The Messenger
September 2022

Volume 87, Issue 9

From our Pastor

What’s Inside
New and Noted:
 From our Pastor
 Classes at Holy Trinity
 COVID update
 Congregational Growth
Fund
 Church Picnic
 From our DOM
 From our DOPM
 Funeral
 Calendar
Social Ministry/Giving
 Good Shepherd Request
 Second Mile
Birthdays/Anniversaries

It’s Time for God’s Work, Our Hands!
O God, you have called your servants to ventures of which we
cannot see the ending, by paths as yet untrodden, through perils
unknown. Give us faith to go out with good courage, not knowing
where we go, but only that your hand is leading us and your love
supporting us; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Brothers and sisters in Christ,
It’s September, and the program year of the church is rushing in
on us with the return of Sunday School and confirmation and
adult education opportunities, our annual picnic returns to Riverside Park with worship at the amphitheater, and our Mercer County Head Start classroom is back in session for the second year as
we welcome little people back into our building five days a week.
We’ll also be participating for the fourth straight year in God’s
Work, Our Hands Sunday, joining tens of thousands of Lutherans
from thousands of ELCA congregations in a day of service for the
sake of our community.
The date for our day of service is Sunday, Sept. 11. We will begin
our projects immediately after worship concludes, which means
we should be at work by about 11 a.m.
We are paring down our activities this year to include:




We will again be sending care packages to our college students and those serving in the military. Please bring items that
college students and military members might enjoy receiving
in a care package from home — candy, snacks, notebooks,
pens, pencils, markers, note cards, stationery, other paper
products. You can bring those items to church at any time. We
will be packing them in Brath Hall on Sept. 11.
A group will be at Riverside Park helping to clean up and
beautify an area that will be dedicated in a ceremony later that
day in a 1 p.m. event at the amphitheater. (You’re invited to
stay for that 1 p.m. service.) We’ll provide water and snacks
for workers as we plant mums and do some other work.
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Please sign up to participate in our events. For those who will be first-timers, no project has ever
taken more than a couple of hours.
It will be a great day in the kingdom!
Pastor Brenda +

We’ll Be Back in Class at Holy Trinity!
We start off our new year of education at Holy Trinity with a new offering for learners of
all ages. Our Sunday morning education — Sunday School, confirmation and adult education —
will all be doing the same curriculum geared for different age groups. So from the end of September through at least the end of January, we will all be learning the same thing at the same
time.
The first day of classes will be Sunday, Sept. 25, immediately after worship.
We’ll have these classes:
 Our littlest members up to 6th graders will meet upstairs in the children’s Sunday School
space.
 Confirmation students will meet on the third floor in the confirmation room.
 Adults will meet downstairs in Brath Hall.
The curriculum we’ll be using is called “Manna and Mercy: A Brief History of God’s
Unfolding Promise to Mend the Entire Universe,“ and it works us through God’s promise to
God’s people in the course of history. This vibrant exploration of the Bible focuses on God’s
grace and never-ending love for all creation.
Manna and Mercy is a book about God — more specifically, the God of the Bible who
is present and active in human history and in our lives today. Through his distinctive
illustrations and hand-lettered text — think graphic novel — author Daniel Erlander
conveys the continuity of God’s covenant of life, justice, and inclusion to all people and all of
creation. God is in the business of mending the universe, and we are all Partner People in that
work.
Our first Sunday will be September 25. Please plan to join us as we begin, together, this
journey through God’s salvation history.
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COVID Update
Our Covid protocols remain unchanged at this time. After discussion at our August congregational council meeting about the high level of community spread over the past two months, the
council decided to continue our physical distancing during worship. The council also decided that
we will not require masks at this time. We will revisit this issue at our September meeting.
We know that more of you are voluntarily wearing masks for worship, and our worship leaders continue to wear masks when we distribute Holy Communion.
We encourage you to wear a mask for worship if you feel safer doing so. As the new strain of
Covid is particularly infectious, even for those who have been fully vaccinated, we want you to be
as safe as possible while attending worship and other events at Holy Trinity.

Congregational Growth Fund
As part of Holy Trinity’s yearly budget, we have a line item called the “Congregational
Growth Fund,” that encourages giving to the church, in addition to regular envelope giving.
We haven’t spent much time talking about the Congregational Growth Fund, but want to lift
this fund up to you now as a way for you to help fund our ministry as we grow into the future that
God gives to us.

There’s a feeling of excitement at Holy Trinity as we return to our busy calendar after the
summer lull, and we meet new people who are worshiping with us and we see new opportunities for
ministry opening to us.
Please consider contributing to the Congregational Growth Fund as we try to grow and
expand the ministry at Holy Trinity in both equipping us as disciples, and sending us out into the
world that God loves so much.
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Church Picnic: Sunday, September 18 at Riverside Park
We tried something new last year and liked it so much that we’re going to do it again!
Our church picnic is scheduled for Sunday, Sept. 18, at Riverside Park. We begin the day at
9:30 a.m. with worship at the amphitheater in the park. There will be no worship in our church
building that day. (But we will have Saturday evening worship at the church as we normally do.)
After worship, we will proceed to our pavilions and have our Sunday School Rally Day
opening and games before lunch, which will probably begin at about 11:30 a.m.
Bring a chair to sit on during worship. (If you’re comfortable with it, you can also sit on the
amphitheater seating, but it’s hard!)
Also bring a side dish or dessert to share, as well as table service for you and your family. A
pig and a lamb will be roasting even before we arrive! The church council will provide water and
other drinks.
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From Our Director of Music
Baroque composers were influenced by Dieterich Buxtehude, whose last position was in
Lubeck as the principal organist at St. Mary's or Mariankirche. G.F. Handel travelled to Lubeck in
1703 to meet Buxtehude, who was then elderly and preparing to retire.
He offered the principal organist position at Mariankirche to Handel and another composer,
Johann Mattheson, stipulating that whoever took the position must marry his oldest daughter, Anna
Margareta. Both men declined the offer, leaving Lubeck the next day after somewhat brief auditions and interviews.
Abendmusik (night music) was initiated by Buxtehude's predecessor Tunder, then reorganized by Buxtehude, after ascending to the principal organist position a couple of years later, and
marrying Tunder's daughter before replacing Tunder.
In 1705 Johann Sebastian walked from Arnstadt to Lubeck, a distance of 250 miles, according to most sources. He was not interested in replacing Buxtehude and was already married, but
was interested to hear him play. Bach did leave his position in Arnstadt for six to eight months
mostly to meet with Buxtehude - a meeting of the minds so to speak - and discuss with Buxtehude
the logistics of A bendmusik which included meeting a variety of musicians and their attending their
performances.
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From Our Directors of Parish Ministry
Alright, it’s time to set a common misnomer straight. New Year’s Day is not January 1st. If
you have ever had a kid (or ever been a kid) you know that New Year’s Day is always the first day
of school. The first day of school changes family schedules, routines and life much more impactfully than January 1st. And with the first day of school upon us, so is its Christian complimentary
piece-Sunday Church School.
At Holy Trinity, Kris Abraham and the Parish Ed Committee are remarkable. The time and
energy they expend preparing lessons, ordering supplies, cleaning props, etc. is extraordinary and
deserving of our praise and appreciation. Under Kris’ supervision they have managed a Pandemic,
kids wearing masks, the intricacies of Zoom, and a significant schedule change. Thinking about it
in those terms, parents, you deserve a pat on the back as well for helping to fulfill the promises you
made during your child’s baptism. Well done!
With the real New Year here, the Parish Ed Committee needs your help. They are in need
of some new membership for their committee as well as some additional teachers, especially for
our wee little munchkins. While the committee work is simply that, committee work; the teaching
is slightly more involved. But with enough people, they can extend their successful rotational
teaching methodology reducing teacher burdens.
“If we don’t teach our children to follow Christ, the world will surely teach them not to.”
Please, give some thought as to how you can help. BTW, Grandparents make excellent teachers!
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Second Mile Giving for September - Lutheran World Relief

(Flying Quilts shipping costs)
Each month we offer the opportunity for our members to reach out into the greater community to those who are seeking to minister to people with specific needs through our Second Mile Giving – our financial gifts beyond our regular offerings.
Picture yourself after the Tsunami in Japan - your home has been washed away - your whole
neighborhood – your whole town - is gone and you are forced to start over with no possessions.
Imagine someone coming and giving you a quilt that can keep you warm at night - something
that you can call your own - along with the food and clothes that you have received - a “security
blanket” that is all yours, from people you don’t even know - friends at Holy Trinity Lutheran
Church in Greenville, PA.
Members of the Flying Quilts group use their gifts and give of their time to make these
quilts. But we must see that they get to where they are needed. That is where you and I come in!
Money raised this month will be used to mail the quilts with the remainder of the money going direct to Lutheran World Relief.
All Second Mile contributions received during the month of September will be given to the
designated cause.

Good Shepherd September Request
The Good Shepherd Center is our church community social
service agency that supports the needs of many in the area. The Good
Shepherd Center's request for Holy Trinity for September is mac and
cheese.
Donations may be placed in the marked box in the cloister.

A Reminder: Let Us Know When Someone Is Hospitalized
If you or someone you know has been hospitalized, please let the church office or the pastor

know.
Many people assume that nursing homes or hospitals alert the church when someone is being treated. Because of the laws surrounding privacy (known as HIPAA), organizations have been
required for a number of years now to honor your privacy in releasing information. Even if we call
a hospital and ask if someone is being treated, hospitals are not allowed to tell us.
When you share information with us, it allows us to offer pastoral care, deliver flowers from
the Sunday altar, and visit and pray with people when they’re not feeling well. Thank you for helping us in this ministry of the church.
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September
Birthdays
1
3
4
7
8
11
15
17
18
21
24
27
30

Dayna Williams
Alex Mozes
Wayne Swift
John Logan
Michael Balas
Brandon Stubert
Bonnie Long
Sue Bittler
Neal Lineman
Sara Newton
Esther Wasser
Lee Barrall
Mary Beth Bradley
Matthew Logan
Mike McKinney
Mary Moore

September Anniversaries
The following members of our congregation are celebrating
anniversaries this month. Congratulate them when you see them.
David and Dolly Lineman
Jake and Jamie Miller
Nick and Betsy Hildebrand
Ken and Lori McEwen
Paul and Debbie Yoos

32 years
10 years
22 years
19 years
38 years

September 15, 1990
September 15, 2012
September 23, 2000
September 27, 2003
September 29, 1984

Funeral
Mary Alice Dean
Born:
Baptized:
Died:
Memorial Service:

September 12, 1929
April 13, 1930
August 15, 2022
September 2, 2022

“Rest eternal

Dear Holy Trinity Scholarship
Committee,

grant her, O
Lord;

Thank you for your generous
support of me and my education at Bucks
County. I am blessed to be a part of the
Holy Trinity Family.

and let light
perpetual
shine upon

Sincerely,
Griffin
Richardson

her.”
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