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Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost
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Welcome in the name of Our Lord Jesus Christ! If you come as a visitor today, we
hope you will leave as a friend. We count it a privilege and a blessing to have you with us
in worship. If you are not presently a member of any congregation, please feel welcome
to gather with us around Jesus in this community of his disciples at Holy Trinity. Come
and worship with us again!
Invitation to Communion: Holy Communion is the body and blood of Jesus Christ by
which our Lord is truly present to forgive sin and bring life and salvation. All baptized
Christians who believe this promise are welcome to commune. Parents with children are
encouraged to come to the altar together. Children who do not yet receive communion
will receive the blessing of the Church from the Pastor.
Procedure for Communing: We will be using a form of processional communion. An
usher will release each pew to come forward at a time to avoid a long line in the aisle.
Pick up a communion cup on either side at the first pew. The pastor will place a host in
your open palm. Turn to either the left or right side to the deacon or communion assistant
to receive wine. After consuming the host and wine, pour any remaining wine into the
container, then discard your cup. Children who have not yet received their First Holy
Communion should come forward for a blessing. Please maintain social distance between
non-family members.
Gluten-free wafers are available; let Pastor know when you come forward to
receive.
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Service of Holy Communion
Significance of the Day: Conflict is a part of relationships and life in community. Jesus’
words in today's gospel are often used in situations having to do with church discipline. The
prophet Ezekiel tells of warning the wicked to turn from their ways, and Paul reminds us
that love is the fulfilling of the law. We gather in the name of Christ, assured that he is
present among us with gifts of peace and reconciliation.

Gathering
Prelude

Chorale Preludes on Lobe den Herren

Announcements
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(Walther et al)

Opening Hymn

As We Gather at Your Table

(Please be seated. We will not be singing but these words are here for your reflection.)
As we gather at your table,
as we listen to your word,
help us know, O God, your presence;
let our hearts and minds be stirred.
Nourish us with sacred story
till we claim it as our own;
teach us through this holy banquet
how to make Love's vict'ry known.
Turn our worship into witness
in the sacrament of life;
send us forth to love and serve you,
bringing peace where there is strife.
Give us, Christ, your great compassion
to forgive as you forgave;
may we still behold your image
in the world you died to save.
Gracious Spirit, help us summon
other guests to share that feast
where triumphant Love will welcome
those who had been last and least.
There no more will envy blind us
nor will pride our peace destroy,
as we join with saints and angels
to repeat the sounding joy.
(The assembly stands.)
Apostolic Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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Prayer of the Day
Let us pray.
O Lord God, enliven and preserve your church with your perpetual mercy.
Without your help, we mortals will fail; remove far from us everything that
is harmful, and lead us toward all that gives life and salvation, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
(The assembly sits.)

Word
First Reading

Ezekiel 33:7-11

A reading from Ezekiel:
7 So you, mortal, I have made a sentinel for the house of Israel;
whenever you hear a word from my mouth, you shall give them warning
from me. 8 If I say to the wicked, “O wicked ones, you shall surely die,”
and you do not speak to warn the wicked to turn from their ways, the
wicked shall die in their iniquity, but their blood I will require at your hand.
9 But if you warn the wicked to turn from their ways, and they do not turn
from their ways, the wicked shall die in their iniquity, but you will have
saved your life.
10 Now you, mortal, say to the house of Israel, Thus you have said:
“Our transgressions and our sins weigh upon us, and we waste away
because of them; how then can we live?” 11 Say to them, As I live, says the
Lord God, I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but that the
wicked turn from their ways and live; turn back, turn back from your evil
ways; for why will you die, O house of Israel?
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Psalm 119:33-40
33 Teach me, O LORD, the way | of your statutes,
and I shall keep it | to the end.
34 Give me understanding, and I shall | keep your teaching;
I shall keep it with | all my heart.
35 Lead me in the path of | your commandments,
for that is | my desire.
36 Incline my heart to | your decrees
and not to | unjust gain.
37 Turn my eyes from be- | holding falsehood;
give me life | in your way.
38 Fulfill your promise | to your servant,
which is for | those who fear you.
39 Turn away the reproach | that I dread,
because your judg- | ments are good.
40 Behold, I long for | your commandments;
by your righteousness en- | liven me.
Second Reading

Romans 13:8-14

A reading from Romans:
8 Owe no one anything, except to love one another; for the one who
loves another has fulfilled the law. 9 The commandments, “You shall not
commit adultery; You shall not murder; You shall not steal; You shall not
covet”; and any other commandment, are summed up in this word, “Love
your neighbor as yourself.” 10 Love does no wrong to a neighbor;
therefore, love is the fulfilling of the law.
11 Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment
for you to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we
became believers; 12 the night is far gone, the day is near. Let us then lay
aside the works of darkness and put on the armor of light; 13 let us live
honorably as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in debauchery
and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. 14 Instead, put on the
Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Gospel Acclamation (The assembly stands.)
Alleluia!
In Christ God was reconciling the world to himself,
entrusting the message of reconciliation to us.
Alleluia!
Gospel

Matthew 18:15-20

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eighteenth chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.
(The reading of the Gospel.)
15 AIf another member of the church sins against you, go and point
out the fault when the two of you are alone. If the member listens to you,
you have regained that one. 16 But if you are not listened to, take one or
two others along with you, so that every word may be confirmed by the
evidence of two or three witnesses. 17 If the member refuses to listen to
them, tell it to the church; and if the offender refuses to listen even to the
church, let such a one be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector. 18 Truly I
tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever
you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. 19 Again, truly I tell you, if
two of you agree on earth about anything you ask, it will be done for you
by my Father in heaven. 20 For where two or three are gathered in my
name, I am there among them.@
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
(The assembly sits.)
The Sermon

Pastor Brenda Martin
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Confession
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
whose steadfast love is everlasting,
whose faithfulness endures from generation to generation.
Amen.
Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin.
(Silence is kept for reflection. Please kneel as able.)
Reconciling God,
we confess that we do not trust your abundance,
and we deny your presence in our lives.
We place our hope in ourselves
and rely on our own efforts.
We fail to believe that you provide enough for all.
We abuse your good creation for our own benefit.
We fear difference and do not welcome others
as you have welcomed us.
We sin in thought, word, and deed.
By your grace, forgive us;
through your love, renew us;
and in your Spirit, lead us;
so that we may live and serve you in newness of life. Amen.
Beloved of God,
by the radical abundance of divine mercy
we have peace with God through ☩ Christ Jesus,
through whom we have obtained grace upon grace.
Our sins are forgiven.
Let us live now in hope.
For hope does not disappoint,
because God’s love has been poured into our hearts
through the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
(The assembly is seated.)
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Hymn of the Day

Draw Us in the Spirit’s Tether

(We will not be singing but these words are here for your reflection.)
Draw us in the Spirit's tether,
for when humbly in your name
two or three are met together,
you are in the midst of them.
Alleluia! Alleluia!
Touch we now your garment's hem.
As disciples used to gather
in the name of Christ to sup,
then with thanks to God the giver
break the bread and bless the cup,
Alleluia! Alleluia!
so now bind our friendship up.
All our meals and all our living
make as sacraments of you,
that by caring, helping, giving,
we may be disciples true.
Alleluia! Alleluia!
We will serve with faith anew.
(The assembly stands.)
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Apostles' Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
Prayers of Intercession
A:
Drawn together in the compassion of God, we pray for the church, the
world, and all those in need, responding, Lord, in your mercy, hear our
prayer.
(Brief silence)
A:

C.

Unite your church, O God. Grant us the gifts of repentance and
reconciliation. Bless the cooperative work of churches in this community.
Strengthen ecumenical partnerships; guide the work of the Lutheran World
Federation and the World Council of Churches. We pray for our bishops,
Elizabeth and Michael; our pastors, musicians, council members, worship
leaders, teachers and volunteers. Lord in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
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A:

C.
A:

C.
A:

C.
A:

C.
A:

Protect your creation, O God. Teach us ways that do not harm what you
have entrusted to our care. Renew and enliven places suffering from
drought, flood, storms, or pollution. We pray especially for areas hit by
tropical storms and hurricanes, and for areas in the American west
experiencing wildfires. Lord in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Turn nations and leaders from ways that lead to death. Shape new paths
toward peace and cooperation, teaching us to recognize one another as
neighbors. Guide legislators, civil servants, judges, and police toward laws
that protect the well-being of all. Lord in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Tend to all in need of your compassion. Hear the cries of those awaiting
justice and those yearning for forgiveness. Give community to the lonely
and neighbors to the outcast. Shelter all who are vulnerable in body, mind,
or spirit. Lord in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Sustain us in our work, O God, and give work to those who need it. Shape
societies to ensure fair treatment for all who labor. Help us to love our
neighbors in and through our work. Lord in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

C.

We remember with thanksgiving those who have died in faith. As you
equipped them, equip us with your protection and power, until with them
we see your salvation. Lord in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

A:

Are there others for whom we should pray?

P.

All these things and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust to your
mercy; through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

C:
Peace

The peace of Christ be with you always.

And also with you.

(The assembly sits.)

Meal
Music as the meal is prepared

Interlude on Salzburg
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(Schleat)

(The deacon, on behalf of the people, prays.)
Offering Prayer
Let us pray
Gracious God, you open your hand, filling our lives with all good things
and renewing the face of the earth. We offer these gifts in thanksgiving for
all that we have received from your bounty. Accept them for the sake of
him who offered his life for us, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
Prayer of Thanksgiving
Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor,
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
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Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension,
we await his coming in glory.
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord,
and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food,
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord;
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be all honor and glory, now and forever.
Amen.
Lord’s Prayer
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
Breaking of Bread
The gifts of God for the people of God. Come, for all is now ready.
(The assembly sits.)
Communion of the Faithful
Procedure for Communing: We will be using a form of processional
communion. An usher will release each pew to come forward at a time to
avoid a long line in the aisle. Pick up a communion cup on either side at
the first pew. The pastor will place a host in your open palm. Turn to either
the left or right side to the deacon or communion assistant to receive wine.
After consuming the host and wine, pour any remaining wine into the
container, then discard your cup. Children who have not yet received their
First Holy Communion should come forward for a blessing. Please
maintain social distance between non-family members.
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(Following the Communion the assembly stands for the blessing.)
Post-Communion Blessing
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and preserve
you onto eternal life.
Amen.
Prayer after Communion
Let us pray. God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation
you have united us with Christ, making us one with all your people. Now
send us forth in the power of your Spirit, that we may proclaim your
redeeming love to the world and continue forever in the risen life of Jesus
Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

Sending
Our Prayer for These Times
O God, you have called your servants to ventures of which we cannot
see the ending, by paths as yet untrodden, through perils unknown.
Give us faith to go out with good courage, not knowing where we go,
but only that your hand is leading us and your love supporting us;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Blessing
Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
Amen.
Dismissal
Go forth into the world to serve God with gladness;
be of good courage; hold fast to that which is good; render to no one evil
for evil;
strengthen the fainthearted; support the weak;
help the afflicted; honor all people;
love and serve God, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit.
Thanks be to God.
Postlude

Ode to Joy

(arr. Hopson)

(Once the pastor is at the back of the church, ushers will dismiss by row.)
14

Serving Saturday
Presiding Minister . . . . . . . . . . Pastor Brenda Martin
Pianist . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Maidene Hackett
Liturgical Deacon . . . . . . . . . . . Barbara Swartz
Serving Sunday
Presiding Minister . . . . . . . . . .
Organist . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Liturgical Deacon . . . . . . . . . . .
Communion Assistant . . . . . . .
Lector . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Head Usher . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Altar Guild . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Pastor Brenda Martin
Maidene Hackett
Linda Armstrong
Nancy McLaughlin
Carol McQueen
Bob Massing
Linda Saverino

Acknowledgments
Liturgy texts form Evangelical Lutheran Worship, © 2006 Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America. Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress under license # 15404ELW.
Song texts used by permission of One License # A-719552.
Pastors in residence:
The Rev. Julia Fraser, chaplain at St. Paul Homes
The Rev. Dr. Robert Harris, retired, Mercyhurst University
The Rev. Brian Riddle, Thiel College Campus Pastor
The Rev. Martin Roth, retired pastor, Holy Trinity Lutheran Church
The Rev. Dr. Curtis Thompson, retired, Thiel College

15

