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From our Pastor
Confirmation and Those Pesky Promises
O God, you have called your servants to ventures of which we
cannot see the ending, by paths as yet untrodden, through perils
unknown. Give us faith to go out with good courage, not knowing
where we go, but only that your hand is leading us and your love
supporting us; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,
I come to you in the name of Jesus Christ, in whose name
we pray for all things. At the end of this month, on Reformation
Sunday, we plan to confirm some of our teenagers in the faith.
They have been through confirmation classes. This month, we will
be wrestling with the questions they will be asked on that day. It’s
probably good for us all to be reminded of these questions and
how the call of baptism shapes our lives.
Confirmation — which is an Affirmation of Baptism — is a
public event. That’s because faith is not just a personal private piety that has no impact publicly. Faith is public and impacts the
world because we claim to believe in a God who loves the world,
is transforming it, and took on flesh to walk among us, be with us,
and set us free from the bondage of sin and death.
There are three questions that are asked publicly in the liturgy of the Affirmation of Baptism:
 Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God?
 Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against
God?
 Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God?
After the recitation of the Creed, at the end of the Affirmation of Baptism, the presiding minister states and asks the following question:
You have made public profession of your faith.
Do you intend to continue in the covenant God made with
you in holy baptism:
to live among God's faithful people,
to hear the word of God and share in the Lord's supper,
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to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed, to serve all people,
following the example of Jesus,
and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth?
Finally, the pastor addresses the assembly because the affirmation of Baptism is not just a
private matter. It is very public.
People of God, do you promise to support these sisters and brothers and pray for them in
their life in Christ?
The assembly's response is this: We do, and we ask God to help and guide us.
As people of faith, we need to constantly return to these questions and sit with them. How is
our faith shaping our actions in the world? Where is our faith leading us in our public witness that
God calls us to be and act on behalf of others?
Are we fulfilling these promises?
Pastor Brenda +
(Thank you to my colleague, the Rev. Matthew Best, for reminding me how important these questions are for all of us, including pastors.)

An Update on Our Sunday Live-Streaming
You might have noticed that our live-streaming has looked a little different for the last couple of weeks. That’s because we have new equipment in our balcony to record our services, thanks
to a gift we received from the Harnett Trust, a trust that manages the estate left by the late Jean Harnett, a long-time member at Holy Trinity.
New cameras are allowing us to zoom in on the lectern, the pulpit and the altar area. They
would also allow us to zoom in to the baptistry during a baptism. New computers should soon allow
us to have opening and closing screens with Holy Trinity’s name and ending credits and copyright
permissions for streaming of liturgical texts and music.
We have experienced serious audio glitches in the past month as we work on the best way to
do that. We have tried and abandoned the effort to tie the equipment into our existing microphone
system. Our existing microphone/audio system is very old, and while it works for our in-person
worship, the system could not handle the recording without adding a tremendous amount of feedback and interference. You should begin seeing a change the first weekend in October when we revert to the microphone we have been using to record the service.
We give thanks that Jean Harnett has remembered her church in establishment of the Harnett
Trust, and we continue to receive gifts thanks to her stewardship.
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Vacation, Vacation, Your Secretary Needs a Vacation!
I am asking for your help. I have vacation time
and in order to be able to take it, I need office coverage.
During this time of COVID-19, social distancing, and staying away from one another you may be
leary of filling in at the office. There are actually fewer people in the church now than ever before.
Sanitizer and wipes will be provided and you
are asked to bring a mask.
I will work around your schedule when at all
possible, I just need to not be here for time away.
All that is being asked of you is to sit at the desk, answer the phone, take messages, and smile
nicely at anyone who comes in. You are also asked to bring a book, magazine, or craft with you to
fill in around the phone calls.
The days are broken in half - from 9:00 a.m. until 12:30 p.m. and 12:30 p.m. until 4:00 p.m.
If you are willing to help, please call me and we will discuss dates.
Thanking you in advance for your assistance.
Peace,
Tammy

Date
October 9
October 16
October 23
October 26
October 30
November 6
November 9
November 20
November 25
November 30
December 4
December 7
December 11
December 18
December 29
December 30

Day
Friday
Friday
Friday
Monday
Friday
Friday
Monday
Friday
Wednesday
Monday
Friday
Monday
Friday
Friday
Tuesday
Wednesday

9:00 - 12:30
Covered

12:30 - 4:00

Covered

Covered

Covered
Covered
Covered
Covered

Covered
Covered
Covered
Covered
Covered
Covered
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Coronavirus Q&A
About worship
We will continue to worship on Saturday evenings at 5:30 p.m. in Trinity Hall downstairs,
and on Sunday mornings at 9:30 a.m. both in person in our nave and online. While we are back in
the building on Sundays, we continue to offer live-streamed worship on both our website,
www.holytrinitygreenvillepa.com, and our Facebook page. https:// www.facebook.com/
HolyTrinityGreenville for those who don’t yet feel safe in returning to in-person worship.
We will continue to offer daily Eucharist services in small groups of no more than 15 people
for those who wish to return to the sacramental life of receiving Holy Communion without the risk
of a larger gathering. Each week, we will worship on Wednesday evenings at 7:00 p.m. and Thursday mornings at 10:00 a.m. Please call the church office to schedule a time.
About singing and music during worship
Sadly, we are unable to sing at this time because the risk is too great.
However, Maidene has lined up cantors who will sing two hymns on Sunday mornings while
we meditate on the words. We are thankful to those singers for adding to our worship in this way.
While the choir is unable to meet, Maidene has also sent the church’s handbells to the manufacturer in Philadelphia to be refurbished, and will be putting together a handbell choir to occasionally play during worship. Please see Maidene if you would like to be a part of this group.
Hymns are the song of God’s people, and God’s people have been lifting their voices in
praise, prayer and lament for thousands of years. (Think of the psalms, the sung prayer of the ancient people of faith!) We look forward to the day when we can return to singing together safely.
Until then, we thank Maidene for being creative in the use of cantors and handbells to lift up our
song when we can’t use our voices.
Would you like to receive communion at home?
While many in our congregation have returned to in-person worship and the sacramental life,
we know that some of you do not feel the situation is safe enough for you to attend.
We are working on ways to bring the sacrament to your homes so that you can also return to
the sacramental life. If you are interested in having the bread consecrated during our weekend liturgies dropped off at your house, along with a sheet of paper that contains the words you say, please
let Tammy know in the church office. We are compiling a list of people who would like to receive
communion in this way.
Worship in our church building
We continue to use the best possible guidance from the CDC and our state health department
to manage the risk as we gather in person.
Masks (except while communing) and social distancing will be required at all services during the week.
The liturgy at this time will be spoken only. There will be communion. There will be music,
but we will be cautious and follow health guidelines about singing. If there is any singing, it will be
minimal.
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Other details for how we’ll worship on Sundays:
 We ask you to use the front entrance to the church. Doors will be open so that door handles will not have to be touched. We ask that only people who need to use the lift or who
need the smaller set of stairs use the Clinton Street entrance.
 We will use full-service bulletins. Hymnals and all other materials have been removed
from the pews.
 There will be a location to place your offering as you enter the building.
 We will keep a record of everyone in attendance so that if someone becomes exposed to
the coronavirus, you can be notified and we can give information to health officials for
proper contact tracing.
 We ask that if you attend a service and become ill, you notify us and health officials immediately.
 One restroom, by the drinking fountains, will be available for use, and will be wiped
down after each use.
Other details for how we’ll worship on Saturdays:
 We ask you to use the office entrance to the church and use the rear staircase to go down
to Trinity Hall. We ask that only people who need to use the lift use the Clinton Street entrance.
 We will use full-service bulletins.
 A basket will be placed near the entrance to the room for your offering.
 We ask you to use the restroom near the rear office door if needed.
 We will keep a record of everyone in attendance so that if someone becomes exposed to
the coronavirus, you can be notified and we can give information to health officials for
proper contact tracing.
 We ask that if you attend a service and become ill, you notify us and health officials immediately.
We continue to watch how the COVID-19 infection rates move in Mercer County with the
opening of many offices, stores and restaurants, and we will adjust how we worship to minimize
health risks as much as possible.
Weekday communion services
For those who do not feel safe being in a large group but want to return to receiving Holy
Communion, we will continue offering daily services at which we will celebrate the sacrament. Services will be about 25 minutes. No more than 15 people can be in attendance at a service.
We ask that you call Tammy in the church office, 724-588-8870, to reserve a slot, so that we
can keep the number of those in attendance below 15.
As with the Sunday gatherings, in accordance with the CDC and other health guidelines,
masks (except while communing) and social distancing will be required.
We ask you to enter the church using the rear office entrance. Use the back hallway on the
left (toward the sacristy) to enter the sanctuary. You will be directed where to sit. (We will be rotating where groups gather to make sure surfaces are cleaned.) If you use the elevator, we will open the
Clinton Street door for any services for which the elevator will be needed.
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Services have been scheduled for:
Each Wednesday at 7:00 p.m. and each Thursday at 10:00 a.m.
Where’s the pastor?
Pastor Brenda will be at the church on occasion, but will be working from home to isolate
much of the time so that she can remain healthy for pastoral calls to hospitals or nursing homes or
your homes if needed. If you need her, you can call, text or email. Her number is 814-881-8959 and
her email is bmartin983@aol.com. If you need a pastoral visit for any reason, please call.
What about my offering?
During this time of crisis, we are asking that the members of the congregation continue your
faithful stewardship, as the work of Holy Trinity is changing, but not ceasing and we need your support. A plate will be placed in the narthex on Sundays, and in the sanctuary during weekday liturgies. We are exploring opportunities for online giving on our website, and there is also the US Mail.
Will the church office be open?
Yes, we continue to be open from 8:00 a.m. until 4:00 p.m., Monday through Friday but we
ask that you come to the office sparingly as we try to keep Tammy safe and at work. Please call
Tammy if you have any needs or questions.
Will the church building be open?
Yes. But we continue to try to severely limit access to the building, to keep those safe who
are at work. We ask you to follow the following protocols so that we can track where people are in
the building, and clean areas as appropriate.
THE BUILDING WILL BE OPEN FOR PRAYER
We want Holy Trinity to be a sanctuary for people who need sacred space where they
can feel safe. We are allowing people into the building to pray as long as it’s safe to continue
this practice, but have established protocols to do this. The building is open from 8:00 a.m.
until 4:00 p.m. If you would like to come into the church to pray, even if you have a key or
fob, we ask that you call Tammy to tell her you’ll be arriving. Ring the buzzer at the back
and she will open the door. (Or you can use your key or fob, if you have one, to get in.) There
will be a sign-in sheet at the back. Please sign in with date and time. There will be sanitizing
wipes there as well. Please take one. (We know that you will want to go down the hall to say
hello to Tammy. Out of an abundance of caution, we ask you to not do that.) Please enter the
chancel area via the back hallway. Lights will already be on in the chancel. Sit in one of the
choir pews or kneel at the altar. Take as much time as you need. Wipe down whatever surfaces you touch. We know that this might sound extreme, but we have many people in our congregation who are in high-risk categories, including those who are immunosuppressed. We
want them to feel safe, as well, if they wish to come to the sanctuary for prayer.
IF YOU NEED TO DROP SOMETHING OFF
If you have something to drop off at the church, please call Tammy and let her know
your plans. She will buzz you in and have you drop something off at the back door, or she
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will meet you to accept it.
THE BUILDING WILL BE OPEN FOR WORKERS AND STUDENTS WHO NEED
WIFI ACCESS
We know that many people are working from home or going to school from home.
Sometimes our home WIFI suddenly goes out or isn’t providing the bandwidth for the computer work we need to do. If that should happen, and you need quick access during office
hours, we invite you to come to the church to use our WIFI for work or school. We will manage where you are in the building, so that you have privacy, but so we can keep those areas
cleaned. If you need access, please call Tammy.
THE BUILDING WILL BE OPEN FOR OUR COMMUNITY GROUPS
We have invited our AA groups to continue to use the building at this time, although
they know this could change if we are directed in the future to close the building to all uses.
Beginning in September, we will also be hosting a GED class twice a week, and beginning in
October, we will host workshops about Medicare once a week for eight weeks. All of the
groups using our building are following protocols that we established so that everyone can
remain as safe as possible.

God’s Work Our Hands Sunday
On Sunday, Sept. 13, we joined thousands of Lutherans from thousands of ELCA congregations in the U.S. in a day of service.
One of our projects was to fill boxes with goodies to send to our college students and members of the military. A couple of days after they were mailed, one of our college students sent a picture to his mom of the box he received. He was surprised and excited to get this box of snacks and
be remembered by his church.
If you’ve driven through the downtown, you might have noticed all of the curb cuts that were
weeded on that day. We left the church in sunshine, but it was pouring rain within minutes. Some of
us worked through the rain, others returned when the sun was out. But by mid-afternoon, we had
helped clean up the downtown area just a little bit. And we were also reminded that acts of kindness
inspire more acts of kindness. Our workers were treated by several restaurants that brought out cold
drinks, and the Rotary Club is now following the cleanup with the planting of mums in those
cleaned-out spaces.
At the Good Shepherd Center’s store, we helped sort clothing for the switch of seasons, preparing cold-weather clothing stored on the store’s second floor to be ready to go downstairs into the
store.
And last, we were able to write letters about hunger, homelessness and climate care to our
lawmakers in Washington.
Thank you to all who participated in this day when we were again reminded of how God
works through us in the care of our neighbors, our communities and our world.
7

Celebration of All Saints’ Day
Because All Saints’ Day is on a Sunday this year, we will be celebrating this church festival at our regular Saturday night and Sunday
morning liturgies.
During this liturgy we will remember, in thanksgiving, those of
our Holy Trinity congregation who have died during the past year and
other loved ones. Names of those who have died in the past year since
last All Saints Day and were buried through Holy Trinity will be included automatically in the service bulletin.
If you have other loved ones that you wish to be remembered at
that service, please complete the form in this month’s Messenger
(page 11), or you may find additional for ms in the nar thex. Deadline to return your completed form to the church office is Monday, October 26, 2020. In addition to the name, it would be
helpful if you provided the year of death, including the date of death if you know it. The names will
be printed in the bulletin and also read during Holy Communion.

Liturgical Calendars for Every Home
If you would like to receive a 2021 calendar please notify the church office at 724-5888870 or by e-mail at holytrinitygreenville@verizon.net by Monday, October 26, 2020. You must
notify the office if you want a 2021 calendar. Once the calendars come in, they may be picked
up in the workroom.

Good Shepherd

Second Mile Giving For October –

October

Focus On ELCA Youth Gathering

Request

Update regarding the 2021 Gathering

The Good Shepherd
Center's request for Holy
Trinity for October is soups
or stews. Donations may
be placed in the marked box
in the cloister. Please note
that brown bags are always
needed as well as plastic
bags.

After much prayer and consideration, we have decided to
postpone next summer’s ELCA Youth Gathering to 2022 due to
the COVID-19 pandemic.
The 2022 ELCA Youth Gathering will be held July 24-28,
2022, in Minneapolis, with the two pre-events, the Multicultural
Youth Leadership Event (MYLE) and the tAble, scheduled for
July 21-24, 2022.
To learn more about the postponement and the 2022 Gathering, please visit: elca.org/YouthGathering/COVID19.
All Second Mile contributions received during the month
of October will be given to the designated cause.
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October
Birthdays
2
4
5
10
11
12
13
14
15
19
21
23
26
27
30
31

Jamie Miller
Bill Bubeck
Louise Gilmore
Pastor Bob Harris
James Martin
Cheryl Davern
Nicole Weaver
Scott McCutcheon
Johnmichael Weaver
Conrad Koehler
Judi Moinet
Ryan Oros
Marie Halliday
Bob Massing
Alecia Eppley
DeAnne Gainor
Chelsea Yoos
Pastor Curt Thompson
Lucy Shaffer
David Lineman
Merton Hutton
Jason Gruber
Kurt Roth

October Anniversaries
The following members of our congregation are celebrating
anniversaries this month. Congratulate them when you see them.
Matt and Julie Morgan
Allan and Elaine Wilkins
Mike and Kris Abraham
Tris and Beth Hall
John and Nicole Weaver
Daniel and Dorothy Spence
Nathan and Christine Clark
Brad and Kelly VanKanegan
Chuck and Sheryl Lanning
Vic and Michele Shine

15 years
55 years
24 years
39 years
17 years
6 years
25 years
32 years
39 years
53 years

October 1, 2004
October 3, 1964
October 7, 1995
October 11, 1980
October 12, 2002
October 12, 2013
October 16, 1994
October 17, 1987
October 18, 1980
October 21, 1966

Pastor Harris Has Moved
The Rev. Bob Harris, who holds his membership at Holy Trinity and has been a friend of the congregation for years, has moved
from Erie County to be closer to family after the death of his wife Jan
in April.
His new mailing address is:
Grandview Nursing and Rehab Center
78 Woodbine Lane
Danville, PA 17821
Pastor Harris’ birthday is October 10 for those who wish to
send him greetings.
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Dear Scholarship Committee,
Thank you for selecting me as a recipient of
the Shaffer-Pearson and William and Adelaide
Horner scholarships. I will use the funds for my
studies in Physical Therapy at Gannon University
this year. I appreciate your generosity in awarding
me these scholarships.
Sincerely,
Kaitlyn Faber
Thank you kindly for the scholarship
money and for supporting me in continuing
my education!
God bless,
Dalton Daniello
Congregation Council,
Thank you for awarding me the Meleky Scholarship. This will be very helpful
with covering my expenses for school.
Thank you,
Natalie Bubenheim

Hello,
I wanted to thank you for your generosity. I
received one of your scholarships, and I wanted to
let you know how much I appreciate this opportunity. This is very helpful in my academic journey.
Thank you,
Julia Mozes
Thank you to our Holy Trinity family. The
gift box was certainly a surprise and the goodies
inside were graciously received. We are doing
well and hope to become more involved at church
in the near future. The pictures and article in the
paper showed the faith in action of Holy Trinity.
Again, thank you for thinking of us.

Dear friends,
Thank you for the beautiful box of
delicious treats. It was indeed a welcome
surprise.
I also have been thankful for the opportunity to participate in the Sunday AM
church services online, which I look forward to every week.
With love,
Carol Koehler

In Christ's love,
Paul and Sue Bittler

Dear Holy Trinity,
Thanks you for this amazing care package.
I am a student at Texas Tech University, and I’m
happy to know people are still looking out for me.
Sincerely,
Bryce Murrin

P.S. Miss you.
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Prayer Request for All Saints’ Day
Sunday, November 1, 2020, 9:30 a.m. Worship
At worship on All Saints’ Day, it has been our custom to name in the prayers those members
of Holy Trinity who have died during the last year. Please list the names of family members and
friends who are dear to you that you would like included in the worship bulletin. Please list the date
of death if at all possible.
________________________________________________________________________________
(First name)
(Last name)
(Date of Death)
________________________________________________________________________________
(First name)
(Last name)
(Date of Death)
________________________________________________________________________________
(First name)
(Last name)
(Date of Death)
________________________________________________________________________________
(First name)
(Last name)
(Date of Death)
__________________________________________________________
(Submitted by)
(Phone number)

Please return to the Church Office no later than Monday, October 26, 2020.
Thank you.
11

Evangelical Lutheran Church
of the Holy Trinity
One Trinity Place
Greenville, PA 16125

The Messenger is a publication of:
The Evangelical Lutheran Church
of the Holy Trinity
1 Trinity Place
Greenville, PA 16125
724-588-8870
Email address
holytrinitygreenville@verizon.net

Website:
www.holytrinitygreenvillepa.com
Staff
Pastor:
Pastor Brenda Martin
Director of Music:
Maidene Hackett

Office Administrator:
Tammy Williams
Sexton:
Jonathan Oros
Officers of the Congregation
Vice-President:
Olivia Martin-Call
Secretary:
Marj Stubert
Treasurer:
Tammy Daniello
Financial Secretary:
Lana Mozes
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Council Members
Linda Armstrong
Mary Beth Bradley
Tammy Daniello
Debbie Faber
Mary Larson
Judy Leary
Jim Martin
Olivia Martin-Call
Bob Massing
Bob Olson
Ed Pitcher
Marj Stubert
Office Hours:
Monday - Friday
8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

