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O God, you have called your servants to ventures of which we cannot
see the ending, by paths as yet untrodden, through perils unknown.
Give us faith to go out with good courage, not knowing where we go,
but only that your hand is leading us and your love supporting us;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
I come to you in the name of Jesus Christ, in whose name we
pray for all things.
As November rolls around in the church year, you can bet that
money is going to be a topic of conversation in the church. It’s the
time of year that we begin preparing a church budget for the coming
year; it’s the time of year you’ll hear temple talks or talk from the
pulpit about being good stewards and sharing what’s first gifted to
you by God with the church.
In the midst of the ongoing pandemic and the economic distress that it has caused to the whole world, let me first talk about how
we’ve done financially this year.
Even though the continuing pandemic has pushed our worship
attendance down by about 15-20 percent, you provided. Or to be
clearer, God provided. The Holy Spirit worked through you to continue mailing or dropping off your offerings when you have not been
in worship attendance. For most of this year, your giving has fallen
only slightly short of our budget expectations. For that, we give
thanks to God.
But stewardship isn’t just about money, it’s also about the gift
of talents and time that God has given you. In this area, the pandemic
has challenged us, and it has challenged congregations throughout
the church. Our church and many of the churches in Greenville have
found that because people’s lives have been changed by the pandemic — everything seems to take more time and be more difficult to
manage, and many of us seem to be in a constant state of weariness
— people are also more protective of their time with families. That
makes finding people to commit their time to other things more difficult.
When we talk about stewardship during the month of November, we’ll talk about returning to God what we have first been given
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in all of these areas — time, talent and treasure.
At our Sunday worship in November, you will notice a familiar routine. You will hear temple talks from people about how the ministry of Holy Trinity has been felt in their lives. We’ll have
a Commitment Sunday when we will turn in our promises for what we can share with the church in
2021. This is important, because it helps us to prepare our budget. But we’ll also ask you to think
about sharing your time and talents.
Through it all, we’ll explore how we live into God’s story here in Mercer County, Pennsylvania, and how living into that story asks us to show generosity in all areas of our lives, living into
knowing that with God, all things are possible.
So let’s live into the grace we’ve been given, together.
Pastor Brenda +

A Special Thank You
There is always a small army of people doing work around the church that isn’t seen by everyone but is vital to the ongoing operations of the church.
We’d like to highlight the work done by Marie Riley in the past couple of months. Marie
took home all of the deacon and communion assistant albs and cleaned all of them. Then she took
all of the acolyte robes and cleaned all of those, too!
We thank Marie for keeping us ready to go on Saturday nights and Sunday mornings!

Office Closed for Thanksgiving
The Church Office will be closed Thursday and Friday, November
25 and 26 so that the staff may enjoy the Thanksgiving holiday with their
families. Have a safe and happy holiday!

Order Poinsettias, Donate to decorate the church and/or
Donate to the Domestic Disaster Response
Please note the Christmas Poinsettia/Decorations and Domestic Disaster Response order
form in this month’s Messenger on page 9. Poinsettia orders and donations must be into the office
by Sunday, November 28, 2021.

Advent Morning Prayer
Morning Prayer will begin on Monday, November 29 and conclude on
Thursday, December 23 in the choir pews. It begins at 8:30 a.m. and concludes at 8:50 a.m. Please use the rear parking lot door for entry. Take this opportunity for quiet reflection at the beginning of your day as a way of making
spiritual preparation during Advent.
If you would be interested in leading Morning Prayer one day a week
please call the church office.
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Sunday School Work Day
We’ve been working since July on transforming our second-floor Sunday School space to
update it and make it fun for our youngest learners. We’ve scheduled a work day for Saturday, Nov.
6, to push toward completion of this project.
The work day will begin at 9 a.m., and we ask you to come for an hour of two at any point
during the day. The church will provide lunch.
Not only is there painting to be done, but there are also tasks of organizing. We’re setting up
a craft room and a reading room, and it’s time to start putting those rooms together. Please stop by.
We’ll find a job for you!

Our Loan Is Paid Off!
We give thanks to God for a gift we received in August from the Harnett Foundation that has
allowed us to pay off the remaining balance of about $27,000 on our building loan.
The Harnett Foundation gave us a gift of $32,000, and designated that the rest of that gift go
into our general budget to help pay with building expenses.
We are still continuing work on the grant gifted to us by the Foundation in 2020. You will
see in November a new roof installed on the overhang on the Clinton Street side of our building,
where there has been a leak in the side aisle of the sanctuary. We’ve been waiting for a year to have
our “small” job fit into the roofer’s schedule, as after a months-long pandemic shutdown in early
2020, the roofer had much larger jobs to complete.
We give thanks to God that we continue to experience the love Jean Harnett had for her
church and her commitment to help us care for our beautiful building.

Changes to Standing Orders for Altar and Columbarium
Flowers for 2022
The office is beginning to work up the flower sign-up sheet for the Narthex
that goes up the first of December.
There will be no flowers during Lent, which is March 6 through April 15,
and the sign-up sheet will reflect that.
We are asking if you have a standing order and would like to make a
change or if you would like to place a standing order, to do so now.
With many members worshiping from home via the internet, if you want to
sign up for flowers, make a change to your standing order, or to cancel a standing order, please contact the office to do so at 724-588-8870 or holytrinitygreenville@verizon.net
The cost is $25.00 for Altar vase or $50.00 for both. The cost is also $25.00 for each
Columbarium Vase or a total of $50.00 for both.
As always, you will be billed direct from the florist.
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Flying Quilts Update
The quilts and baby care kits were delivered to the pick up point in Zelienople where they
will be loaded onto a semi to be taken to the Lutheran World Relief warehouse in Windsor, Maryland. They will be baled into watertight bundles ready to be taken anywhere in the world where
people have had to leave their homes and belongings to flee for their safety. This could be due to a
weather disaster or war activity or a natural disaster like an earthquake.
So many persons in our congregation and friends of our congregation have been involved in
making this happen.
Thanks to the Flying Quilts group - Linda Saverino, Linda Armstrong, Carole Mitchell, Katie
Snyder, Judy Teats, Sharon VanKanegan, Nancy McLaughlin, Karen McKay, Judy Leary, Chris
Mong, and Mary Moore, several of whom have worked at home to insure that we surpassed our goal
of 100 quilts.
Thanks to those who made such short work of boxing up the quilts for shipment - John Weaver, Johnmichael Weaver. Nikki Weaver, Mary Reames, and the confirmation class - Jackson Weaver, Gianna Weaver, Hanna McKinney, Nora Taylor, and Sydney Balas
Thanks to Bob Massing for delivering the boxes to Zelienople in his truck.
Thanks to all who donated to the Second Mile for shipping fees for sending the quilts.
Bonnie Massing

Good Shepherd Thanksgiving Holiday Request
Plans are underway at the Good Shepherd Center for special
Thanksgiving food distribution. Their request of Holy Trinity is 100
boxes of potatoes.
The deadline for this request is Sunday, November 14.

Good Shepherd November Request
The Good Shepherd Center is our church community social service agency that supports the needs of
many in the area. The Good Shepherd Center's request
for Holy Trinity for November after the Thanksgiving
request is canned vegetables or fruit. Donations may
be placed in the marked box in the cloister.
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Second Mile Giving
ELCA 2022 Youth Gathering
ELCA Youth Gathering Theme: Boundless: God beyond measure

I kneel in prayer to the Father. All beings in heaven and on earth receive their life from
[God]. God is wonderful and glorious. I pray that [God’s] Spirit will make you become strong
followers and that Christ will live in your hearts because of your faith. Stand firm and be deeply
rooted in [God’s] love. I pray that you and all of God’s people will understand what is called wide
or long or high or deep. I want you to know all about Christ’s love, although it is too wonderful to
be measured. Then your lives will be filled with all that God is. I pray that Christ Jesus and the
church will forever bring praise to God. [God’s] power at work in us can do far more than we
dare ask or imagine. Amen.
Ephesians 3:14-21 CEV
We are bound. Bound by our sin, by the expectations of others, by poverty, by -isms that
try to divide us, and by so much more. In a life that often feels as if it has young people in a suffocating grip, we want them to imagine the boundlessness of God: boundless love, boundless mercy,
boundless freedom, boundless creation, boundless strength. All offered from a gracious and loving
God who knows and adores them. All so abundant and endless it cannot be measured.
What are the stories of God’s people, both in Scripture and modern-day, that share the awe
and wonder of just how vast our God is? What does it mean, what does it look and feel like to live
a life “filled with all that God is”? How can young people find themselves within the boundlessness of Christ’s love?
MYLE, the tAble and the Gathering are unique opportunities to invite young people into a
deeper relationship with a God whose possibilities are boundless. Through one-of-a-kind experiences, this ministry stretches and affirms young people’s gifts and calls. They experience the power of the Spirit within them that frees them to live in the grace of God’s boundless love in Jesus
Christ.
Finally, we are excited by the connections this theme offers to our host city of Minneapolis
and the surrounding area. Known as the "City by Nature," Minneapolis is an earth-minded city in
many ways. The Minneapolis Area Synod also names advocacy around care for creation as a top
priority, which would allow us to learn from and support the local expression of the church.
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November
Birthdays
2
5
6
8
9
10
13

14
15
19
20
24
25
28
30

Sean Oros
Marc Franklin
Heather Wilt
Linda Broadbent
Jim Shaffer
Marie Riley
Olivia Martin-Call
Sharon VanKanegan
Robert Wilt
Albert Meeker, III
Warren Roth
Zachary Morgan
Hailey McKinney
Jonathan Oros
Tillie Schell
Lori McEwen
Rae Johnson
Tyler Martin-Call
David Hollenbaugh

November Anniversaries
The following members of our congregation are celebrating
anniversaries this month. Congratulate them when you see them.
Wayne and Darla Swift
Joe and Paula Banco

62 years
26 years

November 6, 1959
November 25, 1995

Update on Pancey Schikwambi
Our Holy Trinity member Pancey Schikwambi-Nadal, who
moved away several years ago when her job with American Scholar
was eliminated, has settled in Virginia and gotten married! Her husband is Leonardo Nadal.
If you would like to send her a note or catch up with her, her
address is P.O. Box 1061, Warrenton, VA, 20188. Her email is
yecnap@gmail.com.
We wish her Godspeed and blessings on the changes in her
life.

Funeral
Robert S. Gargasz

Catherine Hebert Passes
Catherine Hebert, who was a long time
member of Holy Trinity and longtime co-leader
with Sally Werner of the Flying Quilts, died on
September 17 at the age of 104. Catherine moved
to Indiana, PA to be near her daughter several
years ago. But even then she continued to work
with her daughter LaRae and her friends to prepare
baby care kits for Lutheran World Relief. Catherine also clipped postage stamps to help with a
fund raiser to benefit The Rocky Boy Indian Reservation. Catherine liked to keep busy and be useful.

6

Born:
Died:

May 30, 1942
September 30, 2021

Funeral Liturgy:

October 5, 2021

“Rest eternal
grant him, O

Lord;
and let light
perpetual
shine upon
him.”

Christmas Poinsettias
I would like to
purchase

______ Poinsettia(s) at $11.00 each.

contribute $ ______ toward decorations (greens, wreaths, swags, etc.)
contribute $ ______ toward the ELCA “Domestic Disaster Response”

Deadline for all orders and/or contributions is
Sunday, November 28, 2021
Envelope #: _____________

Total amount enclosed $ _________________.

To the Glory of God and in Memory (deceased) of: ______________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
To the Glory of God and in Honor (living) of: __________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
To the Glory of God and in Celebration (event) of: ______________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
By: Name of Donor(s): _________________________________________________
I / We wish to: _______ pick up my / our poinsettia following the liturgy on Christmas Day.
_______ have my / our poinsettia delivered to a shut-in.
If you are interested in any of the following, please call the church office. This is on a first
come first served basis.
Altar flowers
$25.00 for each arrangement or a total of $50.00 for both
Columbarium flowers
$25.00 for each arrangement or a total of $50.00 for both.
(As with all flower arrangements, you will be billed direct by the florist.)
One large Christmas Tree Price will not be known until the tree is delivered.
One small Christmas Tree Price will not be known until the tree is delivered.
(When the amount of the tree is known, you will be notified.
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The Messenger is a publication of:
The Evangelical Lutheran Church
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Website:
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Staff
Pastor:
Pastor Brenda Martin
Director of Music:
Maidene Hackett

Office Administrator:
Tammy Williams
Sexton:
Alyssa Martin
Officers of the Congregation
Vice-President:
Olivia Martin-Call
Secretary:
Linda Armstrong
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Tammy Daniello
Financial Secretary:
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Council Members
Linda Armstrong
Mary Beth Bradley
Tammy Daniello
Debbie Faber
Chuck Lanning
Jim Martin
Olivia Martin-Call
Bob Massing
Bob Olson
Ed Pitcher
Barbara Swartz
Office Hours:
Monday - Friday
8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

