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O God, you have called your servants to ventures of which we cannot see
the ending, by paths as yet untrodden, through perils unknown. Give us
faith to go out with good courage, not knowing where we go, but only that
your hand is leading us and your love supporting us; through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.
I come to you in the name of Jesus Christ, the One who was, who
is, and who is to return again. Amen.
A wise person once told me that when you are called TO something, it means you are also being called AWAY from something. The mix
of those two things is always bittersweet.
We have now said goodbye to our long-time office administrator
Tammy Williams, who is beginning a new position with the Meadville
Medical Center. Tammy has given us 22 years, served with three pastors
and two interim pastors, taken your phone calls, visited with you, and
(thankfully) documented all of the things we do at Holy Trinity to keep
things moving. We wish to her Godspeed and farewell, and send her with
our blessing and God’s blessing in this new time for her.
We also now welcome our long-time member Catherine Richardson, who began on November 22 as our new office administrator. We wish
her blessings in this new, although not unfamiliar, position. Catherine
filled in for a number of months when her daughter Sidney was a baby.
With this change, we have also made changes in how the office will
be staffed. Our church office will be open Mondays through Thursdays
from 9 a.m. until 2 p.m. The office will be closed on Fridays.
That all of this change is happening as we begin a new church year
reminds us that God promised and continues to promise to make all things
new.
That all of this change — all of this in-between-ness — is happening as we begin Advent reminds us that in this season of Advent, our hope
is not in vain, because the One who came once is with us still in these inbetween times, carrying us through these days.
We wait for Christ to come again, but we also remember that Christ
is with us even now full of grace and truth, through the gift of the Holy
Spirit, in the Word we hear and in the meal of bread and wine, body and
blood.
Emmanuel. God with us.
Pastor Brenda +
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Fall Stewardship – Temple Talk, Pastor Brenda,
November 13 and 14
Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
Our stewardship verse for this year, from the First Epistle of Peter: "Like good stewards of
the manifold grace of God, serve one another with whatever gift each of you has received.” (1 Peter
4:10)
“With whatever gift each of you has received.”
I’ve been thinking a lot in this time when we talk about stewardship about all of the things
that happen here at Holy Trinity, about all of the things you all do here at Holy Trinity. There are
people who set up the altar and who take flowers to shut-ins, who water the plants and mow the
lawn, who buff the floor and who take care of the building. There are people who sing and people
who teach. There are people who organize and people who make desserts for funeral dinners. There
are people who help lead worship by greeting and reading and praying and pouring wine into communion cups. There are people who show up for work days for deep-cleaning and seasonal outdoor
work. There are people who organize gatherings and people who do technology so that we can livestream our worship. There are people who manage our finances and people who agree to serve on
church council to have a part in policies and thinking about how the mission of the church planted in
this place moves forward. There are people who haul all the food we bring in to the Good Shepherd
Center.
There are people — meaning you — who give of your time and your talents and your money
because this place is important to you, and the mission of the church is important to you.
You serve, as the Epistle of Peter says, “with whatever gift each of you has received.”
That makes stewardship “talks” difficult here at Holy Trinity, because what do you say to
people who give of themselves in ways that are already truly remarkable?
Perhaps as stewardship always goes, we need to turn our attention not to the gifts themselves
that we’ve been given by God, but to God the giver, because sometimes we take delight in the gifts
of this life and seek to elevate them rather in the One who gave them to us in the first place.
We hear a little of that in the gospel reading for today when the disciples are in awe of the
stones of the temple, in much the same way as we are in awe of the stones of this temple, our own
holy space. This is the gift from the generations who came before us, who worked and toiled and
gave of their time and their money. Yet they, like us, were only stewards of what had been given to
them by the One who gives everything, including the life of Jesus, to us and for us.
We are stewards, all of us, like those who came before us, joined in this faith by the God who
gives even that.
So today, thanks be to God for bringing us to this time and place. May we continue to be
stewards of it for the sake of our children and our children’s children, yes, but for the sake of the one
who gathered us into this community of faith.
Thanks be to God.

If you have not returned your Commitment Card, please do so.
Extras are available in the Narthex.
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Advent Morning Prayer
Morning Prayer continues Monday through Friday and will conclude on
Thursday, December 23 in the choir pews. It begins at 8:30 a.m. and concludes at 8:50 a.m. Please use the rear parking lot door for entry. Take this opportunity for quiet reflection at the beginning of your day as a way of making spiritual preparation during Advent.

Advent Vespers - An Invitation to Prayer
This month a Service of Evening Prayer will be prayed on the following
Wednesday evenings of Advent: December 1, 8, 15, and 22 at 6:15 p.m. in the
nave. Since the ear liest days, Chr istians have pr ayed in the mor ning, at midday, in the evening and at bedtime.
The images of the day – sunrise, noon, sunset and night – became ways to
understand the presence of Christ throughout the day. And so Christians speak of
Christ the light who never sets, Christ the dawning light of God’s mercy. The lighted large candle
carried into the darkened nave at the beginning of evening prayer represents Christ, and in combination with the Advent Wreath provides a powerful symbol of hope as we sit expectantly in the encroaching winter darkness. Plan to prepare for the Incarnation by prayer, reflection, and meditation
on the Word.

Advent Coin Folders
Advent Coin Folders ar e available for pick up in the nar thex for
anyone interested in keeping this tradition. There is a basket in the narthex
where you may return your folder

Hanging of the Greens
This year the “Hanging of the Greens” will take place on Sunday, December 19 following
worship. J oin in this time of fellowship and pr epar edness for the upcoming Chr istmas litur gies. Remember, many hands make light work for all.
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Blue Christmas:
How to Celebrate When You Don’t Feel Like It
December can be a really difficult month for some of us, especially
those of us who have experienced a recent loss, or for those of us who experienced a long-ago loss that still dampens our holidays.
Whether the loss is the death of someone you care about, changing
life circumstances in relationships or with the economy or with illness, the
feeling of an empty nest while remembering holidays past … all of these
things can make it hard to find the joy in the season.
On Sunday, December 12, at 1:30 p.m., we will be offering a Blue
Christmas liturgy to the community as a time to gather in sacred space, sing, hear God’s word, light
candles, and talk openly about what it feels like to be out-of-step with everyone else at this time of
year. There can be healing in the experience.
We invite you to join us, tell friends and family who you think might benefit, and discover
how a babe born in a manger can bring wholeness to our sometimes-broken lives. Because Christ
was born for this.

Christmas Worship
The wonder, the mystery, the joy of our Lord’s birth is the message and meaning of Christmas. The Twelve Days of this season spread across December 25 through January 5. To gather and
adore Christ in worship is the highlight of this holy time.
Friday, December 24 - Christmas Eve
7:00 p.m. Holy Communion
11:00 p.m. Festival Holy Communion and Candle Lighting
(gathering begins with Special Music for the Holy Night at 10:45 p.m.
Worship concludes as we leave the church in the first minutes of
Christmas Day.)
Saturday, December 25 - Christmas Day
10:45 a.m. Holy Communion
Please note there will be no 5:30 p.m. service on this day.
Sunday, December 26, Fir st Sunday of Chr istmas
9:30 a.m. (No Sunday Chur ch School or Confir mation Class.)
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Christmas for Bethesda
In the narthex there is a bulletin board with the names of some girls that reside at Bethesda in Meadville. If you are interested in providing a gift for one of the
girls, please choose a gift tag, purchase the gift, and return it unwrapped to the
church with the tag attached to the gift and in a plastic bag.
There is also a list of “general” items that can always be used. Gift bags and
wrapping paper are also welcome. Donations may be dropped off in the box in the
narthex or at the church office.

The deadline for all items to be returned is Wednesday, December 8.

Christmas Project for Good Shepherd
In the narthex you will see a small Christmas tree with nametags that list
the name and age of a child. This giving tree will allow you to share a Christmas
gift with a child whose family is known to the Good Shepherd Center. Grab an
nametag and purchase the item for a child.
Deadline to return the gifts to the church is Sunday, December 12. They
will be distributed on Wednesday, December 15. Please be sure that the nametag
is attached to the gift.
Thank you for helping make a child's Christmas special.

Sunday School Advent Project
The Parish Education Committee is asking the congregation to consider participating in our
Advent Project. Back by popular demand, we are going to repeat our Good Shepherd Center
Christmas gift collection project from previous Advent Seasons! You will notice a small tree in the
narthex adorned with ornaments that include the name and age of a child, and gift requests for that
child. You can take an ornament from the tree, make a purchase that corresponds to the information on the ornament, and bring your gift back (unwrapped) to the church. We invite children
and adults alike to join in this project, so that we can share some of the joys of Christmas with children who are known to the Good Shepherd Center.
Please note that the gifts must be brought to Holy Trinity on or before Monday, December
13. The Good Shepherd Center will be distributing the gifts to families that same week.
We thank you so much in advance for your participation!
Kris Abraham, Parish Education Chairperson
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Offering Envelopes Ready for Pick Up
There is a table in the narthex where you will find your box of envelopes for 2022. Please
pick them up and save the church the cost of mailing them to you.
If you see your family members boxes or a neighbors and can drop them off, please take
them as well.
Just a reminder, please do not start using these envelopes until January 2022.

Year-End Contributions to Holy Trinity - Important
Notice: Thursday, December 30 Deadline
All contributions to Holy Trinity Lutheran Church - whether cash or stock - in order to be
recorded as being given in 2020 need to be into the church office no later than Thursday, December
30 or mailed to the church with a postmark no later than December 31.
A reminder: the date of a check is not the determining date. What counts is either the date on
which the church receives a check or the date on which a mailed check is postmarked.
Offerings placed in the offering plate on January 1 must be counted as contributed in the new
year. Begin using new offering envelopes only on or after January 1, 2022.
If you have any special circumstances or questions, please contact the congregation’s treasurer, Tammy Daniello.

Bidding You a Fond Adieu
“For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to
prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.”
Jeremiah 29:11
This verse is one of my favorites and one I cling to during the good and bad times. As God
guided my steps to Holy Trinity, he has now guided me elsewhere. A shorter commute, new people, and the opportunity to learn and grow in new areas was something I could not pass up. Knowing the church’s budgetary concerns and being urged by Pastor Brenda to look for and to accept a
new position, I did so. After many years at Holy Trinity I accepted a position at the Meadville
Medical Center and my last day was November 19.
It was very hard saying goodbye to people I have come to know and love, but change is inevitable. You have given me so much over the years: your support, your laughter, your tears, your
friendship, and your trust. You have made the good times better and the bad times bearable. I take
a part of each of you with me and I leave a part of me with you. Be well my friends.
Peace,
Tammy
6

Altar and Columbarium Flowers for 2022
The sign up sheet for Altar and/or Columbarium flowers is up in the Narthex if you are interested is signing up for the coming year.
We will not have any flowers during Lent which as noted on the sign-up
sheet.
The cost is $25.00 for one Altar vase or $50.00 for both. The cost is
the same for each Columbarium Vase or a total of $50.00 for both.
As always, you will be billed direct from the florist.

Thank You
To my friends at Holy Trinity,
Many thanks for the cards, calls, and prayers during August and September (the latest installation of the 2 1/2 year saga as I dealt with my foot infection). I’m pleased to report the infection is
gone. Being connected to you provided wonderful support for me.
Sincerely,
John Logan
Dear members of Holy Trinity,

Dear Holy Trinity Lutheran Church,

Thank you for supporting my college career by granting me scholarship awards. I am
grateful to have a caring community such as Holy Trinity by my side.

I’d like to thank you for the care package I received. It was very sweet of you all to
think of me. Getting this surprise in my mailbox made my day.
Thank you,
Julia Mozes

God bless,
Dalton Daniello

A Reminder: Let Us Know When Someone Is Hospitalized
If you or someone you know has been hospitalized, please let the church office or the pastor
know.
Many people assume that nursing homes or hospitals alert the church when someone is being treated. Because of the laws surrounding privacy (known as HIPAA), organizations have been
required for a number of years now to honor your privacy in releasing information. Even if we call
a hospital and ask if someone is being treated, hospitals are not allowed to tell us.
When you share information with us, it allows us to offer pastoral care, deliver flowers from
the Sunday altar, and visit and pray with people when they’re not feeling well. Thank you for helping us in this ministry of the church.
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Good Shepherd December Request
The Good Shepherd Center is our church community social service agency that supports the
needs of many in the area. The Good Shepherd Center's request for Holy Trinity for December is
canned soups and stews. Donations may be placed in the mar ked box in the cloister .

Second Mile Giving
ELCA 2022 Youth Gathering
ELCA Youth Gathering Theme: Boundless: God beyond measure

I kneel in prayer to the Father. All beings in heaven and on earth receive their life from
[God]. God is wonderful and glorious. I pray that [God’s] Spirit will make you become strong
followers and that Christ will live in your hearts because of your faith. Stand firm and be deeply
rooted in [God’s] love. I pray that you and all of God’s people will understand what is called wide
or long or high or deep. I want you to know all about Christ’s love, although it is too wonderful to
be measured. Then your lives will be filled with all that God is. I pray that Christ Jesus and the
church will forever bring praise to God. [God’s] power at work in us can do far more than we
dare ask or imagine. Amen.
Ephesians 3:14-21 CEV
We are bound. Bound by our sin, by the expectations of others, by poverty, by -isms that
try to divide us, and by so much more. In a life that often feels as if it has young people in a suffocating grip, we want them to imagine the boundlessness of God: boundless love, boundless mercy,
boundless freedom, boundless creation, boundless strength. All offered from a gracious and loving
God who knows and adores them. All so abundant and endless it cannot be measured.
What are the stories of God’s people, both in Scripture and modern-day, that share the awe
and wonder of just how vast our God is? What does it mean, what does it look and feel like to live
a life “filled with all that God is”? How can young people find themselves within the boundlessness of Christ’s love?
MYLE, the tAble and the Gathering are unique opportunities to invite young people into a
deeper relationship with a God whose possibilities are boundless. Through one-of-a-kind experiences, this ministry stretches and affirms young people’s gifts and calls. They experience the power of the Spirit within them that frees them to live in the grace of God’s boundless love in Jesus
Christ.
Finally, we are excited by the connections this theme offers to our host city of Minneapolis
and the surrounding area. Known as the "City by Nature," Minneapolis is an earth-minded city in
many ways. The Minneapolis Area Synod also names advocacy around care for creation as a top
priority, which would allow us to learn from and support the local expression of the church.
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December Anniversaries

Birthdays

The following members of our congregation are celebrating
anniversaries this month. Congratulate them when you see them.

Judy Leary
Jennifer Martin
Dan Spence
Easton Mozes
Catherine Snyder
Tris Hall
Kaitlyn McCann
Garrett Daniello
Frances Wackenhut
Patricia Leax
Allen Davis
Alyssa Martin
B. J. Mozes
Jonathan Schultz
Erin McKinney

Bill and Judith Bubeck
Chris and Judi Moinet
Mike and Mary Beth Bradley
Ken and Cathy Anderson
Jim and Jennifer Martin
Gene and Gretchen Minetti

62 years
44 years
33 years
39 years
32 years
60 years

December 5, 1959
December 23, 1977
December 27, 1988
December 28, 1982
December 29, 1989
December 30, 1961

Funeral
Sonya M, Wilt
Born:
Married:
Died:

March 7, 1937
August 6, 1960
October 30, 2021

Funeral Liturgy:

November 22, 2021

“Rest eternal grant her, O
Lord; and let light perpetual
shine upon her.”

Interested In Church Membership?
If you have been visiting with us and would like to know more about becoming a member at
Holy Trinity, please see Pastor Brenda. If you’d like to know what it means to be a member, please
see Pastor Brenda.
Once the pandemic has eased, we will have one or two sessions about what it means to be
Lutheran in today’s world, especially given our uniquely Lutheran voice that we are saved by God’s
grace alone, which is good news for every one of us.
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The Evangelical Lutheran Church
of the Holy Trinity
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Office Administrator:
Catherine Richardson
Sexton:
Alyssa Martin
Property Manager:
Ed Pitcher

Email address
holytrinitygreenville@verizon.net

Officers of the Congregation

Website:
www.holytrinitygreenvillepa.com

Vice-President:
Olivia Martin-Call

Staff
Pastor:
Pastor Brenda Martin

Secretary:
Linda Armstrong

Director of Music:
Maidene Hackett

Council Members
Linda Armstrong
Mary Beth Bradley
Tammy Daniello
Debbie Faber
Chuck Lanning
Jim Martin
Olivia Martin-Call
Bob Massing
Matt Morgan
Bob Olson
Ed Pitcher
Barbara Swartz
Office Hours:

Treasurer:
Tammy Daniello

Monday - Thursday
9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

Financial Secretary:
Lana Mozes

Closed Fridays
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