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Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost
August 29 and 30, 2020
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Welcome in the name of Our Lord Jesus Christ! If you come as a visitor today, we
hope you will leave as a friend. We count it a privilege and a blessing to have you with us
in worship. If you are not presently a member of any congregation, please feel welcome
to gather with us around Jesus in this community of his disciples at Holy Trinity. Come
and worship with us again!
Invitation to Communion: Holy Communion is the body and blood of Jesus Christ by
which our Lord is truly present to forgive sin and bring life and salvation. All baptized
Christians who believe this promise are welcome to commune. Parents with children are
encouraged to come to the altar together. Children who do not yet receive communion
will receive the blessing of the Church from the Pastor.
Procedure for Communing: We will be using a form of processional communion. An
usher will release each pew to come forward at a time to avoid a long line in the aisle.
Pick up a communion cup on either side at the first pew. The pastor will place a host in
your open palm. Turn to either the left or right side to the deacon or communion assistant
to receive wine. After consuming the host and wine, pour any remaining wine into the
container, then discard your cup. Children who have not yet received their First Holy
Communion should come forward for a blessing. Please maintain social distance between
non-family members.
Gluten-free wafers are available; let Pastor know when you come forward to
receive.
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Service of Holy Communion
Significance of the Day: The prophet Jeremiah speaks of the incurable wound of his
suffering yet finds in God’s words the delight of his heart. When Peter doesn’t grasp Jesus’
words about suffering, Jesus tells the disciples they will find their lives in losing them. Such
sacrificial love is described by Paul when he urges us to associate with the lowly and not
repay evil with evil. In worship we gather as a community that we might offer ourselves for
the sake of our suffering world.

Gathering
Prelude

Hymn variations on Selenbrautigam

(Peeters et al)

(The assembly stands as the ministers enter.)
Confession
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
whose steadfast love is everlasting,
whose faithfulness endures from generation to generation.
Amen.
Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.
Reconciling God,
we confess that we do not trust your abundance,
and we deny your presence in our lives.
We place our hope in ourselves
and rely on our own efforts.
We fail to believe that you provide enough for all.
We abuse your good creation for our own benefit.
We fear difference and do not welcome others
as you have welcomed us.
We sin in thought, word, and deed.
By your grace, forgive us;
through your love, renew us;
and in your Spirit, lead us;
so that we may live and serve you in newness of life. Amen.
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Beloved of God,
by the radical abundance of divine mercy
we have peace with God through ☩ Christ Jesus,
through whom we have obtained grace upon grace.
Our sins are forgiven.
Let us live now in hope.
For hope does not disappoint,
because God’s love has been poured into our hearts
through the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Opening Hymn

By Gracious Powers

(Please be seated. We will not be singing but these words are here for your reflection.)
By gracious pow'rs so wonderfully sheltered,
and confidently waiting come what may,
we know that God is with us night and morning,
and never fails to greet us each new day.
Yet is this heart by its old foe tormented,
still evil days bring burdens hard to bear;
oh, give our frightened souls the sure salvation,
for which, O Lord, you taught us to prepare.
And when this cup you give is filled to brimming
with bitter suff'ring, hard to understand,
we take it thankfully and without trembling
out of so good and so beloved a hand.
Yet when again in this same world you give us
the joy we had, the brightness of your sun,
we shall remember all the days we lived through
and our whole life shall then be yours alone.
By gracious pow'rs so faithfully protected,
so quietly, so wonderfully near,
we live each day in hope, with you beside us,
and go with you through ev'ry coming year.
4

(The assembly stands.)
Apostolic Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
Prayer of the Day
Let us pray.
O God, we thank you for your Son, who chose the path of suffering for the
sake of the world. Humble us by his example, point us to the path of
obedience, and give us strength to follow your commands, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
(The assembly sits.)

Word
First Reading

Jeremiah 15:15-21

A reading from Jeremiah:
15 O Lord, you know;
remember me and visit me,
and bring down retribution for me on my persecutors.
In your forbearance do not take me away;
know that on your account I suffer insult.
16 Your words were found, and I ate them,
and your words became to me a joy
and the delight of my heart;
for I am called by your name,
O Lord, God of hosts.
17 I did not sit in the company of merrymakers,
nor did I rejoice;
under the weight of your hand I sat alone,
for you had filled me with indignation.
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18 Why is my pain unceasing,
my wound incurable,
refusing to be healed?
Truly, you are to me like a deceitful brook,
like waters that fail.
19 Therefore thus says the Lord:
If you turn back, I will take you back,
and you shall stand before me.
If you utter what is precious, and not what is worthless,
you shall serve as my mouth.
It is they who will turn to you,
not you who will turn to them.
a fortified wall of bronze;
they will fight against you,
but they shall not prevail over you,
for I am with you
to save you and deliver you,
says the Lord.
21 I will deliver you out of the hand of the wicked,
and redeem you from the grasp of the ruthless.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Psalm 26:1-8
1 Give judgment for me, O LORD, for I have lived with integrity;
I have trusted in the LORD and have not faltered.
2 Test me, O LORD, and try me;
examine my heart and my mind.
3 For your steadfast love is before my eyes;
I have walked faithfully with you.
4 I have not sat with the worthless,
nor do I consort with the deceitful.
5 I have hated the company of evildoers;
I will not sit down with the wicked.
6 I will wash my hands in innocence, O LORD,
that I may go in procession round your altar,
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7 singing aloud a song of thanksgiving
and recounting all your wonderful deeds.
8 LORD, I love the house in which you dwell
and the place where your glory abides.
do not abandon the works of your hands.
Second Reading

Romans 12:9-21

A reading from Romans:
9 Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; 10
love one another with mutual affection; outdo one another in showing
honor. 11 Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in spirit, serve the Lord. 12 Rejoice
in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer. 13 Contribute to the
needs of the saints; extend hospitality to strangers.
14 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. 15
Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep. 16 Live in
harmony with one another; do not be haughty, but associate with the lowly;
do not claim to be wiser than you are. 17 Do not repay anyone evil for evil,
but take thought for what is noble in the sight of all. 18 If it is possible, so
far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all. 19 Beloved, never avenge
yourselves, but leave room for the wrath of God; for it is written,
“Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord.” 20 No, “if your enemies
are hungry, feed them; if they are thirsty, give them something to drink; for
by doing this you will heap burning coals on their heads.” 21 Do not be
overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Gospel Acclamation (The assembly stands.)
Alleluia!
May the God of our Lord Jesus Christ enlighten the eyes of our hearts,
so that we may know the hope to which God has called us.
Alleluia!
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Gospel

Matthew 16:21-28

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the sixteenth chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.
(The reading of the Gospel.)
21 From that time on, Jesus began to show his disciples that he must
go to Jerusalem and undergo great suffering at the hands of the elders and
chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised. 22
And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, AGod forbid it,
Lord! This must never happen to you.@ 23 But he turned and said to Peter,
AGet behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to me; for you are
setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.@
24 Then Jesus told his disciples, AIf any want to become my
followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me.
25 For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose
their life for my sake will find it. 26 For what will it profit them if they gain
the whole world but forfeit their life? Or what will they give in return for
their life?
27 AFor the Son of Man is to come with his angels in the glory of his
Father, and then he will repay everyone for what has been done. 28 Truly I
tell you, there are some standing here who will not taste death before they
see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.@
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
(The assembly sits.)
The Sermon

Pastor Brenda Martin

(The assembly remains seated.)
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Hymn of the Day

Come, Follow Me, the Savior Spake

(We will not be singing but these words are here for your reflection.)
"Come, follow me," the Savior spake,
"all in my way abiding;
deny yourselves, the world forsake,
obey my call and guiding.
Oh, bear the cross, whate'er betide;
take my example for your guide."
"I am the light; I light the way,
a godly life displaying;
I bid you walk as in the day;
I keep your feet from straying.
I am the way, and well I show
how you should sojourn here below."
"I teach you how to shun and flee
what harms your soul's salvation;
from ev'ry guile your heart to free,
from sin and its temptation.
I am the refuge of the soul
and lead you to your heav'nly goal."
Then let us follow Christ, our Lord,
and take the cross appointed,
and, firmly clinging to his word,
in suffering be undaunted.
For those who bear the battle's strain
the crown of heav'nly life obtain.
(The assembly stands.)
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Apostles' Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
Prayers of Intercession
A:
Confident of your care and helped by the Holy Spirit, we pray for the
church, the world, and all who are in need, responding “Lord in your
mercy, hear our prayer.”
(Brief silence)
A:

C.

God of faithfulness, you bid your people to follow Jesus. Set the mind of
your church on divine things. Grant us trust in you, that we lose our lives
for the sake of Christ and thereby discover joy in life through him. We pray
for our bishops, Elizabeth and Michael; for our pastors, musicians and
worship leaders; for our teachers and for our students. Lord in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
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A:

C.
A:

C.
A:

C.
A:

C.
A:

God of wonder, the earth is yours and all that is in it. Heal your creation
and give us eyes to see the world as you do. As the seasons change, pattern
the rhythm of our lives in harmony with all creation. We pray for farmers
who are harvesting that which has been growing. Grant them fair wages for
their labor in fields and in milking barns. Lord in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
God of all nations, you call us to live peaceably with all. Give us ears to
hear one another, even those we name as enemies. Fill all leaders with
mercy and understanding, that they advocate and genuinely care for those
who are poor and most vulnerable in their communities. Lord in your
mercy,
hear our prayer.
God of salvation, you promise to deliver us. Give those who suffer a strong
sense of your presence and love. Accompany those who are uncertain, raise
the spirits of those who are despairing, and heal the sick. Lord in your
mercy,
hear our prayer.
God of community, you call us to rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering,
and persevere in prayer. Make our congregation a workshop of your love.
When we quarrel, bring reconciliation. Help us overcome evil with good.
Guide us as we prepare to begin another season of faith formation learning
for all ages. Lord in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

C.

God of all grace, you give us everlasting life. In love we recall your holy
ones who now live in your undying light. In our remembering, give us a
foretaste of the feast to come. Lord in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

A:

Are there others for whom we should pray?

P.

In the certain hope that nothing can separate us from your love, we offer
these prayers to you; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

C:
Peace

The peace of Christ be with you always.
(The assembly sits.)
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And also with you.

Meal
Music as the meal is prepared

Interlude on Dennis

(Young)

(The deacon, on behalf of the people, prays.)
Offering Prayer
Let us pray
Gracious God, you open your hand, filling our lives with all good things
and renewing the face of the earth. We offer these gifts in thanksgiving for
all that we have received from your bounty. Accept them for the sake of
him who offered his life for us, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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Prayer of Thanksgiving
Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor,
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension,
we await his coming in glory.
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord,
and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food,
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord;
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be all honor and glory, now and forever.
Amen.
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Lord’s Prayer
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
Breaking of Bread
The gifts of God for the people of God. Come, for all is now ready.
(The assembly sits.)
Communion of the Faithful
Procedure for Communing: We will be using a form of processional
communion. An usher will release each pew to come forward at a time to
avoid a long line in the aisle. Pick up a communion cup on either side at
the first pew. The pastor will place a host in your open palm. Turn to either
the left or right side to the deacon or communion assistant to receive wine.
After consuming the host and wine, pour any remaining wine into the
container, then discard your cup. Children who have not yet received their
First Holy Communion should come forward for a blessing. Please
maintain social distance between non-family members.
(Following the Communion the assembly stands for the blessing.)
Post-Communion Blessing
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and preserve
you onto eternal life.
Amen.
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Prayer after Communion
Let us pray. God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation
you have united us with Christ, making us one with all your people. Now
send us forth in the power of your Spirit, that we may proclaim your
redeeming love to the world and continue forever in the risen life of Jesus
Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

Sending
Our Prayer for These Times
O God, you have called your servants to ventures of which we cannot
see the ending, by paths as yet untrodden, through perils unknown.
Give us faith to go out with good courage, not knowing where we go,
but only that your hand is leading us and your love supporting us;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Blessing
Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
Amen.
Dismissal
Go forth into the world to serve God with gladness;
be of good courage; hold fast to that which is good; render to no one evil
for evil;
strengthen the fainthearted; support the weak;
help the afflicted; honor all people;
love and serve God, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit.
Thanks be to God.
Postlude

Finale on Blott en Dag

(Leonard)

(Once the pastor is at the back of the church, ushers will dismiss by row.)
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