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The Messenger 

From our Pastor 
 

That Dreaded Time of the Year: Stewardship 
 

O God, you have called your servants to ventures of which we 

cannot see the ending, by paths as yet untrodden, through perils 

unknown. Give us faith to go out with good courage, not knowing 

where we go, but only that your hand is leading us and your love 

supporting us; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,  

I come to you in the name of Jesus Christ, in whose name 

we pray for all things.  

As November rolls around in the church year, you can bet 

that money is going to be a topic of conversation in the church. It’s 

the time of year that we begin preparing a church budget for the 

coming year; it’s the time of year you’ll hear temple talks or talk 

from the pulpit about being good stewards and sharing what’s first 

gifted to you by God with the church.  

In the midst of a pandemic and the economic distress that it 

has caused to the whole world, let me first talk about how we’ve 

done financially this year.  

As a church, we were worried that without in-person wor-

ship in March, giving to the church would decline and cause finan-

cial distress to our congregation. But you provided. Or to be more 

clear, God provided. The Holy Spirit worked through you to con-

tinue mailing or dropping off your offerings. For most of this year, 

your giving has met our budget expectations very closely. In some 

ways, giving has exceeded our budget expectations. For that, we 

give thanks to God.  

This continued faithful stewardship was not only experi-

enced by Holy Trinity, but throughout the church. Even though 

our synod and ELCA told congregations to focus on their own fi-

nancial needs and not the needs of the wider church, giving by 

congregations to our synod was down only 0.04 percent as of mid-

October.  
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But the pandemic has been financially challenging for many people and many businesses and 

non-profits and churches. Holy Trinity established a small fund in the spring to give directly to 

members of our congregation who might be experiencing financial issues because of the pandemic. 

If you know of someone who could benefit from this fund, please speak privately with me.  

At our Sunday worship in November, you will notice a familiar routine. You will hear temple 

talks from people about how the ministry of Holy Trinity has been felt in their lives. We’ll have a 

Commitment Sunday when we will turn in our promises for what we can share with the church in 

2021. This is important, because it helps us to prepare our budget.  

But you’ll also hear something new as we embark on a year-round stewardship emphasis 

called The Generosity Project.  We’ll explore how we live into God’s story here in Mercer County, 

Pennsylvania, and how living into that story asks us to show generosity in all areas of our lives, liv-

ing into knowing that with God, all things are possible.  

So let’s live into the grace we’ve been given, together.  

         Pastor Brenda +  

Commitment Sunday 
 

 On Saturday and Sunday, November 21 and 22, 2020, during the offering the assembly will 

processes forward to offer their 2020 Commitment Card as well as their regular offerings.   

 The cards can be found on page 10 of this issue of the Messenger..   

 Please prayerfully consider your 2021 financial offering and join in the worship this weekend 

to participate in “The Generosity Project:  Growing in God’s Grace Generation to Generation.”  

The Generosity Project 
 

 The Generosity Project is an intergenerational, household-focused approach to stewardship. 

Its goals are to connect generations, create centers for the faith practice of generosity, and grow in 

God’s grace generation to generation. 



3 

Office Coverage Still Needed 
 
 As you can see from the schedule below there are still a few slots that need volunteers for of-

fice coverage.  If you can help fill any of those times, it would be greatly appreciated.   

 The days are broken in half - from 9:00 a.m. until 12:30 p.m. and 12:30 p.m. until 4:00 p.m.  

 Thanking you in advance for your assistance. 

Peace, 
Tammy Date Day 9:00 - 12:30 12:30 - 4:00 

November 6 Friday Covered Covered 

November 9 Monday Covered  Covered 

November 20 Friday Covered Covered  

November 25 Wednesday Covered  Covered 

November 30 Monday   Covered  

December 4 Friday Covered Covered 

December 7 Monday Covered Covered 

December 11 Friday   Covered 

December 18 Friday Covered Covered 

December 29 Tuesday   Covered  

December 30 Wednesday    

Office Closed for Thanksgiving 
 

 The Church Office will be closed Thursday and Friday, November  

26 and 27 so that the staff may enjoy the Thanksgiving holiday with their   

families.  Have a safe and happy holiday! 

Advent Morning Prayer 
 

 Morning Prayer will begin on Monday, November 30 and conclude on  

Wednesday, December 23 in the choir  pews.  It begins at 8:30 a.m. and con-

cludes at 8:50 a.m.  Please use the rear parking lot door for entry. Take this op-

portunity for quiet reflection at the beginning of your day as a way of making 

spiritual preparation during Advent. 

 If you would be interested in leading Morning Prayer one day a week 

please call the church office. 
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Planned & Non-planned Giving 

 

Budgeted Year-to-Date  $ 169,236 

Received Year-to-Date       $ 165,293  

Shortfall Year-to-Date   $    3,493  

Congregational Growth Fund 
 
Annual Budget    $ 12,000    
Received as of  9/30    $   2,673  
Remaining Amount Needed by 12/31 $   9,327 

    

Financial Update as of September 30, 2020 

Christmas Projects for Good Shepherd and Bethesda 

 

At sometime early in November, you will see a Christmas tree in the narthex with ornaments 

that list the name and age of a child. This giving tree is a project of the Sunday School so that our 

children and adults can share Christmas with a child whose family is known to the Good Shepherd 

Center. You will grab an ornament and buy for that one child.  

We will also have a bulletin board with children at Bethesda in Meadville who will be 

providing with gifts.  

If you are not attending in-person worship and would like to buy for a child, call the church 

office, and Tammy will give you information for a specific child who you can gift during the 

Christmas season. 

Order Poinsettias, Donate to decorate the church and/or 

Donate to the Domestic Disaster  Response 
 

 Please note the Christmas Poinsettia/Decorations and Domestic Disaster Response order 

form in this month’s Messenger on page 11.  Poinsettia orders and donations must be into the office 

by Sunday, November 28, 2020.     
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Second Mile Giving For November  – 

Focus On ELCA Youth Gathering 
 

Update regarding the 2021 Gathering 

 

  After much prayer and consideration, we have decided to postpone next summer’s ELCA 

Youth Gathering to 2022 due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

  The 2022 ELCA Youth Gathering will be held July 24-28, 2022, in Minneapolis, with the 

two pre-events, the Multicultural Youth Leadership Event (MYLE) and the tAble, scheduled for 

July 21-24, 2022. 

  To learn more about the postponement and the 2022 Gathering, please visit: elca.org/

YouthGathering/COVID19. 

  All Second Mile contributions received during the month of October will be given to the 

designated cause. 

Good Shepherd Thanksgiving Holiday Request 
 

 Plans are underway at the Good Shepherd Center for special 

Thanksgiving food distribution.  Their request of Holy Trinity is 100 

boxes of potatoes.   

 The deadline for this request is Sunday, November 15.   

Good Shepherd November Request  
 

The Good Shepherd Center is our church commu-

nity social service agency that supports the needs of 

many in the area.  The Good Shepherd Center's request 

for Holy Trinity for November after the Thanksgiving 

request is canned vegetables or fruit.  Donations may 

be placed in the marked box in the cloister.  

 Please note that Hand Sanitizer, masks, and wipes are also requested by the Good Shepherd 

Center. 

https://www.elca.org/YouthGathering/COVID19
https://www.elca.org/YouthGathering/COVID19
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Coronavirus Q&A 
 

About worship  

 We will continue to worship on Saturday evenings at 5:30 p.m. in Trinity Hall downstairs, 

and on Sunday mornings at 9:30 a.m. both in person in our nave and online. While we are back in 

the building on Sundays, we continue to offer live-streamed worship on both our website, 

www.holytrinitygreenvillepa.com, and our Facebook page. https:// www.facebook.com/

HolyTrinityGreenville for those who don’t yet feel safe in returning to in-person worship.  

 We will continue to offer weekday Eucharist services in small groups of no more than 15 

people for those who wish to return to the sacramental life of receiving Holy Communion without 

the risk of a larger gathering. Each week, we will worship on Wednesday evenings at 7:00 p.m. and 

Thursday mornings at 10:00 a.m. Please call the church office to schedule a time.  

 

About singing and music during worship 

 Sadly, we are unable to sing at this time because the risk is too great. 

 However, Maidene has lined up cantors who will sing two hymns on Sunday mornings while 

we meditate on the words. We are thankful to those singers for adding to our worship in this way. 

 While the choir is unable to meet, Maidene has also sent the church’s handbells to the manu-

facturer in Philadelphia to be refurbished, and will be putting together a handbell choir to occasion-

ally play during worship. Please see Maidene if you would like to be a part of this group. 

 Hymns are the song of God’s people, and God’s people have been lifting their voices in 

praise, prayer and lament for thousands of years. (Think of the psalms, the sung prayer of the an-

cient people of faith!) We look forward to the day when we can return to singing together safely. 

Until then, we thank Maidene for being creative in the use of cantors and handbells to lift up our 

song when we can’t use our voices. 

 

Would you like to receive communion at home? 

 While many in our congregation have returned to in-person worship and the sacramental life, 

we know that some of you do not feel the situation is safe enough for you to attend. 

 We are working on ways to bring the sacrament to your homes so that you can also return to 

the sacramental life. If you are interested in having the bread consecrated during our weekend litur-

gies dropped off at your house, along with a sheet of paper that contains the words you say, please 

let Tammy know in the church office. We are compiling a list of people who would like to receive 

communion in this way. 

 

Worship in our church building 

 We continue to use the best possible guidance from the CDC and our state health department 

to manage the risk as we gather in person. 

 Masks (except while communing) and social distancing will be required at all services dur-

ing the week. 

 The liturgy at this time will be spoken only. There will be communion. There will be music, 

but we will be cautious and follow health guidelines about singing. If there is any singing, it will be 

minimal. 
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Other details for how we’ll worship on Sundays: 

 We ask you to use the front entrance to the church. Doors will be open so that door han-

dles will not have to be touched. We ask that only people who need to use the lift or who 

need the smaller set of stairs use the Clinton Street entrance. 

 We will use full-service bulletins. Hymnals and all other materials have been removed 

from the pews. 

 There will be a location to place your offering as you enter the building. 

 We will keep a record of everyone in attendance so that if someone becomes exposed to 

the coronavirus, you can be notified and we can give information to health officials for 

proper contact tracing. 

 We ask that if you attend a service and become ill, you notify us and health officials im-

mediately. 

 One restroom, by the drinking fountains, will be available for use, and will be wiped 

down after each use. 

 

Other details for how we’ll worship on Saturdays: 

 We ask you to use the office entrance to the church and use the rear staircase to go down 

to Trinity Hall. We ask that only people who need to use the lift use the Clinton Street en-

trance. 

 We will use full-service bulletins. 

 A basket will be placed near the entrance to the room for your offering. 

 We ask you to use the restroom near the rear office door if needed. 

 We will keep a record of everyone in attendance so that if someone becomes exposed to 

the coronavirus, you can be notified and we can give information to health officials for 

proper contact tracing. 

 We ask that if you attend a service and become ill, you notify us and health officials im-

mediately. 

 We continue to watch how the COVID-19 infection rates move in Mercer County with the 

opening of many offices, stores and restaurants, and we will adjust how we worship to minimize 

health risks as much as possible. 

 

Weekday communion services 

 For those who do not feel safe being in a large group but want to return to receiving Holy 

Communion, we will continue offering weekday services at which we will celebrate the sacrament. 

Services will be about 25 minutes. No more than 15 people can be in attendance at a service.  

 We ask that you call Tammy in the church office, 724-588-8870, to reserve a slot, so that we 

can keep the number of those in attendance below 15. 

 As with the Sunday gatherings, in accordance with the CDC and other health guidelines, 

masks (except while communing) and social distancing will be required.  

 We ask you to enter the church using the rear office entrance. Use the back hallway on the 

left (toward the sacristy) to enter the sanctuary. You will be directed where to sit. (We will be rotat-

ing where groups gather to make sure surfaces are cleaned.) If you use the elevator, we will open the 

Clinton Street door for any services for which the elevator will be needed. 
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Services have been scheduled for: 

 Each Wednesday at 7:00 p.m. and each Thursday at 10:00 a.m. 

 

Where’s the pastor? 

 Pastor Brenda will be at the church on occasion, but will be working from home to isolate 

much of the time so that she can remain healthy for pastoral calls to hospitals or nursing homes or 

your homes if needed. If you need her, you can call, text or email. Her number is 814-881-8959 and 

her email is bmartin983@aol.com. If you need a pastoral visit for any reason, please call.  

 

What about my offering? 

 During this time of crisis, we are asking that the members of the congregation continue your 

faithful stewardship, as the work of Holy Trinity is changing, but not ceasing and we need your sup-

port. A plate will be placed in the narthex on Sundays, and in the sanctuary during weekday litur-

gies. We are exploring opportunities for online giving on our website, and there is also the US Mail.  

 

Will the church office be open? 

 Yes, we continue to be open from 8:00 a.m. until 4:00 p.m., Monday through Friday but we 

ask that you come to the office sparingly as we try to keep Tammy safe and at work. Please call 

Tammy if you have any needs or questions.  

 

Will the church building be open? 

 Yes. But we continue to try to severely limit access to the building, to keep those safe who 

are at work. We ask you to follow the following protocols so that we can track where people are in 

the building, and clean areas as appropriate.  

 

THE BUILDING WILL BE OPEN FOR PRAYER 

 We want Holy Trinity to be a sanctuary for people who need sacred space where they 

can feel safe. We are allowing people into the building to pray as long as it’s safe to continue 

this practice, but have established protocols to do this. The building is open from 8:00 a.m. 

until 4:00 p.m. If you would like to come into the church to pray, even if you have a key or 

fob, we ask that you call Tammy to tell her you’ll be arriving. Ring the buzzer at the back 

and she will open the door. (Or you can use your key or fob, if you have one, to get in.) There 

will be a sign-in sheet at the back. Please sign in with date and time. There will be sanitizing 

wipes there as well. Please take one. (We know that you will want to go down the hall to say 

hello to Tammy. Out of an abundance of caution, we ask you to not do that.) Please enter the 

chancel area via the back hallway. Lights will already be on in the chancel. Sit in one of the 

choir pews or kneel at the altar. Take as much time as you need. Wipe down whatever surfac-

es you touch. We know that this might sound extreme, but we have many people in our con-

gregation who are in high-risk categories, including those who are immunosuppressed. We 

want them to feel safe, as well, if they wish to come to the sanctuary for prayer.  

 

IF YOU NEED TO DROP SOMETHING OFF 

 If you have something to drop off at the church, please call Tammy and let her know 

your plans. She will buzz you in and have you drop something off at the back door, or she 

mailto:bmartin983@aol.com
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will meet you to accept it.  

 

THE BUILDING WILL BE OPEN FOR WORKERS AND STUDENTS WHO NEED 

WIFI ACCESS 

 We know that many people are working from home or going to school from home. 

Sometimes our home WIFI suddenly goes out or isn’t providing the bandwidth for the com-

puter work we need to do. If that should happen, and you need quick access during office 

hours, we invite you to come to the church to use our WIFI for work or school. We will man-

age where you are in the building, so that you have privacy, but so we can keep those areas 

cleaned. If you need access, please call Tammy.  

 

THE BUILDING WILL BE OPEN FOR OUR COMMUNITY GROUPS 

 We have invited our AA groups to continue to use the building at this time, although 

they know this could change if we are directed in the future to close the building to all uses. 

Beginning in September, we will also be hosting a GED class twice a week, and beginning in 

October, we will host workshops about Medicare once a week for eight weeks. All of the 

groups using our building are following protocols that we established so that everyone can 

remain as safe as possible. 

Thank You 

Dear Holy Trinity Lutheran Church 

 

 Thank you for the care package with 

the goodies and school supplies in it.  I ap-

preciate your thoughts and prayers while I 

am away at school. 

 

    Sincerely, 

    Kaitlyn Faber 

Dear Holy Trinity Lutheran Church family 

 

 Thank you for the package with all the 

goodies.  They were delicious.   

 

    Jim Shaffer 
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November Anniversaries 

 The following members of our congregation are celebrating 

anniversaries this month.  Congratulate them when you see them. 

 

Wayne and Darla Swift  61 years November 6, 1959 

Paul and Sue Bittler   49 years November 27, 1971 

Joe and Paula Banco 25 years November 25, 1995 

November Birthdays 
2   Paul Bittler 

 Sean Oros 

5  Marc Franklin 

6  Heather Wilt 

8  Linda Broadbent 

9  Jim Shaffer 

10  Marie Riley 

13  Olivia Martin-Call 

 Sharon VanKanegan 

 Robert Wilt 

14  Albert Meeker, III 

 Warren Roth 

15   Zachary Morgan 

19  Hailey McKinney 

  Beverly Richards 

20  Jonathan Oros 

 Tillie Schell 

24  Lori McEwen 

25  Rae Johnson 

28   Tyler Martin-Call 

30  David Hollenbaugh 

 
 
 

 “The Generosity Project:   
Growing in God’s Grace Generation to Generation.” 

  
 
 

In prayerful thanksgiving for the many gifts received from our Creator, I/We intend to return a gift  
 

of: $_________________   _____ Per week  _____Per month  

  

I/We authorize the electronic withdrawal of the amount stated above, weekly or monthly from:  

_____ Checking  _____ Savings  
 

(please attach a voided check or savings deposit slip)   

  

¨ I/We am unable to commit to a pledge right now but I/We will pray for the parish regularly.  

  

Name: _______________________________       Envelope #:  _________________________ 

  

Address: _____________________________       City and Zip :_________________________  

Commitment Card 
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Christmas Poinsettias 
I would like to  
 
purchase      ______ Poinsettia(s) at $9.95 each.     

   

contribute $ ______ toward decorations (greens, wreaths, swags, etc.)   

 

contribute $ ______ toward the ELCA “Domestic Disaster Response”   

 

Deadline for all orders and/or contributions is  
Sunday, November 29, 2020 

 
 
Envelope #: _____________  Total amount enclosed $ _________________. 
 
 
To the Glory of God and in Memory (deceased) of: ______________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
To the Glory of God and in Honor (living) of: __________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
To the Glory of God and in Celebration (event) of: ______________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
By: Name of Donor(s): _________________________________________________ 
 
 
I / We wish to:   _______   pick up my / our poinsettia following the liturgy on Christmas Day. 
 
 _______   have my / our poinsettia delivered to a shut-in. 
 
 

If you are interested in any of the following, please call the church office.  This is on a first 

come first served basis. 

 

Altar flowers   $20.00 for each arrangement or a total of $40.00 for both 

Columbarium flowers $20.00 for each arrangement or a total of $40.00 for both. 

  (As with all flower arrangements, you will be billed direct by the florist.) 

 

One large Christmas Tree Price will not be known until the tree is delivered. 

One small Christmas Tree Price will not be known until the tree is delivered. 

  (When the amount of the tree is known, you will be notified. 
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Evangelical Lutheran Church   

of the Holy Trinity 

One Trinity Place 

Greenville, PA  16125 

The Messenger is a publication of: 
  

The Evangelical Lutheran Church  
of the Holy Trinity 

1 Trinity Place 
Greenville, PA 16125 

724-588-8870 
 

Email address 
holytrinitygreenville@verizon.net 

 
Website: 

www.holytrinitygreenvillepa.com  
 

Staff 

Pastor: 

Pastor Brenda Martin 

 

Director of Music: 

Maidene Hackett 

 

Office Administrator: 

Tammy Williams 

 

Sexton: 

Jonathan Oros 

 

Officers of the Congregation 
 

Vice-President:  
Olivia Martin-Call 

 
Secretary:  

Marj Stubert 
 

Treasurer: 
Tammy Daniello 

 
Financial Secretary:  

Lana Mozes 
 
 

Council Members 
 

Linda Armstrong 
Mary Beth Bradley 
Tammy Daniello 

Debbie Faber 
Judy Leary 
Jim Martin 

Olivia Martin-Call 
Bob Massing 

Bob Olson 
Ed Pitcher 

Marj Stubert 
 

Office Hours: 
 

Monday - Friday 
8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

 


