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You are from dust
O God, you have called your servants to ventures of which we
cannot see the ending, by paths as yet untrodden, through perils unknown. Give us faith to go out with good courage, not knowing
where we go, but only that your hand is leading us and your love
supporting us; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,
You are from dust, and to dust you shall return.
These are the words spoken to us when an ashen cross is
placed on our foreheads on Ash Wednesday, a reminder that while
we are living and breathing now, life is not permanent, that we all
face the same end, when life and breath leave our bodies. As we
enter the third year of global pandemic, death has been before us
every single day in ways that we don’t normally live with death.
You are from dust, and to dust you shall return.
These words can sting, for they remind us that all that we
cling to here on our earthly pilgrimage will be one day left behind.
You are from dust, and to dust you shall return.
In the second reading on Ash Wednesday, Paul tells the
church at Corinth that “now is the acceptable time; see, now is the
day of salvation! (2 Corinthians 6:2). Even as we receive the ashen
cross on our foreheads, Ash Wednesday can be a poignant reminder
for us, and for the whole church, that God’s salvation and grace are
not given to perfect people but are instead intended to perfect all the
ways we miss the mark. Even as we wear ashes, we are perfectly
loved by a God who has a tender spot for imperfect creatures. Now is
the day of salvation!
As we ease our pandemic precautions in March and return to
how we were functioning last fall — fully in-person worship and education with masks — we enter the fullness of our Holy Trinity Lenten experience.
See the detailed list of Lenten activities in the following pages.
Blessings to you, dear church, as we enter these 40 days, imperfect
people yet perfectly loved.
Pastor Brenda +
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Welcome back: Covid protocols eased
Beginning the last weekend in February, after action at our church council meeting in February, we
have eased the Covid protocols we began following after Christmas. Our Saturday evening has resumed, and we are inviting people back on Sunday mornings. We continue to have the live-stream
option for those who feel safer at home. Our Sunday morning worship will also have increased
singing. Our Sunday morning educational offerings — Sunday School, confirmation and adult
classes — are also resuming this month. We continue to require masks, although we look forward to
the day when this, too, will not be necessary.

Sunday School, confirmation, adult education resume
After easing Covid protocols, we will resume our Sunday morning educational offerings on Sunday,
March 6. Sunday School, confirmation and adult education will all take place immediately after
worship, usually between 10:45 a.m. and 11 a.m.

Women’s study group: The story of Ruth
Our group of women at Holy Trinity who will enter a year-long study of the book of Ruth will
(finally!) have their first meeting on Sunday, March 20, at 11 a.m., after our Sunday worship. We
will meet in the Roth Library. This group will meet once a month, and will look at the book of Ruth
using a book written by Sister Joan Chittister, that guides us through the 11 things every woman
faces at some time in her life, and how our experiences mirror the experiences of these faithful
women from the story of Ruth.
Before our first meeting, please read the book of Ruth in your Bible. (It’s short, and you can read it
in one sitting of about 15 minutes.) Pastor Brenda has copies of the Chittister book and will bring
them that day for those who have not yet picked one up. Hope to see you there!

Reformed: Always Reforming: You’re about to hear all about it!
The Reformed: Always Reforming committee, which started forming in 2019 to begin the task of
imagining where Holy Trinity might be in 20 years and then figuring out how to get there, has completed the first phase of its work, and in early February gave a presentation to the church council.
The presentation was full of ideas and thoughts and dreams about how God was calling us, people
centered in a rich worship life, to respond to our neighborhood, the community and world. As all of
the committee meetings were filled with life and hope and possibilities, so was the presentation to
council. The presentation inspired many questions and other new ideas.
One of the questions was how to present all of this information and all of these ideas to the congregation. After discussing different alternatives, the council members decided they wanted the congregation to hear the entirety of the report in the same way they did, with a presentation by Don
Achenbach, who chaired the committee and steered this project.
We are planning to host a meal, most likely on a Sunday after worship, but we are waiting until after Easter to schedule it. We are hoping that Covid numbers are significantly down by that point so
that we can all gather in as safe a manner as possible.
Watch for an event to happen in, hopefully, early May.
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Consider joining the church staff: Two positions open
There are two openings on our Holy Trinity staff that we hope to fill this spring.
The first is a new position, called Director of Parish Ministry, approved by the congregation when
the budget was approved at our January congregational meeting. The Director of Parish Ministry
will oversee our education, outreach and care ministries. It is a part-time position of 15-20 hours a
week, with flexible scheduling. One of the requirements for the position is to be a member of Holy
Trinity. For a full job description, please see Pastor Brenda.
The position of sexton is also open. This position, of caring for our building, has been filled since
last fall by Alyssa and Aubrey Martin, who agreed to serve on a temporary basis. It is a part-time
position of 15-20 hours a week, with flexible scheduling. Membership at Holy Trinity is not required for this position, so please talk to friends or family members who you think might have an
interest. For a full job description, please see Pastor Brenda.

A new worship opportunity: Sunday evening service
Beginning on Sunday, March 27, Holy Trinity will begin offering a new monthly service that will
lift up a different expression of our worship of God.
The services will be the last Sunday of each month and will have different styles and forms. They
will all be non-Eucharist services and be quieter and more meditative, which invite us into experiencing the mysteries of God in a different way.
The services will be at 5:30 p.m., and they will last between 35-45 minutes.
Please consider joining us for our first service on March 27.
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Lent at Holy Trinity
Lent begins this year with Ash Wednesday on March 2. Please mark these dates on your calendar.
We will try to adhere as closely as possible to our Lenten traditions at Holy Trinity this year, while
adapting where we must because of the pandemic. The April newsletter will have information about
Holy Week and Easter services.

Services of Holy Communion
We will celebrate our principal weekend liturgies on Saturdays at 5:30 p.m. and Sundays at 9:30
a.m. There will also be the option of small gatherings for the celebration of the Eucharist for those
who do not feel comfortable in the larger weekend gatherings. Those will be held on Wednesdays
during Lent immediately after the service of Evening Prayer at 6:15 p.m., and on Thursday mornings at 10 a.m. If you would like to attend a Thursday service, remember that you must schedule by
Wednesday of that week with the church office.

Lenten Prayer Retreat
Mark your calendar for our Lenten Prayer Retreat, which returns after a pandemic hiatus in 2021.
The retreat will be held Saturday, March 5, the first Saturday in Lent, from 9 a.m. to noon.
We will begin in the sanctuary with communal prayer, then break off into about a dozen interactive
prayer stations that will be set up throughout the building. You will go to the prayer stations on your
own, which means that groupings at each prayer station will be smaller and safer. As one of the
prayer stations, we will again have our prayer labyrinth set up downstairs in Trinity Hall.
We will gather together at the end of the morning for a meditative rite of healing, with laying on of
hands and anointing.
This has been a very meaningful event for those who have gathered in previous years. Please join us
as we begin this Lenten season in prayer.
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Wednesday Evening Prayer and Lenten study
We do not believe it is possible to safely hold the usual Wednesday soup suppers, so we will not
host those this year.
We WILL gather for Evening Prayer at 6:15 p.m. in the sanctuary. We will also have a brief distribution of Holy Communion at the conclusion of Evening Prayer for those who wish to remain in
the church.
We will not have an in-person Lenten study on Wednesdays after Evening Prayer, but we will
have a Lenten study as part of our Thursday evening Zoom Happy Hour. The Lenten study will be
led by our Thiel intern, Branston Peece, and will be held on March 3, 17, 24 and 31 at 7 p.m. and
April 7 at 8 p.m. (Happy Hour only will be held on March 10 at 8 p.m. There will be no Lenten
study that week while Branston is on spring break.)
If you would like to participate via Zoom and would like the link emailed to you, please contact
the church office so that we can send you the link.
The link for the Happy Hour during Lent is:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87652104120?pwd=S0pTTjc3WFpzNW1IR1B1cFk3dzh5dz09
Meeting ID: 876 5210 4120
Passcode: 563031

Stations of the Cross
We will gather in person to pray Stations of the Cross on Friday evenings at 5:30, in the chancel
area of the sanctuary. Please enter through the office door. For those who would like to pray Stations from home, our recording of Stations of the Cross is available on our YouTube channel at
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCamdlF705R3knw7NEksvFxg.

Morning Prayer
We will be gathering at the church to pray Morning Prayer on weekdays during Lent at 8:30 a.m.
Please enter the church through the office door. Because we typically pray for every member of
the congregation by name during Lent at these services, we have created a simplified order of
Morning Prayer for you to pray at home every day during this season. See that order, and the list
of names for each day, in a special pull-out page of this newsletter.
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Sunday Church School Lenten Project 2022 Calling All Bunnies!
The Parish Education Committee is requesting participation
from the congregation in our SCS Lenten Project.
For the Good Shepherd Center’s Easter basket distribution this year,
we will again be collecting chocolate bunnies. The response to this
effort last year was terrific, and feedback from GSC indicates that the
bunnies were much appreciated by the kids who received them! We
ask that the bunnies be medium-sized, preferably 6 oz. Having a
uniform size helps make the preparation of the baskets a little easier for
GSC staff.
Bunnies can be brought in, starting on Ash Wednesday (March
2) and placed on tables which will be located as usual at two spots – in
the narthex, and in the administrative hall near the back alley door. We
will need to have all bunnies collected by Tuesday, March 29, in order
for GSC to have them in time for the Easter basket distribution dates.
At the time this announcement is being submitted, we are not certain whether we will be
worshiping in-person when Lent begins, or still engaging in virtual participation. Please adhere
to all COVID-safe practices that HTLC has in place, whether dropping off bunnies during worship, or at other times during the week.
Thank you so much in advance for any help you can provide with our Lenten Project!
Kris Abraham, Parish Education Committee Chair

Dear Holy Trinity Friends,
Thank you so much for your prayers, cards, phone calls, text messages, and sweet treats
during my recovery. Despite receiving a diagnosis of recurrent cancer three days prior to total
hip replacement surgery, I have finished physical therapy and radiation treatments and am doing very well. Please know that your support and encouragement have made a positive difference in my recovery and attitude.
Sincerely,
Barbara Swartz
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From Our Director of Music

On February 27. 2022 at the 9:30 am liturgy the Hymn of the Day (HOD) was How Good
Lord, To Be Here (hymn tune name (Potsdam) a captivating melody that serves as the vehicle for
the text written by Joseph Armitage Robinson (1858) in Keysham, England. Educated at Christ’s
College, Cambridge he received four degrees there: a BA in 1881; Master of Arts in 1884; Bachelor of Divinity in 189; Doctor of Divinity in 1896. Not surprisingly he continued his association
with the college as a fellow until he became an honorary fellow in 1904.In addition to academic
degrees he became a deacon around the time he began pursuit of his fist degree at Christ college
followed by his ordination as a priest the following year 1882. He served in a variety of academic and church positions among those that included dean of Christ college (1888-1892), rector of
St Margaret, Westminster for a year followed by Canon for three years, and dean of Westminster
for twenty years. Finally, he served twenty years (1911-1933) as dean of Wells until his death at
Upton Noble in May 1933. The text of this hymn was written specifically for and on the feast of
the Transfiguration in 1888 during his study of the aforementioned degrees. Robinson was the
recipient of honorary degrees in England and Europe for his theological studies and publications
that included a commentary on Ephesians on 1903.
The story of the hymn tune name Potsdam involves the king of Prussia and
J.S.Bach’s son, Karl Phillip Emmanuel appointed as Kappelmeister in 1740 by Frederick. In
1747 Bach visited his son and during that trip was invited by Frederick to perform on several different organs in Potsdam as well as examining the ‘new” pianofortes built by Silberman that had
been distributed throughout the palace. The tale continues that King Frederick suggested a
“subject” (Frederick admired J.S. Bach’s ability to improvise) a short series of notes that ‘the Old
Man’ improvised on the spot. After his return home J.S. composed an developed a few contrapuntal pieces which he then sent to the Prussian king as a Musicakalische Opfe, that is a musical
offering. The hymn melody itself is borrowed from J. S. Bach’s 2nd fugue from The Well Tempered Clavier completed in 1742; the tune was further adapted for hymn singing by William Mercer in 1854.

Interested In Church Membership?
If you have been visiting with us and would like to
know more about becoming a member at Holy Trinity, please
see Pastor Brenda. If you’d like to know what it means to be a
member, please see Pastor Brenda.
Once the pandemic has eased, we will have one or two
sessions about what it means to be Lutheran in today’s world,
especially given our uniquely Lutheran voice that we are
saved by God’s grace alone, which is good news for every one
of us.
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Applications For Holy Trinity Scholarships
Available on March 1st
Scholarship applications will become available on March 1st. The deadline for all applications will be May 1st. Please contact the church office if you are interested in any of the following
applications:
Shaffer-Pearson Scholarship
Available to active members of Holy Trinity Lutheran Church going on to college or other
post high-school education as a full-time student.
Paula Meleky Scholarship
Available to members of Holy Trinity Lutheran Church with preference given to those
pursuing a teaching degree at Thiel College. If no eligible member in the field of education
applies, other persons in other fields and colleges will be considered.
Dr. Peter And Helen Brath Scholarship
Available to active members of Holy Trinity Lutheran Church enrolled or going to be
enrolled as full time Thiel College students.
Wilbur P. Baird / Warren Shelly Scholarship
Available to active members of Holy Trinity Lutheran Church going on to college or other
post high-school education.
The Jack M. and Marjorie H. Dershimer Scholarship Fund
Available to active members of Holy Trinity Lutheran Church enrolled or going to be
enrolled as Thiel College students.
The William and Adelaide Horner Higher Education Endowed Scholarship
Available to active members of Holy Trinity Lutheran Church enrolled or going to be
enrolled in any accredited Lutheran College or any accredited college in W. PA.
The Scholarship Committee will meet and make recommendations for approval at the June
Council meeting.
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Good Shepherd March Request
The Good Shepherd Center is our church community social service agency that supports
the needs of many in the area. The Good Shepherd Center's request for Holy Trinity for March
is canned vegetables. Donations may be placed in the mar ked box in the cloister .

Second Mile Giving for March - Greenville Area School
District Backpack Program
Each month, we offer the opportunity for our members to reach out into the greater community to those who are seeking to minister to people with specific needs, through our Second
Mile Giving – our financial gifts beyond our regular offerings.
In April, we are seeking to help the Backpack Program for Greenville Area School District
Elementary Students through Christian Fitness Ministries.
Backpack Program
The Backpack Program is a nationwide program of Feeding America, which is coordinated locally by the Community Food Warehouse. Through a partnership between Christian Fitness
Ministries, Community Food Warehouse, and Greenville Area School District, this program will
be made available for elementary (K-6) students who meet eligibility requirements.

Purpose:

The Backpack Program meets the needs of hungry elementary (K-6) children
of the Greenville Area School District by providing them with nutritious and
easy-to-prepare food to take home on weekends and school vacations when
other resources are not available.

Who:

Elementary children enrolled in Kindergarten through Grade 6 who meet
eligibility criteria for determining chronic hunger. (Participation is optional)

What:

Food for 4 meals, including 100% fruit juice, shelf-stable milk, cereal, fruit
cups, protein entrees, and healthy snacks.

How:

Food packs are assembled by a team of volunteers and delivered to the
schools and discreetly placed into the student’s backpack on Friday (or the

last
day before a school vacation) by school designated personnel.
Cost:

$25.00 per child per month for 9 months. ($225.00
per child per year)

Second Mile envelopes can be found in the pew racks, or you may
mail your contribution to the church office in an envelope clearly marked,
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March Anniversaries
The following members of our congregation are celebrating
anniversaries this month. Congratulate them when you see them.
Fred and Betty K. Junk

March 8, 1962

60 years

March
Birthdays
1
2
3
4
6
7
8
9
11
12
13
15
16
17
18
19
22
24
25
26
28
30

Fran Black
Carol McQueen
Hannah McKinney
Bonnie Massing
Jeremy Miller
Elizabeth Lewis
Paul Good
Richard Meeker
Miranda Bubenheim
Ruth Heil
Kelly Oros
Ruth Gruber
Kris Abraham
Peg Browning
Josh Stubert
Marj Stubert
Kyle Roth
Keegan McCann
Brent VanKanegan
Jackson Weaver
Debbie Faber
Ted Hildebrand
Nick Yoos
Linda Armstrong
Kris Long
Pastor Martin Roth
Paula Banco
Janet Kunczt
Betsy Hildebrand

A Reminder: Let Us Know When
Someone Is Hospitalized
If you or someone you know has been hospitalized, please
let the church office or the pastor know.
Many people assume that nursing homes or hospitals alert
the church when someone is being treated. Because of the laws surrounding privacy (known as HIPAA), organizations have been required for a number of years now to honor your privacy in releasing
information. Even if we call a hospital and ask if someone is being
treated, hospitals are not allowed to tell us.
When you share information with us, it allows us to offer
pastoral care, deliver flowers from the Sunday altar, and visit and
pray with people when they’re not feeling well. Thank you for helping us in this ministry of the church.
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Easter Flower / ELCA Disaster Response Form
Help decorate the chancel for Easter by ordering potted flowers for our celebration of the
Festival of the Resurrection. You may also make a donation to the ELCA Disaster Response.
Your donation may be made in celebration of, in memory of, or in honor of a person (s) or an
event. (Amounts given are not listed in the bulletin.)
The deadline for ordering flowers and making a donation to Disaster Response is Sunday,
March 27, 2022.
Please enclose payment for both Easter flowers and Disaster Response donations when you
return this completed form to the church office.

______Lily ($10.50)

______Tulip ($9.50)

______ Donation to ELCA Disaster Response
Amount Enclosed $ __________

Envelope Number: _____________

(Please make checks payable to Holy Trinity Lutheran Church)
To the Glory of God and in Memory (deceased) of: ______________________________
________________________________________________________________________
To the Glory of God and in Honor (living) of: __________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
To the Glory of God and in Celebration (event) of: ______________________________
________________________________________________________________________
______ I/we wish to pick up my/our Easter plant(s) after the 9:30 a.m. Service on Easter
Day. Flowers can be picked up the Tuesday after Easter if you are unable to pick
them up on Easter Sunday.
______ I/we wish to have my/our Easter plant(s) delivered to a shut-in.

______________________________________
(Your name)
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______________________
(Phone)

Evangelical Lutheran Church
of the Holy Trinity
One Trinity Place
Greenville, PA 16125

The Messenger is a publication of:
The Evangelical Lutheran Church
of the Holy Trinity
1 Trinity Place
Greenville, PA 16125
724-588-8870
Email address
holytrinitygreenville@verizon.net

Website:
www.holytrinitygreenvillepa.com
Staff
Pastor:
Pastor Brenda Martin
Director of Music:
Maidene Hackett

Office Administrator:
Catherine Richardson
Sexton:
Alyssa and Aubrey Martin
Officers of the Congregation
Vice-President:
Olivia Martin-Call
Secretary:
Linda Armstrong
Treasurer:
Tammy Daniello
Financial Secretary:
Lana Mozes
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Council Members
Linda Armstrong
Mary Beth Bradley
Tammy Daniello
Debbie Faber
Chuck Lanning
Jim Martin
Olivia Martin-Call
Bob Massing
Matthew Morgan
Bob Olson
Ed Pitcher
Barbara Swartz
Office Hours:
Monday - Thursday
9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

