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From our Pastor 
The Summer Rhythms of the Church 

 
O God, you have called your servants to ventures of which we 
cannot see the ending, by paths as yet untrodden, through perils 
unknown. Give us faith to go out with good courage, not knowing 
where we go, but only that your hand is leading us and your love 
supporting us; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,  
 
Trinity Sunday is the great hinge between the two halves of the 
liturgical year: the incarnation of Christ — our tracing of God 
coming among us in the birth, life, ministry and death and rising 
of Jesus — and our response of discipleship.  
 
We will now be entering the long season of Pentecost, the season 
after Trinity Sunday, when we hear of Jesus’ day-to-day ministry 
with his disciples, and we ponder how we, as Jesus’ disciples of 
today, respond in our place and time. We think again about what 
it means that Jesus is our Lord, above all the other lords in this 
world that ask for our attention. 
 
We do this in the summer of 2022 in a peculiar time, as we now 
sort of feel like we’re in post-pandemic days. Yet we still watch 
as another surge of Covid seems to be happening around us, and 
we hope and pray that we will still be able to move around more 
freely and safely as we gather with friends and family, travel, eat 
in a restaurant or drink in a pub. 
 
At Holy Trinity, our worship life has returned mostly to pre-
pandemic days. We continue to hope and pray that we do not, 
again, have to change course. 
 
In this season of discipleship, we serve Christ and serve our 
neighbor. We have been through a long season of sacrifice, and 
we cry with the psalmist, “How long, O Lord?” Yet we give 
thanks to God for where we are today as we enter a season of rest, 
relaxation and fun.  
 
Pastor Brenda + 
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    Welcome to new church staff members 
 
We welcome Don and Sue Achenbach to our church staff in the position of Directors of Parish 
Ministry, a position that has been vacant since 2018. 
 
It is a new title, but the tasks are essentially the same — coordinating the programming of the 
church and helping to keep our committees staffed with volunteers. 
 
The position will also be central as we move from the dreaming phase of our Reformed: Always 
Reforming work to putting some of the dreams into action. 
 
Because Don chairs our Reformed: Always Reforming committee, and has shepherded that com-
mittee’s work, he has a deep understanding of not only the history of our congregation and the 
things that are important to it, but also the hopes and dreams for where we will be as we pass lead-
ership of Holy Trinity on to the generations who come after us. 
 
Sue was baptized at Holy Trinity and brings to the position all of her work as an office administra-
tor, including working for a law office from which she retired last year. Don, who came to Holy 
Trinity through marriage, brings all of his experience in industry and management. 
 
Please welcome them into this new role, and keep them in your prayers as we all move forward 
together. 
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    Welcoming all of our newest members 
 

Since the beginning of the pandemic, we have received new members at Holy Trinity, although they 
have not been formally recognize as part of our worship. 
 
That will change on Pentecost Sunday, when they will make an affirmation of their baptism during 
worship. 
 
Please welcome all of these people who have joined us in our corner of the world to live out our 
baptismal calling together as a community of faith: Mary Reames, Ed and Cathy Nanz, Michelle 
Wentling, Jamin Wentling, Duane Lewis, Stephanie Kovack, the Archembeau family — Melissa, 
Mike, Nora, Ava and Dean, and Dr. Alan Childs and Bill Lohtka.  

   June congregational meeting — focus on our future 
 

Please make plans to attend our annual congregational meeting on June 26 immediately after wor-
ship. It will be different than our usual congregation meetings. 
 
The focus at this meeting will be the work of the Reformed: Always Reforming committee, which 
has listed 82 “action items” with the hope that we can be good stewards of this congregation now so 
that we can pass a healthy, vibrant congregation on to the generations who come after us. 
 
As we pass into the next phase of our Reformed: Always Reforming work, this will be an important 
meeting for members of the congregation to hear what is possible, and help to make decisions about 
our future ministry in this place. We will be joined by one of our assistants to the bishop, The Rev. 
Harold “Jake” Jacobson, so that our synod leadership can also hear about this work. 
 
You will hear the same presentation at this meeting that the church council heard earlier this year. 
The council members decided they wanted the congregation to hear of this work the same way they 
did.  
 
This work is both exciting and challenging, and the Reformed committee dreamed big dreams. 
 
Because we want to focus on this work, we will change the way this meeting is conducted. All re-
ports to the congregation will be available in advance in writing, so they will not be presented orally 
at the meeting. (But we will take any questions about the reports.) We will need to elect council 
members and representatives to synod assembly. The rest of the meeting will focus on the Re-
formed: Always Reforming presentation. 
 
This meeting will include a luncheon. 
 
Please plan to attend this important meeting in the life of the church. 
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From Our Director of Music 
 

                                   

 
The following is a review of the early education of Johann Sebastian Bach.  Included 

in this article is a comparison with the contemporary composer G. F. Handel.   
The two words that come to mind for this comparison are formal and familial.  Sebastian, as 

he was called by his family, did not have the opportunities that Handel had for a formal music edu-
cation as he was orphaned by the age of ten (1695) he was tended to and overseen primarily by an 
older brother, Johann Christoph, who lived in Ohrdruf. 
Sebastian moved there from his birthplace of Eisenach after the deaths of both parents. 
             He attended the Lyceum there, but most of his instrumental instruction was under the 
guidance and direction of his older brother,  other uncles and musical kin.  His musical instruction 
was also under the direction church and school choir directors in Ohrdruf.   

In 1700 at the age of fifteen he moved again to Luneberg where he enrolled 
in the choir of St. Michael's church school.  While a singer and cantor there, he probably received 
instruction from George Bohm and only occasionally from Adam Reinken, seldom because Sebas-
tian would have had to walk thirty miles to Hamburg.    

By 1703 Sebastian had taken his first organist position at St. Boniface in Arnstadt.  Most of 
Bach's education, familial or formal was over.  That doesn't mean his education didn't continue; he 
just became one of the most successful autodidacts in musical history.  Not unlike Handel but with 
less formal institutional education. 
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Holy Trinity Graduates to be Honored in June 
 The Parish Education Committee has selected Sunday, June 12, as our day to recognize and 
honor our graduates of High School, College, and Graduate Programs.  Please plan to be present to 
congratulate our graduates, who will be our guests of honor that day.  We invite you to stay a 
while after the service to greet and catch up a little with our scholars, and enjoy a cake and punch 
reception after worship.    
 Our plan is to celebrate downstairs as we have traditionally, but if a change in COVID pro-
tocols should be necessary before that date, updates will be shared with you. 
 If your family has a graduate this year, please be on the lookout for information that Cathy 
will send out.  She will need information about each graduate to compile biography details, so 
when you receive your info form, please complete and return it to her as soon as possible.  Help 
your church family to celebrate your accomplishments!  Thank you in advance for your prompt 
assistance with this! 
 
Thank you, 
 

Kris Abraham, Parish Education Chair 

   HOLY TRINITY RAISED MORE THAN $2,800 FOR UKRAINE FAMILIES 
 

Thanks to the generosity of our congregation, we have sent more than $2,800 to two Ukraine 
families that have relocated to Germany. 
 
The two families -- two mothers and their five children -- are living in an apartment on the sec-
ond floor of a house in Germany with the family of Christoph and Marianne Kasch. Marianne 
Kasch is originally from the Oil City area, and her mother, Beth Orris, is the director of music 
at Good Hope Lutheran Church in Oil City. The Kasches created the apartment -- with three 
bedrooms, a living space and a kitchenette -- in the days before the two Ukrainian families ar-
rived. In these early months of the Ukraine war after the family's relocation, the children have 
all been registered in school and are learning German.  
 
We will keep you updated on the status of the families. We may decide to raise money again to 
help them with their needs. 
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         A Sunday School/confirmation field trip 
 
As we heard the command of Jesus during our Easter season — “feed my lambs”— we ended our 
Sunday School and confirmation year visiting the Massing farm to experience the 22 or 23 lambs 
that were born during this season. 
 
Bob and Bonnie welcomed the group with a trip to the barn, to the hayloft and it’s rope swing, and 
to burgers and hot dogs for lunch. We thank them for their generous hospitality. 
 
And we thank Julie Morgan for these wonderful pictures of the day! 
 

Good Shepherd Request for June 

The Good Shepherd Center is our church community social service agency that supports the 

needs of many in the area.   

The Good Shepherd Center's request for Holy Trinity for June is mac and cheese or personal 

care items.  Donations may be taken direct to the Food Pantry or  placed in the marked box in 

the cloister.   
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June Birthdays 
 

1   Cindy Farrell 

2   Brekken Hedderick 

3  Max Hildebrand 

 Barbara Swartz 

8  Philip Schell 

10  Henry Heil 

12  Denise Hall 

13  Patricia Roth 

16  Gaye Gargasz 

 Kathy Thompson 

20  Georgia Perkins 

22  Michael Eppley 

24   Dane Abraham 

25  Sue Achenbach 

 Marie Lineman 

 Griffin Richardson 

26  Danielle Gainor 

27   Christian Hootman 

29   David Long 

June Anniversaries 

 The following members of our congregation are celebrating 

anniversaries this month.  Congratulate them when you see them. 
 

Warren and Patricia Roth   65 years June 4, 1957 

Curt and Kathy Thompson  41 years June 6, 1981 

John and Mary Moore  55 years June 7, 1967 

Allen and Connie Davis  44 years June 10, 1978 

Jim and Nancy Bittel  61 years June 16, 1961 

David and Billie Hollenbaugh 56 years June 18, 1966 

Doug and Debbie Faber  29 years June 19, 1993 

Matthew and Carrie Moinet 11 years June 19, 2010 

Mike and Heather Balas  15 years June 24, 2007 

Conrad and Carol Koehler  61 years June 24, 1961 

Tyler and Olivia Martin-Call 6 years June 25, 2016  

    A NEW LOOK FOR EASTERTIDE 
 

 Thank you to Michelle Wentling, who added her designer flair to our usual Easter decora-
tions of flowers in the sanctuary, by adding the draping of white cloth over the cross in the chancel 
area, as well as the Lord's Supper carving above the altar, and the swags along the walls from the 
front to back of the sanctuary.  
 

        Trinity Travelers 
If you visit another church, drop off a bulletin from that church, 
with your name on it, so that you can be a Trinity Traveler. 
 

John and Mary Moore 
St. Peter’s Lutheran Church 
Uniontown, Pennsylvania 

Pastor Jim Engel 
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Evangelical Lutheran Church   

of the Holy Trinity 

One Trinity Place 

Greenville, PA  16125 

The Messenger is a publication of: 
  

The Evangelical Lutheran Church  
of the Holy Trinity 

1 Trinity Place 
Greenville, PA 16125 

724-588-8870 
 

Email address 
holytrinitygreenville@verizon.net 

 
Website: 

www.holytrinitygreenvillepa.com  
 

Staff 

Pastor: 

Pastor Brenda Martin 

 

Director of Music: 

Maidene Hackett 

 

Office Administrator: 

Catherine Richardson 

 

Sexton: 

Jennifer Martin 

 

Officers of the Congregation 
 

Vice-President:  
Olivia Martin-Call 

 
Secretary:  

Linda Armstrong 
 

Treasurer: 
Tammy Daniello 

 
Financial Secretary:  

Lana Mozes 
 
 

Council Members 
 

Linda Armstrong 
Mary Beth Bradley 
Tammy Daniello 

Debbie Faber 
Chuck Lanning 

Jim Martin 
Olivia Martin-Call 

Bob Massing 
Matt Morgan 
Bob Olson 
Ed Pitcher 

Barbara Swartz 
 

Office Hours: 
 

Monday - Thursday 
9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

 


