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From our Pastor 
          Summer Sundays (and more) 
O God, you have called your servants to ventures of which we 
cannot see the ending, by paths as yet untrodden, through perils 
unknown. Give us faith to go out with good courage, not knowing 
where we go, but only that your hand is leading us and your love 
supporting us; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,  
 
School’s out, we’ve already hit some 90-degree days, and we’re 
now in the church’s long “green” season — the time when we 
hear gospel stories about Jesus’ ministry. All of these are signs 
that summer has arrived! 
 
We’re conditioned to think of summer as a time of rest, relaxation 
and fun, although I’m not sure that’s actually how it works out, 
since we tend to be people who over-schedule and over-plan, even 
when what we’re planning is meant to be relaxing. 
 
In the life of the church, we are now in a summer hiatus from 
some things — our choir is on summer break, as are our Sunday 
School and confirmation classes. But we are planning two events 
this summer that we’d like to lift up and encourage you to attend. 
 
On Sunday, July 31, we will have an early evening service, begin-
ning at 5:30 p.m., that will be an old-fashioned hymn sing and ice 
cream social. Join us as we lift our voices — as Lutherans love to 
do! — in singing the old, old story that we love to tell. Bring your 
friends, your extended family and your neighbors to join us in a 
fun evening together. 
 
In August, we’re planning a Youth Sunday, during which our 
youth will lead our Sunday morning service. They’ll do every-
thing that morning except consecrate the bread and wine at the 
time of communion. We haven’t nailed down the exact date yet, 
but we do know that Zach Morgan will be our musician that 
morning, and Max Hildebrand will be our preacher.  
 
Dear church, may you be blessed with the joyfulness of relaxation 
during these summer days.     
     Pastor Brenda + 
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 CELEBRATING THE 50TH ANNIVERSARY OF PASTOR ROTH’S              
ORDINATION  

 

 
 
 At the annual assembly of the Northwestern Pennsylvania Synod in June, the 50th anniver-
sary of the ordination of our pastor emeritus, the Rev. Martin M. Roth, was observed. (The actual 
anniversary date was August 1, 2021.) Pastor Roth received a lovely and heartfelt standing ovation, 
and made the following remarks. 
 
I thank God for giving me the gifts for ministry; I thank God for the opportunity to hone those gifts 
while traveling over life's "tempestuous seas" to do ministry. I thank God for the gift of the call to 
ordained ministry. 
 
I thank God for the gifts of faithful parents who nurtured the Faith that was in me. 
 
I thank God for the gift of a good education — from my Pastor-Father's Confirmation Class, to Thiel 
College and my B.A. degree in Philosophy, and  to my M.Div. and Master of Sacred Theology 
(S.T.M.) from The Lutheran Seminary at Philadelphia (now United Lutheran Seminary). 
 
I thank God for the gift of Sally, my wife of 55 years now. I never expected to live long enough to so 
deeply tap into the "Sickness and Health" provision of our wedding vows. Her faithfulness now to 
this portion of our vows is exemplary and inspires me every day in every way. 
 
I thank God for the gifts of people, some of whom are here today from the different parishes I have 
served — Gethsemane Lutheran in Port Allegany and Trinity Lutheran  in Smethport (6 years), Mes-
siah Lutheran in Wesleyville (9 years), and the Lutheran Church of the Holy Trinity in Greenville, 
PA (23 years).  Each of these congregations gave me examples of faithfulness and persistence during 
my 38 years of service as a parish pastor. 
 
I give thanks to God for the gift of faith in the midst of ill health as I confront  Parkinson's Disease 
and Bradykinesia, a slowing down of bodily functions due to Parkinson's. The cognitive decline is 
particularly trying and I rely on the gift of faith in persisting through the decline in the ability to find 
words to complete sentences. I can think clearly, but have difficulty in speaking words that match 
the clarity of internal thoughts and getting them out quickly. 
 
I give thanks to God that my years of active ministry were supported by excellent health and seem-
ingly endless stamina. 
 
I give thanks to God for granting me the gift of being able to experience community — life  together 
in love. 
 
I thank God for God's gift of his sacramental presence "for me" over these many years.  
 
I think I am tired now. Blessings on you all. 
        
       Pastor Roth 
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  HOLY TRINITY ACOLYTES  
  
 
 
 
 When our Northwestern Pennsylvania Synod began planning worship for our annual Synod 
Assembly in June at Thiel College, our bishop, the Rev. Michael Lozano, said, “You know those 
flying things you have … can you bring them?” And so we did. 
 We had eight acolytes with a cross and doves and streamers lead the procession for the open-
ing worship, bringing a festive atmosphere to the first in-person synod assembly since 2019. 
 One of the highlights was after the service, when our group was posing for a group picture, 
and the ELCA representative at the assembly, the Rev. Christopher Otten, popped in to take a selfie 
with the group, and told them to wave, because he planned to send the photo to the presiding    
bishop, the Rev. Elizabeth Eaton, in Chicago. 
 He did send the photo, and Bishop Eaton answered, sending her blessings to our group of 
acolytes and to the whole gathering at Thiel. 
 Thanks to our acolytes who gave up a summer Friday morning to help lead worship: Clara 
and Sydney Balas; Hannah McKinney; Sidney Richardson; Nora Tayler; and Gianna, Jackson and 
Johnmichael Weaver. It was an awesome day! 
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 FLY HIGH  for  

    

    SYNOD ASSEMBLY  
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    THE STORY OF AN EMPTY CHAIR  
 

(Pastor Brenda wrote this early in 
June after a Saturday night service, 
remembering our member Bob Gar-
gasz, who died last fall.) 
 
I was reminded again on Saturday 
night, as I’m reminded every Satur-
day night, of Bob. 
 
Bob was a member of our church 
who died last fall of Covid. When 
he was sick — and he was  
hospitalized at least three times — 
he’d tell me, “Tell everyone to get 
vaccinated. I had all the shots, and if 
I didn’t, I’d be dead. Tell them to 
get the shots.” Unfortunately, Covid 
damaged his heart and lungs so bad-
ly that he ultimately didn’t survive 
it. 
 
Bob worshipped on Saturday nights 
at Holy Trinity. Since we came back 
to worship in the church building, 
the Saturday night service has been 
downstairs, so we could avoid a late
-night cleaning of the sanctuary. 
 
We’ve stayed downstairs because 
we kind of like it. It’s a smaller 
space and we feel like a vibrant 
group of worshippers down there. 
And we’re close enough to talk to 
each other. It’s kind of cool. 
 
A couple of weeks after Bob died, 
when we were setting up, we took 
away the chair where he sat, every 
single week. When people starting 
arriving that night, they noticed the missing chair. “We want Bob’s chair,” they said. 
 
So Bob’s chair came back, and has been back. 
 
Every single week, that empty chair reminds us of Bob, no longer with us but still a part of us. 
 
Empty chairs are important to our remembering. And our remembering of Bob — and others who 
are important to us — is a holy thing. 
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 WOULD YOU LIKE TO SERVE AS A EUCHARISTIC MINISTER? 
 

 We are working this summer to bring back our ministry of taking Holy Communion once a 
month to our members who can’t join us in person. 
 We are hoping to have about 15 people to do this, so that each Eucharistic minister can visit 
the same person each month. Once we have our list of volunteers, we will schedule a training ses-
sion. 
 If you would like to volunteer as a Eucharistic minister, please see Don or Sue Achenbach, 
our directors of parish ministry. 
 

   WOMEN’S STUDY OF THE BOOK OF RUTH 
 
 Our group studying the biblical book of Ruth, using the book by Joan Chittister, a Benedic-
tine nun from Erie, will continue on Sunday, July 17, after our morning worship service. 
 
 We will meet in the Roth Library. 
 

         GOD’S WORK OUR HANDS SUNDAY 
 
 Mark Sunday, Sept. 11, on your calendar for God’s Work, Our Hands Sunday. After wor-
ship on that Sunday, we will be participating in a day of service for the benefit of our community. 
 
 Thanks to the leadership of our member, Mary Reames, we are again inviting ALL churches 
in the Greenville area to participate with us to see how much we can accomplish for the good of 
the Greenville area. We hope to have enough churches participating, as well as Thiel College stu-
dents, so that we can complete about a dozen projects that day. 
 
 We will also be ordering God’s Work Our Hands t-shirts for those who want them. They’ll 
say God’s Work Our Hands on the front, and Holy Trinity Lutheran Church on the back. Cost is 
between $8.75 for kid sizes to $14 for adult sizes that go up to size 5X. There will be a signup 
sheet in the narthex beginning in July. Last day to order is August 15. 
 

        CONGREGATIONAL GROWTH FUND 
 
 As part of Holy Trinity’s yearly budget, we have a line item called the “Congregational 
Growth Fund,” that encourages giving to the church, in addition to regular envelope giving. 
  
 We haven’t spent much time talking about the Congregational Growth Fund, but want to lift 
this fund up to you now as a way for you to help fund our ministry as we grow into the future that 
God gives to us. 
  
 There’s a feeling of excitement at Holy Trinity as we have a full staff, have just heard of the 
exciting dreams brought forth by the Reformed: Always Reforming committee, and we’re enjoying 
post-pandemic (we hope!) days while we walk into the future. 
 
 Please consider contributing to the Congregational Growth Fund as we try to grow and ex-
pand the ministry at Holy Trinity in both equipping us as disciples, and sending us out into the 
world that God loves so much. 
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     WE’RE UPDATING OUR DIRECTORY  
  

 It’s time to update our directory of members’ names, addresses, phone numbers and email        
addresses so that our church office can better communicate with you, and also so that you can  
better communicate with each other. 
 Please fill out this form as completely as possible for our office. We plan to create a direc-
tory to hand out to our members, so please mark any information that you do NOT want to be 
publicly shared. 
   Thank you for helping us communicate better. 
 
 

 
 
HOLY TRINITY DIRECTORY INFORMATION  
 
FAMILY  NAME:________________________________________________________  
 
ADDRESS:_____________________________________________________________  
 
________________________________________________________________________  
 
LANDLINE PHONE:_____________________________________________________  
 
FAMILY MEMBERS  
 
NAME     CELL PHONE    EMAIL  
 
________________________________________________________________________  
 
________________________________________________________________________  
 
________________________________________________________________________  
 
________________________________________________________________________  
 
________________________________________________________________________  
 
________________________________________________________________________  
 
________________________________________________________________________  
 
________________________________________________________________________  
 
________________________________________________________________________  
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 From Our Director of Music 
                                   

                         
 Although not a teacher of either J, S. Bach or G. F. Handel, Johann Pachelbel  
 had a significant influence on both.  He was born in Nuremberg in 1653 and while his actual birth 
date is unknown, his baptism occurred on September 1, 1653.  He composed prolifically both sa-
cred and secular music and was recognized then and now as the man who unified southern Ger-
man organists during the mid-Baroque period.  Pachelbel's music was popular and well-received 
during his lifetime possibly because he established, developed and composed for unique instru-
mental combinations. 
 
   Today, Pachelbel is best-remembered for “Canon in D” performed as a processional at 
weddings, and as background music to sell light bulbs and other various products.  This writer 
first heard “Canon in D” at the Air & Space museum in Washington, D.C. in the spring of 1978, 
where it was performed in its original format for string quartet, a prelude to the IMAX film TO 
FLY.  Perhaps the composition is so captivating because the eight-measure chord progression 
theme repeats in several variations that crescendo to a final D Major chord.  The Canon has been 
re-arranged for piano, organ, flute quartets, thumb pianos, and even banjo  and guitar quartets. 
 
  Pachelbel served as organist and teacher in various positions in Vienna, Eisenach, and Go-
tha before returning to his birth place, Nuremberg, where he died in March of 1706 at the age of 
52.  Incidentally, J. S. Bach met Pachelbel when he and his colleagues were invited to the wed-
ding of J.S. Bach's eldest brother, Johann Christian, at Erfurt in 1654. 
 
 

Directors of Parish Ministry 
  

 In an historic 1966 speech, Robert Kennedy told a group of college students in South Afri-
ca: “Each time a man acts to improve the lot of others, he sends forth a tiny ripple of hope, and 
crossing each other from a million different centers of energy and daring, those ripples build a 
current that can sweep down the mightiest walls.”  In the coming months you are going to hear a 
lot about Holy Trinity and hope and how we can be the center of hope for a community running 
short of it.  Martin Luther told us that “Everything done in this world is done by hope.”  
  
In the coming months we are going to be asking people to help us follow Kennedy’s and Luther’s 
advice and begin to spread tiny ripples of hope throughout Holy Trinity and our community.  Note 
that he didn’t say it takes a tidal wave, only a tiny ripple.  And we won’t be asking for a tidal 
wave only a tiny ripple.  A ripple like baking cookies for a dinner; like volunteering to help teach 
our young; to simply come and plant flowers when asked.  
 
 We know that everyone is busy these days and we won’t be asking for some to do all but 
we will be trying to ask for all to do some.  Please prayerfully consider helping spread the hope of 
Holy Trinity to those in need when asked and to consider one final Martin Luther quote: “Isn’t it 
amazing how soon not now becomes never?” 
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July Birthdays 
 

1  Lori McCann 

2   Judith Bubeck 

  Darla Swift 

 Brad VanKanegan 

6  Jill Murrin 

7  Marge Stull 

8  Christopher Shultz 

11  Jake Miller 

 Jane McCall 

 Paul Yoos 

12  Bobbie Marshall 

13   Andrew McCall 

14  Natalie Bubenheim 

16  Sheryl Lanning 

 Gloria Spargo 

17   Ed Pitcher 

28  Lisa Bates  

 Michael Lineman 

31  Rusty Saverino 

July Anniversaries 

  
 The following members of our congregation are celebrating 

anniversaries this month.  Congratulate them when you see them. 

 

Rich and Bobbi Marshall   32 years July 21, 1990 

Mark and Esther Wasser   44 years July 22, 1978 

David and Judy Leary   51 years July 24, 1971 

Mike and Erin McKinney   18 years July 24, 2004 

Rich and Denise Hall   39 years July 30, 1983 

Good Shepherd Request for  

July 
The Good Shepherd Center is our church 

community social service agency that supports the 

needs of many in the area.   

The Good Shepherd Center's request for  

Holy Trinity for July is peanut butter and or jelly.  

Donations may be placed in the marked box in the 

cloister.    

  Thanks for the Help 
 It's been so long since we have had a lot 
of people to the house that I was feeling a bit 
rusty at being a hostess.       
 Thanks to everybody who just pitched in 
and helped with preparations to make the gather-

ing to see the 
lambs a won-
derful day.   
 
Bonnie 
Massing 

If You Travel this  Summer:  
  Summer Offerings:  Let us remem-

ber to be regular givers as well as faithful 

worshippers during the summer!  Our con-

gregation’s life and ministry is year-round. 

   Before leaving for vacation, give 

your offerings for the Sundays that you will 

be away from worship; upon returning from 

occasional absences, “catch up” your offer-

ings.  Regular giving is a practice of faithful 

discipleship. 

  Upon returning from vacation, turn 

in your worship bulletin from the church you 

visited while away so we may add you to our 

Trinity Travelers list. 
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Evangelical Lutheran Church   

of the Holy Trinity 

One Trinity Place 

Greenville, PA  16125 

The Messenger is a publication of: 
  

The Evangelical Lutheran Church  
of the Holy Trinity 

1 Trinity Place 
Greenville, PA 16125 

724-588-8870 
 

Email address 
holytrinitygreenville@verizon.net 

 
Website: 

www.holytrinitygreenvillepa.com  
 

Staff 

Pastor: 

Pastor Brenda Martin 

 

Director of Music: 

Maidene Hackett 

 

Office Administrator: 

Catherine Richardson 

Sexton: 

Jennifer Martin 

Directors of Parish Ministry: 
Don and  Sue Achenbach 

 

 

Officers of the Congregation 
 

Vice-President:  
Olivia Martin-Call 

 
Secretary:  

Linda Armstrong 
 

Treasurer: 
Tammy Daniello 

 
Financial Secretary:  

Lana Mozes 

Council Members 
 

Linda Armstrong 
Mary Beth Bradley 
Tammy Daniello 

Debbie Faber 
Chuck Lanning 

Jim Martin 
Olivia Martin-Call 

Bob Massing 
Matt Morgan 
Bob Olson 
Ed Pitcher 

Barbara Swartz 
 

Office Hours: 
 

Monday - Thursday 
9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

 


