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From our Pastor 
 Usually in this space it's good to look ahead and high-
light a coming season or event.  
 But our month of October has been so busy and wonder-
ful that this might be a good time to pause and give thanks to 
God through the Holy Spirit for working among us to lift us in 
our faith and remind us of the joys of living together as God's 
faithful people. 
 Thank you, first, to the entire Holy Trinity congregation 
in preparing to host the installation on October 13 of the Rev. 
Michael Lozano as bishop of our synod. More than 100 of you 
put in hundreds of hours of work to prepare the building, deco-
rate, and volunteer to host and greet our visitors on that day. 
We hosted about 350 people for a joyful, spirit-filled afternoon 
of worship and celebrating. A special thanks to our staff -- 
Tammy, Maidene, Ed, Jonathan and Jason -- for all of their 
work. 
 We also in October celebrated the Feast of St. Luke, who 
wrote the Gospel that bears his name, but was also a doctor. So 
on this weekend, we lifted up the healing that is so central to 
the life and ministry of Jesus, and we had the opportunity to be 
anointed with oil, light candles and remember the promises 
made to us in baptism. So many of you had strong reactions to 
this healing rite. It's good to remember that while God doesn't 
promise to "cure" us, we are promised a healing and wholeness 
that can only come from God. 
 For those for whom the healing rite was important, we 
celebrate an abbreviated version of this rite on the first Saturday 
of every month at our Saturday liturgy at 5:30 p.m. 
 There are plenty of things coming up as we near the end 
of this church year and the beginning of a new year with Ad-
vent. But for now we take a well-earned rest for a bit, a Sabbath 
to give thanks for all God has gifted to our congregation. 
 This month, I celebrate my first full year of serving as 
your pastor. It has been a wonderful first year living among you 
and forming relationships. My prayer is that God continue to 
grant us time, energy, creativity and faithfulness to be people of 
God for each other and our neighbors. 
 
     Christ's peace be with you, 
     Pastor Brenda + 
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Stewardship From our Pastor 
Dear Friends,  

 I write to you today in gratitude for the many ways you 

support our congregation and its ministries, as we strive together 

to reflect Christ in our lives.  

 Our Lord’s example of selfless devotion stands as a beacon 

to us - as an invitation and a challenge. God blesses each of us 

with one expectation – that we follow the example of Jesus and 

share our blessings as intentional disciples. Stewardship, at its 

heart, is a simple reflection of the faith our generous God has 

placed in us by entrusting us with resources meant to be nurtured 

and shared.  

 In a perfect world, each one of us would carry our share of 

the load in proportion to what we have been given. In such a 

world, all of our actions would reflect Christ and we would see 

that there is more than enough for all. In such a world, our minis-

tries would be financially secure.  

 Your generous financial support allows us to reflect Christ as a faith community – bringing 

Eucharist to the sick and homebound, teaching children about our faith, comforting families in need 

and worshiping together in times of joy and times of sorrow. All of the ministries that are the heart 

and soul of Holy Trinity are made possible because of your generous and consistent support.  

 Later this month we will be asking you to make your annual pledge of financial support. I 

encourage you to take some time to thoughtfully and intentionally consider your gift which will en-

able us to serve countless individuals through our ministries. Pray for the grace that we all need to 

share in proportion to our ability – to truly reflect Christ.  

 Thank you for your continued support of our parish and its ministries.  
 

          Sincerely, 

          Pastor Brenda 
 

Why should I Give?  

 

 As good stewards, we come to the realization that everything we have - every blessing, every 

breath - is a gift from God. He has generously given us everything we need with the expectation that 

we will share what we have with his church and with those in need. 

 Your financial support enables our congregation to operate and provide ministries to people 

in our community and beyond - reflecting Christ in service, touching lives following his example of 

service and care.  

 The most important reason for giving is to remember and respond in faith to the greatest ex-

ample of sacrifice.  

“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that  

everyone who believes in him might not perish but might have eternal life.”  

John 3:16 
(continued on page 3)  
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(continued from page 2) 

 

How much should I Give?  

 If we truly reflected Christ in word and deed, there would be no limit to our financial giving. 

The question of how much to give rests between each individual and God. The answer can only be 

found in prayerful, honest reflection of the true extent of God’s generosity to us.  

 Faithful stewards understand that all we have, including our financial resources, is only ours 

to manage in this life according to God’s plan and that God’s generosity to us knows no bounds. 

The example of Jesus to serve God above all and to serve others stands before us. How will we re-

spond? 

 

How does a discussion about income and expenses translate into Tangible Ministry?  

 In any conversation about our congregation’s operating costs it is important to remember that 

what we are “operating” is not simply a business. Our congregation is a faith community with mem-

bers called by baptism to love one another. This puts “operating expenses” into a whole new light. 

Here are some of the ways your financial support extended love here in our congregation this past 

year:  

• God called new members into faith through the baptismal waters here 

• New members affirmed their baptismal calling. 

 Hundreds of calls were made to the sick and homebound, bringing God’s comfort to those  

 who may have needed it most. 

• Your ministry sent 100 quilts to those in need. 

• Your healing hands touched lives near and far. 

• Your commitment fed and clothed people at the Good Shepherd center. 

 

What does all this mean to our Church?  

 The ability of our congregation to continue offering current ministries, and look toward the 

needs of the future, rests with each of us. Generous financial support is critical to the future of our 

church. 

  

What does this mean to us as Individuals?  

 Through your financial support of our congregation you pass the faith on to our children, 

share in the joy of weddings and baptisms, comfort the sick, console the grieving, and feed the poor. 

Sacrificial giving is one way to live as a faithful steward and to reflect Christ. 

 

What would happen if each us would truly understand that everything is a pure gift from every  
minute of our lives and talent we possess, to every penny that we earn? How would our lives 
change? King David offered this prayer as he collected offerings for the Temple.  
 

“But who am I, and who are my people, that we should have the means to contribute so freely? For 
everything is from you, and what we give is what we have from you. For before you we are 

strangers and travelers, like all our ancestors. Our days on earth are like a shadow, without a fu-

ture. LORD our God, all this wealth that we have brought together to build you a house for your 

holy name comes from you and is entirely yours.”  

— 1Chronicles 29:14‐16 
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As our fall stewardship campaign moves toward Commitment Week-

end on November 16-17, Barry and Linda Oman, members of our 

congregation's Stewardship Committee, offer some thoughts about 

why we give. 

 

 Everything we have is a gift from God. Rain and fruitful har-

vests, clothing and shelter, faith, grace, wisdom and life itself are all 

gifts from God. These gifts from God are not ours alone. They were 

given to us by God for the purpose of serving Him and serving oth-

ers. This is Stewardship. 

 Time is a precious gift. Many of us feel that we don’t have 

enough time for all we want to do. How do we choose to use our 

time? 

 God gives each of us abilities and talents to be shared.  Our church functions on the talents 

and time of its members and each and every one of us counts and is needed. 

 Your gift of treasure is a direct gift only you can give. “It is in giving that we receive.” 

 What you have to offer is not small or insignificant. The beauty of our church is maintained 

through stewardship. Our beautiful stained-glass windows are examples of this. Offering your voice 

to the choir is a form of stewardship. Teaching Sunday School, serving on church committees, 

those assisting in worship are examples of stewardship of the gifts we’ve been given.   

 We have seen the ministry of Holy Trinity touch people’s lives. Our church’s support of the 

Good Shepherd Center through volunteering at the center, collecting food, distributing holiday food 

baskets, preparing and delivering meals, and the school supply collection and distribution is a won-

derful outreach. A group from our church is involved filling bags with food for the Backpack Pro-

gram for the Greenville Area School District. Holy Trinity supports the wider church by helping to 

send missionaries to places so that these people can hear God’s word. Even building the columbari-

um at our church is an act of faithful stewardship because it gives a final resting place to many and 

a beautiful place for people to visit those that they loved who have gone before them.  

 Make good use of your time, talents and treasure, which is also a way to display your appre-

ciation and thankfulness of blessings received. 

 And that is why we give … to ensure the church of Christ remains here, serving the people 

of Greenville. 

Commitment Sunday 
 

 On Saturday and Sunday, November 16 and 17, 2019, during the offering the assembly will 

processes forward to offer their 2020 Commitment Card as well as their regular offerings.   

 The cards have been mailed to your homes.  If you have not received one, please pick one up 

in the narthex. 

 Please prayerfully consider your 2020 financial offering and join in the worship this weekend 

to “Reflect Christ; Live Stewardship.”  
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From Our Director of Music 
 

                                   

 

 As November begins, preparations for All Saints’ Day, November 1, 2019, a Friday this 

year, are underway to remember those from the Assembly and the kin and friends of members who 

have died during the past year.  A second day - Christ the King, which closes our liturgical year - is 

slated for November 24.  Thanksgiving will be celebrated three days later followed by the beginning 

of a new liturgical year, Year A, on December 1, 2019 known to most as Advent, a season of prepa-

ration for and anticipation of Emmanuel, God with us.   

 The Friends of Music program for the 2019-2020 season has been finalized and two young 

guest performers will be featured namely Ian Chovan, pianist of Lowellville, Ohio and Lauren Fa-

ber, mezzo-soprano, Greenville, Pennsylvania who is familiar to many.  The concert dates are De-

cember 29, 2019 and April 26, 2020. Concerts begin at 3:30 p.m. and are followed by refreshments 

during which time the conversation with the performers is encouraged.  Please watch for details via 

mailing or on the website. 

  Maidene Hackett 

Office Closed for Thanksgiving 
 

 The Church Office will be closed Thursday and Friday,  

November 28 and 29 so that the staff may enjoy the Thanksgiv-

ing holiday with their families.  Have a safe and happy holiday! 

The Rose Ensemble featured at Thiel College  

Con Spirito Concert Series 
 

 You are invited to attend the Fall Con Spirito Concert  at 7:00 p.m. Thursday, November 7, 

2019 in the David Johnson Memorial Chapel on the Thiel College campus.  The concert features 

The Rose Ensemble which was founded in 1996 by Artistic Director, Jordan Sramek.  The Rose 

Ensemble creates musical performances and educational programs that connect audiences to com-

pelling stories of human history, culture, and spirituality from around the world, achieving an inter-

national reputation as a premiere American early music ensemble. Each performance illuminates 

centuries of rarely heard repertoire, bringing to modern audiences research from the world’s manu-

script libraries and fresh perspectives on history, culture, politics and spirituality from around the 

globe. The ensemble consists of professional singers and instrumentalists joining to present “Land 

of Three Faiths,” Voices of Ancient Mediterranean Jews, Christians and Muslims.   The concert is 

free and the pubic is encouraged to attend.  
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Installation Thanks from the Office 
 

 When Pastor Brenda first came into the office and announced that Holy Trinity was going to 

host the Installation of Bishop Lozano with a reception to follow and wanted me to be the site-

coordinator, I was not sure what I might be getting into.  A short time later there were some people 

in my office and we, with Pastor, were discussing the event.  When we began with the logistics of 

the day, someone said, half jokingly, “Oh boy, just have it at Thiel.”   That elicited a response in me 

that may not have expected.  I responded, “Absolutely NOT!!  I have been here long enough to 

know what these people can pull off when they all pull together.  I want to have the Installation 

and reception here to show off what Holy Trinity can do!” 

 You did not disappoint in the least.  With everyone pitching in we threw a beautiful, classy 

event from start to finish.  Please forgive me for not trying to list all of you for I would miss some-

one and that will not do.  Please take to heart how proud I am of each and every one of you.  This 

could not have happened without you! 

           Peace, 

           Tammy 
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 Second Mile Giving For November 2019 --  

ELCA Youth Gathering 
  

Sending Holy Trinity's high school youth to the ELCA Youth Gathering in 2021. 
 

  Youth Gathering gathers about 30,000 of our youth from around the country every three 

years for a week of worship, learning and service opportunities. The Gathering in 2021 will be held 

in Minneapolis. 

  Those who have attended Youth Gathering have said that no one - not the teens or their adult 

leaders -  comes home unchanged. It is an amazing experience in a life's faith journey. 

  Because Youth Gathering involves significant preparation in advance -  the teens spend a lot 

of time together and the congregation would help with fund-raising - we will lift up Youth Gather-

ing as a repeated emphasis in Second Mile Giving this year. 

  Youth Gathering has been our emphasis every other month since February and will continue 

throughout 2019.  

 To give to Second Mile, you can place your gift 

in an envelope that may be found in the pew rack, or 

you may mail your contribution to the church office in 

an envelope clearly marked, “Second Mile Giving.”  

All Second Mile contributions received during the 

month of November will be given to the designated 

cause.   Please give generously to help our Youth Gath-

ering fundraising. 

Good Shepherd Thanksgiving Holiday Request 
 

  Plans are underway at the Good Shepherd Center for special Thanksgiving food distribution.  

Their request of Holy Trinity is 100 cans of fruit.  The deadline for  this request is Sunday, No-

vember 17.   

Good Shepherd November Request  
 

The Good Shepherd Center is our church community social service agency that supports the 

needs of many in the area.  The Good Shepherd Center's request for Holy Trinity for November af-

ter the Thanksgiving request is canned vegetables or fruit.  Donations may be placed in the 

marked box in the cloister.  



11 

“ 14 I kneel in prayer to the Father. 15 All beings in heaven and on earth receive their life from 

[God]. 16 God is wonderful and glorious. I pray that [God’s] Spirit will make you become strong 

followers 17 and that Christ will live in your hearts because of your faith. Stand firm and be deeply 

rooted in [God’s] love. 18 I pray that you and all of God’s people will understand what is called 

wide or long or high or deep. 19 I want you to know all about Christ’s love, although it is too won-

derful to be measured. Then your lives will be filled with all that God is.  

 

20 - 21 I pray that Christ Jesus and the church will forever bring praise to God. [God’s] power at 

work in us can do far more than we dare ask or imagine. Amen.” 

 Ephesians 3:14-21 CEV  

 

We are bound. Bound by our sin, by the expectations of others, by poverty, by -isms that try to di-

vide us, and by so much more. In a life that often feels like it has young people in a suffocating grip, 

we want them to imagine the boundlessness of God: boundless love, boundless mercy, boundless 

freedom, boundless creation, boundless strength. All offered from a gracious and loving God who 

knows and adores them. All so abundant and endless it cannot be measured.   

 

What are the stories of God’s people, both in scripture and modern day that share the awe and won-

der of just how vast our God is? What does it mean, what does it look and feel like to live a life 

“filled with all that God is”? How can young people find themselves within the boundlessness of 

Christ’s love?  

 

MYLE, the tAble and the Gathering are unique opportunities to invite young people into a deeper 

relationship with a God whose possibilities are boundless. Through one of a kind experiences, this 

ministry stretches and affirms young people’s gifts and calls. They experience the power of the Spir-

it within them, that frees them to live in the grace of God’s boundless love in Jesus Christ.   

 

Finally, we are excited by the connections this theme 

offers to our host city of Minneapolis and the surround-

ing area. Known as the “City by Nature”, Minneapolis 

is an earth-minded city in many ways. The Minneapolis 

Area Synod also names advocacy around care for crea-

tion as a top priority, which would allow us to learn 

from and support the local expression of the church.   
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Advent Morning Prayer 
 

 Morning Prayer will begin on Monday, December 2 and conclude on Monday,   

December 23 in the choir  pews.  It begins at 8:30 a.m. and concludes at 8:50 

a.m.  Please use the rear parking lot door for entry. Take this opportunity for quiet  

reflection at the beginning of your day as a way of making spiritual preparation  

during Advent. 

Order Poinsettias, Donate to decorate the church and/or 

Donate to the Domestic Disaster  Response 
 

 Please note the Christmas Poinsettia/Decorations and Domestic Disaster Response order 

form in this month’s Messenger on page 15.  Poinsettia orders and donations must be into the office 

by Sunday, December 8, 2019.     

     

Sunday Church School Advent Project 
 

 The Parish Education Committee is requesting participation from the congregation in our 

SCS Advent Project.  This year, we would like to collect new toys for children, to be distributed to 

local families through the Good Shepherd Center.  We will happily accept toys for kids of all ages, 

and request that the toys be new, but not wrapped.  If toys requiring batteries are donated, we re-

spectfully ask that you provide the appropriate batteries to accompany the toy.   

 Younger kids are fairly easy to buy for, but teens are a bit more challenging!  If you would 

like to donate something for an older child for Christmas, some great ideas are Walmart gift cards, 

toiletry items (like cologne or body wash, for example) and hoodies (especially in L or XL sizes).     

Because we want the kids to receive these gifts in time for Christmas Day, we ask that your dona-

tions be brought to the church beginning on the first Sunday in Advent (December 1st) through the 

third Sunday (December 15th).  GSC Christmas distribution dates are December 18, 19, and 20.  

 There will be tables set up for the items in the narthex and in the administrative hall of the 

church, near the rear alley door. 

 We thank you in advance for your help with this project! 

 

Kris Abraham, Parish Ed chair 
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 Financial Update as Of September 30, 2019 
 

Income 
Budget YTD                $ 285,243 
Received YTD                    $ 258,956 
Amount Needed YTD    $   26,287  

 
Expense 

Budget YTD                          $ 285,243 
Disbursed YTD     $ 268,126 

   Amount Available YTD    $   17,117 
 

Congregational Growth Fund 
2019 Annual Budget    $ 13,104 
Received YTD    $   5,647   
% Annual Goal      43.09%   

 
Loan Payment 

2019 Annual Budget    $ 8,000 
Received YTD    $ 3,480    
% Annual Goal      43.50%        

 
2020 Youth Gathering 

   Received YTD    $ 1,990 
 

You are invited to direct questions to John Weaver, Treasurer, at 724.699.3231, or Bob 
Massing, Finance Committee Chair, at 724.253.2932. 
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Trinity Travelers 
 
 If you visit another church, drop off a bulletin from that 
church, with your name on it, so that you can be a Trinity Traveler. 
 
Bob Olson and Rae Johnson 
Stephentown Federated Church 
Rev. Betsye Mowry 
 
John and Mary Moore 
Third Presbyterian Church 
Uniontown, Pennsylvania 
Rev. Tim Bell 

 

November Anniversaries 

 The following members of our congregation are celebrating 

anniversaries this month.  Congratulate them when you see them. 

 

Wayne and Darla Swift  60 years November 6, 1959 

Paul and Sue Bittler   48 years November 27, 1971 

Joe and Paula Banco 24 years November 25, 1995 

November 

Birthdays 
2   Paul Bittler 

 Sean Oros 

5  Marc Franklin 

6  Heather Wilt 

8  Linda Broadbent 

9  Jim Shaffer 

10  Marie Riley 

13  Olivia Martin-Call 

 Sharon VanKanegan 

 Robert Wilt 

14  Albert Meeker, III 

 Warren Roth 

15   Zachary Morgan 

19  Hailey McKinney 

  Beverly Richards 

20  Jonathan Oros 

 Tillie Schell 

24  Lori McEwen 

25  Rae Johnson 

30  David Hollenbaugh 

Kris Abraham 
St. John’s Episcopal Church 
Huntingdon Valley, Pennsylvania 
Rev. Eric B. Bond 
 
Curt and Kathy Thompson 
St. Philip Lutheran Church 
Myrtle Beach, South Carolina 
Rev. Jason M. Lee 
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Christmas Poinsettias 
I would like to  
 
purchase      ______ Poinsettia(s) at $9.95 each.     

   

contribute $ ______ toward decorations (greens, wreaths, luminaria, etc.)   

 

contribute $ ______ toward the ELCA “Domestic Disaster Response”   

 

Deadline for all orders and/or contributions is  
Sunday, December 8, 2019 

 
 
Envelope #: _____________  Total amount enclosed $ _________________. 
 
 
To the Glory of God and in Memory (deceased) of: ______________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
To the Glory of God and in Honor (living) of: __________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
To the Glory of God and in Celebration (event) of: ______________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
By: Name of Donor(s): _________________________________________________ 
 
I / We wish to:   _______   pick up my / our poinsettia following the liturgy on Christmas Day. 
 
 _______   have my / our poinsettia delivered to a shut-in. 
 

 

If you would like to donate Columbarium flowers for the Christmas Eve and 

Christmas Day Services the prices will be $20.00 for each Columbarium Vase or a 

total of $40.00 for both.  Please call the Church Office if you are interested.   

This will be a first come, first served basis. 

 

If you would are interested in donating a large or small Christmas Tree  

please call the Church Office for more information.   

This will be also be on a first come, first served basis.   


