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From our Pastor 
 

Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
 

O God, you have called your servants to ventures of which we 

cannot see the ending, by paths as yet untrodden, through perils 

unknown. Give us faith to go out with good courage, not knowing 

where we go, but only that your hand is leading us and your love 

supporting us; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,  

 

We are now in the early days of Eastertide, having experienced a 
joyful celebration of the resurrection of our Lord, and what a cele-
bration it was! We saw old faces and young faces, familiar faces 
and new faces. We raised our voices together, singing our praises, 
in another step forward after pandemic limitations. We heard the 
rustling of kids and heard their voices added to our chorus of 
amens. We joined in as a congregation to welcome little Ezra 
through the waters of baptism. We saw doves and butterflies in 
procession, with our small army of acolytes leading us. 
 
Dear church, we not only celebrated the resurrection, but we ex-
perienced it! New life abounds, and we are in the midst of it. 
 
Even as new life surrounds us, we continue to pray this prayer we 
have prayed at nearly all of our principal liturgies for the last year, 
acknowledging that we are on a path whose ending we cannot see. 
We are still on that path, but we continue to be reminded of the 
God who is leading us, supporting us, loving us through all 
things, bearing our burdens, and carrying us when we need to be 
carried. 
 
We walk in newness of life, a promise made real with an empty 
tomb. 
 
Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 
Pastor Brenda + 
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      Being ‘hit by Easter’: 
  ‘That’s what I go to church for, to be surprised by faith and to fall apart.’ 
 
 At our church council meeting on the Tuesday after Easter, we used for our devotions this 
portion of a column written by Garrison Keillor in 2019 about being “hit by Easter.” It so resonated 
with our council members that we began a discussion, sharing the joyfulness of being hit by Easter. 
 
 Have you ever been hit by Easter? It’s a wonderful thing, really, when it happens. 
 
 Here is what Garrison Keillor wrote about being hit by Easter: 
 
 ”Church was packed on Easter morning, brass players up in the choir loft, ladies with big 
hats, girls in spring dresses, and when the choir and clergy processed up the aisle, the woman 
swinging the censer looked like a drum major leading the team to victory, which is what Easter is 
about, the triumph over death. 
 
 Resurrection is not something we Christians talk about in the same way we talk about our 
plans for summer vacation or retirement, but it is proclaimed on Easter and the hymns are quite con-
fident (with added brass) and the rector seemed to believe in it herself and so an old writer sitting 
halfway back and surrounded by good singers has to think along those lines. It’s right there in the 
Nicene Creed and in Luke’s Gospel — the women come to the tomb and find the stone rolled away 
and the mysterious strangers say, “Why seek ye the living among the dead?” 
 
 And then, on my way back from Communion, the choir struck up a hymn, “I am the bread of 
life,” with a rocking chorus, “And I will raise them up. And I will raise them up. And I will raise 
them up on the last day.” As the congregation sang, a few people stood and some raised their hands 
in the air, a charismatic touch unusual among Anglicans, and then more people stood. I stood. I 
raised my right hand. I imagined my long-gone parents and brother and grandson and aunts and un-
cles rising from the dead and coming into radiant glory, and then I was weeping and my mouth got 
rubbery and I couldn’t form the consonants. I stayed for the benediction, slipped out a side door on-
to Amsterdam Avenue, and headed home. 
 
 That’s what I go to church for, to be surprised by faith and to fall apart. Without the Resur-
rection, Episcopalians would be just a wonderful club of very nice people with excellent taste in 
music and literature, but when it hits you what you’ve actually subscribed to, it blows the top of 
your head off." 
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          Welcomed into God’s family 
 
 On Easter Sunday, 8-month-old Ezra Wasser, son of Naomi Marshall and Tyler Wasser, was 
baptized into the faith, claimed as a child of God and marked with the cross of Christ forever. We 
welcome Ezra and his mom and dad into our family of faith at Holy Trinity. 
 
 
     Welcome to new members 
 
 At our April council meeting, we accepted into membership at Holy Trinity three people: 
Duane Lewis, Michelle Wentling and Jamin Wentling. All of them have been worshiping with us 
for quite some time, and while we have long since viewed them as part of our family of faith, it is 
now official. 
 We have quite a few “new” members who have joined with us since the beginnings of the 
pandemic, although we have not acknowledged that in worship. On Pentecost Sunday, June 5 — the 
day when we celebrate the Holy Spirit’s movement in the “young” church — we will officially wel-
come all of them during our morning worship. 
 
 
      We’re updating our church directory 
 
 Our church directory will be getting a long-needed update. In the coming weeks, someone 
from the church will be calling you so that we can update names, addresses, phone numbers, email 
addresses. A printed directory will be produced and will be available to all of our members.  
 We know that most of us watch our phones and don’t take calls from numbers that we don’t 
know, so we can avoid being sold an extended car warranty. If we can’t reach you, we’ll leave a 
message for you to call back.  
 We will also investigate the cost and feasibility of doing an updated pictoral directory in the 
future. 
 
 
Parish Education Committee Invites You to Join in Celebrating Another Year of Sun-

day School! 
 On Sunday, May 22nd, we will once again gather to celebrate the completion of another year 
of learning at Holy Trinity!  After worship that day, we plan to gather in-person for this annual 
event, and we hope to meet as we did last year—outside in the park, across the alley from our 
church.  (If the weather does not cooperate, we’ll just head downstairs instead.)  We will assemble 
to socialize, to thank and recognize our teachers and helpers, and to enjoy some refreshments.  ALL 
OF YOU are invited, whether you have participated in classes this year or not!  Please plan to join 
us! 
 
Thank you, 
Kris Abraham, Parish Education Chair 
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Holy Trinity Graduates to be Honored in June 
 

 The Parish Education Committee has selected Sunday, June 12, as our day to recognize and 
honor our graduates of High School, College, and Graduate Programs.  Please plan to be present to 
congratulate our graduates, who will be our guests of honor that day.  We invite you to stay a while 
after the service to greet and catch up a little with our scholars, and enjoy a cake and punch recep-
tion after worship.   Our plan is to celebrate downstairs as we have traditionally, but if a change in 
COVID protocols should be necessary before that date, updates will be shared with you. 
 If your family has a graduate this year, please be on the lookout for information that Cathy 
will send out.  She will need information about each graduate to compile biography details, so when 
you receive your info form, please complete and return it to her as soon as possible.  Help your 
church family to celebrate your accomplishments!  Thank you in advance for your prompt assis-
tance with this! 
 
Thank you, 
Kris Abraham, Parish Education Chair 
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Good Shepherd Request for May  
 
The Good Shepherd Center is our church community social 

service agency that supports the needs of many in the area.  The 

Good Shepherd Center's request for Holy Trinity for May is peanut 

butter.  Donations may be taken direct to the Food Pantry or  

placed in the marked box in the cloister.   

 

 

       All-congregation dinner: Sunday, June 26 
 
 Mark your calendars for June 26, when we will hold an all-congregation dinner immediately 
after Sunday morning worship, and we’ll get to hear for the first time a report from the Reformed: 
Always Reforming committee. 
 
 This is our annual meeting, so there will be the work of electing council members. But the 
purpose of this day is much bigger. The work of the Reformed: Always Reforming committee in 
charting some steps for us to take into the future will be unveiled on this day. 
 
 The committee has been at work since the first days of the pandemic in early 2020 — 
through all the starts and stops that the pandemic has brought — and has listed 82 actionable items 
that we can take as we envision where we want Holy Trinity to be in 20 years time, what the work 
of the congregation should include, and where the Holy Spirit is calling us to be in our community. 
The work already done is substantial. 
 
 Don Achenbach, who is chairing the Reformed: Always Reforming committee, will walk us 
through the presentation of that group’s work. 
 
 Also joining us that day will be the Rev. Harold “Jake” Jacobson, an assistant to the bishop 
for the Northwestern Pennsylvania Synod. He will be there to hear the Reformed group’s report, as 
some of our goals will require guidance and assistance from the synod. 
 
 You’ll hear more about the meeting in coming weeks, but please save the date on your  
calendar! 
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May  

Birthdays 
 

1  Nancy Ullstrom 

2  Pastor Brenda Martin 

4  Don Achenbach 

 Larry Franklin 

6  Melodie Knapp 

 Jerry Smith 

 Gianna Weaver 

8  Cassie Mozes 

 Debbie Yoos 

12  Dalton Daniello 

18  Nancy Knapp 

 Mervin Newton 

 Bob Olson 

19  Brian McCall 

24  Catherine Mott 

26  Barry Oman 

28   Milo Anderson 

  Shirley Hildebrand 

 Gretchen Minetti 

29  Lynne Wilson 

31  Mary Jo Skruck  

May Anniversaries 

 

 The following members of our congregation are celebrating 

anniversaries this month.  Congratulate them when you see them. 
 

B.J. and Lori McCann   31 years May 4, 1991 

Jim and Lucy Shaffer   50 years May 6, 1972 

Ted and Vicki Hildebrand   37 years May 11, 1985 

John Logan and Catherine Mott 13 years May 24, 2009 

Todd and Tammy Daniello  26 years May 25, 1996 

Mervin and Sara Newton   32 years May 26, 1990 

Pastor Martin and Sally Roth  55 years May 27, 1967 

Ray and Lisa Mozes   29 years May 29, 1993 

B.J. and Kristy Mozes   19 years May 31, 2003 

Interested In Church Membership? 
 

If you have been visiting with us and would like to know more 

about becoming a member at Holy Trinity, please see Pastor Brenda. 

If you’d like to know what it means to be a member, please see Pastor 

Brenda. 

Once the pandemic has eased, we will 

have one or two sessions about what it means 

to be Lutheran in today’s world, especially 

given our uniquely Lutheran voice that we are 

saved by God’s grace alone, which is good 

news for every one of us. 

Property Thank You 
 

 Thanks to everyone who was able to help with the Outdoor 

Property workday on April 30.  Much was accomplished with your 

help. 

 

Ed Pitcher 

Property Manager 
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From Our Director of Music 
 

                                   

 
 This article reviews briefly the life of Zachau [Zachow] Fredrich Wilhelm, teacher of G. F. 
Handel, discussed in the April 2022 Messenger article of two the ultimate Baroque organists and 
composers, namely J.S. Bach and Handel. 
 Zachau was born in Leipzig in 1663.  His early musical education was directed by his father, 
maternal grandfather, and other relatives who labored as Stadtpfeifer [town pipers/musicians];    
initially, he learned flute and other woodwinds followed by some brass and basic harpsichord.  He 
was probably introduced to organ while he was a student in the Leipzig school for poor children. 
 In his early teens his family moved to Ellenburg, a small town situated between Halle and 
Leipzig in  what eventually became known as Germany (1848).  During his lifetime he was known 
and  recognized as a composer of cantatas and church organ music, an organist, and as a teacher.   
In the twenty-first century he is mostly remembered as the primary teacher of George Friederich 
Handel. 
 Zachau was elected to be the organist at Marienkirche (St. Mary) in Halle.  From this start in 
1684 until his death in 1712, Zachau maintained his position as organist, additionally organizing 
cantata concerts during afternoons on every third Sunday, and being the music instructor of many 
students in the lHalle/Leipzig area.   
 In 1692, approximately eight years after Zachau began his tenure at Marienkirche, Handel 
began his study at about the age of seven with Zachau, who recognized immediately the young 
George's ability, first at the harpsichord and later at the church organ. Evidently, Zachau doted on 
the brilliant young student and assisted Handel in enlarging his talents and possibilities in Halle, 
Italy, and England.    
 Many of Zachau's cantatas and other organ music can be found in The Berlin Library. 
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Pentecost Flowers 
 Help decorate the chancel for the Day of Pentecost by ordering a  

geranium.   

 An additional option is that donations may be made to the Evangelical 

Lutheran Church in America’s “Disaster Response.”  All donations may be 

designated in memory or in honor of a loved one or in celebration of an 

event as indicated below.   

  

 All plants are $9.75 each 

 
You may take them home following the Service or leave them for outdoor planting around the 
church.   
 

All orders must be turned into the Church Office by Sunday, May 15, 2022. 

 
Envelope #:  ________ 
 
I would like to order  ______ geranium (s) at $9.75 each.      
 
I would like to donate $________ to ELCA “Disaster Response.” 
 
Total Amount enclosed:     $__________    ( ___ cash)      ( ___ check) 
 
 
Information for the Pentecost bulletin:  
 
In honor of (living):   _____________________________________________________________  
 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
In memory of (deceased)  __________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
In celebration of (event)   __________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Order placed by    ________________________________   Phone ___________________ 
 
 
___  I wish to take the plant (s) following the Sunday Service. 
 
___  I wish to leave the plant (s) for the planting around the church. 
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Evangelical Lutheran Church   

of the Holy Trinity 

One Trinity Place 

Greenville, PA  16125 

The Messenger is a publication of: 
  

The Evangelical Lutheran Church  
of the Holy Trinity 

1 Trinity Place 
Greenville, PA 16125 

724-588-8870 
 

Email address 
holytrinitygreenville@verizon.net 

 
Website: 

www.holytrinitygreenvillepa.com  
 

Staff 

Pastor: 

Pastor Brenda Martin 

 

Director of Music: 

Maidene Hackett 

 

Office Administrator: 

Catherine Richardson 

 

Sexton: 

Jennifer Martin 

 

Officers of the Congregation 
 

Vice-President:  
Olivia Martin-Call 

 
Secretary:  

Linda Armstrong 
 

Treasurer: 
Tammy Daniello 

 
Financial Secretary:  

Lana Mozes 
 
 

Council Members 
 

Linda Armstrong 
Mary Beth Bradley 
Tammy Daniello 

Debbie Faber 
Chuck Lanning 

Jim Martin 
Olivia Martin-Call 

Bob Massing 
Matt Morgan 
Bob Olson 
Ed Pitcher 

Barbara Swartz 
 

Office Hours: 
 

Monday - Thursday 
9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

 


