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Prelude  Variation # 6 on Nun Komm der Heiden Heiland        (Keene) 

   Theme and Variations on Basque Carol     (Sadowski) 

    III Meditation; IV Pastorale   

III Magnificat           (Dandrieu, ed. Spong) 

Variation on Bereden vag for Herran       (Ore) 

   Pastorale                    (Corelli) 

   Chorale Prelude on Von Himmel Hoch        (Pachelbel) 

 

Gathering        

 

 Proclamation of the Nativity of our Lord, Jesus Christ 

 

 The Gathering Song  O, Come, All Ye Faithful              
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 Christmas Dialog 

  Jesus Christ is the Light of the world! 

  He is the Light no darkness can overcome. 

  At darkest night we gather to celebrate the great light of our salvation. 

  With the heavenly host we sing, “Glory to God in the highest heaven.” 

  In Christ, God’s Word is made flesh and lives among us. 

  With the shepherds, we will tell of the wonders we have seen and  

heard. 
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 Kyrie        

  In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

  Lord, have mercy. 

 

  For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 

  Lord, have mercy. 

 

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God, 

and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

  Lord, have mercy. 

 

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let 

us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

Amen, amen. 

 

Hymn of Praise  Angels We Have Heard On High 
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Blessing at the Crèche 

     The Word was made flesh and dwelt among us. 

     And we beheld his glory.       

 

Be with us that we might bear Christ’s love to all the world, through Jesus 

Christ our Lord.      

Amen. 

 

Prayer of the Day  

  Let us pray. 

Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness of the 

true Light.  Grant that here on earth we may walk in the light of Jesus’ 

presence and in the last day wake to the brightness of his glory; through 

your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the  

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  Amen.  
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Word 

First Reading                         Isaiah 9:2-7 

 

  A reading from Isaiah: 

 

2 The people who walked in darkness 

 have seen a great light; 

those who lived in a land of deep darkness –  

 on them light has shined. 

3 You have multiplied the nation, 

 you have increased its joy; 

they rejoice before you 

 as with joy at the harvest, 

 as people exult when dividing plunder. 

4 For the yoke of their burden, 

 and the bar across their shoulders, 

 the rod of their oppressor, 

 you have broken as on the day of Midian. 

5 For all the boots of the tramping warriors 

 and all the garments rolled in blood 

 shall be burned as fuel for the fire. 

6 For a child has been born for us, 

 a son given to us; 

authority rests upon his shoulders; 

 and he is named 

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

 Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

7 His authority shall grow continually, 

 and there shall be endless peace 

for the throne of David and his kingdom.  

 He will establish and uphold it 

with justice and with righteousness 

 from this time onward and forevermore. 

The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. 

 

  The Word of the Lord     

  Thanks be to God.    
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 Psalm 96 

  

 1 Sing to the LORD | a new song; 

  sing to the LORD, | all the earth. 

 2 Sing to the LORD, bless the name | of the LORD; 

  proclaim God's salvation from | day to day. 

 3 Declare God's glory a- | mong the nations 

  and God's wonders a- | mong all peoples. 

 4 For great is the LORD and greatly | to be praised, 

  more to be feared | than all gods. 

 5 As for all the gods of the nations, they | are but idols; 

  but you, O LORD, have | made the heavens. 

 6 Majesty and magnificence are | in your presence; 

  power and splendor are in your | sanctuary. 

 7 Ascribe to the LORD, you families | of the peoples, 

  ascribe to the LORD hon- | or and power. 

 8 Ascribe to the LORD the honor due the | holy name; 

  bring offerings and enter the courts | of the LORD. 

 9 Worship the LORD in the beau- | ty of holiness; 

  tremble before the LORD, | all the earth. 

 10 Tell it out among the nations: "The | LORD is king! 

  The one who made the world so firm that it cannot be moved  

  will judge the peo- | ples with equity." 

 11 Let the heavens rejoice, and let the | earth be glad; 

  let the sea thunder and all that is in it; let the field be joyful  

  and all that | is therein. 

 12 Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy  

  at your com- | ing, O LORD, 

  for you come to | judge the earth. 

 13 You will judge the | world with righteousness 

  and the peoples | with your truth. 
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Second Reading                  Titus 2:11-14 

 

  A reading from Titus: 

 

11 For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, 12 

training us to renounce impiety and worldly passions, and in the present age 

to live lives that are self-controlled, upright, and godly, 13 while we wait 

for the blessed hope and the manifestation of the glory of our great God and 

Savior, Jesus Christ. 14 He it is who gave himself for us that he might re-

deem us from all iniquity and purify for himself a people of his own who 

are zealous for good deeds. 

 

  The Word of the Lord 

                     Thanks be to God.   

 

 Gospel Acclamations   A Virgin’s Lullaby                                  (Reger) 

 

Maria sitzt am Rosenhag und wiegt ihr Jesuskind, Durch die Blätter leise weht der warme 

Sommerwind. 

Zu ihren Füssen singt ein buntes Vögelein: 

Schlaf’, Kindlein, süsse, schlaf’ nun ein! 

Hold ist dein Lächeln, holder deines Schlummers Lust, Leg dein müdes Köpfchen fest an 

deiner Mutter Brust! 

Schlaf’, Kindlein, süsse, schlaf’ nun ein! 

 

Amid the roses Mary sits and rocks her Jesus child, While amid the treetops sighs the 

breeze so warm and mild. 

And soft and sweetly sings a bird upon the bough: 

Ah, baby, dear one, slumber now! 

Happy is Thy laughter, holy is Thy silent rest, Lay Thy head in slumber, fondly on Thy 

Mother’s breast! 

Ah, baby, dear one, slumber now! 
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Alleluia.  

 

I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 

to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior,  

who is the Messiah, the Lord.  

 

Alleluia 

 

 The Holy Gospel            Luke 2:1-20  

  The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke the second chapter.  

Glory to you, O Lord. 

  

  (The reading of the Christmas Gospel)    

 

 1 In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all 

the world should be registered. 2 This was the first registration and was 

taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3 All went to their own towns 

to be registered. 4 Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to 

Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended 

from the house and family of David. 5 He went to be registered with Mary, 

to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. 6 While they 

were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. 7 And she gave birth 

to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a 

manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 

 8 In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping 

watch over their flock by night. 9 Then an angel of the Lord stood before 

them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 

10 But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see – I am bringing 

you good news of great joy for all the people: 11 to you is born this day in 

the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a 

sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a 

manger.” 13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the 

heavenly host, praising God and saying, 

14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven, 

 and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” 

 15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shep-

herds said to one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing 

that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.” 16 So they 

went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the 
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manger. 17 When they saw this, they made known what had been told them 

about this child; 18 and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds 

told them. 19 But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her 

heart. 20 The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they 

had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 

 

The Gospel of the Lord 

  Praise to you, O Christ. 

  

      The Sermon                                                           Pastor Brenda Martin 

       

    Hymn of the Day    O Little Town of Bethlehem 
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Nicene Creed   

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

In accordance with the scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the  

dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

we believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

we acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

we look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen.  
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 Prayers of Intercession                        

A:  Joining our voices with the song of the angels, let us pray for the church, 

the world, and all who are in need, responding, “Hear us, O God.  Your 

mercy is great” 

 

(Brief silence) 

 

A:  The shepherds sing, “Jesus Christ is born!” Let your church throughout the 

world proclaim this good news, over the hills and everywhere. Unite the 

voices of all your faithful people in songs of praise and rejoicing. We pray 

for our bishops, Elizabeth and Michael; our pastors, musicians, teachers 

and leaders.  Hear us, O God. 

C.  Your mercy is great. 

 

A:  Heaven and nature sing, “Joy to the world!” Give respite to flocks, fields, 

and those who tend them. Come near to us in the beauty of nighttime, the 

shining of the stars, and the hush of a world at rest. May our wonder at your 

creation rouse our care for all the earth.  Hear us, O God. 

C.  Your mercy is great. 

 

A:  The angels sing, “Peace on earth!” Come quickly to still the strife of this 

world. Hush the noise of war and violence in places of unrest. Inspire lead-

ers of nations to seek lasting peace and sustainable provision for all in their 

care.  Hear us, O God. 

C.  Your mercy is great. 

 

A:  Mary sings melodies of comfort to her newborn child. Bring rest and reas-

surance to those facing struggles this night. Shelter travelers and those 

without homes. Console those who lie awake due to pain or anxiety. Heal 

those who are sick or hurting. Bring healing on this world sick in body and 

heartsick because of the devastation of the global pandemic. Hear us, O 

God. 

C.  Your mercy is great.          
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A:  Love sings through the sound of a new baby’s cry. Bless new parents and 

expectant parents. Comfort those who long for children, especially those 

running out of hope or options. Surround families of every shape and size 

with your love and care. Hear us, O God. 

C.  Your mercy is great.          

 

A:  The heavenly chorus sings, “Glory to God in the highest!” We give you 

thanks for all the saints who have proclaimed your glory in word and deed, 

especially Bob and Jayna. Let us join them this night in joyful praise 

around your eternal throne. Hear us, O God. 

C.  Your mercy is great. 

 

A:  Are there others for whom we should pray? 

           

P. God of mercy, come quickly to us with grace upon grace as we lift these 

and all our prayers to you, in the name of Jesus. 

C:  Amen. 

 

 Peace   

  The peace of Christ be with you always.   And also with you. 

 
 Lord’s Prayer 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

 



16 

 

 

Candle Light Service 

 The Lighting of Candles 

 

(Light the candles you have prepared and dim the room lights if possible.) 

 

Candle Lighting Dialogue 

  Glory to God in the highest, 

  and peace to God’s people on earth. 

  Blessed are you, Prince of Peace. You rule the earth with truth and justice. 

  Send your gift of peace to all nations of the world. 

  Blessed are you, Wonderful Counselor. You enlighten the heart with  

steadfast love. 

  Enliven your church that it might bear good tidings of great joy to all  

people. 

  Blessed are you, Emmanuel. You promise to be with us even to the end of  

the age. 

  Open our eyes to see your presence in all who are hungry, lonely or  

homeless. 

  Blessed are you, Son of Mary. You share our humanity. 

  Have mercy on the sick, the dying, and all who suffer this day. 

  Blessed are you, Son of God. You dwell among us as the Word made flesh.  

  Reveal yourself to us in word and sacrament that we may bear your  

light to all the world. 
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 Hymn     Silent Night 

(Stanza 1 will be in German and 2-3 in English) 
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Sending 
 Christmas Seasonal Blessing 

May Almighty God, who sent his Son to take our nature upon him, bless 

you in this holy season, scatter the darkness of sin, and brighten you heart 

with the light of his holiness.   Amen. 

 

May God, who sent his angels to proclaim the glad news of the Savior’s 

birth, fill you with joy, and make you heralds of the Gospel.  Amen.   

 

May God, who in the Word made flesh joined heaven to earth and earth to 

heaven, give you his peace and favor.   Amen.  

 

And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

be upon you and remain with you forever.     Amen. 

 

 Sending Hymn      Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 
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 Dismissal 

   Glory to God in the highest! 

Peace to God’s people on earth! 

Go in peace. Share the gift of Jesus. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 Postlude    Finale on Antioch                   (Ore) 
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Serving Tonight 

 

  Presiding Ministers . . . .  Pastor Dennis Blauser, Christ Lutheran, Sharon  

Pastor Brenda Martin, Holy Trinity, Greenville

  Organist . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Maidene Hackett     

  Cantor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   Lauren Faber 

  

Acknowledgments 

 

      Liturgy texts from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, © 2006 Evangelical Lutheran  

Church in America.  Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress under license # 15404- 

ELW 

 

Pastors in residence: 

The Rev. Julia Fraser, chaplain at St. Paul Homes 

The Rev. Brian Riddle, Thiel College Campus Pastor  

The Rev. Martin Roth, retired pastor, Holy Trinity Lutheran Church 

The Rev. Dr. Curtis Thompson, retired, Thiel College 
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Christmas Donations 
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The Poinsettias are given to the Glory of God as follows: 
 

 Given By      In Memory Of  
Jim and Nancy Bittel    Grandparents 

Beth Harpst      Mark A. Harpst 

Beth Harpst      William E. and Emily F. Dunn 

Betty K. Junk      My mom, Lois Guerrini, my grand-

daughter, Chelsea Leigh, and all my 

loved ones 

Bonnie Long      George and Ann Redfoot and Fred and 

Sue Long 

Karen McKay     Loved ones 

Albert Meeker, III      Prichard and Meeker families 

Richard Meeker     Family 

Lana Mozes      Laszlo Mozes 

Edward N. Pitcher     Nancy J. Pitcher and Howard D. Pitcher 

 

 Given By      In Honor Of 

Jim and Nancy Bittel    The James Bittel family 

Betty K. Junk      My children, grandchildren, and great-

grandchildren 

Bonnie Long      My husband, my daughter and son-in-

law, and family 

 

The Decorations (greens) are given to the Glory of God 

as follows: 
 Given By      In Memory Of  
Beth Harpst and Ed Pitcher    James and Clara DiMaria 

John Logan and Catherine Mott   Alice Ferguson 

Richard Meeker     Family 

The Faber Family     Joel Wentling 
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The Decorations continued 
Given By       In Honor Of 
Paul and Sue Bittler     Our children and grandchildren 

Beth Harpst and Ed Pitcher    Warren and Patricia Roth 

Their family      Jim and Nancy Bittel 

 

 Given By      In Celebration Of 
Alan and Susan Kovacik     Marj Stubert and all she means to us 

Karen McKay     The birth of our Savior 

 

Disaster Response contributions are given to the Glory of 
God as follows: 

 Given By      In Memory Of  

John Logan and Catherine Mott   Alice Ferguson 

Richard Meeker     Family 

Bob and Jill Murrin     Ron Johnson and Ray and Mary Murrin 

 

Given By      In Honor Of 

Linda Armstrong     My children and grandchildren 

Barry and Linda Oman    Our mother, Mary Alice Dean 

 

Given By      In Celebration Of 
John and Mary Moore    Christmas 

Pastor Martin and Sally Roth   The Nativity of Our Lord with its  

       promise of Peace 
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The Christmas Trees 
 The Christmas tree in the sanctuary is given to the Glory of God and in loving 

memory of Clifford P. Gilmore by Louise, Kelly and Julie Gilmore. 
 

 The Christmas tree in the sanctuary is given to the Glory of God and in memory of 

Bruce Perkins, husband, father, and grandfather; George and Anna Redfoot; in honor of 

family and friends; and in celebration of the birth of Jesus by Todd, Tammy, Garrett, and 

Dalton Daniello. 
 

 The smaller Christmas tree in the sanctuary is given to the Glory of God and in 

memory of our loved ones by Marie Riley and Dick Meeker.   

 

The Altar Flowers 
 The flowers on the Altar are given to the Glory of God and in honor of my grand-

children, Reese, Ellie, Evan, Quinn, and Chris, by Mary Reames. 

 

    The flowers on the Altar are given to the Glory of God and in memory of Don-

ald J. and D. Michael Stull by their family. 

 

 The flowers on the Altar are given to the Glory of God and in memory of loved 

ones by Catherine Snyder. 
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This Week at Holy Trinity   

Sunday, December 27, 2020, First Sunday after Christmas 

9:30 a.m.  Virtual Liturgy of the Word 

  NO Sunday Church School/Confirmation 

7:00 p.m. AA Big Book meeting 
 

Tuesday, December 29, 2020 

7:00 p.m.  AA and AA Women’s Discussion  
 

Wednesday, December 30, 2020 

 NO Weekday Communion 

 

Thursday, December 31, 2020 

 NO Weekday Communion 
 

Friday, January 1, 2021, New Year’s Day 

  Office Closed 

 

Saturday, January 2, 2021 

  No Liturgy  
 

Upcoming Events 

Sunday, January 3, 2021, 2nd Sunday after Christmas 

9:30 a.m.  Virtual Liturgy of the Word 

10:45 a.m. Sunday Church School/Confirmation 

7:00 p.m. AA Big Book meeting 
 

Tuesday, January 4, 2021 

7:00 p.m.  Property Committee 

7:00 p.m.  AA and AA Women’s Discussion  
 

Wednesday, January 6, 2021 

 NO Weekday Communion 

7:00 p.m.  Virtual Epiphany Service 
 

Thursday, January 7, 2021 

 NO Weekday Communion 

7:00 p.m.  Happy Hour (Zoom) 
 

Saturday, January 9, 2021 

5:30 p.m.  Liturgy of Holy Communion (spoken) 
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Noted This Week 

 

  New Members:  Pastor Brenda will be talking with a number of our frequent visi-

tors about whether they would like to become members of Holy Trinity. If you have an 

interest in membership, please speak with Pastor Brenda. 

 

  Please note there will be NO Liturgy on Saturday, December 26, 2020 or Satur-

day, January 2, 2021. 

  

Good Shepherd December Request  

  

  The Good Shepherd Center is our church community social service agency that 

supports the needs of many in the area.  The Good Shepherd Center's request for Holy 

Trinity for December is boxed or canned meals.  Donations may be dropped off at the 

church office or directly at the Food Pantry.    

  

Stewardship 
  

    ñThe Generosity Project:  Growing in Godôs Grace Generation to  

Generationò is the theme of our 2020/2021 financial stewardship emphasis.   

   If you have not done so yet, please return your Commitment  

Card in the next couple of weeks.  

   Extra Commitment Cards are available.  If you need one please  

contact the church office. 
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Please Pray For 

  Permission is necessary to add a person to the prayer list.  Please ask before your call 

the office.  Thanks. 

  

Health and Healing: 

 

Earl and Carol (friends of Bonnie Long) 

Ronald (friend of Linda Bateman) 

Carl (nephew of Betty K. Junk) 

Bill and Katie (friends of Barbara Swartz) 

Tammy (friend of Jill Murrin) 

Betty K.  

Ed and Cathy  

Hank (son of Henry and Ruth Heil) 

Janet (friend of Gloria Spargo) 

Kate (friend of Paul and Sue Bittler) 

 

 

Christ’s comfort for those who grieve the death of: 

  

Bob Dorfeld 

Jayna Spigelmeyer 

Rick (friend of Betty K. Junk) 

 

In Military Service 

 

Specialist (SPC) Andrew McCall, Fort Carson, Colorado Springs, Colorado (son of  

  Mark and Jane McCall, grandson of Karen McKay and the late Jim McKay) 

Sgt. First Class Nicholas Carman, US Army, Frederiksberg, Virginia (grandson of Nancy  

  Ullstrom) 

Admiral Richard Childs, Assistant Surgeon General of  the USA (nephew of Harvey  

  Childs) 

CDR Ryan Leary, USN, Operation Officer, 7th Fleet, Yokosuka, Japan (son of David  

  and Judy Leary) 

Tim Ross, Navy Special Forces, (grandson of Rae Johnson, nephew of Lori McEwen) 

Ian McQuiston, US Air Force, Kuwait (friend of Betty K. Junk) 

Jim 

Nancy (friend of Linda Armstrong) 

William J. (father of Catherine Mott) 

Brenda (sister-in-law of Betty K. Junk) 

Lori  

Carl  

Paul  

Dillon (friend of Ed Pitcher and Beth Harpst) 

Belle (granddaughter of Linda Bateman) 

 


