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The Messenger 

From our Pastor 
It’s Time for God’s Work, Our Hands! 

 

O God, you have called your servants to ventures of which we 

cannot see the ending, by paths as yet untrodden, through perils 

unknown. Give us faith to go out with good courage, not knowing 

where we go, but only that your hand is leading us and your love 

supporting us; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 

Brothers and sisters in Christ,  

 

It’s September, and the program year of the church is rush-

ing in on us with the return of in-person Sunday School and con-

firmation, new adult education opportunities, our annual picnic in 

a new place in a new form, and we are now home to a Mercer 

County Head Start classroom and will welcome little people into 

our building five days a week. Read all about those things else-

where in this newsletter. 

We’ll also be participating for the third straight year in 

God’s Work, Our Hands Sunday, joining tens of thousands of Lu-

therans from thousands of ELCA congregations in a day of ser-

vice for the sake of our community. 

But this year, thanks to an idea that blossomed with Mary 

Reames, we will be participating along with at least five other 

churches of varied denominations in Greenville, as well as a 

group of Thiel College students. All together, our list includes at 

least 15 projects, most of which will be happening on that day. 

Last year, Mary wondered what it would look like if we 

could get other congregations to join us in a day of service. She 

envisioned a great day of projects for the good of the community. 

And so it has happened! 

The date for our day of service is Sunday, September 12. 

We will begin our projects immediately after worship concludes, 

which means we should be at work by about 11:00 a.m. 

Our list of projects for Holy Trinity includes: 

 We will again be sending care packages to our col-
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lege students and those serving in the military. Please bring shoe boxes and items that 

college students and military members might enjoy receiving in a care package from 

home — candy, snacks, notebooks, pens, pencils, markers, note cards, stationery, 

other paper products. You can bring those items to church at any time. We will be 

packing them in Brath Hall on Sept. 12. 

 A group will be again weeding out the planting areas along Main Street in the down-

town blocks. 

 A group will be at the Good Shepherd food warehouse, wiping down shelves and re-

frigerators/freezers. 

 A group will be at the Good Shepherd store, helping to sort and hang clothing to help 

Good Shepherd prepare for their fall clothing switcheroo the following weekend. 

 

Other projects that will be happening around town, as of the end of August: 

 A group of Thiel College students will help do new landscaping in front of the Salva-

tion Army building on Main Street. 

 A group from Zion’s Reformed UCC is planning to sing for the residents at St. Paul’s 

Homes. 

 A group from Greenville Alliance Church will sing outside the windows of residents 

at The Grove, and a group of youth will clean up along the sidewalks from Central 

Park to the borough building. 

 A group of youth from First Presbyterian Church will clean up along the sidewalks 

from Rite Aid to Central Park. 

 People from St. Michael Catholic Church will do a number of projects, and we can 

participate in some of them. They will be collecting gloves, hats and scarves from 

Aug. 25-Oct. 17, then will bag those items and hang them from trees in Central Park, 

free to anyone who needs them. Please consider donating these items. Also, plan on 

attending a spaghetti dinner on Sept. 12 (watch the Record-Argus and our bulletin 

announcements for place and time). All proceeds from the dinner will go to buy win-

ter coats for those who need them. A group from St. Michael will also wash cars in 

Greenville and Jamestown on Sept. 18 and Oct. 2 and donate proceeds in Greenville 

to the Good Shepherd Center and in Jamestown to the Jamestown Food Pantry. Their 

quilters are making quilts for the needy, and one group will write a card to every resi-

dent of St. Paul’s Homes, The Grove and Graystone (Fredonia). 

 

We give thanks to God that our sister congregations in Greenville have heard this call from God 

to serve our neighbors and our community. We will keep you updated with additional details in the 

coming weeks. Please sign up to participate in our events. For those who will be first-timers, no 

project has ever taken more than a couple of hours. 

It will be a great day in the kingdom! 

 

    Pastor Brenda + 
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COVID Update 
 

Our COVID protocols remain unchanged at this time. After discussion at our August congre-

gational council meeting, the council decided to continue our physical distancing during worship. 

The council also decided that we will not require masks at this time. We will revisit this issue at our 

September meeting. 

When we met in August, the COVID numbers in Mercer County were remaining consistently 

low. Several days after our meeting, the numbers began to escalate, which wasn’t surprising, as we 

were an island surrounded by counties at the High Risk level. 

We know that more of you are voluntarily wearing masks for worship, and our worship lead-

ers continue to wear masks when we distribute Holy Communion. 

We encourage you to wear a mask for worship if you feel safer doing so. As the new Delta 

strain of COVID is particularly infectious, even for those who have been fully vaccinated, we want 

you to be as safe as possible while we try to remain open for in-person worship. 

In September, the council plans another discussion about our safety protocols, especially as 

we open back up to in-person Sunday School, confirmation and adult education. We want to be es-

pecially diligent about keeping safe for our littlest members who are not able to yet be vaccinated. 

We’ll Be Back in Class at Holy Trinity! 
 

 Schools are back in session, and our Christian education will also be back in session in Sep-

tember at Holy Trinity. And we’ll be back in person! 

 The first day of classes will be Sunday, Sept. 26, immediately after worship.  

 We’ll have these classes: 

 Our littlest members up to first grade will meet upstairs in our children’s Sunday 

School space. 

 Our 2nd through 6th graders will also meet upstairs in the children’s Sunday School 

space. 

 Confirmation students will meet downstairs in Trinity Hall. 

 Adults will meet downstairs in Brath Hall. 

 Our children will continue to use their popular Holy Moly curriculum that includes a video 

each week and a project. Confirmation students will continue to use the curriculum that guides us 

through the Old Testament, New Testament, Luther’s Small Catechism, and what it means to live as 

a Lutheran in our world. 

 For adults, beginning Sept. 26 and through the end of November, the class will be led by our 

synod’s bishop emeritus, the Rev. Dr. Ralph Jones, who will close down his time with us by preach-

ing in worship on Christ the King Sunday, Nov. 21. We are excited to welcome Bishop Jones to Ho-

ly Trinity to lead this class on the Book of Revelation. 

 There is also still time to sign up for two monthly studies that will begin this fall (on a date 

yet to be determined). These will be two new small group studies, one for young people and one for 

women. We anticipate that both groups will meet once a month at a time convenient for those peo-
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Church Picnic: Sunday, September 19 at Riverside Park 
 

We couldn’t meet last year because of COVID shutdowns, but our annual church picnic is on 

for Sunday, Sept. 19 at Riverside Park. It’s a new location, and the schedule for the day will be new, 

as well. 

We begin the day at 9:30 a.m. with worship at the amphitheater in the park. There will be no 

worship in our church building that day. 

Music for worship will be led by Curt Thompson on guitar! If you’d like to join in the small 

group leading the hymns, please let the church office, Curt, or Pastor Brenda know. 

After worship, we will proceed to our pavilion and have our Sunday School opening and 

games before lunch, which will probably begin at about 11:30 a.m. 

Bring a chair to sit on during worship. (If you’re comfortable with it, you can also sit on the 

amphitheater seating, but it’s hard!) 

ple who will be participating. 

 The young people’s group study will be exploring how faith speaks into their lives, using a 

curriculum that includes video from some of the ELCA’s dynamic young leaders. This group is for 

people in their 20s and 30s. 

 The women’s group will explore the Old Testament story of Ruth, and focus on 11 things 

from Ruth’s story that every woman faces in her life. We will use a book by Joan Chittister, a Bene-

dictine nun from Erie, to guide us in our exploration of our lives of faith. This group is for any wom-

an over the age of 18. 

 We ask you to sign up for these groups so that we can have materials for everyone. Please 

contact Tammy in the church office, or Pastor Brenda. 

Seeking a New Sexton 
 

We give thanks to God for the faithful service of Jonathan Oros as our sexton for the last 

number of years. He is now off to new things as a full-time college student, and we pray God’s 

blessings on all that he tries to accomplish in the coming years! 

Alyssa Martin is now filling in as our interim sexton. She was especially helpful to us in the 

early days of the pandemic when she shared information with us about the industrial cleaners and 

methods that her school district was using to sterilize the classrooms. We are thankful that she has 

agreed to be interim sexton while we search for a permanent replacement. 

If you or someone you know is interested in hearing about joining the church staff in this po-

sition, please talk with Pastor Brenda. We are hoping to fill this position this fall. 
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Congregational Growth Fund 
 
As part of Holy Trinity’s yearly budget, we have a line item called the “Congregational 

Growth Fund,” that encourages giving to the church, in addition to regular envelope giving. 

We haven’t spent much time talking about the Congregational Growth Fund, but want to lift 

this fund up to you now as a way for you to help fund our ministry as we grow into the future that 

God gives to us. 

There’s a feeling of excitement at Holy Trinity as we return to having in-person Sunday 

School and adult education, and we meet new people who are worshiping with us and we see new 

opportunities for ministry opening to us. 

Please consider contributing to the Congregational Growth Fund as we try to grow and ex-

pand the ministry at Holy Trinity in both equipping us as disciples, and sending us out into the 

world that God loves so much. 

Welcome To Our Head Start Classroom! 
 

We have many committees and groups at Holy Trinity that have been talking for the past 

several years about ways to better utilize our building during the week. 

So when Head Start of Mercer County contacted us in early July to say there was a need for 

a new Head Start classroom in Greenville, we were pleased to show them three different possible 

classroom spaces in our building. 

We signed a lease agreement with Head Start in early August, and there is now a classroom 

on the first floor of Brath Hall that will be open to a class of 18 students beginning September 1. 

The class is in space that we have been using as our nursery and work room. 

The work room has been moved into our smallest office, which was vacant, immediately in-

side the back office entrance. Once the Head Start classroom is fully furnished and set up, we hope 

to continue to use that space on Sunday mornings, as needed, for a nursery. 

Since we have moved all of the baby furnishings out of that space, we plan to add a baby 

changing station to the rear bathroom on the first floor near to the back entrance. 

The Head Start executive director and facilities manager looked at other properties in the 

Greenville area, where there already were three other classrooms in the elementary school and at 

Thiel College, and they said they were impressed by our upkeep of our building. They also liked 

our location, as they said the need to add a fourth classroom in Greenville was to serve families in 

the area that is immediately south of our church. 

We thank God for giving us the opportunity to serve our neighbors in this way, opening our 

building and making it a safe and welcome space for families who are in close proximity to us. 
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Pastor Roth Thank You 
 
Dear Pastor Brenda, Congregation Council members, and sisters and brothers in Christ: 

Grace and Peace to you from God our Father and His Son, Jesus the Christ, our Lord.  

Amen.   

I write on behalf of Sally and myself to extend our deepest gratitude for the wonderful 

celebration of the 50th Anniversary of my Ordination as a Minister of the Church in the Holy 

Office of the Word and Sacraments, which took place on August 1, 1971, at Trinity Lutheran 

Church, McKeesport, PA.     

A word of thanks to each of you for the ways you assisted in making sure that my 50th 

was a celebration commensurate with the joy that I felt in reaching this wonderful milestone 

in my ministry.  The worship was a wonderful occasion of full-throated celebration. I appre-

ciated the special music that Maidene and the Choir played/sang so well – especially the 

Hassler Kyrie setting, the anthem The Call (my favorite one of the five mystical songs by 

Ralph Van Williams), and the special selection of hymns, all of which were special to us.   

Thanks for the opportunity to give what is likely my last sermon. I am sorry that my 

vocal shortcomings--along with my technological bumbling of the microphone earpiece--

made the hearing of it in person difficult for many.  Thanks for the provision of a way to pro-

vide a printed full text copy of the sermon on the congregation's webpage and Facebook 

page. 

Thanks to Bonnie Massing and those who assisted her in offering such a delightful 

summer celebratory feast, made available at the reception following the Liturgy. 

And, finally, thanks to all of you who attended – both those in person and those who 

through the 'modern miracle' of streaming were in attendance from Germany to Erie and oth-

er places within the synod or ELCA – and also to those who due to responsibilities related to 

worship leadership elsewhere were with us in spirit, although unable to be physically pre-

sent.  

Thanks to all those who sent thoughtful cards with personal notes in which you shared 

remembered stories of ways I – in the past – had rendered the service of the Lord Jesus 

through His church in some way that continues all these years later to bear a positive effect 

in your or your family's life. 

And to you, Pr. Brenda, we extend our deep appreciation for your being a welcoming 

and sensitive pastoral presence for a retired pastor as congregational member, for knowing 

how significant the observance of this occasion would be for me, and for your having turned 

your gifts for stewardship of details – especially in the midst of high demands related to pas-

toral care responsibilities – to the elegant presiding at the liturgy on that day. 

And finally, my gratitude is extended for the beautiful icon that came from The New 

Guild Studio, in Braddock, PA, the same studio which wrote/created our other two Holy 

Trinity icons.  How appropriate that the focus of the new icon is Christ offering himself as 

the bread/body and wine/blood for the world. That that icon was given to the Glory of God 

and in honor of Sally and my service in your midst touches us deeply.  
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So, to any and all of you who remembered me on this significant day of celebration 

and remembrance, I utter my humble and deeply heartfelt Thank You. 

In the name of Jesus whom we are all called to serve, 

Pastor Martin and Sally Roth 

The texts for the sermon for the 10th Sunday after Pentecost 

are: John 6:24-35 and Ephesians 4:11-16 . Pr. Martin M. 

Roth in celebration of his 50th Anniversary of Ordination at 

Trinity Lutheran Church, McKeesport, PA by the Rev. Dr. 

William Hankey on August 1, 1971 was invited to preach. 

Resources: Walter Wangerin "The Ragman and other Cries 

of Faith," The Rev. Dr. Luke Bouman, The Rev. Nathan Net-

tleton.  

 

 Recently, I watched the All Star Game of the 2021 Major 

League Baseball Season and I must admit that I also watched the 

night before for the Home Run Derby--the point of which is to 

have the leading hitters of the current baseball season compete to 

see who can hit the most home runs one after another in a lim-

ited time. This strikes me as akin to the crowd who in our gospel 

text wanted to see Jesus provide more bread…more of what they 

have seen him already do. "Hit more home runs, Jesus." Those of us who are avid baseball fans re-

alize that baseball is more than a game; it is a metaphor for life in America. Books such as The 

Faith of 50 Million--which explores the depths of the close relationship between baseball and 

American culture--include sections on the importance of statistics, baseball as a story of redemp-

tion, a morality tale, and a paean of praise to diversity and opportunity.  

 You see, during my childhood, when I was seven years old some 70 years ago, I remember 

collecting baseball cards that came in a package of bubble gum. The practice-- in part--was de-

signed to inculcate in us the American youth the underlying belief that that which is important in 

defining one's life can be compressed into statistics--such as lifetime batting average, runs batted in, 

number of home runs, number of fielding awards (the Golden Glove), or the Cy Young pitching 

award.  

 And yet, part of the lesson I came to learn over my lifetime of following baseball statistics 

was that--for the icons of the game, e.g., Babe Ruth, Honus Wagner, Joe DiMaggio, Mickey Man-

tle, Jackie Robinson or Pete Rose or Shoeless Joe Jackson--"Statistics do not a life make." Some of 

the real icons of the game--as defined by the statistics compressed on their baseball cards--turned 

out to be less than icons in terms of the way they lived their private lives off the field of play.  

 For 55 years, I have watched pastors at synod conventions or assemblies who seemed to me--

especially in my earlier days-- to be old men commenting--for the most part lovingly--on the signif-

icance of the 50 years since their ordination. Now I am--by the grace of God--in a position to reflect 

on the 50 years since my own ordination. 50 years ago today at 3:30 p.m. at Trinity Lutheran 

Church in McKeesport, PA Martin Michael Roth was ordained by The Rev. Dr. William Hankey 

into the Holy Office of the Ministry of Word and Sacrament. I am now faced with the same choices 

those many pastors who came before me had to make…do I remember "what I did" or "what God's 
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gracious Call and the presence of the Holy Spirit extended to the likes of me enabled me to do--

often in spite of myself." Depending on which choice one makes, one comes out in a drastically dif-

ferent place.  

 I acknowledge the tendency to want to quantify what has been done into statistics to put on 

my "baseball card of life." Rather, I prefer the focus of our 2nd Reading preaching text today from 

Ephesians as it suggests an emphasis on the grace of God's Call that some serve as "pastors and 

teachers, to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ."  

 This makes the 367 people I baptized or the 200 young people I instructed and confirmed or 

the 17 people I mentored--and who are preparing for or are serving or have served in rostered minis-

try --or the 423 people I laid to rest wrapped in the promise of God in Christ or the 251 couples I 

prepared and then married or the 98 people for whom I served as their confessor--through the use of 

the Rite for Individual Confession and Forgiveness--all point to the Holy Spirit as the source for all 

that I was able to accomplish. 

 On April 16th, 1944, I was called at my baptism-- as each of you on the day of your baptism 

was called--to a life-time of service. I hope and pray that you remember your date of baptism. and if 

you don't, to promise yourself to research the date, because to remember your baptism is to remem-

ber God's gracious Call that stands at the beginning of your life of faith. That is why the sign of the 

cross as a remembrance of baptism is so important to Martin Luther and to all the baptized.  

 As our text from Ephesians says, "I therefore, the prisoner in the Lord, beg you to lead a life 

worthy of the calling to which you have been called, with all humility and gentleness, with patience, 

bearing with one another in love, making every effort to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond 

of peace. There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to the one hope of your calling, 

one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all, who is above all through all and in all. 

 But each of us was given grace according to the measure of Christ's gift." The measure of 

Christ's gift was a total giving of himself to us. "The gifts he gave were that some would be apos-

tles, some prophets, some evangelists, some pastors and teachers." Some others would become 

mothers and fathers, teachers, attorneys, homemakers, farmers, CPAs, health care and safety work-

ers, administrators in higher education, business people, laborers, and carpenters. Those pastors and 

teachers are "to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, until all 

of us come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to maturity, to the 

measure of the full stature of Christ.  

 We must no longer be children, tossed to and fro and blown about by every wind of doctrine, 

by people's trickery, by their craftiness in deceitful scheming." How appropriate it is to hear these 

words during a time when we speak of "our own truth" with a desire to call it "fake news" when the 

truth does not fit our liking. "But speaking the truth in love, we must grow up in every way into him 

who is the head, into Christ, from whom the whole body, joined and knit together by every ligament 

with which it is equipped, as each part is working properly, promotes the body's growth in building 

itself up in love."  

 This text which speaks of the body and its proper functioning as an analogy of how the 

church is to function really hits home for me right now in my own life. The onset of Parkinsonian-

like symptoms in the last several years such as balance issues, neurological slowing down related to 

brain function, tremors that affect the ability to legibly write and have cut out my woodworking and 

carving hobbies, speech issues - volume and strength and the free flow of language - is a real chal-

lenge. I am able still to read and to understand, but this is likely my last sermon. If you get a card 

from me, you will note that it is typed, not written longhand. Making new accommodations to the 

development of ever new symptoms is a challenge. The image of the body functioning properly I no 
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longer take for granted.  

 And where does the nourishment for life in the body - whether our individual bodies in their 

human strengths and weaknesses or the church as the Body of Christ - come from? In the gospel 

reading the people wanted more bread, or at least they wanted a repeat performance so that they 

could be sure they had seen what they thought they had seen. They wanted to change the bread of 

eternal life that Jesus promised into just more bread that perishes.  

 As I look out over the landscape today, I see that we are in search of food in a wilderness of 

our own as well. People in our world are either desperate for food, hungry each night and hoping 

for relief, or else we have all the food that we can eat with leftovers and even waste, yet our lives 

are curiously unfilled, or unfulfilled. The rich say to the poor, “How can you still be hungry? There 

is more than enough food for everyone in the world!” The poor say to the rich, “How can you still 

be hungry? You have so much already!”  

 Could it be that Jesus' words to those chasing him across the sea those many years ago still 

have the same truth for us today? “Do not work for the food that perishes, but for the food that en-

dures for eternal life, which the Son of Man will give you." Our culture, especially in the wealthy 

West, has a hard time hearing those words. It flies in the face of most of the things that we have 

treasured. Aren’t we supposed to be building wealth? - or in the words of bumper sticker philoso-

phy, "When we die, the one with the most toys wins."  

 Like those in the first century, we seem to be chasing a Jesus who will continue to give us 

the bread that perishes. Look at the continued popularity of the Prosperity Gospel that is launched 

like missiles from televised pulpits, week after week. They dangle the hopes of future riches before 

those willing to part with cash in the here and now to fund their ministries and pay for their man-

sions. In today’s religious landscape P.T. Barnum was certainly right--that there is a sucker born 

every minute. And many do not catch on until it is too late.  

 But in the scheme of things, our desire to make a big splash in the world, our need to build 

up our pile of possessions, is nothing more nor less than a desire to deny our mortality.  

 The people who had been freed by Yahweh from bondage in Egypt and who wandered in 

the wilderness on their way to the Promised Land learned that Yahweh would give them the things 

they needed. They also learned not to hoard their bread (it would smell if you kept it for more than 

a day) and to share it with those who could not gather for themselves. The manna was the bread 

that Yahweh gave them as they were learning how to be the servant people they were called to be. 

In John’s Gospel, the chasers of Jesus remembered the manna, but not the lessons of the manna. So 

Jesus begins to teach them again about what the true bread from heaven does.  

 But then he makes a bold move. He says, “I AM the bread of life.” He identifies himself 

with Yahweh, the great I AM. He identifies Yahweh as the bread of life for the world. This is in 

contrast to the bread which feeds but does not satisfy. The question is "how?" How is Jesus the 

bread of life? How does Jesus satisfy hunger and thirst? How does Jesus provide life for the world? 

 In answer, one analogy - suggested by Walt Wangerin, Jr. in his book RAGMAN and other 

CRIES of FAITH - is found in a particular species of spider. While most spiders leave their eggs in 

a sac and wander off, one species does not leave them thus to chance but stays to protect them and 

find food for them. Like all spiders, when this one eats, she injects her poison and digestive juices 

into her prey and the victim enters her stomach as she sucks out the life and the food from the 

body's empty shell. Except when there are no victims. When there is no food for the little spiders, 

the mother of this species will inject her poison into her own body and give her young one last 

meal, herself. She dies and gives them life.  
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 Against such a backdrop, Wangerin sees in the Christ of the Cross one who gives himself 

for the life of all. When we feast at Christ’s table, it is his own life poured out for us that becomes 

our bread. It is in the giving of himself that he is most alive, even as he dies. And those of us who 

follow - rather than chase - Jesus learn the simple truth from his Living Word: we are only filled 

full when we empty ourselves. Jesus is the bread of life not for what he puts into our stomachs, but 

rather for how he teaches us to live, really LIVE. In the meal of communion he is shaping us into 

his body and preparing us to give ourselves in the same way as he gives himself. Those who have 

dared to follow this radical way find life in more vivid color, find purpose and meaning beyond 

“winning” the game of life.  

 Today, I give thanks to God for my Call to the Ordained Ministry of Word and Sacrament. 

It has been a joy to preside at Holy Communion a minimum of 3,108 times in order to feed the 

people of the church on His Sacrament of His Body and Blood and to be able to prepare and preach 

approximately 3,224 times the saving word that is Jesus Christ crucified and risen.  

 Pr. Brenda, I appreciate your gracious invitation to me to preach and assist with administer-

ing the sacrament as a way of celebrating the 50th anniversary today. The gift of the work of eccle-

siastical art by our favorite artists given to the glory of God and in honor of our ministry in your 

midst is humbling to us. How appropriate it is that the focus of the icon is of Christ offering him-

self as his body and blood for the world.  

 And I say to all of you, no matter what your age is, to consider discerning how God's Call 

has your name on it. He has called you already through your baptism to a lifetime of service, no 

matter what employment you prepare for. Today I ask you to consider whether God is calling you 

to a rostered ministry of the church as a specific way to live out your call to lifelong service. In 

closing, I want to link back to our gospel reading where Jesus identifies himself as the bread of life, 

the gracious gift of God to sustain us as we make our way through the wilderness. The road ahead 

will not be easy, and there is no doubt that there will be times when we wonder why we can't go 

back to the familiar bondage of the past. But the bread of life, the manna in the wilderness, will 

continue to be offered to sustain us on our journey. And if we are to make it, we need to recognize 

that we are depending for our life on the one bread, which the one father has given us in the one 

spirit. The unity is a given. We are called to be one and to gather together in the belief and mission 

of the one God. All this is a gift. Let us feed on it with thanksgiving and hopefulness. Amen.  

Reach Out To Marge Stull 
 

Many of you know that our member Margery Stull moved from her home in the St. Paul 

Homes community this summer and is now living in a facility in Ohio so she can be closer to her 

daughter and her extended family. 

For those who would like to send her a note or a card, her address is: 

Margery Stull 

Apt. 107 

1916 St. Lincoln Ave. 

Salem, Ohio 44460 

 

Her phone number is 234-320-1526. 
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Dear Holy Trinity Scholarship Committee, 

 

 Thank you for your generous support as I 

continue my education in the field of Physical 

Therapy.  I am blessed to be a part of Holy Trin-

ity Lutheran Church. 

 

Sincerely, 

Kaitlyn Faber 

 The saying goes:  "It takes a village..."    Well it also takes a congregation to put on a recep-

tion after so many months lack of practice doing this kind of activity.  Thanks to all who helped 

with the reception to honor Pastor and Sally Roth.  It's so moving how people just go into action 

putting the rooms right again after these affairs.  Thanks to those who helped set up and serve and 

prepare food and clean up afterwards.  Thanks to Ruth Heil, Rae Johnson, Kathy Thompson, Judy 

Teets, Nancy McLaughlin, Marie Riley, Dick Meeker, Debbie Faber, Kaitlyn Faber, Marj Stubert, 

Kate Snyder, John Logan, John Weaver, Nikki Weaver, Gianna Weaver, Johnmichael Weaver, Jim 

Martin, Jennifer Martin, Alyssa Martin, Bob Massing, Bob Olson, Jill Murrin, Cathy Richardson, 

Nikki Hootman, Nancy Knapp, Billie Hollenbaugh, Sue Achenbach, Don Achenbach, Ruth Ann 

Gruber, Ed Pitcher, Jonathan Oros, and Tammy Williams. 

 

Bonnie Massing 

Harvest Weekend 

Saturday and Sunday,  

October 2 and 3, 2021 

  Please remember to bring 

CANNED GOODS  

as a Special Offering for the 

Good Shepherd Center 
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A Reminder: Let Us Know When Someone Is Hospitalized 
 

 If you or someone you know has been hospitalized, please let the church office or the pastor 

know. 

 Many people assume that nursing homes or hospitals alert the church when someone is be-

ing treated. Because of the laws surrounding privacy (known as HIPAA), organizations have been 

required for a number of years now to honor your privacy in releasing information. Even if we call 

a hospital and ask if someone is being treated, hospitals are not allowed to tell us. 

 When you share information with us, it allows us to offer pastoral care, deliver flowers from 

the Sunday altar, and visit and pray with people when they’re not feeling well. Thank you for help-

ing us in this ministry of the church. 

Good Shepherd September Request 
 

 The Good Shepherd Center is our church com-

munity social service agency that supports the needs of 

many in the area.  The Good Shepherd Center's request 

for Holy Trinity for September is pasta, rice, or dried 

grains.  Donations may be placed in the marked box 

            in the cloister.    

Second Mile Giving for September  - Lutheran World Relief 

(Flying Quilts shipping costs) 

 
 Each month we offer the opportunity for our members to reach out into the greater communi-

ty to those who are seeking to minister to people with specific needs through our Second Mile Giv-

ing – our financial gifts beyond our regular offerings. 

 Picture yourself after the Tsunami in Japan - your home has been washed away - your whole 

neighborhood – your whole town - is gone and you are forced to start over with no possessions.   

 Imagine someone coming and giving you a quilt that can keep you warm at night - something 

that you can call your own - along with the food and clothes that you have received - a “security 

blanket” that is all yours, from people you don’t even know - friends at Holy Trinity Lutheran 

Church in Greenville, PA. 

 Members of the Flying Quilts group use their gifts and give of their time to make these 

quilts.  But we must see that they get to where they are needed.  That is where you and I come in!  

Money raised this month will be used to mail the quilts with the remainder of the money going di-

rect to Lutheran World Relief. 

 All Second Mile contributions received during the month of September will be given to the 

designated cause.  
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September  

Birthdays 
 
1 Dayna Gainor 

3 Alex Mozes 

4 Wayne Swift 

7  John Logan 

8 Michael Balas 

 Brandon Stubert 

11 Bonnie Long 

12 Mary Alice Dean 

15   Sue Bittler 

 Neal Lineman 

17 Sara Newton 

18  Esther Wasser 

21   Lee Barrall 

24  Mary Beth Bradley 

27   Matthew Logan 

  Mike McKinney 

30   Mary Moore 

September Anniversaries 

  
 The following members of our congregation are celebrating 

anniversaries this month.  Congratulate them when you see them. 

 

David and Dolly Lineman  31 years September 15, 1990 

Jake and Jamie Miller 9 years September 15, 2012 

Nick and Betsy Hildebrand  21 years September 23, 2000 

Ken and Lori McEwen  18 years September 27, 2003 

Paul and Debbie Yoos  37 years September 29, 1984 

 Funeral 

Paul James Bittler, Jr. 
 Born:   November 2, 1945 

 Baptized:  November 23, 1945 

 Confirmed:  June 5, 1960 

 Married:  November 27, 1971 

 Died:   August 18, 2021  

 Funeral Liturgy: August 24, 2021 

 “Rest eternal 

grant him, O 

Lord;  

and let light 

perpetual 

shine upon 

him.” 

Trinity Traveler 
 
 Although this Trinity Traveler was 

stationary, he travelled quite a few miles 

via the Internet on a single Sunday, 

 

John Logan 

Received in person, prayers and was 

anointed with holy oil rom a Priest who is 

a friend from Pittsburgh, 

and 

Attended Holy Trinity Lutheran Church 

Buffalo, New York 

and  

Attended Roman Catholic Mass 

Milwaukee, Wisconsin  
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Evangelical Lutheran Church   

of the Holy Trinity 

One Trinity Place 

Greenville, PA  16125 

The Messenger is a publication of: 
  

The Evangelical Lutheran Church  
of the Holy Trinity 

1 Trinity Place 
Greenville, PA 16125 

724-588-8870 
 

Email address 
holytrinitygreenville@verizon.net 

 
Website: 

www.holytrinitygreenvillepa.com  
 

Staff 

Pastor: 

Pastor Brenda Martin 

 

Director of Music: 

Maidene Hackett 

 

Office Administrator: 

Tammy Williams 

 

Sexton: 

Jonathan Oros 

 

Officers of the Congregation 
 

Vice-President:  
Olivia Martin-Call 

 
Secretary:  

Marj Stubert 
 

Treasurer: 
Tammy Daniello 

 
Financial Secretary:  

Lana Mozes 
 
 

Council Members 
 

Linda Armstrong 
Mary Beth Bradley 
Tammy Daniello 

Debbie Faber 
Bob Gargasz 

Chuck Lanning 
Jim Martin 

Olivia Martin-Call 
Bob Massing 
Bob Olson 
Ed Pitcher 

Barbara Swartz 
 

Office Hours: 
 

Monday - Friday 
8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

 


