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Faith formation for all ages
O God, you have called your servants to ventures of which we
cannot see the ending, by paths as yet untrodden, through perils
unknown. Give us faith to go out with good courage, not knowing
where we go, but only that your hand is leading us and your love
supporting us; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,
I come to you in the name of Jesus Christ, in whose name
we pray for all things.
Schools have opened, kind of, and that signals that it’s time
for the church to begin its fall programming year. The most important part of that is the beginning of Sunday School, confirmation classes and adult education.
Those things will look quite different this fall because of
the COVID-19 pandemic. Our parish education committee had
long discussions, as well as conversations with parents, about what
Sunday School and confirmation would look like this year. We are
opting to have online learning for both Sunday School and confirmation students.
Both Sunday School and confirmation will begin on Sunday, September 20. The classes will be held on Sundays at 11:00
a.m.
There will be a team of teachers who will serve Sunday
School students, and they’ll be using a new curriculum called Holy Moly, that includes a short video, the reading of a Bible story,
then various activities. Each student will receive a new Bible and a
packet of learner leaflets similar to those we’ve used in the past.
They’ll join their teachers using Zoom for their hour-long lesson.
Confirmation students will also join their teachers, Dr. Dan
Eppley and Pastor Brenda, using Zoom. There will be a new curriculum for confirmation students as well, so each student will receive materials before classes begin.
Parents of both Sunday School students and confirmation
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students will receive a letter in early September explaining how this will all work.
For adult education, we decided not to hold classes on Sunday mornings because in some
households with both Sunday School and confirmation students, that would require three different
computers linking to three different classes. Adult Bible study will be scheduled for Thursday mornings at 11:00 a.m., beginning on October 1. It will be held in the Roth Library, for those who want
to participate in person, but you can also link to the class via Zoom if you’d rather be in your home.
Our topic for Bible Study for the year will be the Top 40 (or more) stories from scripture that we
should all know.
Faith formation for all ages is one of the most important things we can attend to as a community of faith, and we hope we have an exciting year of learning ahead. The heart of faith formation
at whatever age is growing in our relationship with God.
Watch for more details about these classes in the coming weeks.
Pastor Brenda +

Vacation, Vacation, Your Secretary Needs a Vacation!
I am asking for your help. I have vacation time and in order to be able to
take it, I need office coverage.
During this time of COVID-19, social distancing, and staying away from one
another you may be leary of filling in at the office. There are actually fewer people
in the church now than ever before.
Sanitizer and wipes will be provided and you are asked to bring a mask.
I will work around your schedule when at all possible, I just need to not be
here for time away.
All that is being asked of you is to sit at the desk, answer the phone, take
messages, and smile nicely at anyone who comes in. You are also asked to bring a
book, magazine, or craft with you to fill in around the phone calls.
The days are broken in half - from 9:00 a.m. until 12:30 p.m. and 12:30 p.m. until 4:00 p.m.
If you are willing to help, please call me and we will discuss dates.
Thanking you in advance for your assistance.
Peace,
Tammy

God’s Work Our Hands Sunday
On Sunday, September 13, the congregation of Holy Trinity, Greenville, will join thousands
of Lutherans from thousands of ELCA congregations in the U.S. in a day of service.
Participating in God’s Work Our Hands Sunday is challenging during a time of pandemic,
but we have found projects that we hope everyone can participate in, including those who are sheltering in place in their homes.
Good Shepherd Center — We will be helping to sort food and sort clothing at both the shelter’s
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food ministry and its store. Marj Stubert will help coordinate workers. We need about 5-6 people at
each location.
Downtown cleanup — We will be doing some outdoor cleanup and weeding at several downtown
locations at sites identified for us by Greenville Borough. Linda and Barry Oman will help coordinate workers. They will form small teams (families would work together as a team, for instance) to
serve together so that social distancing is possible. It would be great to have about 25 people volunteer for this service.
Care packages for our military and college students — For those who are unable to volunteer
that Sunday, we are sending care packages to our members of the military and college students. We
ask you to donate snack items, paper products (little notebooks, pens, pencils, markers, sticky
notes), or other items you think they’d like. We have six members of the military and 14 college
students. Drop off your donations at worship on Saturdays or Sundays, or drop them off during the
week from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. when the office is open. We will need about five volunteers on
Sunday, September 13, to help package those items. A letter from the congregation will be included
in their packages.
Advocacy — As we did last year, we will make available advocacy letters from our ELCA Advocacy Office in Washington, D.C., that you can personalize. We will then send them to the appropriate
officials. We don’t know yet what the ELCA Advocacy Office will provide, although the top priority of the ELCA is hunger/feeding issues, so it is likely that will be one of the options.
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Church Picnic Cancelled
Our congregational council decided at its August meeting to cancel the church picnic, which
was scheduled for September 20 at Pymatuning State Park, because the risk of COVID-19 is too
great.
Last fall, the council planned big changes for this year’s picnic. The location was moved to
Riverside Park, where we planned to hold our Sunday morning worship outside in the amphitheater,
then move to a pavilion for both our Sunday School rally day and lunch. In April, the borough cancelled all events scheduled for Riverside Park for the year, so we moved the location to Pymatuning.
However, the council decided that gathering in an enclosed pavilion and eating a potluck
lunch were high-risk activities.
While cancelling the picnic is a disappointment, everyone’s safety is a higher priority. We
are hopeful that by fall of 2021 the pandemic will have waned and we will again be able to gather
with worship, fun and food.

Coronavirus Q&A
About worship
We will continue to worship on Saturday evenings at 5:30 p.m. in Trinity Hall downstairs,
and on Sunday mornings at 9:30 a.m. both in person in our nave and online. While we are back in
the building on Sundays, we continue to offer live-streamed worship on both our website,
www.holytrinitygreenvillepa.com, and our Facebook page. https://www.facebook.com/
HolyTrinityGreenville for those who don’t yet feel safe in returning to in-person worship.
We will continue to offer daily Eucharist services in small groups of no more than 15 people
for those who wish to return to the sacramental life of receiving Holy Communion without the risk
of a larger gathering. Each week, we will worship on Wednesday evenings at 7:00 p.m. and Thursday mornings at 10:00 a.m. Please call the church office to schedule a time.
About singing and music during worship
Sadly, we are unable to sing at this time because the risk is too great.
However, Maidene has lined up cantors who will sing two hymns on Sunday mornings while
we meditate on the words. We are thankful to those singers for adding to our worship in this way.
While the choir is unable to meet, Maidene has also sent the church’s handbells to the manufacturer in Philadelphia to be refurbished, and will be putting together a handbell choir to occasionally play during worship. Please see Maidene if you would like to be a part of this group.
Hymns are the song of God’s people, and God’s people have been lifting their voices in
praise, prayer and lament for thousands of years. (Think of the psalms, the sung prayer of the ancient people of faith!) We look forward to the day when we can return to singing together safely.
Until then, we thank Maidene for being creative in the use of cantors and handbells to lift up our
song when we can’t use our voices.
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Would you like to receive communion at home?
While many in our congregation have returned to in-person worship and the sacramental life,
we know that some of you do not feel the situation is safe enough for you to attend.
We are working on ways to bring the sacrament to your homes so that you can also return to
the sacramental life. If you are interested in having the bread consecrated during our weekend liturgies dropped off at your house, along with a sheet of paper that contains the words you say, please
let Tammy know in the church office. We are compiling a list of people who would like to receive
communion in this way.
Worship in our church building
We continue to use the best possible guidance from the CDC and our state health department
to manage the risk as we gather in person.
Masks (except while communing) and social distancing will be required at all services during
the week.
The liturgy at this time will be spoken only. There will be communion. There will be music,
but we will be cautious and follow health guidelines about singing. If there is any singing, it will be
minimal.
Other details for how we’ll worship on Sundays:
 We ask you to use the front entrance to the church. Doors will be open so that door handles will not have to be touched. We ask that only people who need to use the lift or who
need the smaller set of stairs use the Clinton Street entrance.
 We will use full-service bulletins. Hymnals and all other materials have been removed
from the pews.
 There will be a location to place your offering as you enter the building.
 We will keep a record of everyone in attendance so that if someone becomes exposed to
the coronavirus, you can be notified and we can give information to health officials for
proper contact tracing.
 We ask that if you attend a service and become ill, you notify us and health officials immediately.
 One restroom, by the drinking fountains, will be available for use, and will be wiped
down after each use.
Other details for how we’ll worship on Saturdays:
 We ask you to use the office entrance to the church and use the rear staircase to go down
to Trinity Hall. We ask that only people who need to use the lift use the Clinton Street entrance.
 We will use full-service bulletins.
 A basket will be placed near the entrance to the room for your offering.
 We ask you to use the restroom near the rear office door if needed.
 We will keep a record of everyone in attendance so that if someone becomes exposed to
the coronavirus, you can be notified and we can give information to health officials for
proper contact tracing.
 We ask that if you attend a service and become ill, you notify us and health officials im5

mediately.
We continue to watch how the COVID-19 infection rates move in Mercer County with the
opening of many offices, stores and restaurants, and we will adjust how we worship to minimize
health risks as much as possible.
Weekday communion services
For those who do not feel safe being in a large group but want to return to receiving Holy
Communion, we will continue offering daily services at which we will celebrate the sacrament. Services will be about 25 minutes. No more than 15 people can be in attendance at a service.
We ask that you call Tammy in the church office, 724-588-8870, to reserve a slot, so that we
can keep the number of those in attendance below 15.
As with the Sunday gatherings, in accordance with the CDC and other health guidelines,
masks (except while communing) and social distancing will be required.
We ask you to enter the church using the rear office entrance. Use the back hallway on the
left (toward the sacristy) to enter the sanctuary. You will be directed where to sit. (We will be rotating where groups gather to make sure surfaces are cleaned.) If you use the elevator, we will open the
Clinton Street door for any services for which the elevator will be needed.
Services have been scheduled for:
Each Wednesday at 7:00 p.m. and each Thursday at 10:00 a.m.
Where’s the pastor?
Pastor Brenda will be at the church on occasion, but will be working from home to isolate
much of the time so that she can remain healthy for pastoral calls to hospitals or nursing homes or
your homes if needed. If you need her, you can call, text or email. Her number is 814-881-8959 and
her email is bmartin983@aol.com. If you need a pastoral visit for any reason, please call.
What about my offering?
During this time of crisis, we are asking that the members of the congregation continue your
faithful stewardship, as the work of Holy Trinity is changing, but not ceasing and we need your support. A plate will be placed in the narthex on Sundays, and in the sanctuary during weekday liturgies. We are exploring opportunities for online giving on our website, and there is also the US Mail.
Will the church office be open?
Yes, we continue to be open from 8:00 a.m. until 4:00 p.m., Monday through Friday but we
ask that you come to the office sparingly as we try to keep Tammy safe and at work. Please call
Tammy if you have any needs or questions.
Will the church building be open?
Yes. But we continue to try to severely limit access to the building, to keep those safe who
are at work. We ask you to follow the following protocols so that we can track where people are in
the building, and clean areas as appropriate.
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THE BUILDING WILL BE OPEN FOR PRAYER
We want Holy Trinity to be a sanctuary for people who need sacred space where they
can feel safe. We are allowing people into the building to pray as long as it’s safe to continue
this practice, but have established protocols to do this. The building is open from 8:00 a.m.
until 4:00 p.m. If you would like to come into the church to pray, even if you have a key or
fob, we ask that you call Tammy to tell her you’ll be arriving. Ring the buzzer at the back
and she will open the door. (Or you can use your key or fob, if you have one, to get in.)
There will be a sign-in sheet at the back. Please sign in with date and time. There will be sanitizing wipes there as well. Please take one. (We know that you will want to go down the hall
to say hello to Tammy. Out of an abundance of caution, we ask you to not do that.) Please
enter the chancel area via the back hallway. Lights will already be on in the chancel. Sit in
one of the choir pews or kneel at the altar. Take as much time as you need. Wipe down whatever surfaces you touch. We know that this might sound extreme, but we have many people
in our congregation who are in high-risk categories, including those who are immunosuppressed. We want them to feel safe, as well, if they wish to come to the sanctuary for prayer.
IF YOU NEED TO DROP SOMETHING OFF
If you have something to drop off at the church, please call Tammy and let her know
your plans. She will buzz you in and have you drop something off at the back door, or she
will meet you to accept it.
THE BUILDING WILL BE OPEN FOR WORKERS AND STUDENTS WHO NEED
WIFI ACCESS
We know that many people are working from home or going to school from home.
Sometimes our home WIFI suddenly goes out or isn’t providing the bandwidth for the computer work we need to do. If that should happen, and you need quick access during office
hours, we invite you to come to the church to use our WIFI for work or school. We will manage where you are in the building, so that you have privacy, but so we can keep those areas
cleaned. If you need access, please call Tammy.
THE BUILDING WILL BE OPEN FOR OUR COMMUNITY GROUPS
We have invited our AA groups to continue to use the building at this time, although
they know this could change if we are directed in the future to close the building to all uses.
Beginning in September, we will also be hosting a GED class twice a week, and beginning in
October, we will host workshops about Medicare once a week for eight weeks. All of the
groups using our building are following protocols that we established so that everyone can
remain as safe as possible.
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An Update on Stewardship
The circumstances of this year have been especially challenging financially for many churches. Your faithful stewardship, however, has been remarkable. Even while we were worshiping online from March through June, you continued to send
or drop off your offerings.
We have experienced a slight decline in giving during the
summer months, which is typical for most other years.
The work of the church has certainly changed this year,
and while it is different, the work is ongoing. We ask you to continue your faithful stewardship at this time so that our giving
continues to support our ministry.
In March, we froze spending in many areas of our budget
because we couldn’t see clearly how the shutdown that closed
many businesses would affect us. While our spending decreased in the spring, as fall programming
begins, we are buying new materials for our Sunday School and confirmation students. We have also spent in different areas that were unexpected as our response to the pandemic.
Thank you for continuing to support the ministry at Holy Trinity during these unprecedented
times. Your giving supports our ministry of education, worship and outreach to our neighbors.

New Technology for Live-Streaming
You might have noticed that our live-streaming has looked a little different for the last couple of weeks. That’s because we have new equipment in our balcony to record our services, thanks
to a gift we received from the Harnett Trust, a trust that manages the estate left by the late Jean Harnett, a long-time member at Holy Trinity.
New cameras are allowing us to zoom in on the lectern, the pulpit and the altar area. They
would also allow us to zoom in to the baptistry during a baptism. New computers should soon allow
us to have opening and closing screens with Holy Trinity’s name and ending credits and copyright
permissions for streaming of liturgical texts and music.
We continue to work on improving the audio. The best way to do that will be to try to tie the
equipment into our existing microphone system. Reeves Information Technology, which has done
all of the work to get us this equipment and get it working, is still working on an audio solution that
works for us.
We give thanks that Jean Harnett has remembered her church in establishment of the Harnett
Trust, and we continue to receive gifts thanks to her stewardship.
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From Our Director of Music
This is the corollary to the article published in the July 2020 issue; both contain information
about the newest organ stop, the zimbelstern.
First, on behalf of the assembly of Holy Trinity a thank you is extended to Ruth and Henry
Heil for their gift of this organ addition - the stop and its installation. It is a welcome addition to the
neo-Baroque Casavant. The idea was Henry's after he saw and heard the zimbelstern at their niece's
church in Michigan while attending a tree planting for his late brother. Although heard before by the
couple, Henry especially had not seen one as up close and personally as the zimbelstern sits on top
of the organ chest at that church. Thank you also to Tim Hemry for its installation, his final work on
the Casavant and to Ed Pitcher for facilitating Tim's work and arranging the complementary carpentry.
Second, the zimbelstern was manufactured by Klann Organ Supply. The business' founder,
August Klann, immigrated to San Francisco in 1898. A cabinet maker by trade, he soon was employed by a pipe organ builder in northern California. Following the devastation of quake and fire in
1906, he relocated the business to Alliance, Ohio in 1910. Another move to Basic, Virginia, later
named Waynesboro, Virginia, enabled him to continue woodworking and a general expansion of
organ components other than cabinetry. The company was directed by August's son, Paul Klann,
when he became president in 1952; in 1995, August's grandson, Phil, took the reins. Its 83mA motor operates on 12 volts is seven inches in height, ten inches square, and is sounded by use of a toe
stud, a piston located near the pedal board. The placement of the zimbelstern was determined so that
all might see, hear, and appreciate as it had been buried at the back of the Great pipe chamber.
The dedication of this unique gift is expected in the very near future. Thanks again to donors, installer, and facilitator.
Maidene Hackett, DOM

Opportunities for Advocacy
Pastor Brenda has been elected as the secretary of the policy council for Pennsylvania Lutheran Advocacy Ministry in Pennsylvania. Her term on the executive team begins September 1.
LAMPa advocates for public policy that is in line with our Lutheran understanding of scripture’s call to love our neighbors as ourselves. The top priority of LAMPa has been and continues to
be hunger issues. LAMPa has advocated for increased funding for school food programs, increased
funding for WIC and Access Card programs, and other food-related public policy.
Last year as part of God’s Work Our Hands Sunday, we used advocacy templates to write
letters to our legislators. Some of those participating were thankful for the opportunity, saying they
wanted to speak out and help, but didn’t know what to do on their own.
There are opportunities to write such letters all year long. LAMPa will send you emails with
links to ELCA advocacy letters. You can add one paragraph to an already composed letter, adding
9

your experience and thoughts as a Lutheran Christian, and based on your address, the letter will be
automatically emailed to your state and federal elected officials (depending on which legislative
bodies are taking up specific public policy). It’s easy and only takes a few minutes. (Just for your
information, Pastor Brenda does this just about every week that legislatures are in session.)
If you’d like to receive these emails and be an advocate for public policy, please let Pastor
Brenda know.

Building Use Beginning This Fall
When we were shutting down our building in March and canceling in-person worship because of the COVID-19 pandemic, our church council decided that if the need arose, we wanted to
offer our building for community use if it was needed to treat medical patients or be a feeding center
or meet any other community needs in the service of our love for our neighbors.
While the need to use our building never arose at that time, as fall programming begins in the
community, and as other organizations have closed their facilities to outside groups, we will be
hosting two new groups in our building this fall.
We will be hosting a GED class twice a week beginning in September taught by the Grove
City Education Center for adults. They will be meeting Tuesday and Thursday evenings. The classes will be held year-round.
We will also be hosting Medicare seminars on Wednesday mornings during October and November for people who are about to be eligible for Medicare Insurance. The classes are sponsored
by Bittel & Company Insurance and will be taught by our church member Larry Franklin.
We ask all of our outside groups to follow the same guidelines we use for worship in terms
of wearing masks and maintaining physical distance. We also ask our groups to maintain attendance
records so that if someone is exposed to the COVID-19 virus, they can help health officials with
contact tracing.
We have tried to space groups on different days in different parts of the building, and they
have agreed to use certain doors, certain stairways and certain restrooms, so they we can remain on
top of appropriate cleaning methods.
We are pleased to be able to invite community groups into our building and use our building
as a true community center, as long as we can mitigate the risks of the virus. These two groups join
our two AA groups that continue to use space at Holy Trinity on Sundays and Tuesdays.

Giving Update as of July 31, 2020
Planned & Non-planned Giving
Budgeted Year-to-Date
Received Year-to-Date
Giving Surplus Year-to-Date

Congregational Growth Fund
Budgeted Year-to-Date
Received Year-to-Date
Shortfall Year-to-Date

$ 131,628
$ 131,799
$
171
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$
$
$

12,000
2,304
4,696

Make Sure You’re Counted in the Census
We received notice that Mercer County’s self-response rate to the Census has been low. It’s
important that every person be counted, because funding for various Mercer County programs is
dependent upon the number of people who are counted.
For every person counted, Mercer County gets $2,000 a year to help programs like Head
Start, Early Head Start, WIC, LIHEAP, Weatherization and SNAP. Community infrastructure,
emergency services and hospitals also depend on funding that is calculated with Census numbers.
Be counted and complete the Census today.
Every person counted equals $2,000 per year that Mercer County gets to help programs continue. For every person NOT counted, that is $2,000 per year that Mercer County loses. When a
family of five completes the Census, they have done their part in bringing in $10,000 per year into
Mercer County and helping to continue these services.
Remember that everyone in your house gets counted, including babies, grandparents or
aunts or uncles staying with you, and anyone living with you even if it is temporary.
To be counted, go to https://my2020census.gov/login. If you don’t have a computer, call toll
-free to 844-330-2020.

You Could Get Rent Relief
Are you behind in your rent? Were you unemployed after March 1 this year or did your
work hours get reduced? Did you lose 30 percent of your monthly income?
You might be eligible for rent relief through the Rental Relief Program.
The Community Action Partnership in Mercer County established the Rent Relief Program
beginning in July. You can receive up to $750 a month for up to six months.
To apply:
 Go online to https://phfa.org/pacares/ to see income guidelines and complete application.
 Email your application to rentassist@capmercer.org or mail to CAPMC, 75 S. Dock St.,
Sharon, PA 16146.
 Contact Community Action Partnership of Mercer County for an application if you do
not have computer access. Call at 724-342-6222, ext. 18. Leave your first and last name,
full address and phone number.
Please use this information for yourself or pass it on to someone else who you know needs
help.
The application period ends on September 30.
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Harvest Weekend
Saturday and Sunday,

October 3 and 4, 2020
Please remember to bring

CANNED GOODS
as a Special Offering for the

Good Shepherd Center

Good Shepherd September Request
The Good Shepherd Center is our church community social service agency that supports the needs of
many in the area. The Good Shepherd Center's request
for Holy Trinity for September is pasta, rice, or dried
grains. Donations may be placed in the mar ked box
in the cloister.
Please note that Hand Sanitizer, masks, and wipes are also requested by the Good Shepherd Center.
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Second Mile Giving for September - Lutheran World Relief

(Flying Quilts shipping costs)
Each month we offer the opportunity for our members to reach out into the greater community to those who are seeking to minister to people with specific needs through our Second Mile Giving – our financial gifts beyond our regular offerings.
Picture yourself after the Tsunami in Japan - your home has been washed away - your whole
neighborhood – your whole town - is gone and you are forced to start over with no possessions.
Imagine someone coming and giving you a quilt that can keep you warm at night - something
that you can call your own - along with the food and clothes that you have received - a “security
blanket” that is all yours, from people you don’t even know - friends at Holy Trinity Lutheran
Church in Greenville, PA.
Members of the Flying Quilts group use their gifts and give of their time to make these
quilts. But we must see that they get to where they are needed. That is where you and I come in!
Money raised this month will be used to mail the quilts with the remainder of the money going direct to Lutheran World Relief.
All Second Mile contributions received during the month of September will be given to the
designated cause.

September

Birthdays
1
3
4
7
8
11
12
15
17
18
21
24
27

Dayna Gainor
Alex Mozes
Wayne Swift
John Logan
Michael Balas
Brandon Stubert
Bonnie Long
Mary Alice Dean
Sue Bittler
Neal Lineman
Sara Newton
Esther Wasser
Lee Barrall
Mary Beth Bradley
Matthew Logan
Mike McKinney

September Anniversaries
The following members of our congregation are celebrating
anniversaries this month. Congratulate them when you see them.
George and Donna Brecht
David and Dolly Lineman
Jake and Jamie Miller
Nick and Betsy Hildebrand
Ken and Lori McEwen
Paul and Debbie Yoos
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33 years
30 years
8 years
20 years
17 years
36 years

September 5, 1987
September 15, 1990
September 15, 2012
September 23, 2000
September 27, 2003
September 29, 1984
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