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From our Pastor 
Welcome, Advent: We are counting 
 
O God, you have called your servants to ventures of which we cannot see 
the ending, by paths as yet untrodden, through perils unknown. Give us 
faith to go out with good courage, not knowing where we go, but only that 
your hand is leading us and your love supporting us; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen.  
 
Grace and peace to you from the One who was, who is and who is to re-
turn again. 
 
The psalmist cries out in Psalm 90, asking God to “teach us to count our 
days that we may gain a wise heart.” 
 
We are about to enter the season of Advent, and we are indeed counting. 
Some of our children and families, using Advent calendars, count the days 
until Christmas. Hallmark offers us a Christmas countdown by starting 
new movies well before Halloween (and I have been watching). We are 
counting in other ways, as well, during this season. We count the number 
of presents under the tree, or the number of cookies we bake and put in the 
freezer, or the number of dollars we’ll owe Visa when this holiday season 
is finally over. 
 
I have been counting as well, as I just concluded my fourth entire year 
with you and begin a fifth year on the first Sunday of Advent. I have been 
reflecting on those four years, and I have been counting the ways in which 
we have been God’s hands serving that world that God loves so much. 
 
It has been a holy privilege to live and walk and work among you, to wit-
ness your cries of pain surrounding lives that have ended, to lift up the joy 
we celebrate in the promises of resurrected life, to learn and laugh and 
work and play in our little corner of God’s vast creation. 
 
In all of our counting, we do not lose sight of the most important thing to 
count among us, the One, the only One, who can save. This is the baby 
who was born in a manger, the Wonderful Counselor, the Mighty God, the 
Prince of Peace, the Christ, the Savior. He is the One, born as baby boy yet 
God, born as human yet divine, born as king yet servant, born to show us 
who God is. 
 
It is this One whose nativity we are preparing to celebrate.  
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It is this One who is present even now when we gather to worship.  
It is this One whose coming we anticipate again in the fullness of time. 
 
And so we wait, counting our days. As we wait, may the Christ light your world in this holy sea-
son and throughout your days. 
 
Emmanuel, God is with us. 
 
Pastor Brenda + 

        Funeral Planning  
 

For many years, we have offered Holy Trinity members the opportunity to make choices about 
their funeral services.  
 
We will make available in the narthex the packet of funeral planning materials, which offer sug-
gestions for scripture readings and hymns, and a form that you can fill out and keep on file in the 
church office. 
 
Completing these forms is helpful for family members, and eliminates stress for them in a  time 
when they have many decisions to make. 
 
Please consider taking a packet to think about and plan your funeral service. If you have questions 
while planning, please contact Pastor Brenda to help think through your decisions. 
 

Christmas for Bethesda 
In the narthex there is a bulletin board with the names of some youth who receive services 

from Bethesda in Meadville and Erie.  If you are interested in providing a gift for one of the youth, 

please choose a gift tag, purchase the gift, and return it unwrapped to the church with the tag      

attached to the gift and in a plastic bag.   

Gift bags and wrapping paper are also welcome.  Donations may be dropped off in the box 

in the narthex or at the church office.  

The deadline for all items to be returned is Sunday,  December 11.   

 

Christmas Project for Good Shepherd 

In the narthex you will see a small Christmas tree with nametags that list the name and age 

of a child. This giving tree will allow you to share a Christmas gift with a child whose family is 

known to the Good Shepherd Center. Grab an nametag and purchase the item for a child.  

Deadline to return the gifts to the church is Monday, December 12.  They will be distrib-

uted on Wednesday, December 14.  Please be sure that the nametag is attached to the gift. 

 Thank you for helping make a child's Christmas special. 
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Hanging of the Greens 
 

 This year the “Hanging of the Greens” will take place on Sunday, December 18 following 

worship.  Join in this time of fellowship and preparedness for  the upcoming Chr istmas litur -

gies.  Remember, many hands make light work for all.  

Advent Coin Folders 
  

  Advent Coin Folders are available for  pick up in the nar thex for  

anyone interested in keeping this tradition.  There is a basket in the narthex 

where you may return your folder 

Advent Vespers - An Invitation to Prayer 
 

 This month a Service of Evening Prayer will be prayed on the following 

Wednesday evenings of Advent:  November 30, December 7,14 and 21 at 6:15 

p.m. in the nave. Since the ear liest days, Chr istians have prayed in the morn-

ing, at midday, in the evening and at bedtime. 

 The images of the day – sunrise, noon, sunset and night – became ways to 

understand the presence of Christ throughout the day. And so Christians speak of 

Christ the light who never sets, Christ the dawning light of God’s mercy. The lighted large candle 

carried into the darkened nave at the beginning of evening prayer represents Christ, and in combina-

tion with the Advent Wreath provides a powerful symbol of hope as we sit expectantly in the en-

croaching winter darkness. Plan to prepare for the Incarnation by prayer, reflection, and meditation 

on the Word.  

Advent Morning Prayer 
 

 Morning Prayer continues Monday through Friday and will conclude on  

Friday, December 23 in the choir  pews.  It begins at 8:30 a.m. and concludes 

at 8:50 a.m.  Please use the rear parking lot door for entry. Take this opportunity 

for quiet reflection at the beginning of your day as a way of making spiritual prep-

aration during Advent. 
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Blue Christmas:  

How to Celebrate When You Don’t Feel Like It 
 

December can be a really difficult month for some of us, especially 

those of us who have experienced a recent loss, or for those of us who expe-

rienced a long-ago loss that still dampens our holidays. 

Whether the loss is the death of someone you care about, changing 

life circumstances in relationships or with the economy or with illness, the 

feeling of an empty nest while remembering holidays past … all of these 

things can make it hard to find the joy in the season. 

On Sunday, December 18, at 2:00 p.m., we will be offering a Blue 

Christmas liturgy to the community as a time to gather in sacred space, sing, hear God’s word, light 

candles, and talk openly about what it feels like to be out-of-step with everyone else at this time of 

year. There can be healing in the experience. 

We invite you to join us, tell friends and family who you think might benefit, and discover 

how a babe born in a manger can bring wholeness to our sometimes-broken lives. Because Christ 

was born for this. 

Christmas Worship 
 

 The wonder, the mystery, the joy of our Lord’s birth is the message and meaning of     

Christmas.  The Twelve Days of this season spread across December 25 through January 5.  To 

gather and adore Christ in worship is the highlight of this holy time. 

 

Saturday, December 24 - Christmas Eve 

 7:00 p.m. Holy Communion  

 

 11:00 p.m. Festival Holy Communion and Candle Lighting 

(gathering begins with Special Music for the Holy Night at 10:45 p.m.  

Worship concludes as we leave the church in the first minutes of 

Christmas Day.)     

 

Sunday, December 25 - Christmas Day  
  9:45 a.m. Holy Communion   
   (No Sunday Church School or Confirmation Class.) 
  
Sunday, January 1,  Fir st Sunday of Chr istmas 
 9:30 a.m. Holy Communion 

(No Sunday Church School or Confirmation Class.)  
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From Our Director of Music 
 

                                   
 

          Although not primarily an organist, Archangelo Corelli (February 17, 1653 – January 8, 1713) 
was a prolific composer of the early Baroque.  He was born in Fusignano, a village in  
Romagno, then part of the papal states north of Rome.  He was named for his father [Archangelo 
means a high-ranking angel] but was reared by his mother Sara Ruffini, as his father died approxi-
mately five weeks before his birth.  
           
 According to the poet Crescimberi, a life-long friend, Corelli’s musical education began 
with a priest in a nearby town who taught the boy the basics of violin.  He moved to Bologna 
around the age of thirteen.  Bologna was the center of university education in the late 17th centu-
ry.  Here he continued violin study with many expert violinists, specifically Giovanni Battista Bas-
sani.  Very  little biographical information about Corelli’s time in Bologna is documented, but Co-
relli did     confirm to one of his later patrons that the focus of his study was violin.  Corelli was ini-
tiated as a  member of Academia Filharmonica d’ Bologna in 1670, the youngest musician in its 
history. 
          
  Where he resided and worked between the ages of seventeen and twenty-two is largely   
speculative, but some scholars consider that he travelled in France and perhaps in Germany during 
this time.  It is suggested by a few biographers that Corelli was in the service of Maximilian Eman-
uel II, Elector of Bavaria in 1681.  By the age of twenty-three (1675) he was definitely in Rome, as 
he was in the employ as a supporting violinist at San Guilia Maggiore.  In Rome, he quickly        
became known for his skill as a soloist and   ensemble violinist supported by a few different pa-
trons.  In Rome, he composed as much as performance permited.  Around 1688 he        became a 
favorite of the        Ottoboni         family  particularly 
Cardinal Pietro, who       became   Alexander VIII in 
1689.  For less than a year (1690-1691) he lived in 
Modena whose Duke was Corelli’s most generous 
patron.   
           
 In 1706 he returned to Rome residing in the 
Ottoboni castle.  His fame had solidified and his     
influence on violinists continued into the 17th and 
18th centuries.  He laid the foundations for sonata and  
concerto genres; his leadership was followed by other 
European composers and musicians like Vivaldi, 
Handel, J.S. Bach, Couperin, Telemann and other  
Baroque composers.  Corelli was chosen for this is-
sue of The Messenger because he is best remembered 
for his Christmas Concerto adapted for some movie 
scores.   
          Corelli died at the age of fifty-nine,    having 
composed 46 trio sonatas, 12 violin        continuo so-
natas, 12 concerto grossi and some organ music 
meant for specific Masses. 
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From Our Directors of Parish Ministry 
 

                                   
 

Excerpted from our November 20th Temple Talk: 
 
Ok, I know what you are thinking.  Holiday season, pledge cards in the mail, and now a temple 
talk?  Must be Stewardship time.  Well, relax.  I don’t understand Stewardship enough to give a 
temple talk, yet.  But what I do want to talk about involves our pledge card.  The back of it where it 
asks about time and talent or volunteerism. 
 
Let’s start with why people don’t volunteer. 
 
Feeling overwhelmed?  A lack of free time is the reason nearly half of us give for not volunteering.  
Surprisingly though, the cross section of Americans with seemingly the most free time, retirees,   
actually volunteer at a lower rate than people ages 35 to 44 who work and have kids at home do.   
It's a phenomenon called volunteering inertia.  Simply put, if you volunteer when you are young, 
you will volunteer when you are retired.  If you don’t, you won’t.  If you are waiting until you retire 
and have more time to volunteer, you probably won’t. 
Another reason is an unclear understanding of expectations.  Well, I have actually written a book on 
managing and understanding expectations that was read by tens of people.  Mostly because they 
worked for me and had to, but none-the-less, when we call you to volunteer, the expectations will 
usually be very clear. 
 
Finally, not being asked to volunteer is a major reason people don’t volunteer.  Prayerfully filling 
out the time and talent section of your pledge cards so we will know how you want to give back to 
our church family will fix that 
So, why should you want to volunteer? 
Tied to every request for a volunteer, there is an important church need. In addition to supporting 
the day-to-day operations of worship, there are real world problems that God wants our congrega-
tion to help solve and Holy Trinity needs your help.  
 
Church volunteers help with the greatest commandment of all: "Love the Lord your God with all 
your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.’  And then ‘Love your neighbor as your-
self.”   
 
And finally, volunteering helps us in our constant battle with selfie-ism.  Volunteering is a tried-and
-true method of being the change we all want to see in the world. 
 
A few months ago, I wrote about a Bobby Kennedy speech in which he said: “Each time a man acts 
to improve the lot of others, he sends forth a tiny ripple of hope, and crossing each other from a  
million different centers of energy and daring, those ripples build a current that can sweep down the 
mightiest walls.”  You can send your own tiny ripple by returning your time and talent cards. 
 
When I joined Holy Trinity nearly 50 years ago our membership was significantly larger than it is 
today.  A half century later the problems we face are still the same but while our talent pool is     
considerably shallower, our passion for helping remains strong.  In the past year, nearly 100 of our 
members have volunteered for at least one regular activity.  Nearly 30% of those have volunteered 
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   Sunday School Advent Project 
 
This year, our Christmas project for our Sunday School classes (including adults) and confirmation 
will be to collect an offering each Sunday, and put that money toward buying gifts for people we 
don't know through the ELCA's Good Gifts catalog. 
 
That catalog offers many possible gifts, including buying chickens, pigs, cows or an entire grouping 
of farm animals to help a family begin farming and become self-sufficient; buying a water well for 
a town; sponsoring materials for one classroom for a month or a year; helping provide childhood 
vaccines to a village. 
 
Once we know how much money we've collected at the end of Advent -- and a member of the con-
gregation plans to match whatever that amount is! -- our Sunday School and confirmation students 
will select what they'd like to gift someone else. 
 
We ask that you prayerfully support the Sunday School's efforts. If you'd like to help, you can put 
an offering in an envelope marked "Sunday School Good Gifts." 
 
 

for two or more activities.  That is fantastic and we are so blessed. 
 
God has great plans for Holy Trinity and this ministry.  But to fulfill those plans we need a bit 
more of your help.  My biggest fear in life is not that I don't know something, it’s that I don’t 
know that I need to know it.  Help us know how you want to help with God’s plan for Holy   
Trinity and do it soon. 
 
As Martin Luther said, “Isn’t it amazing how soon not now becomes not ever?” 
 
Enjoy your holidays. 
 
Don and Sue Achenbach 



8 

  



9 

December 

 Birthdays 
 
2   Judy Leary 

3  Jennifer Martin 

4  Dan Spence 

8   Easton Mozes 

9  Catherine Snyder 

11  Tris Hall 

12  Kaitlyn McCann 

13  Garrett Daniello 

 Frances Wackenhut 

24  Patricia Leax 

25  Allen Davis 

 Alyssa Martin 

26  B. J. Mozes 

 Jonathan Schultz 

29  Erin McKinney 

December Anniversaries 

 The following members of our congregation are celebrating 
anniversaries this month.  Congratulate them when you see them. 
 
Bill and Judith Bubeck  63 years December 5, 1959 

Chris and Judi Moinet   45 years December 23, 1977 

Mike and Mary Beth Bradley 34 years December 27, 1988 

Ken and Cathy Anderson  40 years December 28, 1982 

Jim and Jennifer Martin   33 years December 29, 1989 

Gene and Gretchen Minetti  61 years December 30, 1961 

 Funeral 

Susan Marie Bittler 
Born:   September 15, 1945 

Married:  November 27, 1971 

Died:   November 4, 2022  

Funeral Liturgy: November 18, 2022 

 “Rest eternal 

grant her, O  

Lord; and let light 

perpetual shine 

upon her.” 

 As we resume the long-held Holy Trinity tradition of providing a meal for the families and 
friends attending a service and funeral for a loved one, thanks to all who helped with the meals for 
the families and friends of Gerry Smith and Chuck Shultz.   
 Thanks to table setters, cake and cookie bakers, cooks, veggie and fruit tray arrangers,    
servers, tablecloth launderers and clean up persons. Thanks to Gretchen Minetti, Sue Achenbach (in 
many capacities), Don Achenbach, Marie Riley, Marj Stubert, Jim Martin, Jennifer Martin, Linda 
Armstrong, Michele Wentling, Judi Moinet, Julie Morgan, Mary Reames, Kathy Nanz, Cindy     
Farrell, Carol McQueen, Alyssa Martin, Nancy Knapp, Beth Hall, Georgia Perkins, Linda       
Broadbent, and Ruth Heil.  
     Bonnie Massing 

Good Shepherd December Request  
The Good Shepherd Center is our church community social ser-

vice agency that supports the needs of many in the area.  The Good Shep-

herd Center's request for Holy Trinity for December is canned soups and 

stews.  Donations may be placed in the marked box in the cloister .  
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