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From our Pastor
A New Year: New Hope, New life
O God, you have called your servants to ventures of which we
cannot see the ending, by paths as yet untrodden, through perils
unknown. Give us faith to go out with good courage, not knowing
where we go, but only that your hand is leading us and your love
supporting us; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,
I come to you in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ, and I bring you his love. Amen.
It’s a new year (or it will be in a few days).
We’re in the season of Christmas, but the calendar is turning, and we leave behind the very challenging year 2020, in which
it’s sometimes felt like we’ve aged 10 years in the last 12 months.
We have been praying the prayer above at every weekend
liturgy since March, and it’s been in newsletters and other written
materials. At the beginning of the new year, with its resolutions
and it’s promises of a new start and the hope of new chances and
new things, perhaps it’s good to dwell again on this prayer.
New years can be turning points. Sometimes that works
out, and sometimes it doesn’t.
As people who are baptized, every day is a turning point.
Every time our eyes open, we live into the promise of the Christ
who claimed us and promised to make all things new. Most of us
like to think that we know where our paths are leading, that we
know what to expect day in and day out. But really, our paths always twist and turn; they bring new people into our lives; they
open our eyes to things we’ve been blind to; they open us to new
possibilities.
That’s why this prayer can be so profound. When Jesus
promises to make all things new, the promise is also there, maybe
not said explicitly, that he will also be with us, leading us, guiding
us, supporting us, and loving us into new life.
New life awaits in 2021. The vaccine is here and we pray
that it is effective in stopping this monster virus that has changed
life as we know it.
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As the pandemic wanes, as we pray it will, we go forward, not knowing where we go. But we
know that we won’t go back. The pandemic has changed us, individually and collectively. Schools
will never be exactly the same. Churches will never be exactly the same. Many workplaces will never be exactly the same.
Part of that change is because there will be empty chairs among us for those who have been
lost to the pandemic, and we will mourn those who are no longer with us.
But part of that change is that crisis is sometimes the mother of invention, and we have had
to learn and adapt quickly. Even when the pandemic ends, for instance, we will continue to livestream our worship and continue to find new ways to reach more people. The pandemic has taught
us how important it is to reach beyond the boundaries of community as we know it and learn new
ways to form, nurture and maintain relationships.
So we ring in a new year, lamenting what has been lost, but thankful for what has been
gained. We walk into a new day, not knowing where we’re going, but knowing that the one who
created life is pushing us forward. We walk into a new day, knowing that the God who created an
entire cosmos out of nothing, the God who tells a man to walk out of a tomb, continues to make all
things new.
God’s blessings to you as you walk this path, with its twists and turns, its joys and sorrows,
its beginnings and endings. You don’t walk this path alone. You never have.
Pastor Brenda +

COVID-19: What next?
After Governor Tom Wolf issued new restrictions in mid-December, we reluctantly closed
Holy Trinity to in-person worship. While we have been satisfied with all of the safety measures that
we’ve had in place since June, our congregation’s leadership believed we needed to do our part to
try to help stop the progress of the pandemic that has been escalating in our community, state and
nation.
As of December 20, COVID-19 had been experienced by at least 11 households in our congregation in the three weeks after Thanksgiving. COVID was either confirmed by testing, or it was
strongly suspected because people were symptomatic after having an exposure.
The governor said the current restrictions would last through Jan. 3, and we await any further
guidance from the state government at that time. We also continue to watch Greenville’s and Mercer County’s number of both COVID-19 cases and hospitalizations.
We will advise you as quickly as possible about when and how we plan to open for in-person
worship.
We ask for your prayers for our public officials and health care workers, as well as our congregation and the community.
We continue to live-stream our Sunday worship. It is available on our Facebook page or on
our website at www.holytrinitygreenvillepa.com.
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Congregational Meeting
Our annual congregational meeting has been scheduled for Sunday, Jan. 31, at 11:15 a.m.
This is the meeting at which we approve the annual budget.
We are planning for the meeting to be a hybrid of in-person and online attendance.
Most of you will join us via a Zoom computer link. We will post the link in our Holy Trinity
Facebook group, and will also email to as many of you whose email addresses are in our computer
system. If you have not received communications from us in either of those places and would like to
receive the Zoom link, please let Tammy know in the church office.
For others who do not have computer access, you can join in-person in Brath Hall downstairs. Pastor Brenda will be there with the computer for those attending via Zoom.

Holy Trinity Welcomes a New Member
Holy Trinity’s congregational council voted at its December meeting to add Mary Reames to
our membership rolls. We are actually welcoming Mary back to Holy Trinity. Mary is a lifelong educator who continues to serve the students of the Greenville community. We thank God that she is
back among us. Please welcome Mary into our community of faith.

Interested in Church Membership?
If you have been visiting with us and would like to know more about becoming a member at
Holy Trinity, please see Pastor Brenda. If you’d like to know what it means to be a member, please
see Pastor Brenda.
Once the pandemic has eased, we will have one or two sessions about what it means to be
Lutheran in today’s world, especially given our uniquely Lutheran voice that we are saved by
God’s grace alone, which is good news for every one of us.

Stewardship: Commitment Cards for 2021
Because of the timing of our closure because of the Covid-19 pandemic, we were in the midst of our fall stewardship campaign and were still
collecting commitment cards for your giving for 2021.
It is important for us to receive your cards, because we use them to
plan the budget for the coming year. If you have not yet returned a card,
please mail or drop one off at the church office as soon as possible so that
we can plan adequately.
If you need a card, please call Tammy in the church office.
We thank you for your continued faithfulness in the stewardship of
the church.
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Twelfth Night Congregation Fellowship
We will hold a Twelfth Night celebration on Tuesday, January 5, at 6:30 p.m. This night of
readings and music will also include an opportunity for you to bless your homes. The celebration
will be held via Zoom. We will send the email links through our Facebook group and in email. If
you do not receive an invitation and would like one, please contact our church office by Jan. 5, so it
can be sent to you.

Celebrate the Epiphany of Our Lord, January 6, 7:00 p.m.
A liturgy celebrating the Epiphany of our Lord will be held on
Wednesday, January 6, at 7 p.m. The service will be live-streamed as
our Sunday services are live-streamed. We will celebrate the visit to the
infant Jesus by the three men from afar who are bearing gifts. The celebration is that Jesus, the Savior, has been made known to the world.

The Baptism of Our Lord
Sunday, January 10, the Fir st Sunday after the Epiphany, is the day in the
life of the Church Year when we commemorate the Baptism of Our Lord. The service will be live-streamed. Wor ship will focus on Holy Baptism thr ough
hymns, lessons, sermon, and prayers, and we will include the opportunity to Affirm
our Baptisms. Be a part, as our community of Jesus’ disciples observes the Baptism
of Our Lord, and probes its meaning for our lives and our part in God’s saving mission.

Un-Decorating
On Sunday, January 10, after worship, members of the Worship and Music Committee will
gather to “un-decorate” the church from the Christmas Season. Would you like to lend a hand?
Contact Marj Stubert, chair of the committee. Many hands are needed to make the work lighter and
the time go faster. Please join in!
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Reformed: Always Reforming Committee Update
When Lewis & Clark began their grand adventure to map out the western regions of the newly formed United States, they counted a number of flat boats and canoes among their provisions. Why? They expected the western areas to be similar to the eastern areas. Great plains of flat
lands connected by mighty rivers. The boats and canoes would be vital to the success of their mission. Imagine their surprise and dismay when the foothills they were easily climbing turned into the
mighty Rocky Mountains! The only way they could stay true to their mission was to adapt or perish. Unsurprisingly, they chose to adapt. They broke down their boats and turned them into carts
the mules could pull over the mountains; they shot furry animals and turned their hides into cold
weather clothing; and they totally changed their mindset from what they had expected to encounter
to what they had actually encountered. The success of their mission came from their ability to
adapt.
So how does a story about Lewis & Clark find its way into the Holy Trinity newsletter? It’s
all about adaptability! Lewis & Clark had to adapt to their changing circumstances in order to succeed in their mission just like Holy Trinity must adapt to our changing circumstances in order to
succeed in the mission God has presented to us. Understanding adaptation is at the heart of the Reformed: Always Reforming Committee which began meeting in November. So just what are some
of those changing circumstances facing Holy Trinity? Here are just a few:
 Did you know that most parents today believe that extracurricular activities are more effective at forming character in their children than going to church?
 Did you know that the fastest growing religious affiliation is NONE?
 Did you know that today’s post-Christian culture now considers the church an optional,
out of touch and irrelevant relic of the past?
 Did you know that while spirituality has become wildly popular in the US today it is also
becoming increasingly individual? And that even before the pandemic that church attendance around the country was dropping like the thermometer in February?
The role of the Reformed: Always Reforming Committee is to develop a forum to begin to
understand the changing circumstances facing Holy Trinity as we weather demanding times. Our
purpose is to begin a process where our congregation can adapt to those scary challenges without
sacrificing our congregational DNA; to foster an environment where Holy Trinity can adapt while
maintaining the core values that makes up the Holy Trinity we love so much. It will not be an easy
task to say the least. It might even be as hard as scaling the Rocky Mountains in a canoe. But fortunately, the group of congregants whom God convinced to help us are more than up to the task. We
are blessed that we have so many talented and dedicated parishioners to choose from and that the
members serving on this committee are perfect for these times. They come from a variety of backgrounds, a variety of generations in the church, and employ skill sets that are more than enough for
the labors ahead. My job as chair is to simply stay out of the way of this Congregational Dream
Team and help expedite the process.
Adapting Holy Trinity to serve God’s mission in changing times while maintaining our core
will be demanding. But with God’s help we will see it through. There is a lot to be done and we
have just gotten started so look for updates in the newsletter on a regular basis. And be ready to
help the Committee when they come to bounce ideas off of you. Lewis & Clark learned to adapt
and they mapped an entire frontier. We will too! And we probably won’t have to break up any canoes in the process.
Don Achenbach, chairperson, Reformed: Always Reforming Committee
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Financial Update as of November 30, 2020
Planned & Non-planned Giving
Budgeted Year-to-Date
Received Year-to-Date
Shortfall Year-to-Date

Congregational Growth Fund

$ 206,844
$ 204,429
$ 2,415

Annual Budget
Received as of 9/30
Remaining Amount Needed
by 12/31

$ 12,000
$ 4,017
$ 7,983

Thank You
A big THANK YOU to everyone who helps bring Holy Trinity's Sunday services on line. We
look forward to being part of Church services even if we can’t be there in person. It really is a big
help to getting through this pandemic. It gets us through the week. Thank you so much.
Pastor Brenda, thank you for your sermons. And to everyone who donates their time for
serving in our Church services.
God bless you all. Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.
Linda and Rusty Saverino

Good Shepherd January Request
The Good Shepherd Center is our church community social service agency that supports the
needs of many in the area.
The Good Shepherd Center's request for Holy Trinity for January is soups and stews.
Donations may be placed in the marked box in the cloister.
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Second Mile Giving
ELCA 2022 Youth Gathering
ELCA Youth Gathering Theme: Boundless: God beyond measure

I kneel in prayer to the Father. All beings in heaven and on earth receive their life from
[God]. God is wonderful and glorious. I pray that [God’s] Spirit will make you become strong
followers and that Christ will live in your hearts because of your faith. Stand firm and be deeply
rooted in [God’s] love. I pray that you and all of God’s people will understand what is called wide
or long or high or deep. I want you to know all about Christ’s love, although it is too wonderful to
be measured. Then your lives will be filled with all that God is. I pray that Christ Jesus and the
church will forever bring praise to God. [God’s] power at work in us can do far more than we
dare ask or imagine. Amen.
Ephesians 3:14-21 CEV
We are bound. Bound by our sin, by the expectations of others, by poverty, by -isms that
try to divide us, and by so much more. In a life that often feels as if it has young people in a suffocating grip, we want them to imagine the boundlessness of God: boundless love, boundless mercy,
boundless freedom, boundless creation, boundless strength. All offered from a gracious and loving
God who knows and adores them. All so abundant and endless it cannot be measured.
What are the stories of God’s people, both in Scripture and modern-day, that share the awe
and wonder of just how vast our God is? What does it mean, what does it look and feel like to live
a life “filled with all that God is”? How can young people find themselves within the boundlessness of Christ’s love?
MYLE, the tAble and the Gathering are unique opportunities to invite young people into a
deeper relationship with a God whose possibilities are boundless. Through one-of-a-kind experiences, this ministry stretches and affirms young people’s gifts and calls. They experience the power of the Spirit within them that frees them to live in the grace of God’s boundless love in Jesus
Christ.
Finally, we are excited by the connections this theme offers to our host city of Minneapolis
and the surrounding area. Known as the "City by Nature," Minneapolis is an earth-minded city in
many ways. The Minneapolis Area Synod also names advocacy around care for creation as a top
priority, which would allow us to learn from and support the local expression of the church.
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Project Generosity: Christmas Miracles
Project Generosity is our year-long stewardship emphasis in which we will lift up the generosity that we see in the world around us.
We didn’t have to look far in December to see your generosity pour out with Christmas gifts
for both the children whose families are clients at the Good Shepherd Center in Greenville, and for
the children who are housed in the residential program at Bethesda Lutheran Services in Meadville.
Children served by the Good Shepherd Center are children whose families are in need. Children served in the Bethesda program are experiencing broken family systems, and some are there
by court order after run-ins with the law. In both sets of circumstances, a kind gesture, a gift that
shows someone cares about them, can be long remembered as a moment of hope.
Thank you for your support of these children.
These are the items that you
purchased for the young women at
Bethesda. Thanks to you they are
going to have a very nice
Christmas.
Thank you Linda Armstrong for
delivering everything to Bethesda.
What a help that was.

Holy Trinity was given monies
from Thrivent to purchase
“extras” for the residents at
Bethesda. This is what that gift
enabled us to send.
Thank you Beth Harpst for doing
the shopping.
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January
Birthdays
1
4
6
8
9
10
11
15
17
20
21
26
27

31

Evelyn Ramming
Linda Batemen
Sally Roth
Elysa Farrell
Krista Oros
Billie Hollenbaugh
Dolly Lineman
Emily Marshall
Colin Banco
Kelly Gilmore
Julianne Eppley
Brycen Miller
Christopher Oros
Darlene Ferguson
Lana Mozes
Bryce Stubert
John Weaver
Lauren Faber
Betty K. Junk
Mark Wasser
Grant Abraham
Helga Marguglio
Charles Shultz

January Anniversaries
The following members of our congregation are celebrating
anniversaries this month. Congratulate them when you see them.
Dan and Alecia Eppley
28 years
Henry and Ruth Heil
63 years
Rusty and Linda Saverino 43 years

January 2, 1993
January 24, 1958
January 28, 1978

Recent Funeral
from Holy Trinity
Jayna Lee Cole-Spigelmeyer
Born:
Died:
Service:

August 6, 1972
December 13, 2020
December 18, 2020

Rest Eternal Grant
Her, O Lord
Office Coverage
I would like to thank everyone who volunteered to cover
the office while I had vacation time away. I can always count
on you to pitch in wherever needed.
Until next year . . . thanks again.

Tammy
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Staff
Pastor:
Pastor Brenda Martin
Director of Music:
Maidene Hackett

Office Administrator:
Tammy Williams
Sexton:
Jonathan Oros
Officers of the Congregation
Vice-President:
Olivia Martin-Call
Secretary:
Marj Stubert
Treasurer:
Tammy Daniello
Financial Secretary:
Lana Mozes
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Council Members
Linda Armstrong
Mary Beth Bradley
Tammy Daniello
Debbie Faber
Chuck Lanning
Judy Leary
Jim Martin
Olivia Martin-Call
Bob Massing
Bob Olson
Ed Pitcher
Marj Stubert
Office Hours:
Monday - Friday
8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

