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Welcome in the name of Our Lord Jesus Christ! If you come as a visitor today, we
hope you will leave as a friend. We count it a privilege and a blessing to have you with us
in worship. If you are not presently a member of any congregation, please feel welcome
to gather with us around Jesus in this community of his disciples at Holy Trinity. Come
and worship with us again!
Invitation to Communion: Holy Communion is the body and blood of Jesus Christ by
which our Lord is truly present to forgive sin and bring life and salvation. All baptized
Christians who believe this promise are welcome to commune. Parents with children are
encouraged to come to the altar together. Children who do not yet receive communion
will receive the blessing of the Church from the Pastor.
Procedure for Communing: We will be using a form of processional communion. An
usher will release each pew to come forward at a time to avoid a long line in the aisle.
Pick up a communion cup on either side at the first pew. The pastor will place a host in
your open palm. Turn to either the left or right side to the deacon or communion assistant
to receive wine. After consuming the host and wine, pour any remaining wine into the
container, then discard your cup. Children who have not yet received their First Holy
Communion should come forward for a blessing. Please maintain social distance between
non-family members.
Gluten-free wafers are available; let Pastor know when you come forward to
receive.
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Liturgy of Holy Communion, Setting Five, 9:30 a.m.
The assembly’s responses are in bold type.
(Please remember to turn off your cell phone. Thank you.
We prepare in prayer and holy silence.)
Significance of the Day: Advent is about the “coming days.” God’s people have
always lived in great expectation, but that expectation finds specific, repeated
enunciation in the texts appointed for these four weeks. The ancients anticipated a
“righteous Branch to spring up for David.” The Thessalonians awaited “the coming of
our Lord Jesus with all the saints.” Our Lord’s contemporaries hoped for the time “to
stand before the Son of Man.” With them we eagerly await the coming days: another
Christmas celebration, a second coming, and the advent of our Lord in word and
supper.

Gathering
Prelude

Hymn Variation on “My Lord What a Morning”

(Callahan)

Greeting and Announcements
(The assembly stands as the ministers enter.)
Confession and Forgiveness
(All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as
the presiding minister begins.)
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
who alone does wonders,
who lifts up the lowly,
who fills the hungry with good things.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin, trusting in the tender mercy of our God.
Silence is kept for reflection.
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God for whom we wait,
in the presence of one another,
we confess our sin before you.
We fail in believing that your good news is for us.
We falter in our call to tend your creation.
We find our sense of self in material wealth.
We fear those different from ourselves.
We forget that we are your children
and turn away from your love.
Forgive us, Blessed One,
and assure us again of your saving grace.
Amen.
God, in Christ Jesus, has looked with favor upon you!
Through the power of the Holy Spirit,
☩ your sins are forgiven.
You are children of the Most High,
inheritors of the eternal promise,
and recipients of divine mercy.
God strengthens you anew to follow the way of peace.
Amen.
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The Gathering Song

The King Shall Come

Apostolic Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
Blessing of the Advent Wreath
We praise you, O God, for this evergreen crown
that marks our days of preparation for Christ’s advent.
As we light the first candle on this wreath,
rouse us from sleep, that we may be ready to greet our Lord
when he comes with all the saints and angels.
Enlighten us with your grace,
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and prepare our heats to welcome him with joy.
Grant this through Christ our Lord,
whose coming is certain and whose day draws near.
Amen.
Hymn Response: Light One Candle
(Assembly will sing first stanza)

Prayer of the Day
Let us pray.
Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection
alert us to the threatening danger of our sins, and redeem us for your life of
justice, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.
Amen.
(The assembly is seated.)
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Word
First Reading

Jeremiah 33:14-16
A reading from Jeremiah:
14 The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will fulfill the
promise I made to the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 15 In those
days and at that time I will cause a righteous Branch to spring up for David;
and he shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. 16 In those days
Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will live in safety. And this is the name
by which it will be called: “The Lord is our righteousness.”
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 25:1-10
(Psalm will be sung responsively by verse. Refrain follows
verse 10.)

1 To you, O LORD,
I lift | up my soul.
2 My God, I put my | trust in you; let me not be | put to shame,
nor let my enemies triumph | over me.
3 Let none who look to you be | put to shame;
rather let those be put to shame | who are treacherous.
4 Show me your | ways, O LORD,
and teach | me your paths.
5 Lead me in your | truth and teach me,
for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I trusted
all | the day long.
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6 Remember, O LORD, your compas- | sion and love,
for they are from | everlasting.
7 Remember not the sins of my youth and | my transgressions;
remember me according to your steadfast love
and for the sake of your good- | ness, O LORD.
8 You are gracious and up- | right, O LORD;
therefore you teach sinners | in your way.
9 You lead the low- | ly in justice
and teach the low- | ly your way.
10 All your paths, O LORD, are steadfast | love and faithfulness
to those who keep your covenant and your | testimonies. (R)

Second Reading

1 Thessalonians 3:9-13

A reading from 1 Thessalonians:
9 How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy that
we feel before our God because of you? 10 Night and day we pray most
earnestly that we may see you face to face and restore whatever is lacking
in your faith.
11 Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus direct
our way to you. 12 And may the Lord make you increase and abound in
love for one another and for all, just as we abound in love for you. 13 And
may he so strengthen your hearts in holiness that you may be blameless
before our God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his
saints.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
(The assembly stands.)
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Gospel Acclamation
(Assembly sings Alleluia; Choir sings Alleluia; Assembly repeats)

The Holy Gospel
Luke 21:25-36
The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twenty-first chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.
(The reading of the Gospel.)
Jesus said:
25 “There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on
the earth distress among nations confused by the roaring of the sea and the
waves. 26 People will faint from fear and foreboding of what is coming
upon the world, for the powers of the heavens will be shaken. 27 Then they
will see ‘the Son of Man coming in a cloud’ with power and great glory. 28
Now when these things begin to take place, stand up and raise your heads,
because your redemption is drawing near.”
29 Then he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the
trees; 30 as soon as they sprout leaves you can see for yourselves and know
that summer is already near. 31 So also, when you see these things taking
place, you know that the kingdom of God is near. 32 Truly I tell you, this
generation will not pass away until all things have taken place. 33 Heaven
and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away.
34 “Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with
dissipation and drunkenness and the worries of this life, and that day does
not catch you unexpectedly, 35 like a trap. For it will come upon all who
live on the face of the whole earth. 36 Be alert at all times, praying that you
may have the strength to escape all these things that will take place, and to
stand before the Son of Man.”
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
9

(The assembly is seated.)
The Sermon

Pastor Brenda Martin

(As the organ sounds the assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in
song.)

Hymn of the Day

Hark! A Thrilling Voice is Sounding!
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Nicene Creed
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
In accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the
dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
we believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
we acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
we look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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Prayers of Intercession
In this season of watching and waiting, let us pray for all people and places that
yearn for God’s presence, responding ... Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
A brief silence.
God of presence and peace, strengthen your church around the globe to proclaim
the message of your love coming to the world. Open our hearts to recognize your
face in all people and in all of creation. We pray for our bishops, Elizabeth and
Michael; our pastors, musicians, teachers, staff, and other leaders. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
God of mighty redwoods and microscopic plants, fields and city parks, the wind
and the waves, be a healing balm to our wounded planet. May we nurture what
you have lovingly created. We pray for your blessing on all those around the
world who are working together to lead us on the path of caring for your
creation. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
God of equity and compassion, bring righteousness and goodness to all peoples of
the earth. Give a heart of discernment and integrity to leaders in our communities.
Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
God of comfort and care, be present with those who watch and wait. Come to all
who await births, deaths, divorces, new unions, new jobs, retirements, healing, and
life transitions of every kind. We pray for those on our own staff who are in
transition -- we give thanksgiving for the years our office manager Tammy spent
with us and pray your blessing on her in her new position. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
God of promises kept and new dreams awakened, shelter your people from
destructive storms. We pray for those whose lives have been upended by natural
disasters, for the work of Lutheran Disaster Response, Lutheran World Relief, and
other relief organizations. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
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God of companionship and community, we give you thanks for the saints who
journeyed with us and now abide in you, especially Sunny. Even in distress and
uncertainty, make us confident that your promises endure forever. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Are there others for whom we should pray?
P: God of new life, you come among us in the places we least expect. Receive
these prayers and those of our hearts, in the name of Jesus.
Amen.

Peace
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.
(The people greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace saying,
“Peace be with you. And also with you.”)
(The assembly is seated.)

Meal
Offering
Music during the Offering

Aria Pastorella
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(Rothberger)

Offering Verse
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Offering Prayer
Let us pray.
God of our waiting and watching,
we offer the gifts of our hearts and our lives
to the service of all your people.
Prepare the way before us
as we meet you in this simple meal,
through Christ Jesus, our pathway and our peace.
Amen.

Great Thanksgiving

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior
Jesus Christ. You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer,
through whom you will also make all things new in the day when he comes to
judge the world in righteousness. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the
church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their
unending hymn:
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Holy, holy, holy

Prayer of Thanksgiving
Holy God, the Beginning and the End,
our Salvation and our Hope,
we praise you for creating a world of order and beauty.
When we brought on chaos, cruelty and despair,
you sent the prophets to proclaim your justice and mercy.
At this end of the ages
your Son Jesus came to bring us your love
and to heal all the suffering world.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
For as often as we eat this bread and drink from this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

Remembering, therefore,
his life, death, and resurrection,
we await his coming again
in righteousness and peace.
Send your Spirit on us
and on this bread and wine we share:
strengthen our faith,
increase our hope,
and bring to birth the justice and joy of your Son.
Through Christ all glory and honor is yours,
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,
in your holy Church,
now and forever.
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Lord’s Prayer (sung)

Breaking of Bread
They will come from East and West, and from North and South, and sit at
the table in the kingdom of God. Blessed are those who are called to the
supper of the Lamb.
Come, Lord Jesus.
The gifts of God for the people of God. Come, for all is now ready.
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Lamb of God

The Communion of the Faithful
Procedure for Communing: We will be using a form of processional
communion. An usher will release each pew to come forward at a time to
avoid a long line in the aisle. Pick up a communion cup on either side at
the first pew. The pastor will place a host in your open palm. Turn to either
the left or right side to the deacon or communion assistant to receive wine.
After consuming the host and wine, pour any remaining wine into the
container, then discard your cup. Children who have not yet received their
First Holy Communion should come forward for a blessing. Please
maintain social distance between non-family members.
(Following the Communion the assembly stands for the blessing.)
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Prayer after Communion
Let us pray.
God for whom we wait,
you come to us
in the broken bread and the cup we share.
Make us ready always
to welcome Christ into our hearts,
and send us forth to be your people in the world,
announcing your coming among us
in Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Sending
Our Prayer for These Times
O God, you have called your servants to ventures of which we cannot
see the ending, by paths as yet untrodden, through perils unknown.
Give us faith to go out with good courage, not knowing where we go,
but only that your hand is leading us and your love supporting us;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Blessing
Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
Amen. (Sung)
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Sending Hymn

Lo He Comes With Clouds Descending
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Dismissal

Go in peace. Christ is coming.
Thanks be to God.

Postlude

Finale on Helmsly
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(Meyer)

Serving Tonight
Presiding Minister . . . . . . . . . . Pastor Brenda Martin
Pianist . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Maidene Hackett
Liturgical Deacon . . . . . . . . . . . Catherine Mott
Serving Today
Presiding Minister . . . . . . . . . .
Organist . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Liturgical Deacon . . . . . . . . . . .
Communion Assistant . . . . . . .
Lector . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Acolyte . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Head Usher . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Altar Guild . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Pastor Brenda Martin
Maidene Hackett
Linda Armstrong
Alyssa Martin
Carol McQueen
Gianna Weaver
Mary Beth Bradley
The Richardson family

Acknowledgments
Liturgy texts form Evangelical Lutheran Worship, © 2006 Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America. Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress under license # 15404ELW.
Song texts used by permission of One License # A-719552.
Pastors in residence:
The Rev. Martin Roth, Pastor Emeritus, Holy Trinity Lutheran Church
The Rev. Julia Fraser, chaplain at St. Paul Homes
The Rev. Brian Riddle, Thiel College Campus Pastor
The Rev. Dr. Curtis Thompson, retired, Thiel College
Attendance at the Saturday, November 20, 2021, 5:30 p.m. Service: 20.
Attendance at the Sunday, November 21, 2021, 9:30 a.m. Service: 52. Total: 72.
Altar Flowers
The flowers on the Altar are given to the Glory of God by Sue Bittler in
celebration of the 50th anniversary of her marriage to the late Paul Bittler.
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This Week at Holy Trinity
Sunday, November 28, 2021, First Sunday in Advent
9:30 a.m.
Liturgy of Holy Communion
10:45 a.m. SCS and Confirmation Classes
7:00 p.m.
AA Big Book meeting
Monday, November 29, 2021
8:30 a.m.
Morning Prayer
Tuesday, November 30, 2021
8:30 a.m.
Morning Prayer
9:00 a.m.
Flying Quilts
7:00 p.m.
AA and AA Women’s Discussion
Wednesday, December 1, 2021
8:30 a.m.
Morning Prayer
6:15 p.m.
Advent Vespers
7:00 p.m.
Parish Choir Rehearsal
Thursday, December 2, 2021
8:30 a.m.
Morning Prayer
10:00 a.m. Weekday Communion
7:00 p.m.
Happy Hour
Friday, December 3, 2021
8:30 a.m.
Morning Prayer
Saturday, December 4, 2021
5:30 p.m.
Liturgy of Holy Communion (with prayers for healing)
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Order Poinsettias, Donate to Decorate the Church and/or
Donate to the Domestic Disaster Response
Forms to order or make donations are available in the November Messenger and in
the Narthex. Deadline to do so is Sunday, November 28, 2021.
Please note that all three trees have been spoken for but the altar and columbarium
flowers are available.

Christmas for Bethesda
In the narthex there is a bulletin board with the names of some girls that reside at
Bethesda in Meadville. If you are interested in providing a gift for one of these girls,
please choose a gift tag, purchase the gift, and return it unwrapped to the church with the
tag attached to the gift and in a plastic bag. The deadline for all items to be returned
is Wednesday, December 8. There is also a list of “general” items that can always be
used. Gift bags and wrapping paper are also welcome. Donations may be dropped off in
the box in the narthex or at the church office.
Advent Morning Prayer
Morning Prayer will begin on Monday, November 29 and conclude on
Thursday, December 23 in the choir pews. It begins at 8:30 a.m. and concludes at 8:50
a.m. Please use the rear parking lot door for entry. Take this opportunity for quiet
reflection at the beginning of your day as a way of making spiritual preparation during
Advent.

Offering Envelopes Available
Offering envelopes for 2022 are now available in the narthex. Please stop and
pick up your box. There is a table in the narthex where you will find your box of
envelopes for 2022.
If you see your family members’ boxes or a neighbor’s and can drop them off,
please take them as well.
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Please Pray For
Permission is necessary to add a person to the prayer list. Please ask before you
call the office. Thanks.
Health and Healing:
Sandy Kimmel (cousin of Janet Kunczt)
Bonnie Gratzmiller (friend of Linda
Henry Mueller (husband of Peg Browning)
Armstrong)
Bryce Stubert (son of Josh Stubert and
Henry Heil
grandson of Marj Stubert)
Donnie Littelle (friend of Rich & Denise Hall)
John and Carrie Brooks (cousins of Janet
Fred Junk (husband of Betty K. Junk)
Kunczt)
Donnie K. (friend of Wayne and Darla Swift)
Carol Junk (daughter-in-law of Betty K.)
Marie (sister-in-law of Henry and Ruth Heil)
Bill Eggar (friend of Barbara Swartz)
Lori McCann
Lisa Barrett (sister of Rusty Saverino)
Jim Shaffer
Marie Eaves
Nancy (friend of Linda Armstrong)
Paul Yoos
Brenda (sister-in-law of Betty K. Junk)
Dave Hollenbaugh
Carl Long
Cathy Anderson (daughter of Betty K. Junk)
Dillon (friend of Ed Pitcher and Beth Harpst)
Tillie Schell
Belle (granddaughter of Linda Bateman)
Barbara Swartz
Danica (friend of Linda Armstrong)
Christ’s comfort for those who grieve the death of:
Bill Dunn (brother of Beth and Ed, nephew of Warren and Pat Roth)
Sunny Wilt
Jerry Hall (brother of Rich and Denise Hall)
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In Military Service
Specialist (SPC) Andrew McCall, Fort Carson, Colorado Springs, Colorado (son of
Mark and Jane McCall, grandson of Karen McKay and the late Jim McKay)
Sgt. First Class Nicholas Carman, US Army, Fredericksburg, Virginia (grandson of
Nancy Ullstrom)
Admiral Richard Childs, Assistant Surgeon General of the USA (nephew of Harvey
Childs)
CDR Ryan Leary, USN, Operation Officer, 7th Fleet, Yokosuka, Japan (son of David
and Judy Leary)
Tim Ross, Navy Special Forces, (grandson of Rae Johnson, nephew of Lori McEwen)
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