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Assembly responses are in bold face.
Significance of the Day: As on the first day of creation, on this Christmas Day the Word
illumines the world, shining forth to bring all things into being. Today we celebrate the incarnate Word, God becoming flesh to live among us in the person of Jesus Christ then and
now. Emboldened by the good news of Christ’s birth, along with the shepherds, Mary and
Joseph, and all witnesses to the light of Christ, we declare to the world that we have indeed
seen and been transformed by the arrival of “the salvation of our God.” O come, let us
adore!

Gathering
Prelude

Selected Carols for Christmas

(Manz, Held)

Greeting
Confession and Forgiveness
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who forgives all our sin, whose
mercy endures forever.
Amen.
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from
whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Gracious God,
have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given
ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent.
In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things
we have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you,
and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in
newness of life through Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord. Amen.
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God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and
made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the
name of + Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen
you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts
through faith.
Amen.
The Gathering Song

Angels from the Realms of Glory
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Christmas Dialog
Jesus Christ is the Light of the world!
He is the Light no darkness can overcome.
At darkest night we gather to celebrate the great light of our salvation.
With the heavenly host we sing, “Glory to God in the highest heaven.”
In Christ, God’s Word is made flesh and lives among us.
With the shepherds, we will tell of the wonders we have seen and
heard.

Prayer of the Day
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.
All-powerful and unseen God, the coming of your light into our world has
brightened weary hearts with peace. Call us out of darkness, and empower
us to proclaim the birth of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
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Word
First Reading

Isaiah 52:7-10

A reading from Isaiah:
7 How beautiful upon the mountains
are the feet of the messenger who announces peace,
who brings good news,
who announces salvation,
who says to Zion, “Your God reigns.”
8 Listen! Your sentinels lift up their voices,
together they sing for joy;
for in plain sight they see
the return of the Lord to Zion.
9 Break forth together into singing,
you ruins of Jerusalem;
for the Lord has comforted his people,
he has redeemed Jerusalem.
10 The Lord has bared his holy arm
before the eyes of all the nations;
and all the ends of the earth shall see
the salvation of our God.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Psalm 98
1 Sing a new song to the LORD, who has done | marvelous things,
whose right hand and holy arm have | won the victory.
2 O Lord, you have made | known your victory,
you have revealed your righteousness in the sight | of the nations.
3 You remember your steadfast love and faithfulness
to the | house of Israel;
all the ends of the earth have seen the victory | of our God.
4 Shout with joy to the Lord, | all you lands;
lift up your voice, re- | joice, and sing.
5 Sing to the LORD | with the harp,
with the harp and the | voice of song.
6 With trumpets and the sound | of the horn
shout with joy before the | King, the Lord.
7 Let the sea roar, and | all that fills it,
the world and those who | dwell therein.
8 Let the rivers | clap their hands,
and let the hills ring out with joy before the Lord,
who comes to | judge the earth.
9 The LORD will judge the | world with righteousness
and the peo- | ples with equity.
Second Reading

Hebrews 1:1-4

A reading from Hebrews:
1 Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by
the prophets, 2 but in these last days he has spoken to us by a Son, whom
he appointed heir of all things, through whom he also created the worlds. 3
He is the reflection of God’s glory and the exact imprint of God’s very being, and he sustains all things by his powerful word. When he had made purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, 4
having become as much superior to angels as the name he has inherited is
more excellent than theirs.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Anthem

Break Forth, O Beauteous, Heavenly Light
Marie Lineman, Soloist

(J. S. Bach)

Break forth, O beauteous heavn’ly light,
usher in the morning.
Ye shepherds shrink not with affright,
but hear the angel’s warning:
This Child, now weak in infancy,
Our Confidence and Joy shall be,
The power of Satan breaking,
Our peace eternal making.
Sound forth the Word of god’s great love,
and cease from doubt and grieving,
believe the message from above,
The blessed Christ receiving.
Proclaim the wondrous heav’nly grace
To sinner all in every place;
All hearts in Him rejoicing.
All tongues His praise voicing.
Gospel Acclamation
Alleluia.
A holy day has dawned upon us. Come, you nations, and adore the Lord.
For today a great light has come upon the earth.
Alleluia.
The Holy Gospel

John 1:1-14

The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the first chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.
(The reading of the Gospel.)
1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and
the Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things came
into being through him, and without him not one thing came into being.
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What has come into being 4 in him was life, and the life was the light of all
people. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.
6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7 He
came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through
him. 8 He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. 9
The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.
10 He was in the world, and the world came into being through him;
yet the world did not know him. 11 He came to what was his own, and his
own people did not accept him. 12 But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, 13 who were
born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of
God.
14 And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have
seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth.
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Sermon
Hymn of the Day

Pastor Brenda Martin
What Child Is This
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Nicene Creed
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
(A time of silence is kept for reflection on the Incarnation.)
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the
dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the
world to come. Amen.
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The Prayers
A:
Gathered with all who seek the Christ child, let us pray for the church, the
world, and all who are in need, saying, “Lord, in your mercy, hear our
prayer.”
(Brief silence)
A:

C:
A:

C:
A:

C:
A:

C:
A:

C:
A:

Loving God, you come among us in Christ Jesus. Grant to your whole
church the humility to recognize our sinfulness, and direct us to work toward unity. Lord in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Lord of all the earth, all of creation rejoices in you. Endow us with wisdom
to care for all that you have made as we give thanks for the beautiful intricacy of your creative work. Lord in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
O Lord, you love mercy and justice. Grant to the leaders of all nations good
judgment that leads them to work for justice, peace, and equality for
all. Lord in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Merciful God, you promise to be with us always. Make your comforting
presence known to new parents, families, those who live alone, those who
are sick, those who are hungry, and all who grieve. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Merciful God, with the shepherds you call us to not be afraid. Free us from
our fears so that we share the great joy of your love with everyone. Bless
our ministries to the wider community. Lord in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

C:

Gracious God, you guard the lives of the faithful and you have revealed
your love to us through the lives of your saints. Inspired by their witness,
embolden us to share your love in word and deed. Lord in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

A:

Are there others for whom we should pray?

P:

Into your gracious hands we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in
your steadfast mercy; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

C:
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Peace
The peace of Christ be with you always.

And also with you.

Lord’s Prayer
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

Sending
Blessing
May Christ, who by his incarnation has filled us with grace and truth, give
you peace this Christmas. Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit
bless you now and forever.
Amen.
Sending Hymn

Go Tell It on the Mountain
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Dismissal
Glory to God in the highest!
Peace to God’s people on earth!
Go in peace. Share the gift of Jesus.
Thanks be to God.
Postlude

Variation on Mendelssohn
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Serving Today
Presiding Ministers . . . . . . . . . . Pastor Dennis Blauser, Christ Lutheran, Sharon
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Cantor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Marie Lineman
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Christmas Donations
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The Poinsettias are given to the Glory of God as follows:
Given By

In Memory Of

Jim and Nancy Bittel
Beth Harpst
Beth Harpst
Betty K. Junk

Grandparents
Mark A. Harpst
William E. and Emily F. Dunn
My mom, Lois Guerrini, my granddaughter, Chelsea Leigh, and all my
loved ones
George and Ann Redfoot and Fred and
Sue Long
Loved ones
Prichard and Meeker families
Family
Laszlo Mozes
Nancy J. Pitcher and Howard D. Pitcher

Bonnie Long
Karen McKay
Albert Meeker, III
Richard Meeker
Lana Mozes
Edward N. Pitcher

Given By

In Honor Of

Jim and Nancy Bittel
Betty K. Junk

The James Bittel family
My children, grandchildren, and greatgrandchildren
My husband, my daughter and son-inlaw, and family

Bonnie Long

The Decorations (greens) are given to the Glory of God
as follows:
Given By

In Memory Of

Beth Harpst and Ed Pitcher
John Logan and Catherine Mott
Richard Meeker
The Faber Family

James and Clara DiMaria
Alice Ferguson
Family
Joel Wentling
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The Decorations continued
Given By

In Honor Of

Paul and Sue Bittler
Beth Harpst and Ed Pitcher
Their family

Our children and grandchildren
Warren and Patricia Roth
Jim and Nancy Bittel

Given By

In Celebration Of

Alan and Susan Kovacik
Karen McKay

Marj Stubert and all she means to us
The birth of our Savior

Disaster Response contributions are given to the Glory of
God as follows:
Given By

In Memory Of

John Logan and Catherine Mott
Richard Meeker
Bob and Jill Murrin

Alice Ferguson
Family
Ron Johnson and Ray and Mary Murrin

Given By

In Honor Of

Linda Armstrong
Barry and Linda Oman

My children and grandchildren
Our mother, Mary Alice Dean

Given By

In Celebration Of

John and Mary Moore
Pastor Martin and Sally Roth

Christmas
The Nativity of Our Lord with its
promise of Peace
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The Christmas Trees
The Christmas tree in the sanctuary is given to the Glory of God and in loving
memory of Clifford P. Gilmore by Louise, Kelly and Julie Gilmore.
The Christmas tree in the sanctuary is given to the Glory of God and in memory of
Bruce Perkins, husband, father, and grandfather; George and Anna Redfoot; in honor of
family and friends; and in celebration of the birth of Jesus by Todd, Tammy, Garrett, and
Dalton Daniello.
The smaller Christmas tree in the sanctuary is given to the Glory of God and in
The smaller Christmas tree in the sanctuary is given to the Glory of God and in memory
of our loved ones by Marie Riley and Dick Meeker.

The Altar Flowers
The flowers on the Altar are given to the Glory of God and in honor of my grandchildren, Reese, Ellie, Evan, Quinn, and Chris, by Mary Reames.
The flowers on the Altar are given to the Glory of God and in memory of Donald J. and D. Michael Stull by their family.
The flowers on the Altar are given to the Glory of God and in memory of loved
ones by Catherine Snyder.
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This Week at Holy Trinity
Sunday, December 27, 2020, First Sunday after Christmas
9:30 a.m.
Virtual Liturgy of the Word
NO Sunday Church School/Confirmation
7:00 p.m.
AA Big Book meeting
Tuesday, December 29, 2020
7:00 p.m.
AA and AA Women’s Discussion
Wednesday, December 30, 2020
NO Weekday Communion
Thursday, December 31, 2020
NO Weekday Communion
Friday, January 1, 2021, New Year’s Day
Office Closed
Saturday, January 2, 2021
No Liturgy

Upcoming Events
Sunday, January 3, 2021, 2nd Sunday after Christmas
9:30 a.m.
Virtual Liturgy of the Word
10:45 a.m. Sunday Church School/Confirmation
7:00 p.m.
AA Big Book meeting
Tuesday, January 4, 2021
7:00 p.m.
Property Committee
7:00 p.m.
AA and AA Women’s Discussion
Wednesday, January 6, 2021
NO Weekday Communion
7:00 p.m.
Virtual Epiphany Service
Thursday, January 7, 2021
NO Weekday Communion
7:00 p.m.
Happy Hour (Zoom)
Saturday, January 9, 2021
5:30 p.m.
Liturgy of Holy Communion (spoken)
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Noted This Week
New Members: Pastor Brenda will be talking with a number of our frequent visitors about whether they would like to become members of Holy Trinity. If you have an
interest in membership, please speak with Pastor Brenda.
Please note there will be NO Liturgy on Saturday, December 26, 2020 or Saturday, January 2, 2021.

Good Shepherd December Request
The Good Shepherd Center is our church community social service agency that
supports the needs of many in the area. The Good Shepherd Center's request for Holy
Trinity for December is boxed or canned meals. Donations may be dropped off at the
church office or directly at the Food Pantry.

Stewardship
“The Generosity Project: Growing in God’s Grace Generation to
Generation” is the theme of our 2020/2021 financial stewardship emphasis.
If you have not done so yet, please return your Commitment
Card in the next couple of weeks.
Extra Commitment Cards are available. If you need one please
contact the church office.
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Please Pray For
Permission is necessary to add a person to the prayer list. Please ask before your call
the office. Thanks.
Health and Healing:
Jim

Earl and Carol (friends of Bonnie Long)
Ronald (friend of Linda Bateman)
Carl (nephew of Betty K. Junk)
Bill and Katie (friends of Barbara Swartz)
Tammy (friend of Jill Murrin)
Betty K.
Ed and Cathy
Hank (son of Henry and Ruth Heil)
Janet (friend of Gloria Spargo)
Kate (friend of Paul and Sue Bittler)

Nancy (friend of Linda Armstrong)
William J. (father of Catherine Mott)
Brenda (sister-in-law of Betty K. Junk)
Lori
Carl
Paul
Dillon (friend of Ed Pitcher and Beth Harpst)
Belle (granddaughter of Linda Bateman)

Christ’s comfort for those who grieve the death of:
Bob Dorfeld
Jayna Spigelmeyer
Rick (friend of Betty K. Junk)
In Military Service
Specialist (SPC) Andrew McCall, Fort Carson, Colorado Springs, Colorado (son of
Mark and Jane McCall, grandson of Karen McKay and the late Jim McKay)
Sgt. First Class Nicholas Carman, US Army, Frederiksberg, Virginia (grandson of Nancy
Ullstrom)
Admiral Richard Childs, Assistant Surgeon General of the USA (nephew of Harvey
Childs)
CDR Ryan Leary, USN, Operation Officer, 7th Fleet, Yokosuka, Japan (son of David
and Judy Leary)
Tim Ross, Navy Special Forces, (grandson of Rae Johnson, nephew of Lori McEwen)
Ian McQuiston, US Air Force, Kuwait (friend of Betty K. Junk)
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