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The Messenger 

From our Pastor 
You Are From Dust 

 
O God, you have called your servants to ventures of which we 

cannot see the ending, by paths as yet untrodden, through perils 
unknown. Give us faith to go out with good courage, not knowing 
where we go, but only that your hand is leading us and your love 

supporting us; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,  

You are from dust, and to dust you shall return. 

These are the words spoken to us when an ashen cross is 

placed on our foreheads on Ash Wednesday, a reminder that while 

we are living and breathing now, life is not permanent, that we all 

face the same end, when life and breathe leave our bodies. In this 

year of pandemic, death has been before us every single day in 

ways that we don’t normally live with death. 

You are from dust, and to dust you shall return. 

These words can sting, for they remind us that all that we 

cling to here on our earthly pilgrimage will be one day left behind. 

You are from dust, and to dust you shall return. 

The sting is especially harsh when these words are said to a 

child who is just beginning life, who has many minutes and hours 

and days and years ahead. 

You are from dust and to dust you shall return. 

Yet in these words, we also know that good news follows. 

That Jesus did not stay dead and instead broke free from the bond-

age of death once and for all and rose, and that because Jesus rose, 

so, too, will we rise. 

That’s why we hear, on almost every Sunday, different 

words that we proclaim together: Christ has died, Christ is risen, 

Christ will come again. 

Even though we are entering a different season, the season 

of Lent, the good news is still the same, that Christ is risen. Lent 

contains the same good news, but with an emphasis on a different 

syllable. 

A grieving mom once spoke of how she tried to go to 

church at Christmas but couldn’t bear the overwhelming imagery 
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of baby-related joy. When she returned to church in Lent, “the church looked how I felt: bruised.” 

She decided she was ready to return to church. In Lent she could hear, see, and sing the incarnation 

and resurrection hope in a way that also acknowledged the reality of loss and death.  

Lent is a time when everything we do in worship – readings, music, colors, liturgical arts – 

can remind us simultaneously of the reality of death, the reality of resurrection life, and Jesus’ expe-

rience of life, death, and resurrection life with us.  

As the Rev. Guy Erwin, president of United Lutheran Seminary in Gettysburg/Philadelphia, 

said, “Our faith is death-defying: it takes death seriously, and faces it unflinchingly.” 

Blessings to you as we enter this holy season that ends with death, then resurrection. 

 

Pastor Brenda + 

COVID-19: In-Person Worship Begins February 6-7 
 
Holy Trinity will reopen for in-person worship beginning the weekend of February 6-7, after 

closing in mid-December after Governor Tom Wolf issued new restrictions. We will have our prin-

cipal liturgies on Saturday nights at 5:30 p.m. in Trinity Hall and Sunday mornings at 9:30 a.m. in 

the sanctuary. We will also offer Eucharists on Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m. and Thursdays at 10:00 

a.m. for small groups; you will need to call the church office to sign up, as we are limiting these ser-

vices to 15 people. 

As we have for the last year, masks and physical distancing are required at in-person worship. 

We believe that we have robust safety measures in place, but will continue to watch local 

numbers of COVID cases and hospitalizations. We are hoping that with the increase in vaccinations, 

we can move forward without another closure. 

We ask for your prayers for our public officials and health care workers, as well as our con-

gregation and the community.  

We will continue to live-stream our Sunday worship. It is available on our Facebook page or 

on our website at www.holytrinitygreenvillepa.com. 

COVID-19: Souper Bowl and Fastnacht Gatherings 
 
As Holy Trinity reopens for in-person worship, we do not yet feel it is safe to gather for so-

cial gatherings that involve food preparation and eating. That means we will not be holding the 

Souper Bowl lunch, the Fastnacht lunch, or the Wednesday evening soup suppers once Lent begins. 

We will also not hold our Lenten Prayer Retreat this year because the three-hour event would 

increase the chance for spread of COVID-19 should anyone attending be a carrier. 

We pray that these events will be able to return on 2022. 

For Souper Bowl, on February 7, we are still asking people to bring canned goods to church 

so that we can gift them to the Good Shepherd Center. You can bring them to the weekend worship 

on February 6-7, or you can drop them off at the church office between 8 a.m. and 4 p.m. on week-

days. 

http://www.holytrinitygreenvillepa.com


3 

No Altar Flowers During Lent 
 

 As we prepare at the end of February to enter the penitential season of Lent, we remind you 

that we will have no flowers on the altar during the season. There will instead be a grouping of 

plants in the chancel area, a visual reminder that, with Jesus, we have entered the wilderness for 40 

days. 

Lent at Holy Trinity 
 

We will try to adhere as closely as possible to our Lenten traditions at Holy Trinity this year, 

while adapting where we must because of the pandemic. The March newsletter will have infor-

mation about Holy Week and Easter services. We are expecting (and praying) that we will be in-

person for those services. For all in-person worship, masks and continuing to maintain physical dis-

tance are mandatory. 

 

Services of Holy Communion 
We will continue to celebrate our principal weekend liturgies of the Eucharist on Saturdays 

at 5:30 p.m. and Sundays at 9:30 a.m. There will also be small gatherings for the celebration of the 

Eucharist for those who do not feel comfortable in the larger gatherings. Those will be held on 

Wednesdays during Lent immediately after the service of Evening Prayer at 6:15 p.m., and on 

Thursday mornings at 10 a.m. 

 

Ash Wednesday 
The season of Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, which this year is February 17. There will be 

two liturgies at Holy Trinity for in-person worship at 12:10 p.m. and 7 p.m. Both services will in-

clude imposition of ashes and the Eucharist.  Both services will be live-streamed. 

For those who wish to participate in the liturgies but do not feel safe with in-person worship, 

Pastor Brenda will be at the Clinton Street entrance to the church between the end of the early ser-

vice (approximately 1:15 p.m.) and 2:30 p.m. to distribute both ashes and Holy Communion (the 

host only). That means you can watch the live-streamed service, then come to the church to receive 

ashes and Holy Communion. If you wish to do this, please come to the Clinton Street door. If it ap-

pears that someone is already at the door, please wait until they leave before approaching the door. 

Pastor Brenda will also bring ashes and Holy Communion to your car if you feel that is safest for 

you. For those who prefer to remain in their cars, please call the church office on the morning of 

February 17 so that she will know to watch for you. 

 

Morning Prayer 
We will NOT be gathering at the church to pray Morning Prayer on weekdays during Lent. 

However, one member of the congregation will pray Morning Prayer at the church each day on our 

behalf. Because we typically pray for every member of the congregation by name during Lent at 

these services, we have created a simplified order of Morning Prayer for you to pray at home every 

day. See that order, and the list of names for each day, elsewhere in this newsletter. 
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Lent Morning Prayer during COVID Times 
 

Because of the pandemic, members of our congregation won’t be gathering together in per-

son every weekday morning to pray Morning Prayer. There will be one person praying at the church 

each day, on behalf of the congregation. During Lent, we typically pray by name for every person in 

our congregation. We ask you to join with us this year, at home, with this abbreviated prayer ser-

vice, adding the names appointed for each day. 

 

Morning Prayer 
Opening Verses 

O Lord, open my lips. (As this is said, you may trace a cross on your lips.) 

And my mouth shall proclaim your praise. Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Ho-

ly Spirit: as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.  

 

Wednesday Evening Prayer and Lenten Study 
We do not believe it is possible to safely hold the usual Wednesday soup suppers, so we will 

not host those this year. 

We WILL gather for Evening Prayer at 6:15 p.m. in the sanctuary. Because we have had a 

daily Eucharist scheduled for Wednesday evenings since June, a brief distribution of Holy Commun-

ion will occur at the conclusion of Evening Prayer for those who wish to remain in the church. 

We will also have a Lenten study at 7:15 p.m.  Pastor Brenda will hold the study in-person at 

the church for a small number of people who attend Evening Prayer and prefer to remain in the 

church. The study will also be available via Zoom for those who feel safer gathering in that way. If 

you would like to participate via Zoom, please contact the church office so that we can email you the 

Zoom link. 

The study this year will be on the Luther writing, “Freedom of the Christian.” Last year was 

the 500th anniversary of the publication of “Freedom of the Christian,” and we will explore what it 

means for those of us who usually think about “freedom” as the freedoms we enjoy as citizens of a 

Western democracy, and compare that to what it means to be freed in Christ. 

 

Stations of the Cross 
We will not gather in person to pray Stations of the Cross on Friday evenings. We will, how-

ever, have Stations of the Cross available on our YouTube channel at https://www.youtube.com/

channel/UCamdlF705R3knw7NEksvFxg. You can pray Stations on Friday evenings by using the 

posting on that channel. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCamdlF705R3knw7NEksvFxg
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCamdlF705R3knw7NEksvFxg
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The Psalmody  

The Sun of righteousness will arise with healing in his wings.  

Oh, come, let us worship and praise.  

Come, let us sing to the Lord; let us shout for joy to the rock of our salvation. 

Let us come before God's presence with thanksgiving and raise a loud shout to the  

Lord with psalms.  

For you, Lord, are a great God, and a great ruler above all gods.  

In your hand are the caverns of the earth; the heights of the hills are also yours.  

The sea is yours, for you made it; and your hands have molded the dry land. 

Come, let us worship and bow down; let us kneel before the Lord our maker.  

For the Lord is our God, and we are the people of God’s pasture and the sheep of  

God’s hand. 

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. Oh come, let us worship  

and praise.  

The Sun of righteousness will arise with healing in his wings.  

Oh come, let us worship and praise.  

 

Prayers 

Mighty God of mercy, we thank you for the resurrection dawn, bringing the glory of our ris-

en Lord who makes every day new. Especially we thank you for …. 

(speak those things for which you wish to thank God) 

 

Merciful God of might, renew this weary world, heal the hurts of all your children and bring 

about your peace for all in Christ Jesus, the loving Lord. Especially we pray for …  

(speak those things for which you seek God’s help) 

 

Almighty God, we commend to your care those members of our congregation for whom we 

pray today … 

(speak those names from the congregation appointed for this day) 

 

O Lord, almighty everlasting God, you have brought us in safety to this new day. Preserve 

us with your mighty power, that we may not fall into sin, nor be overcome in adversity. In 

all we do, direct us to the fulfilling of your purpose; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 

Blessing 

Let us bless the Lord.  

Thanks be to God.  

Almighty God, the Father, + the Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless and preserve us. 

Amen. 
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Members to Pray for Daily During Lent 

Thursday, February 18  Wednesday, February 24 

Kris Abraham   Peg Browning 

Dane Abraham   Miranda Bubenheim 

Grant Abraham   Natalie Bubenheim 

Don Achenbach   Margaret Callen 

Sue Achenbach   Laura Chesmer 

Cathy Anderson   Zachary Chesmer 

Mason Anderson   Harvey Childs 

Nolan Baker   Jim Currie 

   

Friday, February 19  Thursday, February 25 

Henna Baker  Tammy Daniello 

Milo Heigley  Garrett Daniello 

Linda Armstrong  Dalton Daniello 

Michael Balas  Cheryl Davern 

Heather Balas  Mary Alice Dean 

Clara Balas  Marie Eaves 

Sydney Balas  Dan Eppley 

Paula Banco  Alecia Eppley 

    

Monday, February 22  Friday, February 26 

Colin Banco  Julianne Eppley 

Kaylee Banco  Michael Eppley 

Lee Barrall  Jacob Eppley 

Linda Bateman  Debbie Faber 

Lisa Bates  Lauren Faber 

Donald Beck  Kaitlyn Faber 

Jim Bittel  Cindy Farrell 

Nancy Bittel   

   

Tuesday, February 23   

Paul Bittler   

Sue Bittler   

Fran Black   

Mike Bradley   

Mary Beth Bradley   

Donna Brecht   

Linda Broadbent   



7 

Sunday Church School Lenten Project 

2021 - Calling All Bunnies! 
 

The Parish Education Committee is requesting participation from the 

congregation in our SCS Lenten Project.   

For the Good Shepherd Center’s Easter basket distribution this year, we will again be collect-

ing chocolate bunnies.  The response to this effort last year was terrific, and feedback from GSC in-

dicates that the bunnies were much appreciated by the kids who received them!  We ask that the 

bunnies be medium-sized, preferably 6 oz.  Having a uniform size helps make the preparation of the 

baskets a little easier for GSC staff.    

Bunnies can be brought in, starting on Ash Wednesday (February 17) and placed on tables which 

will be located as usual at two spots – in the narthex, and in the administrative hall near the back 

alley door.  We will need to have all bunnies collected by Tuesday, March 23, in order for GSC to 

have them in time for the Easter basket distribution dates.  

At the time this announcement is being submitted, we are not certain whether we will be 

worshiping in-person when Lent begins, or still engaging in virtual participation.  Please adhere to 

all COVID-safe practices that HTLC has in place, whether dropping off bunnies during worship, or 

at other times during the week. 

Thank you so much in advance for any help you can provide with our Lenten Project! 

 

Kris Abraham, Parish Education Committee Chair 

Holy Trinity Welcomes New Members 
 

Holy Trinity’s congregational council voted at its January meeting to add Ed and Cathy 

Nanz, of Greenville, to our membership rolls. They began worshiping with us last spring when we 

started live-streaming worship as the pandemic closed down our in-person services. They started to 

attend worship in person during the summer, and they especially enjoy our Saturday night liturgy. 

Please welcome Ed and Cathy into our community of faith, especially as we move back into in-

person worship and can hopefully begin moving beyond the pandemic restrictions in the coming 

months. 

Interested In Church Membership? 
 

If you have been visiting with us and would like to know more about becoming a member at 

Holy Trinity, please see Pastor Brenda. If you’d like to know what it means to be a member, please 

see Pastor Brenda. 

Once the pandemic has eased, we will have one or two sessions about what it means to be 

Lutheran in today’s world, especially given our uniquely Lutheran voice that we are saved by God’s 

grace alone, which is good news for every one of us. 
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Project Generosity: Backpack Meals for Kids 
 

Project Generosity is our year-long stewardship emphasis in which we will lift up the gener-

osity that we see in the world around us. 

One of the ways members of Holy Trinity Lutheran Church support the broader community 

is by volunteering with the backpack meal/snack programs for students in the Greenville Area 

School District and the Jamestown Area School District. 

Students in the school districts who are in families facing chronic hunger issues receive a 

bag of food each week, discreetly placed in their backpacks, so that they have meals and snacks 

during weekends and other times when school isn’t in session and other resources aren’t available. 

Alecia Eppley (and the whole Eppley family) have been involved in the Greenville program, 

and our confirmation students and their families have helped pack the bags of food several times a 

year as a community service project. 

Judy and Dave Leary volunteer with the Jamestown program several times a month. 

Both programs serve about 100 students, who receive bags of items that can include fruit 

juices, shelf-stable milk, cereal, fruit cups, protein entrees such as pasta bowls, and healthy snacks 

including granola bars, puddings or Jell-O’s, and other items. 

Both programs rely on food from the Community Food Warehouse of Mercer County, but 

they need donations, in addition to grant money, to make the programs possible. Because of the 

volunteer work of the Eppley and Leary families, Holy Trinity’s church council has decided to give 

$1,250 to each program, thanks to a grant that we received in December from the Glenn and Jean 

Harnett Private Charitable Foundation. The Harnett Foundation gave Holy Trinity the money to use 

on feeding ministries. 

Because of the generosity of the Eppley’s and Leary’s, as well as the generosity of the Har-

nett Foundation, kids are being fed. 

Jamestown Snack Bag Program 

Volunteers 
 

Mary Lynne Piroga, Dave Leary, Judy 

Leary, Tom Walker, Carolyn Kidwell, 

and Kathe Schumaker  



9 

Worship and Music Thank You  
 
 Thank you so much to everyone who helped with our Christmas decorating and undecorat-

ing .  Though the decorations had been scaled down due to COVID, the season was wonderful. 

 With everyone’s help the church looked as beautiful as always. 

 A special thank you to the person who kept the poinsettias and trees watered.  I don’t know 

who you are, but I am so grateful for your help. 

 

Marj Stubert, Worship and Music 

Pastor Roth Is Now Our Pastor Emeritus 
 

The Rev. Martin Roth, who served Holy Trinity as pastor for more than two decades, has 

been named pastor emeritus of the church, in celebration of the 50th anniversary of his ordination 

later in 2021, and in recognition of his service to Holy Trinity and the deep and abiding relation-

ships that he has with many members of our congregation. 

We plan to celebrate in a more formal manner later in the year as COVID circumstances al-

low, hopefully around the date of Pastor Roth’s ordination anniversary on August 1. 
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Second Mile Giving  

ELCA 2022 Youth Gathering 
 

ELCA Youth Gathering Theme:  Boundless: God beyond measure 

 

 I kneel in prayer to the Father. All beings in heaven and on earth receive their life from 

[God].  God is wonderful and glorious. I pray that [God’s] Spirit will make you become strong 

followers and that Christ will live in your hearts because of your faith. Stand firm and be deeply 

rooted in [God’s] love. I pray that you and all of God’s people will understand what is called wide 

or long or high or deep.  I want you to know all about Christ’s love, although it is too wonderful to 

be measured. Then your lives will be filled with all that God is. I pray that Christ Jesus and the 

church will forever bring praise to God. [God’s] power at work in us can do far more than we 

dare ask or imagine. Amen.   

         Ephesians 3:14-21 CEV 

We are bound. Bound by our sin, by the expectations of others, by poverty, by -isms that 

try to divide us, and by so much more. In a life that often feels as if it has young people in a suffo-

cating grip, we want them to imagine the boundlessness of God: boundless love, boundless mercy, 

boundless freedom, boundless creation, boundless strength. All offered from a gracious and loving 

God who knows and adores them. All so abundant and endless it cannot be measured. 

What are the stories of God’s people, both in Scripture and modern-day, that share the awe 

and wonder of just how vast our God is? What does it mean, what does it look and feel like to live 

a life “filled with all that God is”? How can young people find themselves within the boundless-

ness of Christ’s love? 

MYLE, the tAble and the Gathering are unique opportunities to invite young people into a 

deeper relationship with a God whose possibilities are boundless. Through one-of-a-kind experi-

ences, this ministry stretches and affirms young people’s gifts and calls. They experience the pow-

er of the Spirit within them that frees them to live in the grace of God’s boundless love in Jesus 

Christ. 

Finally, we are excited by the connections this theme offers to our host city of Minneapolis 

and the surrounding area. Known as the "City by Nature," Minneapolis is an earth-minded city in 

many ways. The Minneapolis Area Synod also names advocacy around care for creation as a top 

priority, which would allow us to learn from and support the local expression of the church. 

Good Shepherd February Request  
 

The Good Shepherd Center is our church community social service agency that supports the 

needs of many in the area.  The Good Shepherd Center's request for Holy Trinity for February is 

canned fruit.   Donations may be placed in the marked box in the cloister .  
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February  

 Birthdays 
 
3  Richard Hall 

  John Moore 

4  Diana Oros 

7  Linda Oros 

8  Carol Koehler 

9  Jim Bittel 

12  Vicki Hildebrand 

  Mike Bradley 

14  Betty Good 

16  Julie Gilmore 

17  Heather Balas 

 Beth Hall 

20  Julia Mozes 

21  Clara Balas 

  Chuck Lanning 

  Linda Saverino 

23  Cathy Richardson 

 Sidney Richardson 

 Amy VanKanegan 

27  Marie Eaves 

 Dan Eppley 

February Anniversary 

  
 The following members of our congregation are celebrating 
anniversaries this month.  Congratulate them when you see them. 
 
Bob and Jill Murrin    26 years February 14, 1995 

Sally Werner Passes 
 
 My friend and friend of the 

congregation, Sally Werner died at 

her retirement home, the Manches-

ter Commons, in Erie on Sunday 

December 27 due to complications 

from COVID and her own failing 

health. 

 Sally was 96 years old. 

 Sally was the long time lead-

er, along with Catherine Hebert, of 

the Flying Quilt group at Holy Trinity.  She was dedicated to 

the project and was always the first to arrive on quilting day 

to get things set up for the group.  She almost always took 

home “homework” to prepare tops and backs of quilts for the 

next meeting. 

 Sally was a great supporter of Holy Trinity.  Those of 

you who remember the old very heavy brown tables we used 

for many years can thank Sally for the newer white, light 

weight tables.  She anonymously gave those tables to the 

church several years ago. 

 The Flying Quits group missed her after her move to 

Erie to be nearer to her son Dean and family and traveled to 

Erie in summer to picnic on the peninsula with Sally. 

 

      Bonnie Massing 

Holy Trinity Deaths 
 

Evelyn Ramming 

Born: January 1, 1937 

Death: December 23, 2020 

 

Beverly Richards 

Born: November 19, 1931 

Death: January 14, 2021 

 

Allan Wilkins 

Born: April 3, 1935 

Death: January 20, 2021 
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Staff 

Pastor: 

Pastor Brenda Martin 

 

Director of Music: 

Maidene Hackett 

 

Office Administrator: 

Tammy Williams 

 

Sexton: 

Jonathan Oros 

 

Officers of the Congregation 
 

Vice-President:  
Olivia Martin-Call 

 
Secretary:  

Marj Stubert 
 

Treasurer: 
Tammy Daniello 

 
Financial Secretary:  
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Council Members 
 

Linda Armstrong 
Mary Beth Bradley 
Tammy Daniello 

Debbie Faber 
Chuck Lanning 

Judy Leary 
Jim Martin 

Olivia Martin-Call 
Bob Massing 
Bob Olson 
Ed Pitcher 

Marj Stubert 
 

Office Hours: 
 

Monday - Friday 
8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

 


