The Evangelical Lutheran Church
of the Holy Trinity
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Sunday of the Passion/Palm Sunday
March 28, 2021

1

Service of Holy Communion
Significance of the Day: This week, the center of the church’s year, is one of striking
contrasts: Jesus rides into Jerusalem surrounded by shouts of glory, only to be left alone to
die on the cross, abandoned by even his closest friends. Mark’s gospel presents Jesus in his
complete human vulnerability: agitated, grieved, scared, forsaken. Though we lament
Christ’s suffering and all human suffering, we also expect God’s salvation: in the wine and
bread, Jesus promises that his death will mark a new covenant with all people. We enter this
holy week thirsty for the completion of God’s astonishing work.

Gathering
Prelude

Hymn Variations on Lenten Hymns

(Shields et al)

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
Processional Gospel

Mark 11:1-11

The Holy Gospel according to Mark.
Glory to you, O Lord.
1 When they were approaching Jerusalem, at Bethphage and
Bethany, near the Mount of Olives, he sent two of his disciples 2 and said
to them, “Go into the village ahead of you, and immediately as you enter it,
you will find tied there a colt that has never been ridden; untie it and bring
it. 3 If anyone says to you, ‘Why are you doing this?’ just say this, ‘The
Lord needs it and will send it back here immediately.’ ” 4 They went away
and found a colt tied near a door, outside in the street. As they were untying
it, 5 some of the bystanders said to them, “What are you doing, untying the
colt?” 6 They told them what Jesus had said; and they allowed them to take
it. 7 Then they brought the colt to Jesus and threw their cloaks on it; and he
sat on it. 8 Many people spread their cloaks on the road, and others spread
leafy branches that they had cut in the fields. 9 Then those who went ahead
and those who followed were shouting,
“Hosanna!
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord!
10 Blessed is the coming kingdom of our ancestor David!
Hosanna in the highest heaven!”
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11 Then he entered Jerusalem and went into the temple; and when he
had looked around at everything, as it was already late, he went out to
Bethany with the twelve.
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Blessing of Palms
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray. (A brief silence is kept. The assembly raises palm branches.)
We praise and thank you, O God, for the great acts of love by which you
have redeemed us through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. On this day he
entered the holy city of Jerusalem in triumph, and was acclaimed Son of
David and King of kings by those who scattered their garments and
branches of palm in his path.
We ask that you bless these branches and those who bear them, and grant
that we may ever hail him as our Lord and King and follow him with
perfect confidence; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
Procession
Let us go forth in peace,
In the name of Christ. Amen.
The assembly remains standing as the procession moves from the front of
the chancel to the rear of the church and back again to the front. Please
follow the processional cross.
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The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray. We praise and thank you, O God, for the great acts of love by
which you have redeemed us through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. On
this day he entered the holy city of Jerusalem in triumph, and was
acclaimed Son of David and King of kings by those who scattered their
garments and branches of palm in his path. Grant that we may ever hail him
as our Lord and King and follow him with perfect confidence; through the
same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
Let us go forth in peace,
In the name of Christ. Amen.
(On Saturday the assembly joins in the singing of stanza 5.)
(On Sunday, Stanzas 1 through 4 of the hymn “All Glory, Laud and Honor”
will be sung by the Cantor. The assembly joins in the singing of stanza 5.)
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Hymn

All Glory, Laud and Honor

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

5

Prayer of the Day
As we now enter into the contemplation of the passion of our Lord Jesus
Christ and meditate on the salvation of the world through his sufferings,
death, burial, and resurrection, let us pray.
Everlasting God, in your endless love for the human race you sent our Lord
Jesus Christ to take on our nature and to suffer death on the cross. In your
mercy enable us to share in his obedience to your will and in the glorious
victory of his resurrection, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Word
First Reading

Isaiah 50:4-9a

A reading from Isaiah:
4 The Lord God has given me
the tongue of a teacher,
that I may know how to sustain
the weary with a word.
Morning by morning he wakens –
wakens my ear
to listen as those who are taught.
5 The Lord God has opened my ear,
and I was not rebellious,
I did not turn backward.
6 I gave my back to those who struck me,
and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard;
I did not hide my face
from insult and spitting.
7 The Lord God helps me;
therefore I have not been disgraced;
therefore I have set my face like flint,
and I know that I shall not be put to shame;
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8 he who vindicates me is near.
Who will contend with me?
Let us stand up together.
Who are my adversaries?
Let them confront me.
9 It is the Lord God who helps me;
who will declare me guilty?
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Psalm 31:9-16
(Saturday psalm will be spoken responsively, Sunday psalm will be
sung by Cantor.)
9 Have mercy on me, O LORD, for I | am in trouble;
my eye is consumed with sorrow,
and also my throat | and my belly.
10 For my life is wasted with grief, and my | years with sighing;
my strength fails me because of affliction,
and my bones | are consumed.
11 I am the scorn of my enemies, a disgrace to my neighbors,
a dismay to | my acquaintances;
when they see me in the street | they avoid me.
12 Like the dead I am forgotten, | out of mind;
I am as useless as a | broken pot.
13 For I have heard the whispering of the crowd; fear is | all around;
they put their heads together against me; they plot to | take my life.
14 But as for me, I have trusted in | you, O LORD.
I have said, "You | are my God.
15 My times are | in your hand;
rescue me from the hand of my enemies,
and from those who | persecute me.
16 Let your face shine up- | on your servant;
save me in your | steadfast love."
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Second Reading

Philippians 2:5-11

A reading from Philippians:
5 Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus,
6 who, though he was in the form of God,
did not regard equality with God
as something to be exploited,
7 but emptied himself,
taking the form of a slave,
being born in human likeness.
And being found in human form,
8 he humbled himself
and became obedient to the point of death even death on a cross.
9 Therefore God also highly exalted him
and gave him the name
that is above every name,
10 so that at the name of Jesus
every knee should bend,
in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
11 and every tongue should confess
that Jesus Christ is Lord,
to the glory of God the Father.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Gospel Acclamation
Glory and praise to you, O Lord, Jesus Christ.
Christ humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death –
even death on a cross.
Therefore God also highly exalted him and
gave him the name that is above every name.
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Gospel

The Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark.

The Sermon
Hymn of the Day

Pastor Brenda Martin
O Blessed Spring

(We will not be singing but these words are here for your reflection.)

(The assembly stands.)
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Prayers of Intercession
A:
Relying on the promises of God, we pray boldly for the church, the world,
and all in need, responding, “Hear us, O God, your mercy is great.”
(Brief silence)
A:

C:
A:

C:
A:

C:
A:

C:
A:

C:

In Jesus you came among us as a suffering servant. Give your church
humility. Redeem your people from pride and the certainty that we always
know your will. Heal us and empower us to confess Christ crucified. Hear
us, O God,
your mercy is great.
In creation, life springs from death. Redeem your creation awaiting
resurrection: restore lost habitats and endangered species. Create new
possibilities for areas affected by climate change, grant relief from natural
disasters, and nurture new growth. Hear us, O God,
your mercy is great.
Jesus was handed over to the powers of this world. In all nations, instruct
the powerful, that they would not exploit their power but maintain justice.
Sustain soldiers, and guide those who command them, that they serve those
in greatest need. Hear us, O God,
your mercy is great.
On the cross Jesus joined all who feel forsaken. Abide with those who are
condemned to death. Defend those who are falsely accused. Console and
strengthen those who are mocked or bullied. Accompany all who suffer;
grant respite and renewal. Hear us, O God,
your mercy is great.
You called followers to tend Jesus’ body in death. Sustain hospice workers
and funeral directors. Bless this congregation’s ministries at times of death:
those who plan and lead funerals, those who prepare meals, all who offer
support in grief. Hear us, O God,
your mercy is great.
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A:

C:

You inspired the centurion to confess Jesus as your Son. We praise you for
the faith you have given to people of all places and times. Give us also such
faith to trust the promises of baptism and, with them, to look for the
resurrection of the dead. Hear us, O God,
your mercy is great.

A:

Are there others for whom we should pray?

P:

We entrust ourselves and all our prayers to you, O faithful God, through
Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

C:
Peace

The peace of Christ be with you always.

And also with you.

(The assembly sits.)

Meal
Music as the meal is prepared

Interlude on An Wasserrflussen Babylon
(Walther)

(The assembly stands. The deacon, on behalf of the people, prays.)
Offering Prayer
Let us pray.
Faithful God, you walk beside us in desert places, and you meet us in our
hunger with bread from heaven. Accompany us in this meal, that we may
pass over from death to life with Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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Prayer of Thanksgiving
You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God.
You are most holy,
and great is the majesty of your glory.
You so loved the world that you gave your only Son,
so that everyone who believes in him may not perish
but have eternal life.
We give you thanks for his coming into the world
to fulfill for us your holy will
and to accomplish all things for our salvation.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup,
we proclaim the Lord's death until he comes.
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
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Remembering, therefore, his salutary command,
his life-giving passion and death,
his glorious resurrection and ascension,
and the promise of his coming again,
we give thanks to you, O Lord God Almighty,
not as we ought but as we are able;
we ask you mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving
and with your Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants,
and these your own gifts of bread and wine,
so that we and all who share in the body and blood of Christ
may be filled with heavenly blessing and grace,
and, receiving the forgiveness of sin,
may be formed to live as your holy people
and be given our inheritance with all your saints.
To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
be all honor and glory in your holy church, now and forever.
Amen.
Lord’s Prayer
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
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Breaking of Bread
Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.
Happy are those who are called to his supper.
Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, but only say the word and I shall
be healed.
The gifts of God for the people of God. Come, for all is now ready.
(The assembly sits.)
Communion of the Faithful
Procedure for Communing: We will be using a form of processional
communion. An usher will release each pew to come forward at a time to
avoid a long line in the aisle. Pick up a communion cup on either side at
the first pew. The pastor will place a host in your open palm. Turn to either
the left or right side to the deacon or communion assistant to receive wine.
After consuming the host and wine, pour any remaining wine into the
container, then discard your cup. Children who have not yet received their
First Holy Communion should come forward for a blessing. Please
maintain social distance between non-family members.
(Following the Communion the assembly stands for the blessing.)
Music during communion

Appointed hymns

Post-Communion Blessing
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and preserve
you unto eternal life.
Amen.
Prayer after Communion
God of steadfast love, at this table you gather your people into one body for
the sake of the world. Send us in the power of your Spirit, that our lives
bear witness to the love that has made us new in Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord.
Amen.
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Sending
Our Prayer for These Times
O God, you have called your servants to ventures of which we cannot
see the ending, by paths as yet untrodden, through perils unknown.
Give us faith to go out with good courage, not knowing where we go,
but only that your hand is leading us and your love supporting us;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Blessing
Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
Amen.
Dismissal
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
(Once the pastor is at the back of the church, ushers will dismiss by row.)

(Please return the Passion booklet to the narthex.)
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Serving Tonight
Presiding Minister . . . . . . . . . . Pastor Brenda Martin
Pianist . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Maidene Hackett
Liturgical Deacon . . . . . . . . . . . Dan Eppley
Serving Today
Presiding Minister . . . . . . . . . . Pastor Brenda Martin
Organist . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Maidene Hackett
Cantor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sheryl Lanning
Liturgical Deacon . . . . . . . . . . . Catherine Mott
Communion Assistant . . . . . . . Alyssa Martin
Lector . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Carol McQueen
Head Usher . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Linda Armstrong
Altar Guild . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Bonnie Massing, Bonnie Long
Acknowledgments
Liturgy texts from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, © 2006 Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America. Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress under license # 15404ELW
Pastors in residence:
The Rev. Martin Roth, Pastor Emeritus, Holy Trinity Lutheran Church
The Rev. Julia Fraser, chaplain at St. Paul Homes
The Rev. Brian Riddle, Thiel College Campus Pastor
The Rev. Dr. Curtis Thompson, retired, Thiel College
Attendance at the Saturday, March 20, 2021, 5:30 p.m. Service: 21. Attendance
at the Sunday, March 21, 2021, 9:30 a.m. Service: 37. Total: 58.
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This Week at Holy Trinity
Sunday, March 28, 2021, Palm Sunday
9:30 a.m.
Liturgy of Holy Communion
NO Sunday Church School/Confirmation
7:00 p.m.
AA Big Book meeting
Monday, March 29, 2021, Monday in Holy Week
7:00 p.m.
Evening Prayer
Tuesday, March 30, 2021, Tuesday in Holy Week
7:00 p.m.
Evening Prayer
7:00 p.m.
AA and AA Women’s Discussion
Wednesday, March 31, 2021, Wednesday in Holy Week
7:00 p.m.
Evening Prayer
Thursday, April 1, 2021, Maundy Thursday
12:10 p.m. Holy Communion
7:00 p.m.
Holy Communion
Friday, April 2, 2021, Good Friday
7:00 p.m.
Good Friday liturgy
Office Closed
Saturday, April 3, 2021
7:30 p.m.
Easter Vigil Service

Upcoming Events
Sunday, April 4, 2021, The Resurrection of Our Lord
9:30 a.m.
Liturgy of Holy Communion
NO Sunday Church School/Confirmation
7:00 p.m.
AA Big Book meeting
Monday, April 5, 2021
7:00 p.m.
Property Committee
Office Closed
Tuesday, April 6, 2021
7:00 p.m.
AA and AA Women’s Discussion
Wednesday, April 7, 2021
7:00 p.m.
Weekday Communion
Thursday, April 8, 2021
10:00 a.m. Weekday Communion
6:30 p.m.
Finance Committee
Saturday, April 10, 2021
8:30 a.m.
Property Outside workday
5:30 p.m.
Liturgy of Holy Communion
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Join us During Holy Week
We are planning for in-person worship every day during Holy Week. Here is the
listing of services for Holy Week:
Monday, March 29, 7:00 p.m. — Evening Prayer for the Monday in Holy Week
Tuesday, March 30, 7:00 p.m. — Evening Prayer for the Tuesday in Holy Week
Wednesday, March 31, 7:00 p.m. — Evening Prayer, with healing, for the
Wednesday in Holy Week
Thursday, April 1, 12:10 p.m. and 7:00 p.m. — Maundy Thursday
Friday, April 2, 7:00 p.m. — Good Friday
Saturday, April 3, 7:30 p.m. — The Great Vigil of Easter
Sunday, April 4, 9:30 a.m. — Celebration of the Resurrection of our Lord Jesus
Christ
We are planning to live-stream services on Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday
evening, Good Friday, the Easter Vigil and Easter Sunday.

Palm Branches
Palm Branches from today’s worship may be taken home to be placed behind
crosses, crucifixes, and religious pictures.

Office Closed
A reminder: the church office will be closed on Friday, April 2, and Monday,
April 5.

College Applications
Applications for Holy Trinity College Scholarships are available. Deadline for
submitting applications is June 1. Please contact the church office for information.

Outside Work Day
Outside Property Work Day, Saturday, April 10, 2021, 8:30 am – 12:00 noon to
plant small trees, bushes, and flowers. New mulch will also be laid in many areas. You
are asked to bring work gloves, wheelbarrows, shovels, rakes, and brooms. Please
contact the church office between 9 a.m. and 3 p.m. or Property Manager Ed Pitcher
(724-475-2304) if you can “dig” in and help!

Good Shepherd April Request
The Good Shepherd Center is our church community social service agency that
supports the needs of many in the area. The Good Shepherd Center's request for Holy
Trinity for April is canned vegetables. Donations may be dropped off at the church
office or directly at the Food Pantry.
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Please Pray For
Permission is necessary to add a person to the prayer list. Please ask before your
call the office. Thanks.
Health and Healing:
Jeff (nephew of Judi Moinet)
Marie (sister-in-law of Henry and Ruth Heil)
Tammy (friend of Jill Murrin)
Nancy Ullstrom
Morris (brother-in-law of Louise Gilmore,
uncle of Jennifer Martin)
Lori McCann
Donnie (friend of Wayne and Darla Swift)
Betty K.
Hank (son of Henry and Ruth Heil)

Kate (friend of Paul and Sue Bittler)
Jim
Nancy (friend of Linda Armstrong)
John L (father of Catherine Mott)
Brenda (sister-in-law of Betty K. Junk)
Carl
Paul
Dillon (friend of Ed Pitcher and Beth Harpst)
Belle (granddaughter of Linda Bateman)

Christ’s comfort for those who grieve the death of:
Margaret Callen
Dorothy “Dottie” Spence
Coleen Barwell (member of Flying Quilts)
In Military Service
Specialist (SPC) Andrew McCall, Fort Carson, Colorado Springs, Colorado (son of
Mark and Jane McCall, grandson of Karen McKay and the late Jim McKay)
Sgt. First Class Nicholas Carman, US Army, Fredericksburg, Virginia (grandson of
Nancy Ullstrom)
Admiral Richard Childs, Assistant Surgeon General of the USA (nephew of Harvey
Childs)
CDR Ryan Leary, USN, Operation Officer, 7th Fleet, Yokosuka, Japan (son of David
and Judy Leary)
Tim Ross, Navy Special Forces, (grandson of Rae Johnson, nephew of Lori McEwen)
Ian McQuiston, US Air Force, Kuwait (friend of Betty K. Junk)
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