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Souper Bowl  Thank You 

 

We were able to send $350.00 to the World Hunger Appeal from both 

our Souper Bowl luncheon and from direct offerings as well as 128 food items 

to the Good Shepherd Center.. 

            Thanks to all who helped make Souper Bowl a success (and the con-

gregational meeting).  Thanks to soup makers, bread makers, Sue Bittler's jel-

ly, set up people, and clean up people.  Thanks again to all who just pitched in and helped put the 

room back together.   

                                                                                       Bonnie Massing 

Social Ministry Service Event 
 

And now these three remain: 

Faith, Hope and Love 

But the greatest of these is love. 

1 Cor. 13:13 

 

 The Social Ministry Committee sends a special thank you for the success of the Giving Tree 

project. All of the hearts have been taken. The recipients will know that our congregation is thinking 

about them. 

Sunday Church School Lenten Project 

2020 - Calling All Bunnies! 
 
 The Parish Education Committee is requesting participation from 

the congregation in our SCS Lenten Project.   

 For the Good Shepherd Center’s Easter basket distribution this 

year, we will be collecting chocolate bunnies.  We have done this before and it was very well-

received, particularly by the children served by GSC!  We ask that the bunnies be medium-sized, 

preferably 6 oz.  Having a uniform size helps make the preparation of the baskets a little easier for 

GSC staff.    

Bunnies can be brought in, starting on Ash Wednesday (February 26) and placed on tables 

which will be located as usual at two spots - in the narthex, and in the administrative hall near the 

back alley door.  We will need to have all bunnies collected by Sunday, March 29, in order for GSC 

to have them in time for the Easter basket distribution dates.  

Thank you so much in advance for any help you can provide with our Lenten Project! 

             Kris Abraham, Parish Education Committee Chair 
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Holy Trinity’s Sunday School Kids Need YOU! 
 

 The Parish Education Committee, during its January 7th meeting, discussed Holy Trinity’s 

youth Sunday School Program and considered at length a proposal to change the way our Sunday 

School classes are handled and covered.   

As most of you are aware, we currently have a small number of regular teachers –  

three, to be exact - who work with our younger students, up to grade 6 (two classes of children).   

We do have some classroom helpers, and at this time, we have only one person who has been desig-

nated as a “substitute” teacher in the event one of the regular teachers is unable to lead class.  All of 

these folks are of course volunteers.   

Within our church, and especially on Sundays, the various roles that volunteers share in 

leading worship and other activities are almost all carried out using a rotation of sorts.  Examples of 

roles that follow rotational serving schedules would include:  Head ushers, altar guild, lectors, litur-

gical deacons, communion assistants, acolytes, Eucharistic ministers, and so on.  We do things this 

way for several reasons – to allow as many people as possible to contribute and assist in the im-

portant duties within our church, to avoid placing all responsibility on a select few members, and to 

nurture a sense of working together as a church community, to name a few. 

Many churches utilize a rotational schedule for Sunday School teachers.  There are quite a 

few advantages to this approach.  When a volunteer teacher does not have to commit to teaching a 

class for the entire school year (or many consecutive years!), but can contribute to the teaching re-

sponsibilities as a part of a larger teaching team, there is less likely to be fatigue experienced by 

that volunteer.  More adult members of the church community may be able to serve in this capacity 

if they do not have to be present for class every Sunday.  We know that we have members who 

would consider leading our SS youth if they could do so less frequently than every week or every 

other week.  There are also significant benefits to the church and its congregation if more adults 

take on leadership roles with our children.  The children could ultimately become more connected 

to an increased number of adults in the assembly, and vice-versa, enhancing the sense of communi-

ty and commitment to one another as well as to the church.  And we have so many members with 

such interesting lives and stories to share with our youngest members!  The kids want to learn from 

all of us. 

Our teachers have always been provided with all the materials they need to lead class, and 

this will continue to be the case.  We use the Spark curriculum, as well as other resources, and our 

lessons follow the lectionary, which means that each week, the Sunday School children are learning 

about the same parts of the Bible that we focus on in worship that day.  In addition, we now have 

access to online resources – leader guides, lesson plans, activity ideas – for each lesson, which 

makes having a larger teaching team completely feasible.  We like flexibility too, and we encourage 

teachers to enhance the lessons with their own gifts and talents, which might include crafts, games, 

music, and other fun activities.  Our committee provides a steady supply of snacks as well. 

We do require all adults who work with our youth to have certain clearances, in accordance 

with state law.  These clearances are fairly easily secured via an on-line application process, and for 

any interested potential teacher who does not already have these clearances, the church will reim-

burse them for any cost incurred.   

The entire Parish Education Committee was present for this important meeting and discus-
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sion about Sunday School, and with support from Pastor Martin, we unanimously agreed to pursue 

this change.  We know that taking on new things can be challenging.  But it can also be fun and re-

warding!  Those of us who have taught Sunday School know what a blessing it is to have the privi-

lege of really getting to know the kids in our church.  OUR kids!  We ask you to think about joining 

our teaching team and being a part of our students’ faith journey.  Please prayerfully consider this 

opportunity to help out, to learn and grow together, and to be a leader for our children.   

You can talk to any committee member if you are interested or have questions, and of course 

also Pastor Martin.  We want to implement a new teaching schedule before the start of the 

2020/2021 school year. 

Thank you all so much for your consideration!   

    Sincerely, 

    The Parish Education Committee:   

    Kris Abraham (Chair); Debbie Faber; Tyler Martin-Call;  

    Julie Morgan; and Nikki Hootman 

Spotlight on Holy Trinity people 
 

 Members of the Committee on Congregation and Staff Support will highlight Holy Trinity 

members or important Holy Trinity stories from time to time in the Messenger. This month's story is 

about a person who was brought to the church in the 1950s and who now rests in our columbarium. 

Holy Trinity has now been home to four generations of the Mozes family. 

 

 As it says in Hebrews, “Do not forget to show hospitality to strangers, for by so doing some 

people have shown hospitality to angels without knowing it.”  This Bible passage relates to the way 

Thiel College and Holy Trinity welcomed Laszlo Mozes to Greenville in 1957. 

 Laszlo was in the Hungarian army in 1956 when the army revolted against its communist 

government.  The revolt was put down by communist troops.   Laszlo, at age 21, escaped his home 

in Kisbarat  by riding his bike across the border into Austria.  He became a stateless person there. 

He found a job shoveling coal while waiting for a passport to come to America. The Lutheran 

church in Austria helped him get to America. When he first arrived in the U.S. he lived in a Hungar-

ian camp at Camp Kilmer in New Jersey to await a job placement.  He found a job working at Hope 

Dairy, a farm on Jamestown Road.  He was also hired to work at Thiel College on the maintenance 

staff.   

 Dr. Kolosavaryry of Thiel College, a professor of physics who was also Hungarian, helped 

Laszlo get the job at Thiel. Dr. Kolosavary also made sure that Laszlo had enough food to eat and 

clothes to wear.  Laszlo met his future wife, Lana, while working at Thiel.  During this time he was 

learning to speak English with the help of Mrs. Brath, wife of Pastor Brath of Holy Trinity.  Laszlo 

and Lana went on to have a farm of their own and were parents to Laszlo Jr., Raymond, Peter, Mar-

ta, and B.J. 

 After arriving in Greenville almost penniless and unable to speak English,  Laszlo became a 

father of five owning a very profitable farm, an active member of Holy Trinity serving on council, 

and a leader in the farming community as President of the Holstein Association of Pennsylvania.  

Holy Trinity showed hospitality to Laszlo when he arrived as a stranger and Holy Trinity was re-

warded with an active and vibrant member of the community. 
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From Our Director of Music 
 

                                   

 

The Epiphany season has occupied liturgy for the past seven Sundays but the next season of 

the liturgical year, Lent, begins shortly, as observed on Ash Wednesday, February 26, 2020. 

A change of setting occurs that day in that setting five, one of the ten available in Evangelical 

Lutheran Worship, will be sung until the Vigil on Saturday, April 11, 2020. There will be no Glory 

to God or This is the Feast, and there will be no Alleluia verse for the season.  The Gospel acclama-

tion does not “praise the Lord” as the Alleluia was buried the Sunday before but instead is sung 

with the words “Glory and praise” again until the Vigil when the great praise and thanksgiving re-

turn to the liturgy. The number of hymns is different in that only five are appointed as the conclu-

sion of worship ends in silence. Anthems are chosen to reflect Lenten scripture and this season will 

depend on available personnel. During Lent, almost all Lenten hymns within ELW are sung, wheth-

er on Sundays or during Wednesday Evening Prayer. Sometimes, postludes will be quieter than 

preludes, another reflection of a season that invites us to hear God's plan of salvation. 

  Maidene Hackett 

Ukrainian Egg Classes Available During Lent 
  

 A Ukrainian egg is decorated using a wax-resist (beeswax) method.  You apply wax to an 

egg, dye it, and repeat as many times as you wish to achieve the desired, layered pattern underneath 

when all the wax is removed.  There are patterns you may use as a guideline or you may design 

your own pattern.  There is no set artistic level needed to participate in the classes, only a willing-

ness to learn a new skill and enjoy fellowship with others.   

 The following dates have been set:  Thursdays: March 5, 12, 19, 20 

and April 2 .  All classes are from 6:30 p.m. until 9:30 p.m. 

 Come, join us for what has become a Holy Trinity tradition.     

Those who have come will tell you that great artistic skill is not necessary to 

enjoy these fun evenings.   

 You need 2 raw eggs and one dollar to cover cost of supplies. A dis-

play holder costs one dollar if you wish to display your finished egg.  Please 

bring your eggs in an egg carton at room temperature.        

            Bonnie Massing 

Prayer Chain Coordinator 
 
 After many years of coordinating our prayer chain, people who pray 

from their homes for those who have needs, Rae Johnson has decided to step 

aside. We are seeking a volunteer to coordinate the prayer chain. If you are in-

terested, please see Tammy Williams in the church office, or Pastor Brenda. 
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Lenten Morning Prayer 
 
 During Lent, members of the congregation have the opportunity to come 

together at 8:30 a.m. every weekday morning to join in a brief prayer service 

through and including Maundy Thursday, April 9.   

 During Lenten morning prayers, we pray daily for the congregation and its 

members.  Over the course of six weeks, we pray for every member of the congre-

gation by name.   

 Come once, come often, come daily and observe this Lent by raising your heart and voice to 

God.   

 (The church bells will ring at 8:30 a.m. daily as a call to prayer.  If you cannot join the wor-

ship at the church, please say a brief prayer at that time each weekday.) 
  

Celebrate Lent at Holy Trinity 
 
Lent is the great penitential season of the church.  It is a season that focuses on getting our 

spiritual house in order, spring cleaning it for Easter, the greatest festival of the church year.  Holy 

Trinity offers us so many possibilities for coming together to reflect and pray. Daily Morning Pray-

er begins at 8:30 a.m. on Thursday, February 27, and continues every weekday morning, conclud-

ing the morning of Maundy Thursday.  This twenty minute service fills the choir loft for the tradi-

tional morning service of prayer and psalm.  We pray for every single member of the congregation 

by name.     

On Wednesday evenings, beginning March 4, we gather for vespers, a service of prayer, 

readings, and song.  During Holy Week, we celebrate vespers on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday 

evenings, at 6:15 p.m. leading into the solemn services of the Triduum ("three days") of Maundy 

Thursday, Good Friday, and the Easter Vigil on Saturday.  Stations of the Cross will be offered eve-

ry Friday at 6:00 p.m. continuing on March 6.  Combined with the services on Saturday and 

Sunday, every single day from Ash Wednesday, February 26, through Easter Sunday, April 12, 

there will be prayer, psalms, readings, and celebration occurring in Holy Trinity.   

Come, be part of this great round of prayer in its many forms as often as you can. 

Lenten Fellowship Meals 
 

This year during Lent, we will be gathering for a simple 

supper at 5:30 p.m., each week before vespers begin at 6:15 p.m.   

Supper will be served every Wednesday beginning 

March 4.   
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Lenten Evening Prayer 
 

 At Holy Trinity there is again this year the cherished opportunity to worship God within the 

peaceful setting of Evening Prayer every Wednesday during Lent at 6:15 p.m. and the Monday, 

Tuesday, and Wednesday of Holy Week.  

 As the large candle is brought into the dimly lighted church, so Christ, “the Light that shat-

ters the darkness,” brings light into the darkness of this world and our lives.   

 Members are encouraged to come and bring a friend to Evening Prayer.  

The Font During Lent 
 

 During Lent, the font, full of water, reminds us to be faithful to the new life that we have en-

tered through Holy Baptism.  By way of the font we have been born again as children of God and 

disciples of Jesus.  Through the font God has brought us into this community that lives the life of 

Christ, and gives itself to worship of the Lord and to service in the world.  Lent is a time when we 

repent of our sins.  We turn to God by returning to the promises of Baptism, where God meets us 

and claims us, forgives us, and changes us.  To begin Confession at worship each week, we will 

turn toward the font. 

 At other times when you pass the font, feel free to touch the water.  You may make the sign 

of the cross in remembrance of your baptism or trace a small cross on your forehead with water.  

Remember that you are a beloved child of God, a sister or brother of Jesus. 

Gift Card Scam 
 
If you ever receive a phone call , an email, or a text message (or any other form of communi-

cation) asking you to buy gift cards because Pastor Brenda or Bishop Lozano or retired Bishop 

Jones or any other clergy or synodical person is in jail or trapped in another country, do not buy the 

gift cards. 
This is a scam. Recently, a number  of people in our  synod were asked to buy gift cards 

because Bishop Jones was in need. He was not. The scammers tried to relay a sense of urgency, 

preying on our feeling of wanting to help someone. If you ever receive such a communication, 

please delete the texts or emails or hang up if it’s a phone call. 
This scam is not limited to northwestern Pennsylvania, but has been occurring in other areas 

of the country as well. 
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Lutherlyn Camperships 
 

 Once again our congregation will offer camperships 

to our members whose children decide to attend a camp or 

program at Camp Lutherlyn.  Church Camp is a wonderful 

and fun way to interact with other Christians for summer 

activities including Bible Study, swimming, horseback rid-

ing, etc.  The church will provide a campership of $250.00 

for each child going to Lutherlyn.  Visit Lutherlyn 

www.lutherlyn.com to register online.   

Do You Have Artwork You'd Like to Display? 
 
We would like to add a specially-curated wall of art in our office hallway based on sacred 

themes for the Lent-Pentecost season. Do you have a piece of artwork that you cherish or one that 

you have made that you are willing to loan to Holy Trinity for this season? 

If so, please let Tammy or Pastor Brenda know. 

We have pieces from Mary Larson and Sue Bittler. 

Please consider loaning an artwork (kids, you can do this, too!). We experience the sacred in 

many ways -- in word, in song, and in artwork. In this season, we'd like to offer something new vis-

ually that can draw us into sacred space. 

Reformed: Always Reforming 
 
In the next several months, we will have a committee in place that will begin the process of 

leading us into our future. Their first task will be to design the process we will use in asking mem-

bers of the congregation for their thoughts about what is important to us in our life together at Holy 

Trinity and what their dreams are for our future. 
This committee will be chaired by Don Achenbach. You will be hearing much more about 

this effort, “Reformed: Always Reforming,” throughout this year. 

http://www.lutherlyn.com
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Good Shepherd Request for March 
 
The Good Shepherd Center is our church community social ser-

vice agency that supports the needs of many in the area.  The Good 

Shepherd Center's request for Holy Trinity  for March is canned fruit.  

Donations may be placed in the marked box in the cloister.   

 

Second Mile Giving for March -  Greenville Area School 

District Backpack Program  
 

 Each month, we offer the opportunity for our members to reach out into the greater commu-

nity to those who are seeking to minister to people with specific needs, through our Second Mile 

Giving – our financial gifts beyond our regular offerings. 

 In April, we are seeking to help the Backpack Program for Greenville Area School District 

Elementary Students through Christian Fitness Ministries. 
 

Backpack Program  

 The Backpack Program is a nationwide program of Feeding America, which is coordinated 

locally by the Community Food Warehouse.  Through a partnership between Christian Fitness Min-

istries, Community Food Warehouse, and Greenville Area School District, this program will be 

made available for elementary (K-6) students who meet eligibility requirements.   
 

 Purpose: The Backpack Program meets the needs of hungry elementary (K-6) children 

   of the Greenville Area School District by providing them with nutritious and 

   easy-to-prepare food to take home on weekends and school vacations when  

   other resources are not available.   
 

 Who:  Elementary children enrolled in Kindergarten through Grade 6 who meet  

   eligibility criteria for determining chronic hunger.  (Participation is optional) 
 

 What:  Food for 4 meals, including 100% fruit juice, shelf-stable milk, cereal, fruit  

   cups, protein entrees, and healthy snacks. 
 

 How:  Food packs are assembled by a team of volunteers and delivered to the 

   schools and discreetly placed into the student’s backpack on Friday (or the last  

   day before a school vacation) by school designated personnel. 
 

 Cost:  $25.00 per child per month for 9 months. ($225.00  

   per child per year)  
 

Second Mile envelopes can be found in the pew racks, or you may mail 

your contribution to the church office in an envelope clearly marked, “Second 

Mile Giving.” All Second Mile contributions received during the month will be 

given to the designated cause. 

http://feedingamerica.org/
http://www.foodwarehouse.org/
http://www.greenville.k12.pa.us/
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Applications For Holy Trinity Scholarships  

Available on March 1st 
 

 Scholarship applications will become available on March 1st.  The deadline for all applica-

tions will be June 1st.  Please contact the church office if you are interested in any of the following 

applications: 

 

Shaffer-Pearson Scholarship 

 Available to active members of Holy Trinity Lutheran Church going on to college or other 

 post high-school education as a full-time student. 

 

Paula Meleky Scholarship 

 Available to members of Holy Trinity Lutheran Church with preference given to those  

 pursuing a teaching degree at Thiel College.  If no eligible member in the field of education 

 applies, other persons in other fields and colleges will be considered. 

  

Dr. Peter And Helen Brath Scholarship 

 Available to active members of Holy Trinity Lutheran Church enrolled or going to be  

 enrolled as full time Thiel College students. 

  

Wilbur P. Baird / Warren Shelly Scholarship 

 Available to active members of Holy Trinity Lutheran Church going on to college or other 

 post high-school education. 

  

The Jack M. and Marjorie H. Dershimer Scholarship Fund 

 Available to active members of Holy Trinity Lutheran Church enrolled or going to be  

 enrolled as Thiel College students. 

  

The William and Adelaide Horner Higher Education Endowed Scholarship  

 Available to active members of Holy Trinity Lutheran Church enrolled or going to be  

 enrolled in any accredited Lutheran College or any accredited college in W. PA. 
 

 The Scholarship Committee will meet and make recommendations for approval at the June 

Council meeting. 
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Easter Flower / ELCA Disaster Response Form 
 

 
 Help decorate the chancel for Easter by ordering potted flowers for our celebration of the Fes-

tival of the Resurrection. You may also make a donation to the ELCA Disaster Response. 

 Your donation may be made in celebration of, in memory of, or in honor of a person (s) or an 

event.  (Amounts given are not listed in the bulletin.) 

 The deadline for ordering flowers and making a donation to Disaster Response is Sunday, 

March 22, 2020.    

 Please enclose payment for both Easter flowers and Disaster Response donations when you 

return this completed form to the church office. 

 
 ______Lily ($9.25) ______Tulip ($8.60)   ______Hyacinth ($8.50) ______Mum ($9.00) 
  
 ______ Donation to ELCA Disaster Response 
   
Amount Enclosed   $ __________    Envelope Number:   _____________ 
 

(Please make checks payable to Holy Trinity Lutheran Church) 
 
To the Glory of God and in Memory (deceased) of: ____________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
To the Glory of God and in Honor (living) of: ________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
To the Glory of God and in Celebration (event) of: ____________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
  

______  I/we wish to pick up my/our Easter plant(s) after the 10:45 Service on Easter Day. 

Flowers can be picked up the Tuesday after Easter if you are unable to pick them up on 
Easter Sunday. 

 

______  I/we wish to have my/our Easter plant(s) delivered to a shut-in. 
  

 
 ______________________________________   ______________________ 
   (Your name)       (Phone)     
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Trinity Travelers 
 
 If you visit another church, drop off a bulletin from that 
church, with your name on it, so that you can be a Trinity Traveler. 
 
Gerry and Mary Larson 
St James Parish Church 
Montego Bay, Jamaica 
Rector: Ven. Justin Nembhard 
 
and 
 
Woodland Community Church 
Bradenton, Florida 
Pastor Tim Passmore 

March Anniversaries 

  
 The following members of our congregation are celebrating 
anniversaries this month.  Congratulate them when you see them. 
 
Fred and Betty K. Junk   March 8, 1962 58 years 

Ron and Nancy Knapp   March 19, 1971 49 years 

March  

Birthdays 
1 Fran Black 

 Carol McQueen 

2  Hannah McKinney 

3 Bonnie Massing 

4  Jeremy Miller 

 Elizabeth Lewis 

5 Don Carpenter 

6  Paul Good 

 Richard Meeker 

7  Miranda Bubenheim 

8 Ruth Heil 

9 Angela McCutcheon 

 Kelly Oros 

11 Ruth Gruber 

 Rich Hayes 

12 Kris Abraham 

13 Peg Browning 

 Josh Stubert 

15  Marj Stubert 

16  Kyle Roth 

17 Keegan McCann  

18 Brent VanKanegan 

19   Jackson Weaver 

22 Debbie Faber 

24 Ted Hildebrand 

 Nick Yoos 

25 Linda Armstrong 

 Kris Long 

 Pastor Martin Roth  

26  Paula Banco 

28  Janet Kunczt 

30 Betsy Hildebrand 

 Funeral 
 

Janet Minna (Falck) Gebert 
   
Born:   July 3, 1926 
Died:   December 23, 2019 
Funeral liturgy: February 8, 2020  

 
“Rest eternal grant her, O Lord;  

and let light perpetual shine upon her.” 
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From our Pastor 
  

“You are from dust, and to dust you shall  
return.” 

 
There’s something about saying these words to a baby and 

tracing an ashen cross on a baby’s forehead that really brings 

home the fact that we will all someday become ash; none of us 

will live forever in these bodies on this planet in this place. 
Life gives us lots of promise, but no guarantees. Any of us, 

from 2 to 102, face the same end – some day we will die. It is a 

guarantee. Death takes all of us – a toddler with a life full of prom-

ise, with so many days to come, can become sick just as easily as a 

102-year-old with years and experiences and wisdom behind him. 
You are from dust, and to dust you shall return. 

It is this stark reality that we face on Ash Wednesday, that 

we face during the whole of Lent, really 
. But in that stark reality, we also know that there is promise. 

Yes, we are from dust and to dust we shall return. But as 

baptized Christians, we know that is never the end of our story, 

because our story and God’s story have been intertwined in such a 

way that we know this life we’re experiencing here and now is just 

a beginning of an eternal life that’s been promised to us, just a 

foretaste of the feast that is to come when God’s reign fully comes 

into being and we spend all of time in the nearer presence of God. 

You are from dust and to dust you shall return. 
We remember during this holy season that the one who 

came before us, Jesus, the Christ, has lifted the sting of death from 

us by his own death and resurrection. 

Yes, we will return to dust. But that is only the start of our 

story. 
Blessings to you as you walk through these days of Lent, 

toward becoming dust, with the promise that you will also be 

made new. 

      Pastor Brenda+ 

 


