Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, Greenville
Tenth Sunday after Pentecost
August 15 and 16, 2020
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Welcome in the name of Our Lord Jesus Christ! If you come as a visitor today, we
hope you will leave as a friend. We count it a privilege and a blessing to have you with us
in worship. If you are not presently a member of any congregation, please feel welcome
to gather with us around Jesus in this community of his disciples at Holy Trinity. Come
and worship with us again!
Invitation to Communion: Holy Communion is the body and blood of Jesus Christ by
which our Lord is truly present to forgive sin and bring life and salvation. All baptized
Christians who believe this promise are welcome to commune. Parents with children are
encouraged to come to the altar together. Children who do not yet receive communion
will receive the blessing of the Church from the Pastor.
Procedure for Communing: We will be using a form of processional communion. An
usher will release each pew to come forward at a time to avoid a long line in the aisle.
Pick up a communion cup on either side at the first pew. The pastor will place a host in
your open palm. Turn to either the left or right side to the deacon or communion assistant
to receive wine. After consuming the host and wine, pour any remaining wine into the
container, then discard your cup. Children who have not yet received their First Holy
Communion should come forward for a blessing. Please maintain social distance between
non-family members.
Gluten-free wafers are available; let Pastor know when you come forward to
receive.
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Service of Holy Communion
Significance of the Day: In Isaiah we hear that God’s house shall be a house of prayer for
all people and that God will gather the outcasts of Israel. The Canaanite woman in today’s
gospel is a Gentile, an outsider, who is unflinching in her request that Jesus heal her
daughter. As Jesus commends her bold faith, how might our church extend its mission to
those on the margins of society? In our gathering around word and meal we receive strength
to be signs of comfort, healing, and justice for those in need.

Gathering
Prelude

Variations on Distress

(The assembly stands as the ministers enter.)
Confession
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
whose steadfast love is everlasting,
whose faithfulness endures from generation to generation.
Amen.
Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.
Reconciling God,
we confess that we do not trust your abundance,
and we deny your presence in our lives.
We place our hope in ourselves
and rely on our own efforts.
We fail to believe that you provide enough for all.
We abuse your good creation for our own benefit.
We fear difference and do not welcome others
as you have welcomed us.
We sin in thought, word, and deed.
By your grace, forgive us;
through your love, renew us;
and in your Spirit, lead us;
so that we may live and serve you in newness of life. Amen.
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(Wood et al)

Beloved of God,
by the radical abundance of divine mercy
we have peace with God through ☩ Christ Jesus,
through whom we have obtained grace upon grace.
Our sins are forgiven.
Let us live now in hope.
For hope does not disappoint,
because God’s love has been poured into our hearts
through the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Opening Hymn

O Christ, the Healer, We Have Come

(Please be seated. We will not be singing but these words are here for your reflection.)
O Christ, the healer, we have come
to pray for health, to plead for friends.
How can we fail to be restored
when reached by love that never ends?
From ev’ry ailment flesh endures
our bodies clamor to be freed;
yet in our hearts we would confess
that wholeness is our deepest need.
In conflicts that destroy our health
we recognize the world’s disease;
our common life declares our ills.
Is there no cure, O Christ, for these?
Grant that we all, made one in faith,
in your community may find
the wholeness that, enriching us,
shall reach the whole of humankind.
(The assembly stands.)

4

Apostolic Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
Prayer of the Day
Let us pray.
God of all peoples, your arms reach out to embrace all those who call upon
you. Teach us as disciples of your Son to love the world with compassion
and constancy, that your name may be known throughout the earth, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
(The assembly sits.)
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Word
First Reading

Isaiah 56:1, 6-8

A reading from Isaiah:
1 Thus says the Lord:
Maintain justice, and do what is right,
for soon my salvation will come,
and my deliverance be revealed.
6 And the foreigners who join themselves to the Lord,
to minister to him, to love the name of the Lord,
and to be his servants,
all who keep the sabbath, and do not profane it,
and hold fast my covenant –
7 these I will bring to my holy mountain,
and make them joyful in my house of prayer;
their burnt offerings and their sacrifices
will be accepted on my altar;
for my house shall be called a house of prayer
for all peoples.
8 Thus says the Lord God,
who gathers the outcasts of Israel,
I will gather others to them
besides those already gathered.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Psalm 67
1 May God be merciful to us and bless us;
may the light of God's face shine upon us.
2 Let your way be known upon earth,
your saving health among all nations.
3 Let the peoples praise you, O God;
let all the peoples praise you.
4 Let the nations be glad and sing for joy,
for you judge the peoples with equity
and guide all the nations on earth.
5 Let the peoples praise you, O God;
let all the peoples praise you.
6 The earth has brought forth its increase;
God, our own God, has blessed us.
7 May God give us blessing,
and may all the ends of the earth stand in awe.
Second Reading

Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32

A reading from Romans:
Paul writes:
I ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! I myself am
an Israelite, a descendant of Abraham, a member of the tribe of Benjamin. 2
God has not rejected his people whom he foreknew.
29 for the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. 30 Just as you
were once disobedient to God but have now received mercy because of
their disobedience, 31 so they have now been disobedient in order that, by
the mercy shown to you, they too may now receive mercy. 32 For God has
imprisoned all in disobedience so that he may be merciful to all.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Gospel Acclamation (The assembly stands.)
Alleluia!
Jesus preached the good news of the kingdom
and cured every sickness among the people.
Alleluia!
Gospel

Matthew 15:10-28

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fifteen chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.
(The reading of the Gospel.)
10 Then he called the crowd to him and said to them, AListen and
understand: 11 it is not what goes into the mouth that defiles a person, but it
is what comes out of the mouth that defiles.@ 12 Then the disciples
approached and said to him, ADo you know that the Pharisees took offense
when they heard what you said?@ 13 He answered, AEvery plant that my
heavenly Father has not planted will be uprooted. 14 Let them alone; they
are blind guides of the blind. And if one blind person guides another, both
will fall into a pit.@ 15 But Peter said to him, AExplain this parable to us.@ 16
Then he said, AAre you also still without understanding? 17 Do you not see
that whatever goes into the mouth enters the stomach, and goes out into the
sewer? 18 But what comes out of the mouth proceeds from the heart, and
this is what defiles. 19 For out of the heart come evil intentions, murder,
adultery, fornication, theft, false witness, slander. 20 These are what defile
a person, but to eat with unwashed hands does not defile.@
21 Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and
Sidon. 22 Just then a Canaanite woman from that region came out and
started shouting, AHave mercy on me, Lord, Son of David; my daughter is
tormented by a demon.@ 23 But he did not answer her at all. And his
disciples came and urged him, saying, ASend her away, for she keeps
shouting after us.@ 24 He answered, AI was sent only to the lost sheep of the
house of Israel.@ 25 But she came and knelt before him, saying, ALord, help
me.@ 26 He answered, AIt is not fair to take the children=s food and throw it
to the dogs.@ 27 She said, AYes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that
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fall from their masters= table.@ 28 Then Jesus answered her, AWoman, great
is your faith! Let it be done for you as you wish.@ And her daughter was
healed instantly.
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
(The assembly sits.)
The Sermon

Pastor Brenda Martin

(The assembly remains seated.)
Hymn of the Day

Lord of All Nations, Grant Me Grace

(We will not be singing but these words are here for your reflection.)
Lord of all nations, grant me grace to love all people,
ev’ry race; and in each person may I see my kindred , loved, redeemed by
thee.
Breakdown the wall that would divide thy children, Lord, on ev’ry side.
My neighbor’s good let me pursue; let Christian love bind warm and true.
Forgive me Lord, where I have erred by loveless act and thoughtless word.
Make me to see the wrong I do will crucify my Lord anew.
Give me thy courage, Lord to speak whenever strong oppress the weak.
Should I myself the victim be, help me forgive, rememb’ring thee.
With thine own love may I be filled and by the Holy Spirit willed,
that all I touch where’er I be, may be divinely touched by thee.
(The assembly stands.)
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Apostles' Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
Prayers of Intercession
A:
Confident of your care and helped by the Holy Spirit, we pray for the
church, the world, and all who are in need, responding “Lord in your
mercy, hear our prayer.”
(Brief silence)
A:

C.

Lord, you gather the church to be part of your mission as ambassadors of
Jesus Christ. As Jesus acknowledged the great faith of a woman from
outside his people, help your church discover and find blessing in the faith
of people we might reject. We pray for the church; our bishops, Elizabeth
and Michael; our pastors, deacons, liturgical deacons, musicians, teachers,
council members and volunteers. Lord in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
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A:

C.
A:

C.
A:

C.
A:

C.
A:

You have blessed us with the bounty of the earth. Grant your grace to all
your creatures, that the earth will flourish. Relieve waters choked by
garbage, renew soils stripped of nutrients, and refresh the air all creatures
need to live. Help us to appreciate and enjoy the bounty of your fields that
is being brought forth by farmers in this season Lord in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
You call the nations to be glad and sing for joy. Let your way be known
among all the nations of the world, now divided by competing interests,
contending alliances, and consumed by enormous worry. Bless us and make
your face shine upon all. Lord in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
You show unexpected mercy, kindness, and generosity. We pray for those
who do not have enough, for outcasts in our villages, cities, and town, and
for those who need your healing, especially in this time of global pandemic.
Lord in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
In you we live and move and have our being. Grant our congregation, Holy
Trinity Lutheran Church, grace to find our life refreshed in you.
Accompany us in the rhythms of late summer. Give us rest and renewal,
and strengthen us for mission in your name. Be with all those preparing to
return to classrooms; make them safe. Lord in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

C.

Your eternal promises are more than we could ever imagine. As you gather
all the saints, join us also with them on the great day of your salvation.
Lord in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

A:

Are there others for whom we should pray?

P.

In the certain hope that nothing can separate us from your love, we offer
these prayers to you; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

C:
Peace

The peace of Christ be with you always.
(The assembly sits.)
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And also with you.

Meal
Music as the meal is prepared

Interlude on Gather

(Cherwien)

(The deacon, on behalf of the people, prays.)
Offering Prayer
Let us pray
Gracious God, you open your hand, filling our lives with all good things
and renewing the face of the earth. We offer these gifts in thanksgiving for
all that we have received from your bounty. Accept them for the sake of
him who offered his life for us, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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Prayer of Thanksgiving
Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor,
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension,
we await his coming in glory.
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord,
and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food,
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord;
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be all honor and glory, now and forever.
Amen.
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Lord’s Prayer
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
Breaking of Bread
The gifts of God for the people of God. Come, for all is now ready.
(The assembly sits.)
Communion of the Faithful
Procedure for Communing: We will be using a form of processional
communion. An usher will release each pew to come forward at a time to
avoid a long line in the aisle. Pick up a communion cup on either side at
the first pew. The pastor will place a host in your open palm. Turn to either
the left or right side to the deacon or communion assistant to receive wine.
After consuming the host and wine, pour any remaining wine into the
container, then discard your cup. Children who have not yet received their
First Holy Communion should come forward for a blessing. Please
maintain social distance between non-family members.
(Following the Communion the assembly stands for the blessing.)
Post-Communion Blessing
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and preserve
you onto eternal life.
Amen.
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Prayer after Communion
Let us pray. God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation
you have united us with Christ, making us one with all your people. Now
send us forth in the power of your Spirit, that we may proclaim your
redeeming love to the world and continue forever in the risen life of Jesus
Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

Sending
Our Prayer for These Times
O God, you have called your servants to ventures of which we cannot
see the ending, by paths as yet untrodden, through perils unknown.
Give us faith to go out with good courage, not knowing where we go,
but only that your hand is leading us and your love supporting us;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Blessing
Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
Amen.
Dismissal
Go forth into the world to serve God with gladness;
be of good courage; hold fast to that which is good; render to no one evil
for evil;
strengthen the fainthearted; support the weak;
help the afflicted; honor all people;
love and serve God, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit.
Thanks be to God.
Postlude

Variation on Beach Spring

(Shields)

(Once the pastor is at the back of the church, ushers will dismiss by row.)
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