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O God, you have called your servants to ventures of which we
cannot see the ending, by paths as yet untrodden, through perils
unknown. Give us faith to go out with good courage, not knowing
where we go, but only that your hand is leading us and your love
supporting us; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,
I come to you in the name of Jesus Christ, who promised to
bring us new life.
In story after story that we are hearing during worship this
summer, we hear about how God continues to be in relationship
with the beloved community of the church. We hear again and
again how Jesus forms followers through the stories and parables
that he tells, and with mighty acts that show how new life flows
from this Christ, son of God.
We have been hearing, and will continue to hear, Jesus talk
about the “kingdom of heaven,” about the life that comes forth
from a small seed, a little yeast, or a treasure hidden in a field.
We’ll hear the first weekend in August about how Jesus brings the
abundance of God to a hungry crowd with just a little bread and a
couple of fish.
Maybe that is an appropriate lesson to hear on that weekend
as we add our Saturday evening worship back into our schedule,
and will be back at the table to receive a meal that Jesus spreads
for us.
God works in small, hidden things here and now. We think
of God’s acts as mighty and miraculous, but sometimes those
works of God seem small but can be life-changing. What treasures
have we received that allow us to see the kingdom of heaven right
in front of us?
As this summer begins to wind down in August and we prepare for school to start and colleges to open and we anticipate our
church’s program year beginning, we are unsure how all of that
will look in the midst of global pandemic, and we might have fear
and doubt about the road ahead.
Yet amidst the storms of life, and this is certainly one of
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them, Jesus walks toward us, calming the waves and pointing us toward the kingdom of heaven.
God continues to come close.
Where are we seeing God come close today?
Pastor Brenda +

Coronavirus Q&A
About worship
We will continue to worship on Sunday mornings at 9:30 a.m. both in person and online.
While we are back in the building on Sundays, we continue to offer live-streamed worship on both
our website, www.holytrinitygreenvillepa.com, and our Facebook page. https://www.facebook.com/
HolyTrinityGreenville for those who don’t yet feel safe in returning to in-person worship.
We will add our Saturday evening service back into our schedule on August 1. Saturday worship will begin in Trinity Hall downstairs, so that we will not have to add an overnight cleaning of
the sanctuary before Sunday worship.
We will continue to offer daily Eucharist services in small groups of no more than 15 people
for those who wish to return to the sacramental life of receiving Holy Communion without the risk
of a larger gathering. Each week, we will worship on Wednesday evenings at 7 p.m. and Thursday
mornings at 10 a.m. Please call the church office to schedule a time.
Worship in our church building
We continue to use the best possible guidance from the CDC and our state health department
to manage the risk as we gather in person.
Masks (except while communing) and social distancing will be required at all services during the week.
The liturgy at this time will be spoken only. There will be communion. There will be music,
but we will be cautious and follow health guidelines about singing. If there is any singing, it will be
minimal.
Other details of how we’ll worship on Sundays:
• We ask you to use the front entrance to the church. Doors will be open so that door handles will not have to be touched. We ask that only people who need to use the lift or who
need the smaller set of stairs use the Clinton Street entrance.
• We will use full-service bulletins. Hymnals and all other materials have been removed
from the pews.
• There will be a location to place your offering as you enter the building.
• We will keep a record of everyone in attendance so that if someone becomes exposed to
the coronavirus, you can be notified and we can give information to health officials for
proper contact tracing.
• We ask that if you attend a service and become ill, you notify us and health officials immediately.
• One restroom, by the drinking fountains, will be available for use, and will be wiped
down after each use. We continue to watch how the Covid-19 infection rates move in
Mercer County with the opening of many offices, stores and restaurants, and we will adjust how we worship to minimize health risks as much as possible.
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Live-streamed worship
We continue to live-stream the worship for those who will not feel safe gathering in a larger
group. In the next few weeks, we will upgrade to permanent equipment (we’ve been using our own
laptops and phones) that will allow us to do some new things to make the experience better for those
who are joining from home.
The worship will continue to be available on our website, www.holytrinitygreenvillepa.com,
and our Facebook page. We are also setting up a YouTube channel where all of our worship will
begin to be located.
Weekday communion services
For those who do not feel safe being in a large group but want to return to receiving Holy
Communion, we will continue offering daily services at which we will celebrate the sacrament. Services will be about 15-20 minutes. No more than 15 people can be in attendance at a service.
We ask that you call Tammy in the church office, 724-588-8870, to reserve a slot, so that we
can keep the number of those in attendance below 15.
As with the Sunday gatherings, in accordance with the CDC and other health guidelines,
masks (except while communing) and social distancing will be required.
We ask you to enter the church using the rear office entrance. Use the back hallway on the
left (toward the sacristy) to enter the sanctuary. You will be directed where to sit. (We will be rotating where groups gather to make sure surfaces are cleaned.) If you use the elevator, we will open the
Clinton Street door for any services for which the elevator will be needed.
Services have been scheduled for:
• Each Wednesday at 7 p.m.
• Each Thursday at 10 a.m.
Where’s the pastor?
Pastor Brenda will be at the church on occasion, but will be working from home to isolate
much of the time so that she can remain healthy for pastoral calls to hospitals or nursing homes or
your homes if needed. If you need her, you can call, text or email. Her number is 814-881-8959 and
her email is bmartin983@aol.com. If you need a pastoral visit for any reason, please call.
What about my offering?
During this time of crisis, we are asking the members of the congregation to continue your
faithful stewardship, as the work of Holy Trinity is changing, but not ceasing and we need your support. A plate will be placed in the narthex on Sundays, and in the sanctuary during weekday liturgies. We are exploring opportunities for online giving on our website, and there is also the US Mail.
Where can I get information?
We are setting aside a portion of our website, www.holytrinitygreenvillepa.com, to bring you
information. We’ll also provide links to information from the ELCA. Keep watching that space.
Will the church office be open?
Yes, we continue to be open from 8 a.m. until 4 p.m., Mondays through Fridays but we ask
that you come to the office sparingly as we try to keep Tammy safe at work. Please call her if you
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have any needs or questions.
Will the church building be open?
Yes. But we continue to try to severely limit access to the building, to keep those safe who
are at work. We ask you to follow the following protocols so that we can track where people are in
the building, and clean areas as appropriate.
The Building Will Be Open for Prayer: We want Holy Tr inity to be a sanctuar y for people who need sacred space where they can feel safe. We have decided to allow people into the building to pray as long as it’s safe to continue this practice, but have established protocols to do this.
The building is open from 8 a.m. until 4 p.m. If you would like to come into the church to pray, even
if you have a key or fob, we ask that you call Tammy to tell her you’ll be arriving. Ring the buzzer
at the back and she will open the door. (Or you can use your key or fob, if you have one, to get in.)
There will be a sign-in sheet at the back. Please sign in with date and time. There will be sanitizing
wipes there as well. Please take one. (We know that you will want to go down the hall to say hello
to Tammy. Out of an abundance of caution, we ask you to not do that.) Please enter the chancel area
via the back hallway. Lights will already be on in the chancel. Sit in one of the choir pews or kneel
at the altar. Take as much time as you need. Wipe down whatever surfaces you touch. We know that
this might sound extreme, but we have many people in our congregation who are in high-risk categories, including those who are immunosuppressed. We want them to feel safe, as well, if they wish
to come to the sanctuary for prayer.
If You Need To Drop Something Off: If you have something to dr op off at the chur ch,
please call Tammy and let her know your plans. She will buzz you in and have you drop something
off at the back door, or she will meet you to accept it.
The Building Will Be Open for College Students: We know that college students ar e
continuing classes from home. Some do not have fast enough internet service because it is not available in all areas of Mercer County. We have invited students to come to the church and use our
WIFI for their classes, or for taking tests. We are managing where they are in the building, so that
we can keep those areas cleaned. We have a couple of students who have taken us up on this offer.
If you need access, please ask Tammy.
The Building Will Be Open for Our Community Groups: We have invited our AA
groups to continue to use the building at this time, although they know this could change if we are
directed in the future to close the building to all uses. We have just welcomed back our AA groups
after Mercer County went green, and the groups have agreed to follow protocols that we have established that limit them to certain rooms, and they have agreed to help clean those rooms after their
use. They are also keeping track of who attends the meetings, so we can help health officials with
contact tracing should someone be exposed to the virus.
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From Our Director of Music
Perhaps some have noticed the shelf on the wall of the Great pipe chamber just above the piano. Marj Stubert noticed two Sundays ago and asked the “what is it?” question. It was demonstrated for her and this article provides accompanying information about what it is. It is called a zimbelstern, also known as a cimblstern, cymbeltstern, or zymbelstern. Zimbelstern is the German spelling
meaning 'cymbal star'. It is an exotic organ stop, not a primary stop like a principal, flute, or even a
reed but rather a 'toy' stop that is meant to be employed as an accompaniment stop. It consists of a
wheel or a star, metal or wooden, on which a few small bells are mounted so when the stop is pulled
or engaged a continuous tinkling sound ensues. The zimbelstern became popular in northern Europe, especially Germany, beginning in the 16th century and continued to be part of many baroque
organs during the 17th and 18th centuries. It is a most appropriate addition to the neo-Baroque
Casavant at Holy Trinity. Many Advent and Christmas organ music scores suggest registration of
the zimbelstern, conjuring the presence of heavenly bands and angels. It can be employed as a contrast in counterpoint composition, as a hymn accompaniment, and in some liturgies has been used
during the singing of the Sanctus (Holy, holy, holy…) or doxology, e.g. Praise God from whom all
blessings flow; praise Him all creatures here below; praise Him above you heavenly hosts; praise
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. Praise God for the zimbelstern,, the newest addition to the
Casavant in Holy Trinity.
The zimbelstern was purchased through a gift from Henry and Ruth Heil. When they return
to worship it will be dedicated.
Maidene Hackett, DOM

Zimbelstern Shelf
The shelf that Maidene discussed in the above article was created and installed by John Loreno, owner of Loreno Custom Wood in Adamsville. His time, talent, and material was donated to
Holy Trinity.

Holy Trinity Picnic
Our annual church picnic, scheduled for Sunday, September 20, is now scheduled to be held
at one of the shelters at Pymatuning State Park. We will give more details closer to the time.
We had planned to hold this year's picnic at Riverside Park, but Greenville Borough informed us in mid-May that the borough has cancelled all reservations at the park for the rest of the
year.
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If You Travel this Summer:
Summer Offerings: Let us r emember to be r egular giver s as
well as faithful worshippers during the summer! Our congregation’s life
and ministry is year-round and requires sustained support.
Before leaving for vacation, give your offer ings for the Sundays
that you will be away from worship; upon returning from occasional absences, “catch up” your offerings. Offerings can be mailed to the church
office. Regular giving is a practice of faithful discipleship.
Upon returning from vacation, tur n in your wor ship bulletin
from the church you visited while away so we may add you to our Trinity
Travelers list.

Sunday School Teachers Needed!
Just a reminder to the folks of Holy Trinity: We are still looking for volunteers to teach our
Sunday School children! Hopefully you have already seen the article, printed in several issues of
the Messenger this year, discussing the need for more teachers and explaining the benefits of having a rotation of volunteers to share in the responsibilities. The Parish Education Committee is still
planning to implement a schedule in time for the 2020/2021 Church School year. But we need your
help! The more volunteers, the easier the teaching schedule will be for everyone to manage.
As explained previously, all class leaders are provided with access to teaching materials. In
addition, the church will reimburse volunteers for the necessary clearances. Please contact Kris
Abraham at 330.448.6135 if you can help. You can also talk to Pastor Brenda if you prefer.
Thank you for considering this opportunity to be a leader for the kids of Holy Trinity!
Kris Abraham, Parish Education Chair

Giving Update as of
May 31, 2020
Budgeted Year-to-Date

$ 94,020

Received Year-to-Date

$ 99,181

Giving Surplus Year-to-Date

$

5,161

Reformed: Always Reforming
In the next several months, we will have a
committee in place that will begin the process of
leading us into our future. Their first task will be
to design the process we will use in asking members of the congregation for their thoughts about
what is important to us in our life together at Holy
Trinity and what their dreams are for our future.
This committee will be chaired by Don
Achenbach. You will be hearing much more about
this effort, “Reformed: Always Reforming,”
throughout this year.
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Second Mile Giving For August 2020 -ELCA Youth Gathering
Sending Holy Trinity's high school youth to the ELCA Youth Gathering in 2021.
Youth Gathering gathers about 30,000 of our youth from around the country every three
years for a week of worship, learning and service opportunities. The Gathering in 2021 will be held
in Minneapolis.
Those who have attended Youth Gathering have said that no one — not the teens or their
adult leaders — comes home unchanged. It is an amazing experience in a life's faith journey.
Because Youth Gathering involves significant preparation in advance — the teens spend a lot
of time together and the congregation would help with fund-raising — we will lift up Youth Gathering as a repeated emphasis in Second Mile Giving this year. Please give generously to help our
Youth Gathering fundraising.

Good Shepherd Request for August
The Good Shepherd Center is our church community social
service agency that supports the needs of many in the area.
The Good Shepherd Center's request for Holy Trinity for August is personal care items (shampoo, soap, deodorant, etc.), and
school supplies (in back packs if possible). Donations may be
placed in the marked box in the cloister.
Please note that Hand Sanitizer, masks, and wipes are also requested by the Good Shepherd Center.
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August

August Anniversaries

Birthdays

The following members of our congregation are celebrating
anniversaries this month. Congratulate them when you see them.

Elizabeth Harpst
Naomi Marshall
Trey Wilt
Joy Ealy
Kim Gainor
Marilyn Johnson
John Ferguson
Zachery Chesmer
Nikki Hootman
Jackson Mozes
Matt Moinet
Karen McKay
Jacob Eppley
Aubrey Martin
Julie Morgan
Nancy Bittel
Kaylee Banco
Connie Davis
Cathryn Anderson

Henry Mueller & Peg Browning
Neal and Mary Lineman
Donald and Susan Achenbach
Carl and Bonnie Long
Barry and Linda Oman
Bob and Bonnie Massing
Christian and Nikki Hootman

40 years
62 years
43 years
54 years
45 years
56 years
9 years

August 1, 1980
August 2, 1958
August 6, 1977
August 6, 1966
August 16, 1975
August 22, 1964
August 27, 2011

Funeral
Charles A. “Charlie” Eaves
Born:
Died:
Funeral Liturgy:

December 20, 1929
May 5, 2020
May 16, 2020

“Rest eternal grant him, O Lord;
and let light perpetual shine upon
him.”
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Pastor Brenda Martin
Director of Music:
Maidene Hackett

Office Administrator:
Tammy Williams
Sexton:
Jonathan Oros
Officers of the Congregation
Vice-President:
Olivia Martin-Call
Secretary:
Marj Stubert
Treasurer:
Tammy Daniello
Financial Secretary:
Lana Mozes

10

Council Members
Linda Armstrong
Mary Beth Bradley
Tammy Daniello
Debbie Faber
Mary Larson
Judy Leary
Jim Martin
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