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Alleluia! Christ is risen!
O God, you have called your servants to ventures of which we
cannot see the ending, by paths as yet untrodden, through perils
unknown. Give us faith to go out with good courage, not knowing
where we go, but only that your hand is leading us and your love
supporting us; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,
We are now in the early days of Eastertide, having experienced a joyful celebration of the resurrection of our Lord, and
what a celebration it was! We saw old faces and young faces, familiar faces and new faces. We raised our voices together, singing
our praises, in a step forward after more than a year of pandemic
silence. We heard the rustling of kids and heard their voices added to our chorus of amens, and watched them waving their alleluia banners. We saw doves flying in procession. We experienced
more children being welcomed to the Lord’s Table.
Dear church, we not only celebrated the resurrection, but
we experienced it! New life abounds, and we are in the midst of
it.
Even as new life surrounds us, we continue to pray this
prayer we have prayed at nearly all of our principal liturgies for
the last year, acknowledging that we are on a path whose ending
we cannot see. We are still on that path, but we continue to be reminded of the God who is leading us, supporting us, loving us
through all things, bearing our burdens, and carrying us when we
need to be carried.
We walk in newness of life, a promise made real with an
empty tomb.
Alleluia! Christ is risen!
He is risen indeed! Alleluia!
Pastor Brenda +
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A Word about Communion and Children at Holy Trinity
On Easter Sunday, eight of the children in our congregation heard the invitation of Jesus to come to the table to be fed
the bread and the wine, the body and the blood, that Jesus freely
gives.
Six of these children began First Holy Communion instruction in 2020, anticipating receiving communion on Easter,
but then the pandemic shut down everything. So we tried again
during this Lenten season and brought this group back together
again.
The six children who began classes in 2020 were Clara
Balas, Gregory Hootman, Brycen Miller, and siblings Nora,
Ava and Dean Archembeau.
Nora, Ava and Dean had already received communion at
their church in Ohio before they came to us, but their parents
thought they were now old enough to receive some instruction.
It’s this practice – of children receiving communion and then beginning to receive instruction when they are older – that we have been inching toward at Holy Trinity and are now fully embracing.
We’re embracing it now because on Easter we had the blessing of not only welcoming Clara,
Greg, Brycen, Nora, Ava and Dean to the table. We also welcomed to the table Jeremy Miller and
Zach Hootman.
And what a story that is!
On Palm Sunday, Jeremy, who is 2, came forward at the time of communion and immediately put out his hand to receive communion. He received a blessing, and then his dad received communion, but he continued to hold out his hand until his dad picked him up and carried him back to
his seat. After worship, we talked about whether to commune Jeremy should he hold out his hand
again. On Easter, Jeremy’s mom said that his brother Brycen, who was to receive his First Holy
Communion, worked with Jeremy that week, teaching him what to do and how to hold his hands.
So Jeremy received his First Holy Communion on Easter, and then so did his cousin Zach
Hootman, which was another wonderful surprise! We will now welcome Jeremy and Zach into
communion instruction for children when they are a little bit older.
Welcoming children to the table when they are so young is very different than what most Lutheran adults experienced. Many of us first received communion when we were teenagers, at the
time that we were confirmed, and only after extensive instruction during confirmation classes.
All of that began to change decades ago when many congregations began to hold First Holy
Communion classes for children in third grade or fifth grade. And then, at our ELCA Churchwide
Assembly in 1997, a document called “Use of the Means of Grace” was adopted. It is our church’s
guidance on the practice of Word and Sacrament.
The “Use of the Means of Grace” invited us to rethink the practice of admitting children to
the table, since the invitation to the table comes from Jesus. Almost all pastors have experienced
very, very young children coming to the table and reaching out their hands to receive.
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That’s because children who are in worship frequently begin to realize very young that they
are a part of a group – a community of faith – and they begin to do what everyone else does. That’s
why we all love to hear a young “amen” when it’s added to our amens. We’ve watched very young
children who are able to begin completing the sentences of the Lord’s Prayer. And, they hold out
their hands next to their parents and older siblings when they come to the table.
Communing young children always comes after conversation between parents and the pastor.
And there are obligations for both families and the congregation when we commune young children
– the promise that when they get older, we will talk to them and instruct them about the great gift of
forgiveness, grace, mercy and love that they have received. Growing into this gift is a lifelong journey.
So we now welcome to the table, at the invitation of Jesus, Clara, Gregory, Brycen, Nora,
Ava, Dean, AND Jeremy and Zach. We continue the conversation with all of them as they grow
older about what it means for them to be baptized and called by name, what it means to receive
communion, what it means to belong in a community of faith, and what it means to follow Jesus.
Amen and Amen.
Pastor Brenda +

Interested In Church Membership?
If you have been visiting with us and would like to know more
about becoming a member at Holy Trinity, please see Pastor Brenda. If
you’d like to know what it means to be a member, please see Pastor
Brenda.
Once the pandemic has eased, we will have one or two sessions
about what it means to be Lutheran in today’s world, especially given
our uniquely Lutheran voice that we are saved by God’s grace alone,

Good Shepherd Community Meal
On Monday, May 24, Holy Trinity will be hosting the Monday night
community dinner at Good Shepherd. If you are able to assist in cooking,
serving, delivery of dinners, or clean-up duties please call Mike Bradley at
724-962-3238 or 724-699-7122.
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Northwestern Pennsylvania Synod
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
22598 Titusville Road
P.O. Box 43
Pleasantville, PA 16341-0043
Office of the Bishop
Rev. Michael L. Lozano

bplozano@outlook.com
northwesternpasynodelca.org
(O) 814-589-7660
(C) 724-931-4848
(F) 589-7566

27 March 2021
First Day of Passover
Saturday before Palm Sunday
Dear Synod,
Remember you are dust and to dust you will return.
Thirty-four days ago, at the beginning of our Lenten journey, I wrote to you about my health and
the journey I was beginning to determine the diagnosis of the mass on my sternum. After a number
of tests, including a biopsy, yesterday I was told my tumor was benign and treatable with radiation
therapy. In the next few weeks I will undergo several more tests to refine the diagnosis and the
treatment plan.
I continue to ask for your patience with me in the weeks ahead as my schedule is now driven by an as yet
unknown treatment plan. I continue to have good days and bad days. I am on medication to ease the sharp
pains, but the medication also slows me down – especially in the mornings. I continue to try to find the humor in all of this. I told Christopher he would be the first person I bite after my first dose of radiation to see
what superpowers he would develop. He responded that he would become a super son of a bishop and get to
wear a cape.
This experience continues to teach me how blessed I am. I thank you for your prayers, your cards and flowers, your words of support and encouragement, and reaching out to see how I am in those unexpected moments, reminding me you are there for me. A dear friend of mine, decades ago once prayed aloud for those
who have “no one to pray for them.” My friend recognized how blessed we were to have people pray for us.
I have held onto that prayer all these many years knowing I am so fortunate to have so many surrounding me
with their love and support and as my friend’s prayer reminds me there are those in our world who do not
have anyone to offer up a word of prayer for their needs.
And so we pray: Merciful God, constant source of all healing, we give you thanks for all your gifts of
strength and life, and above all we thank you for the gift of your Son, through whom we have health and salvation. As we wait for that day when there will be no more pain, help us by your Holy Spirit to be assured
of your power in our lives and to trust in your eternal love. We commend to you all who work within the
medical community, our care teams, our families, our prayer warriors, our friends and strangers who pray for
us in our time of need. For those to whom death draws near and for those who grieve and mourn and especially for those who have no one to pray for them. We ask this through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
Called to Serve,
Bp. Lozano
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From Our Director of Music
Two items - an announcement and a short review of a Lenten hymn tune.
First, the hymn tune...Jesu meines lebens Leben was sung and heard as Prelude Chorales
(J.S. Bach and Johann Walther)on the fifth Sunday of Lent, March 21, 2021. Ernst Christoph
Homberg, composer, was born in 1605 near Eisenach; he wrote one hundred fifty hymns in an endeavor to strengthen his personal trust and faith. The tune or melody first appeared in 1687 in
Darmstadt.
The melody has become the foundation for many and various texts.
A version of the text by Homberg was prepared for inclusion in Lutheran Book of Worship
in the very late 1970s by David Herman, music professor at Drake University in Des Moines, Iowa
who has made other contributions to church music.

Announcement
The 3-octave set of handbells has been refurbished by Schulmerich
Bell Co. in eastern Pennsylvania and returned to Greenville. After Easter, a
handbell choir will begin rehearsals at time satisfactory to all ringers. An
appeal for ringers is part of this announcement. Please consider this invitation to engage in a new activity, skill, and the fellowship that goes with it.
Please call Maidene at (814) 724-1093 and leave a message. Thank
you.

Applications For Holy Trinity Scholarships Available
Scholarship applications are now available. The deadline for all applications will be June
1st. Please contact the chur ch office if you ar e inter ested in any of the following applications:
Shaffer-Pearson Scholarship; Paula Meleky Scholarship; Dr. Peter And Helen Brath Scholarship;
Wilbur P. Baird / Warren Shelly Scholarship; The Jack M. and Marjorie H. Dershimer Scholarship
Fund; and The William and Adelaide Horner Higher Education Endowed Scholarship.
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Reformed: Always Reforming
Our Reformed: Always Reforming group has begun to meet again after being in hiatus during the winter COVID spike.
One of the tasks of this group is to ask the complicated questions.
There is a wonderful new hymn in the ELCA’s new hymnal supplement called All Creation
Sings. The hymn is called, “Ask the Complicated Question.” It has words that we should all ponder
as we question, question, question where we’ve been and where we’re going as both people of faith
and as a community of faith.
“Ask the Complicated Questions”
1

Ask the complicated questions.
Do not fear to be found out;
for our God makes strong our weakness,
forging faith in fires of doubt.

2

Seek the disconcerting answers,
follow where the Spirit blows;
test competing truths for wisdom,
for in tension new life grows.

3

Knock on doors of new ideas,
test assumptions long grown stale,
for Christ calls from shores of wonder,
daring us to try and fail.

4

For in struggle we discover
truth both simple and profound;
in the knocking, asking, seeking,
we are opened, answered, found.
Text: David Bjorlin, b. 1984
Text © 2018 GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com. All rights reserved.
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Mercer County Housing Authority
In partnership with
Mercer County Board of Commissioners,
Community Action Partnership of Mercer County, and
The Shenango Valley Urban League

RENT and Utility RELIEF PROGRAM begins March 31, 2021.
“This project is being supported, in whole or in part, by federal funds awarded to Mercer
County by the US Department of the Treasury as allocated through the Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania, Act 1 of 2021.”
Are you behind in your rent? Were you unemployed after March 13, 2020? Did your hours
get reduced? W e A re Here to HELP you with your past rent, and possibly three months future rent.
You may be eligible for Rental Assistance through the Emergency Rental and Utility Assistance
Program (ERAP). Some applicants will also be required to complete Case Management. For more
information, please call ERAP intake at 724-301-0596.
Note: Landlords can apply on behalf of the tenant but must include tenant in the application
certification process. All documents must be completed and signed. Applications are also accepted
at Good Shepherd of Greenville. “Call 2-1-1 and ask about Mercer’s Emergency Rental Assistance Program.”

How do I apply:

Contact the ERAP office located at 700 Martin Luther King Boulevard, Farrell PA
16121 for an application. Upon completion, you may return your application by email
to: ERAP2021apply@gmail.com or by mail to: 80 J effer son Avenue, Shar on, PA
16146

Apply online at - https://www.mchachoices.com/wp-content/uploads/2021-03-11ERAP-App-DHS.pdf

The application is a fillable form. You may save it to your computer and automatically
submit it when complete.

Military Share Food Distributions
Save the Date
Tuesday, April 13 - Greenville VFW
Pre-registration is required.
Contact Sarah Worthington at 724-981-0353, ext. 106
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With your help the Good Shepherd
packed 285 bags. You donated food
items as well as chocolate bunnies.
Thank so much for your generosity.
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Good Shepherd Request for April
The Good Shepherd Center is our church community social
service agency that supports the needs of many in the area. The Good
Shepherd Center's request for Holy Trinity for April is canned vegetables. Donations may be placed in the mar ked box in the cloister .

Second Mile Giving
ELCA 2022 Youth Gathering
ELCA Youth Gathering Theme: Boundless: God beyond measure
I kneel in prayer to the Father. All beings in heaven and on earth receive their life from
[God]. God is wonderful and glorious. I pray that [God’s] Spirit will make you become strong
followers and that Christ will live in your hearts because of your faith. Stand firm and be deeply
rooted in [God’s] love. I pray that you and all of God’s people will understand what is called wide
or long or high or deep. I want you to know all about Christ’s love, although it is too wonderful to
be measured. Then your lives will be filled with all that God is. I pray that Christ Jesus and the
church will forever bring praise to God. [God’s] power at work in us can do far more than we
dare ask or imagine. Amen.
Ephesians 3:14-21 CEV
We are bound. Bound by our sin, by the expectations of others, by poverty, by -isms that
try to divide us, and by so much more. In a life that often feels as if it has young people in a suffocating grip, we want them to imagine the boundlessness of God: boundless love, boundless mercy,
boundless freedom, boundless creation, boundless strength. All offered from a gracious and loving
God who knows and adores them. All so abundant and endless it cannot be measured.
What are the stories of God’s people, both in Scripture and modern-day, that share the awe
and wonder of just how vast our God is? What does it mean, what does it look and feel like to live
a life “filled with all that God is”? How can young people find themselves within the boundlessness of Christ’s love?
MYLE, the tAble and the Gathering are unique opportunities to invite young people into a
deeper relationship with a God whose possibilities are boundless. Through one-of-a-kind experiences, this ministry stretches and affirms young people’s gifts and calls. They experience the power of the Spirit within them that frees them to live in the grace of God’s boundless love in Jesus
Christ.
Finally, we are excited by the connections this theme offers to our host city of Minneapolis
and the surrounding area. Known as the "City by Nature," Minneapolis is an earth-minded city in
many ways. The Minneapolis Area Synod also names advocacy around care for creation as a top
priority, which would allow us to learn from and support the local expression of the church.
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April
Birthdays
5
6
9
13
15
16
20
24
25
26
30

Soren Hedderick
Laura Chesmer
Gregory Hootman
Tammy Daniello
Kaitlyn Faber
Nick Hildebrand
Don Beck
Roy Wilt, Jr.
Mary Lineman
Ray Mozes
Grace Mozes
Ella Hildebrand
Ethan Hall
Michele Shine
Sydney Balas

April Anniversaries
The following members of our congregation are celebrating
anniversaries this month. Congratulate them when you see them.
Ray and Cathy Richardson
Mark and Jane McCall
Matthew and Courtney Logan
John and Darlene Ferguson
Larry and Cheryl Davern

April 4, 1993
April 19, 1986
April 21, 2007
April 24, 1965
April 28, 1979

28 years
35 years
14 years
56 years
42 years

A Reminder: Let Us Know When Someone Is Hospitalized
If you or someone you know has been hospitalized, please let
the church office or the pastor know.
Many people assume that nursing homes or hospitals alert the
church when someone is being treated. Because of the laws surrounding privacy (known as HIPAA), organizations have been required for a number of years now to honor your privacy in releasing
information. Even if we call a hospital and ask if someone is being
treated, hospitals are not allowed to tell us.
When you share information with us, it allows us to offer pastoral care, deliver flowers from the Sunday altar, and visit and pray
with people when they’re not feeling well. Thank you for helping us
in this ministry of the church.
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