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From our Pastor 
     A new year: New life, new hope 
 
O God, you have called your servants to ventures of which we 
cannot see the ending, by paths as yet untrodden, through perils 
unknown. Give us faith to go out with good courage, not knowing 
where we go, but only that your hand is leading us and your love 
supporting us; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,  
 
Blessings to you from the one who was, who is, and who is to 
come again. 
 
We are now in the midst of the 12 Days of Christmas, having just 
experienced the glorious Christmas worship services that lift us 
and remind us of who God is as the One who dares to walk among 
us. 
 
Thank you to all of those who helped decorate, who lead our wor-
ship services, who provided music, and who joined us to celebrate 
the Nativity of our Lord. 
 
There are still days of Christmas to celebrate, which will culmi-
nate in our 12th Night service on the evening of January 5, and our 
Epiphany service at noon on January 6.  
 
And then we fully enter the new year, 2023. The beginning of the 
new year is a good time to think about this prayer at the top of the 
page that we have been praying at almost every one of our Satur-
day and Sunday liturgies for nearly three years now. We started 
praying this prayer in March of 2020 at the beginning of the pan-
demic, when we couldn’t see clearly what we would face. 
 
At the beginning of the new year, with its resolutions and it’s 
promises of a new start and the hope of new chances and new 
things, perhaps it’s good to dwell again on this prayer. 
 
New years can be turning points. Sometimes that works out, and 
sometimes it doesn’t. 
 
As people who are baptized, every day is a turning point. Every 
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time our eyes open, we live into the promise of the Christ who claimed us and promised to make all 
things new. Most of us like to think that we know where our paths are leading, that we know what 
to expect day in and day out. But really, our paths always twist and turn; they bring new people into 
our lives; they open our eyes to things we’ve been blind to; they open us to new possibilities.  
 
That’s why this prayer can be so profound. When Jesus promises to make all things new, the    
promise is also there, maybe not said explicitly, that he will also be with us, leading us, guiding us, 
supporting us, and loving us into new life. 
 
New life awaits in 2023, even if we do not yet know what that looks like. 
 
So we ring in a new year, thankful for those things that have been gifted to us, while looking ahead 
to all that is possible. We walk into a new day, not knowing where we’re going, but knowing that 
the One who created life is pushing us forward. We walk into a new day, knowing that the God born 
in a manager to dwell among us, full of grace and truth, continues to make all things new. 
 
God’s blessings to you as you walk into this new year, with its twists and turns, its joys and         
sorrows, its beginnings and endings. You don’t walk this path alone. You never have. 
 
Blessings as you continue to experience Emmanuel, God with us. 
 
Pastor Brenda + 
 

 

     Congregational meeting 
 

Our annual congregational meeting has been scheduled for Sunday, Jan. 29, at 11 a.m. This is the 
meeting at which we approve the annual budget. 
 
We are planning for the meeting to be a hybrid of in-person and online attendance. 
 
Most of you will join us in person, but we will also provide a way to join us via a Zoom computer 
link. We will post the link in our Holy Trinity Facebook group, and will also email to many of you. 
If you have not received communications from us in either of those places and would like to receive 
the Zoom link, please let Catherine know in the church office. 
 

         Stewardship: Commitment cards for 2023 
 
If you have not yet returned your commitment card for the new year, please do so in the first weeks 
of 2023. It is important for us to receive your cards, because we use them to plan the budget for the 
coming year. If you have not yet returned a card, please mail or drop one off at the church office as 
soon as possible so that we can plan adequately. 
 
If you need a card, please call Catherine in the church office. 
 
We thank you for your continued faithfulness in the stewardship of the church. 
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     Confirmands packed stockings for Good Shepherd Center 
 
In early December, the confirmation students at Holy Trinity, as well as their families, spent a Satur-
day morning at the Good Shepherd Center packing 110 Christmas stockings for kids whose families 
are served by the center. 
 
When asked whether they wanted to pack stockings as one of their required service projects, they 
were quick to agree, and they were excited to participate. 
 
Tables full of items — toys, stuffed animals, toiletries, hats and gloves, jewelry, candy, sports items, 
books — had already been organized. The teenagers and their families walked through the tables, 
looking at all of the items that were available for the stockings. 
 
As the stocking-stuffers formed a line, they were handed a stocking with a number attached, and 
were told who the stocking would go to — a 14-year-old girl, an 8-year-old boy.  
 
We found there was great joy for the kids to be able to pack a stocking with items they thought they 
might like, especially when they knew the recipient would be about the same age.  
 
There was also a deeper recognition of kids in need when packing stockings for 2-year-olds or 3-
year-olds who might not otherwise experience Christmas. 
 
Holy Trinity is one of 12 churches in Greenville that came together in 1991 to begin operating a 
community food pantry that could be more effective than people in need having hit-or-miss experi-
ences with our individual churches.  
 
Today, it operates a food pantry and hot meal program, as well as a popular thrift store that stocks 
clothing and household items and some furniture. All of the proceeds of the store help fund the food 
programs and other operational expenses. 
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       New ambry honors Jean Harnett 
 

Many of you have noticed the new brass box on a table on the right side of the chancel area. It is the 
place where we will keep bread and wine that have already been consecrated but not consumed, for 
use to deliver to shut-ins or to use at future liturgies. 
 
When the Harnett Foundation, formed with the estate of the late Jean and Glenn Harnett, gave Holy 
Trinity its first grant in 2020, we committed to adding a permanent fixture in the sanctuary in honor 
of Jean Harnett’s faithful stewardship through her life, and continuing today. 
 
We decided on an ambry as that permanent fixture, but didn’t know it would take so long to com-
plete that project. Because we were in the early days of pandemic, we couldn’t get a woodworker to 
commit to building one that would match our existing ambry in the columbarium, which is used to 
store our holy oils.  
 
We finally ordered the brass ambry in early 2022, but it, too, had to be created. 
 
Now that the ambry has arrived, we will dedicate it to the glory of God, in memory of the Harnetts 
during an upcoming liturgy. 
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          Sunday School Advent project: $1,600 for Good Gifts 
 

When we began collecting Sunday School and Confirmation offerings during Advent, with the intent 
to purchase items from the ELCA’s Good Gifts catalog, we had no idea that our gifts would be multi-
plied, then multiplied again, to help our neighbors. 
 
In just four weeks, we collected $400, thanks to the generosity of our Sunday School and confirma-
tion classes and to other members of the congregation who donated. A member of the congregation 
had pledged to match the amount we collected, so we had $800 to buy our Good Gifts. 
 
But on the day we made our order, the ELCA had a donor who pledged to match any Good Gifts pur-
chases on that day only, so our original offering of $400 had stretched to $1,600 to purchase gifts for 
those in need around the world. 
 
Here is what our offering, along with the matches, bought: 
 

 5 chicks 

 3 goats 

 4 piglets 

 Items to supply a health clinic for one week 

 The start-up package for a Sunday School class in a mission church 

 School supplies for one entire classroom 

 The school fees and uniform for one girl to begin school 
The $800 ELCA match will be used wherever it is most needed. 
 
Thanks to your generosity, families will receive the farm animals to provide eggs, milk, meat and the 
ability to grow a farm for income from items that can be sold. A health clinic will be able to provide 
antibiotics, vaccines, wound care and other medical help for one week. A girl who lives in a part of 
the world where the education of females is not a priority will be able to start school. An entire class-
room will have pencils, paper, books, art supplies. And children somewhere will have learning mate-
rials to hear God’s word. 
 
Thank you for being the blessing for our neighbors who we will never know. God’s work, our hands. 
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From Our Directors of Parish Ministry 
 

                                   
 
 
 

Here’s a question for you: can you be a Christian if you don’t believe that a heavenly afterlife 
should be your main spiritual goal?  Today, millions of Christians believe that being a Christian 
is solely about forging a personal and developmental relationship with Jesus and that being a 
Christian today doesn’t center on “meeting requirements for future rewards”.  This may explain 
why preaching on discipleship can lead to charges of legalism and may cultivate accusations of 
placing unrealistic expectations on today’s “modern” Christian.  It could also explain why 
church attendance across the western world keeps falling-focusing on a personal relationship 
doesn’t require a congregation.   
 

Danish philosopher Soren Kierkegaard suggested that even in his times (1813 – 1855) typical 
Christians “admired Jesus instead of followed Him”-that believing IN Jesus was really believing 
things ABOUT Jesus.  Things like what we pray about every Sunday: “…was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate…” you know the rest.  What 
Kierkegaard may be saying is that we seem to profess our belief that Jesus is the Son of God and 
yet still want to live self-absorbed lives.  That admiring Jesus is easy, following him radically is 
more difficult and perhaps, in the minds of some, unnecessary. 
 

Christian philosopher, Dallas Willard has coined the phrase “Vampire Christians” to explain the 
condition.  Vampire Christians, for Willard, “in effect say to Jesus, I’d like a little of your blood 
please, but I don’t care to be your writer or have your character.  In fact, won’t you just excuse 
me while I get on with my life, and I’ll see you in heaven.”  Willard concludes that many people 
are simply content to believe that “once they get their confirmation certificate, they’ve got non-
cancellable eternity insurance and can pretty much pursue whatever lifestyle they desire.” 
 

That is a concept Dietrich Bonhoeffer calls “cheap grace”.  Cheap grace is “grace without a com-

mitment and response from the believer-grace without servanthood”.  It’s important to 

acknowledge that we are saved by God’s grace but it is also possible to become numbed to the 

ease in which we received it.  Yes, we can accept God’s grace without working for it, but doing 

so, all three philosophers agree, can rob us of the joy that comes from walking in a manner wor-

thy of such a gift!  

 

I started with a question let me end with one-How do you grow a church in an era when Chris-

tians favor one on one relationships rather than communal relationships?  That’s a question con-

gregations like ours will be wrestling with well into this new year and many new years to come. 

 
Don and Sue Achenbach 
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From Our Director of Music 
 

                                   

 
                                   NOTES on Music Notation to The Messenger, January 2023 
 
           A few attempts were made in some societies of antiquity to create a system(s) of music 
notation like Greece, Mesopotamia,  and even Egypt, but no good reason existed until Charle-
magne [Charles the Great] in the early ninth century.  The reason was in some ways political ne-
cessity.  Charlemagne had conquered several areas of western Europe as ruler of the Goths, so 
his original intent of unifying the Germanic peoples had broadened. 
 Roman Catholic Mass was the basis for worship in most of the churches within the con-
quered territory and Mass was conducted in the language, but the music of the Mass was not 
similarly uniform.  The sung parts of the Mass were chanted on plainsong which varied through-
out the conquered areas:  an example being Mozambic chant in Iberia.  Charlemagne, a defender 
of Christianity, sought  uniformity in Mass chant in order to unite his new empire.  His eventual 
success in achieving this goal was demonstrated on Christmas day in 800 by his coronation by 
Pope Leo III.   
 Initially, during the very late 700’s, chant, heretofore learned and memorized orally, was 
written in vague undefined symbols.  Neumes, precursors of notes, indicated whether the melody 
went higher or lower; neumes had no specific pitch again, merely a vague flow of the melody, 
and certainly any one neume had no value, rhythm, or count. 
 
          As notation developed so that choirs and prelates seeking ordination could learn, remem-
ber-then sing from notation instead of memory, the amount of time spent learning lessened.   No-
tation improved more definitely with input of Guido d’Arezzo [Tuscany] a Benedictine monk 
who began his system of notation while at Pompossa Abbey in Ferrara.  Considered by some as 
the originator of western musical notation, others consider him a developer, although the most 
prominent.  Around 1013 d’Arezzo was teaching singing to fellow monks at the abbey and was 
stymied by the lethargy of learning new plainsong [not even polyphonic then], which prodded 
him to begin his system of notation.  He established a unique teaching method called mnemonic 
solmization predecessor to solfege, the  notation of pitches and intervals for voices 
[THINK:  The Sound of Music…do, a deer a female deer…etc.]. The quest for d’Arezzo was a 
more efficient means for singers to learn music.  His improvements in vocal pedagogy became 
the basis for western music notation that has developed over the years since the mid 11th century; 
much of what is seen in church bulletins, worship books [hymnals] and sheet music.  Shocking-
ly, in 1025  most of his new teaching methods were shunned, then rejected by other monks/
singers as well as the Abbott of Pompossa. 
 Without an abbey to call home, the Bishop Tedald of Arezzo appointed Guido d’Arezzo 
to direct instruction of cathedral singers at Arezzo.  During this time he continued to develop a 
system of notation that included a four-line staff, clef signs, notes instead of neumes and other 
modernizing elements.  
 
          Notation, as a topic, is intricate enough to continue a second Messenger article in February 
2023.   
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Twelfth Night Celebration 
  
 The annual Twelfth Night Party will begin at 6:45 p.m. on Thursday, January 5, 2023.  

Brath Hall will be festively decorated to celebrate the final night of the 12 days of Christmas and 

the close of the Christmas season. 

 You are invited to enjoy music, poetry, the singing of carols, with food and fellowship.  

Please bring an appetizer or dessert to share.* 

 Please fill out the reservation form below and indicate which items you would like to pre-

pare for the festivities.  If you need a ride, please make that known.  You may call the church at 

724-588-8870 or email the church office at holytrinitygreenville@verizon.net. 

 Plan to come and share in this lovely, moving, Twelfth Night tradition.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

Twelfth Night Celebration, 2023 
  

 Name:    ______________________________________   
  
 Phone: ______________________________________ 

  
Needs a ride (please circle one)   Yes   No 

  
Would like to bring (please circle one)       Appetizer  Dessert 

  
Please R. S. V. P. to the Church Office at 724-588-8870  

or at holytrinitygreenville@verizon.net 

 

*If you are more comfortable wearing a mask, feel free to do so during the program 

parts of the celebration.  Should you have any questions, please call Ruth Heil at 724-

588-3748. 
  
 

mailto:holytrinitygreenville@verizon.net
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Good Shepherd January Request  
 

The Good Shepherd Center is our church community social service agency that supports the 

needs of many in the area.   

The Good Shepherd Center's request for Holy Trinity for January is pancake mix, syrup and 

cereal.    

Donations may be placed in the marked box in the cloister.  

 

 

Dear Holy Trinity, 

 

Thank you so much for the visit 

from Bonnie Massing who 

brought the altar flowers.  They 

brightened my day! 

 

In God’s love, 

Bonnie Long 

Trinity Travelers 
 
 If you visit another church, drop off a 
bulletin from that church, with your name on 
it, so that you can be a Trinity Traveler. 
 
John and Mary Moore 
St. Peter’s Lutheran Church 
Uniontown, Pennsylvania  
Pastor Jim Engel 
 

A Reminder: Let Us Know When Someone Is  

Hospitalized 
 

 If you or someone you know has been hospitalized, please let the church office or 

the pastor know. 

 Many people assume that nursing homes or hospitals alert the church when some-

one is being treated. Because of the laws surrounding privacy (HIPAA), organizations 

have been required for a number of years now to honor your privacy in releasing infor-

mation. Even if we call a hospital and ask if someone is being treated, hospitals are not 

allowed to tell us. 

 When you share information with us, it allows us to offer pastoral care, deliver 

flowers from the Sunday altar, and visit and pray with people when they’re not feeling 

well. Thank you for helping us in this ministry of the church. 
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 Interested in church membership? 
 

If you have been visiting with us and would like to know more 
about becoming a member at Holy Trinity, please see Pastor Bren-
da. If you’d like to know what it means to be a member, please see 
Pastor Brenda. 

January  

 Birthdays 
4 Linda Batemen 

 Sally Roth 

6 Elysa Farrell 

8 Billie Hollenbaugh 

 Dolly Lineman 

9 Emily Marshall 

10 Colin Banco 

 Kelly Gilmore 

11 Julianne Eppley 

15  Brycen Miller 

20 Darlene Ferguson 

 Lana Mozes 

21  Bryce Stubert 

26 John Weaver 

27 Lauren Faber 

Betty K. Junk 

Mark Wasser 

31 Grant Abraham 

Helga Marguglio 

January Anniversaries 

 
 The following members of our congregation are celebrating 

anniversaries this month.  Congratulate them when you see them. 

 

Dan and Alecia Eppley  30 years  January 2, 1993 

Henry and Ruth Heil  65 years  January 24, 1958 

Rusty and Linda Saverino 45 years  January 28, 1978 

Christmas Gifts   

 
 Thank you to everyone who purchased gifts for          

Bethesda and the Good Shepherd.   

 You truly helped make Christmas special for all of the  

children.   

 

Blessings! 

Catherine  
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Evangelical Lutheran Church   
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The Evangelical Lutheran Church  
of the Holy Trinity 

1 Trinity Place 
Greenville, PA 16125 

724-588-8870 
 

Email address 
holytrinitygreenville@verizon.net 

 
Website: 

www.holytrinitygreenvillepa.com  
 

Staff 

Pastor: 

Pastor Brenda Martin 

 

Director of Music: 

Maidene Hackett 

 

Office Administrator: 

Catherine Richardson 

 

Sextons: 

Jennifer Martin 

 

Officers of the Congregation 
 

Vice-President:  
Bob Massing 

 
Secretary:  

Linda Armstrong 
 

Treasurer: 
Tammy Daniello 

 
Financial Secretary:  

Lana Mozes 
 
 

Council Members 
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Chuck Lanning 
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9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 
 


