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From our Pastor 
 

October Events Fill Our Weekends 
 

O God, you have called your servants to ventures of which we 

cannot see the ending, by paths as yet untrodden, through perils 

unknown. Give us faith to go out with good courage, not knowing 

where we go, but only that your hand is leading us and your love 

supporting us; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 

Brothers and Sisters in Christ,  

 We have a busy October ahead with many special events 

filling the calendar. 

 On Saturday, October 2, we’ll be holding the annual Bless-

ing of the Animals service at Central Park next to the church at 

4:30 p.m. Bring those animals who are part of your families to 

this special service where we celebrate all God’s creatures! 

 Our weekend liturgies of October 2-3 will be designated as 

Harvest Weekend, and you are asked to bring with you non-

perishable food items that will be given to the food pantry at the 

Good Shepherd Center. 

 On the weekend of October 16-17, we will celebrate St. 

Luke the evangelist and physician by holding healing services as 

part of the regular Saturday night and Sunday worship. You will 

have the chance to receive prayers for healing and anointing at 

either the Saturday or Sunday services. 

 On October 31, Reformation Sunday, we will be celebrat-

ing the confirmation of Zach Morgan. There will be a reception in 

Brath Hall after worship, so there will be no Sunday School/

confirmation/adult education on that day. 

 Our calendar is full at Holy Trinity in October!  

 

Pastor Brenda + 
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God’s Work Our Hands: We worked! 
 

God's Work Our Hands Sunday, the annual day of service for thousands of Lutherans across 

the ELCA, turned into a day of service across the Greenville community. 

A group of our churches joined together to work on 12 projects in an answer to the question 

posed last year by one of our Holy Trinity Lutheran Church members, Mary Reames, who asked, 

"What would happen if we got other churches to join us? Think of the good we could do for the 

community." And the Greenville churches answered the call. 

So on Sunday, September 12, Presbyterians, Catholics, Lutherans, an Alliance church and a 

group of students from our hometown Lutheran school, Thiel College, pulled together in 12 projects 

for the sake of our neighbors.  

 We cleaned up and mulched planting areas along Main Street in the immediate down-

town area. 

 Offices were painted at the Good Shepherd Center food pantry. 

 The fall/winter clothing was organized and prepared for a seasonal switch at the Good 

Shepherd Center thrift store. 

 The landscaping in the front of the Salvation Army building on Main Street was torn 

out (or dug out!) and redone. 

 Two youth groups from different churches walked the nearly mile stretch through the 

main downtown area, cleaning up trash along the sidewalks and in a downtown park. 

 We boxed up care packages from home for college students and members of the mili-

tary. 

 A spaghetti dinner was held to raise money to buy winter coats for those who need 

them. 

 A group of quilters got to work making quilts for those who need them. 

 A group wrote notes to EVERY resident of THREE long-term care facilities. 

 St. Michael Catholic Church held a car wash to raise money for the Good Shepherd 

Center, and has another one planned for Oct. 2. from 9 a.m. to noon at St. Margaret’s 

Church in Jamestown to benefit the Jamestown Food Pantry. 

 St. Michael’s is also collecting gloves, hats and scarves through Oct. 17, and will then 

bag and hang those items from the trees in Central Park, free to anyone who needs 

them. Items can be donated at the church. 

We had to cancel two group singing events at two long-term care facilities because of 

COVID dangers. 

So to answer Mary's suggestion that we think of what we can do together, we don't have to 

think about it. Today, we can see with our own eyes! 

Thanks to the good people from First Presbyterian Church, St. Michael Catholic Church, 

Greenville Alliance Church and Holy Trinity Lutheran Church. And especially the students at Thiel 

College and their campus pastor, Brian Riddle! 
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God’s Work Our Hands: We worked! 

Filling boxes for our college students and 

those serving in the military. 

 

Kris Abraham, Sue Bittler, Pastor Brenda, 

Marie Riley, and Tammy Daniello 

Linda Armstrong planting flowers downtown. 

 

Jackson and John Weaver painting at the Good 

Shepherd Center. 

Marj Stubert at Good Shepherd Store. 
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COVID Update 
 

As most of you know, as of mid-September, we began to again require masks be worn in 

worship; for Sunday school, confirmation and Adult Ed classes; and for all meetings at Holy Trini-

ty. 

Our congregation council took this action as COVID numbers continued to escalate in Mer-

cer County and in Greenville. 

We estimate that at least 75 percent of our congregation has been fully vaccinated, and we 

feel comfortable remaining open for in-person activities at this time. We want to be especially cau-

tious about being safe for the most vulnerable among us — our children who have not yet had the 

chance to receive the vaccine.  

We encourage you to make decisions about attending in-person events in ways that keep you 

safe, and remind you that a live-stream of our worship on Sundays continues to be available on our 

church’s Facebook page and website.  

We’re Back in Class at Holy Trinity! 
 

Schools are back in session, and our Christian education is back in person at Holy Trinity. 

Join us for these classes: 

 Our littlest members up to first grade will meet upstairs in our children’s Sun-

day School space. 

 Our 2nd through 6th graders will also meet upstairs in the children’s Sunday 

School space. 

 Confirmation students will meet downstairs in Trinity Hall. 

 Adults will meet downstairs in Brath Hall. 

Our children will continue to use their popular Holy Moly curriculum that includes a video 

each week and a project. Confirmation students will continue to use the curriculum that guides us 

through the Old Testament, New Testament, Luther’s Small Catechism, and what it means to live as 

a Lutheran in our world. 

For adults, through the end of November, the class will be led by our synod’s bishop emeri-

tus, the Rev. Dr. Ralph Jones, who will close down his time with us by preaching in worship on 

Christ the King Sunday, November 21. We are excited to welcome Bishop Jones to Holy Trinity to 

lead this class on the Book of Revelation. 

Small Group for Young Adults 
 

We are beginning a small group for young adults that we anticipate will meet once a month. 

This group, for people in their 20’s and 30’s, will be exploring how faith speaks into their lives, us-

ing a curriculum that includes video from some of the ELCA’s dynamic young leaders. This group 

will gather on Sunday, October 24, after Sunday School (so, at about noon) to pick a time that is 

most convenient for them to gather. If you’d like to be a part of this group, please join us on Octo-

ber 24 at noon at the church. 
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Outdoor Worship, Picnic 
 

It was a glorious day in the kingdom in September when we gathered at Riverside Park for 

our annual church picnic, after skipping 2020’s picnic because of the pandemic. 

The bonus was having our Sunday morning worship outdoors — at the park’s amphitheater, 

before the picnic began. There was something cool about opening our worship on a gorgeous Sun-

day morning singing “Shall We Gather at the River,” while actually gathered at the river! 

Many thanks to Curt Thompson, who played the guitar, along with Kathy Thompson and Sue 

Achenbach, for their vocal leadership. 

Thanks also to Kris Abraham, who introduced teachers and talked about the year ahead 

as part of our Rally Day activities, to Olivia Martin-Call and others for organizing games (including 

the traditional egg toss!), to the Weaver’s and Stubert’s for helping haul a sound system and boxes 

of altar necessities for worship, and to the Massing’s and helpers for the traditional lamb and pork. 
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Congregational Growth Fund 
 

As part of Holy Trinity’s yearly budget, we have a line item called the “Congregational 

Growth Fund,” that encourages giving to the church, in addition to regular envelope giving. 

We haven’t spent much time talking about the Congregational Growth Fund, but want to lift 

this fund up to you now as a way for you to help fund our ministry as we grow into the future that 

God gives to us. 

There’s a feeling of excitement at Holy Trinity as we return to having in-person Sunday 

School and adult education, and we meet new people who are worshiping with us and we see new 

opportunities for ministry opening to us. 

Please consider contributing to the Congregational Growth Fund as we try to grow and ex-

pand the ministry at Holy Trinity in both equipping us as disciples, and sending us out into the 

world that God loves so much. 

Celebration of All Saints’ Day 
  

 We will be celebrating this church festival at our regular Satur-

day night and Sunday morning liturgies. 

 During this liturgy we will remember, in thanksgiving, those of 

our Holy Trinity congregation who have died during the past year and 

other loved ones.  Names of those who have died in the past year since 

last All Saints Day and were buried through Holy Trinity will be in-

cluded automatically in the service bulletin. 

 If you have other loved ones that you wish to be remembered at 

that service, please complete the form in this month’s Messenger 

(page 11), or  you may find additional forms in the nar thex.  Dead-

line to return your completed form to the church office is Monday, October 18, 2021. In addi-

tion to the name, it would be helpful if you provided the year of death, including the date of death if 

you know it.  The names will be printed in the bulletin and also read during Holy Communion. 

 Come, remember your loved ones with thanksgiving for their lives.  

Liturgical Calendars for Every Home 
 
If you would like to receive a 2022 calendar please notify the church office at 724-588-

8870 or by e-mail at holytrinitygreenville@verizon.net by Monday, October 18, 2021. You must 

notify the office if you want a 2021 calendar.  Once the calendars come in, they may be picked 

up in the workroom. 
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Good Shepherd October Request 
 
The Good Shepherd Center is our church community social service agency that supports the 

needs of many in the area.  The Good Shepherd Center's request for Holy Trinity for October is cans 

of vegetables and fruit.  Donations may be placed in the marked box in the cloister .   

 

Second Mile Giving  

ELCA 2022 Youth Gathering 
 

ELCA Youth Gathering Theme:  Boundless: God beyond measure 

 I kneel in prayer to the Father. All beings in heaven and on earth receive their life from 

[God].  God is wonderful and glorious. I pray that [God’s] Spirit will make you become strong 

followers and that Christ will live in your hearts because of your faith. Stand firm and be deeply 

rooted in [God’s] love. I pray that you and all of God’s people will understand what is called wide 

or long or high or deep.  I want you to know all about Christ’s love, although it is too wonderful to 

be measured. Then your lives will be filled with all that God is. I pray that Christ Jesus and the 

church will forever bring praise to God. [God’s] power at work in us can do far more than we 

dare ask or imagine. Amen.   

         Ephesians 3:14-21 CEV 

We are bound. Bound by our sin, by the expectations of others, by poverty, by -isms that 

try to divide us, and by so much more. In a life that often feels as if it has young people in a suffo-

cating grip, we want them to imagine the boundlessness of God: boundless love, boundless mercy, 

boundless freedom, boundless creation, boundless strength. All offered from a gracious and loving 

God who knows and adores them. All so abundant and endless it cannot be measured. 

What are the stories of God’s people, both in Scripture and modern-day, that share the awe 

and wonder of just how vast our God is? What does it mean, what does it look and feel like to live 

a life “filled with all that God is”? How can young people find themselves within the boundless-

ness of Christ’s love? 

MYLE, the tAble and the Gathering are unique opportunities to invite young people into a 

deeper relationship with a God whose possibilities are boundless. Through one-of-a-kind experi-

ences, this ministry stretches and affirms young people’s gifts and calls. They experience the pow-

er of the Spirit within them that frees them to live in the grace of God’s boundless love in Jesus 

Christ. 

Finally, we are excited by the connections this theme offers to our host city of Minneapolis 

and the surrounding area. Known as the "City by Nature," Minneapolis is an earth-minded city in 

many ways. The Minneapolis Area Synod also names advocacy around care for creation as a top 

priority, which would allow us to learn from and support the local expression of the church. 



9 

October 

Birthdays 
 

2 Jamie Miller 

4 Bill Bubeck 

5 Louise Gilmore 

10 Jim Martin 

11 Cheryl Davern 

Nicole Weaver 

12 Scott McCutcheon 

13 Johnmichael Weaver 

14 Conrad Koehler 

Judi Moinet 

15 Marie Halliday 

Bob Massing 

19 Alecia Eppley 

 DeAnne Gainor 

Chelsea Yoos 

21 Pastor Curt Thompson 

23 Lucy Shaffer 

26 David Lineman 

27 Mert Hutton 

30 Jason Gruber 

31  Kurt Roth 

October Anniversaries 
  

 The following members of our congregation are celebrating 
anniversaries this month.  Congratulate them when you see them. 
 
Matt and Julie Morgan  16 years October 1, 2004 

Mike and Kris Abraham   25 years October 7, 1995 

Tris and Beth Hall  40 years October 11, 1980 

John and Nicole Weaver  18 years October 12, 2002 

Brad and Kelly VanKanegan  33 years October 17, 1987 

Chuck and Sheryl Lanning  40 years October 18, 1980 

Vic and Michele Shine  54 years October 21, 1966 

Trinity Travelers 
 
 If you visit another church, drop off a 
bulletin from that church, with your name on it, 
so that you can be a Trinity Traveler. 
 
Chuck and Sheryl Lanning 
Palma Ceia Presbyterian Church 
Tampa, Florida 
The Rev. Nicole Partin Abdnour  
 

Thank You 
 
Holy Trinity and the Scholarship Committee, 
 
 Thank you for providing me with such a generous scholarship to support me in my future 
academic endeavors.  Your help is so greatly appreciated. 
 

Sincerely, 
Ella Hildebrand 

 
To my Holy Trinity family: 

 

 Thank you for all the prayers and encouraging words during Paul’s last weeks of his earthly 

life.  Pastor’s ministry to him, the Prayers of Commendation, and his final Eucharist appeared to 

give him peace.  I sincerely thank Pastor, Maidene, Marge, Linda, Bob, and others for the wonder-

ful service.  Thanks also to Bonnie and all who prepared and served the dinner and cleaned up af-

terwards.  Paul loved the Lord and regretted that he couldn’t worship the last few years as he did 

several years ago.  He now can sing loudly to God’s glory.   

Sue Bittler 
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Prayer Request for All Saints’ Day 

  
Sunday, November 1, 2021, 9:30 a.m. Worship 

  

 At worship on All Saints’ Day, it has been our custom to name in the prayers those members 

of Holy Trinity who have died during the last year.  Please list the names of family members and 

friends who are dear to you that you would like included in the worship bulletin.  Please list the date 

of death if at all possible. 

  
________________________________________________________________________________ 

(First name) (Last name)    (Date of Death) 
  
  
________________________________________________________________________________ 

(First name) (Last name)    (Date of Death) 
  
  
________________________________________________________________________________ 

(First name) (Last name)    (Date of Death) 
  
  
________________________________________________________________________________ 

(First name) (Last name)    (Date of Death) 
  
  

__________________________________________________________ 
(Submitted by)  (Phone number) 

  
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

Please return to the Church Office no later than Monday, October 18, 2021.   
  

Thank you.  
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Evangelical Lutheran Church   

of the Holy Trinity 

One Trinity Place 

Greenville, PA  16125 

The Messenger is a publication of: 
  

The Evangelical Lutheran Church  
of the Holy Trinity 

1 Trinity Place 
Greenville, PA 16125 

724-588-8870 
 

Email address 
holytrinitygreenville@verizon.net 

 
Website: 

www.holytrinitygreenvillepa.com  
 

Staff 

Pastor: 

Pastor Brenda Martin 

 

Director of Music: 

Maidene Hackett 

 

Office Administrator: 

Tammy Williams 

 

Sexton: 

Alyssa Martin 

 

Officers of the Congregation 
 

Vice-President:  
Olivia Martin-Call 

 
Secretary:  

Linda Armstrong 
 

Treasurer: 
Tammy Daniello 

 
Financial Secretary:  

Lana Mozes 
 
 

Council Members 
 

Linda Armstrong 
Mary Beth Bradley 
Tammy Daniello 

Debbie Faber 
Bob Gargasz 

Chuck Lanning 
Jim Martin 

Olivia Martin-Call 
Bob Massing 
Bob Olson 
Ed Pitcher 

Barbara Swartz 
 

Office Hours: 
 

Monday - Friday 
8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

 


