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From our Pastor
We are now in the season of Epiphany, the span between
the Baptism of our Lord and the Transfiguration of our Lord,
which is the Sunday before Ash Wednesday. The paraments and
vestments you see during worship are green – the look is the
same as our green season of Pentecost Sundays that lasts from
early summer through late fall, yet the emphasis is different.
I always thought of summer’s green Sundays as a time of
focus on the life of the church, centered on the teachings and
ministry of Jesus. But I never knew quite what to make of the
green Sundays of winter (maybe because the number of weeks
varies), thinking it was the same as summer, but just some random green Sundays thrown into the church calendar between
two very particular seasons.
But there’s more to this season than that. This is the season of Epiphany, and in each Sunday’s gospel reading we get
another little epiphany – a glimpse of who Jesus is and, because
of that, who God is as made manifest in the life of Jesus.
We’ve already experienced Jesus reveal the God of abundance by changing water into wine in amazing proportions and
quality. We’ve also heard Jesus in the temple as he begins his
public ministry in his hometown, revealing his glory as he reads
from the prophet Isaiah and proclaims the words as fulfilled in
that very moment.
This season of manifestations will continue through the
month of February and into early March.
As we focus on how God has revealed Godself through
Jesus, we can also think about and be tuned in to how God might
be revealing Godself to us now, even today, as we gather together as Christian community centered around Word and Meal. Do
we see God revealed to us at Holy Trinity? Do you see God revealed to you in your life?
Pastor Brenda
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Save the Date
Sunday, February 10, 2019
We will gather on Sunday, Feb. 10, at 4 p.m., for a festival Eucharist at
which our bishop, the Rev. Dr. Ralph Jones, will install the Rev. Brenda Martin as pastor of Holy Trinity Lutheran Church.
The Rev. Harold Jacobson, assistant to the bishop and our synod’s Director of Evangelical Mission, will preach.
A meal will follow.

Epiphany Stars
At our celebrations of the Epiphany of our Lord on Jan. 5-6, we all received
Epiphany stars, a star with a word printed on it.
As one theologian says, Epiphany is “the story of dreamers and visionaries.” It
is the celebration of the Magi who saw visions, who followed a star. Yes, Epiphany is
a festival of dreamers — of wise men who dreamed that God could lead them by the
brightness of a star, of Christians throughout the ages who trusted in God’s dream for
creation. We, too, are called to ask what dream does God beckon us to follow?
Each of our stars has one word printed on it, one word for you to think on and dream about in
this year. (And here’s a hint: Your star might mean one thing to you today, but the meaning might
change during your year.) Place your star in a place where you can see it regularly. Let it be for you
a reminder of God’s presence - revealed to the Magi who followed the star - in your lives.
This is always the order of things in God’s realm — God always gives first, and then we are
invited to respond with our gifts and ourselves.
If you did not receive an Epiphany star and would like one, please see Pastor Brenda.

Sign Up To Attend a House Mass
We are beginning a series of House Masses in people’s homes to give Pastor Brenda a
chance to get to know you better, and to also give you a chance to talk about your hopes and
dreams for Holy Trinity Lutheran Church.
The Houses Masses will include a short Eucharist, followed by guided conversation. There
will be both daytime and evening times available.
The Houses Masses are, in a sense, a return to the early days of the church when groups of
Christians met in people’s homes to share in the Word, the Meal and in community.
Sign-up sheets are available in the narthex. Please sign up to attend one service.
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Souper Bowl Food Offering and Luncheon
Souper Bowl of Caring will be observed during worship the weekend of
February 2 and 3. You ar e asked to br ing gifts of canned goods for the Good
Shepherd Food Pantry and/or monetary gifts for the ELCA Word Hunger Appeal. Use a Hunger Appeal envelope fr om your packet of offer ing envelopes or a
pew envelope marked “Souper Bowl.” All are invited to the Souper Bowl luncheon on Sunday,
February 4 at 12:15 p.m. in Br ath Hall to suppor t our Souper Bowl of Caring day. The menu
is homemade soup and bread.

Classes for New Members and First Holy Communion
Two classes will be held in February for those who want to become members of Holy Trinity
Lutheran Church and for families of children in grades 3-5 (and older) who are ready to receive Holy Communion.

Those who have been worshiping at Holy Trinity who would like to become members
will meet with Pastor Brenda on Sunday, Feb. 3, during the Sunday School hour.

Families who have children in grades 3 through 5 (and older) who have not yet received Holy Communion will meet with Pastor Brenda on Sunday, Feb. 24, at 11:45
a.m. immediately after Sunday School for a very short information session so that we
can schedule times for classes.

Notes about Our Weekend Liturgies




Sung Words of Institution: Many people have commented about the Wor ds of Institution (“In the night in which he was betrayed …”) being sung, or chanted, by Pastor Brenda.
In the many forms of Eucharist Prayers that we use, these words are always used, as they
echo Jesus himself at the Last Supper. They are often called the “verba,” which is Latin for
“words.” The music that Pastor Brenda sings was composed by Martin Luther.
Prayers for the church: You might have noticed that in our weekly inter cessor y pr ayers, in the prayers for our local church community, we have begun to pray regularly that God
bring us the unbaptized and those who are searching for a church home. As we talk about
evangelism efforts, and sharing with our neighbors the good news about Christ crucified and
risen, it seems right to ask God to help bring us into contact with those who need to hear that
good news. Please consider adding this petition to your daily prayers, that our neighbors
might find a home with us.

Sunday School Advent Project
Boy did you collect a lot of socks and underwear for The Good Shepherd Center. Counted
individually (some came in packages and some came in single) you donated 266 pairs of socks and
220 pair of underwear. Thank you so much for your par ticipation and gener osity.
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Second Mile Giving For 2019 -- Focus
On ELCA Youth Gathering
The church council and finance committee are working to revise the Second Mile Giving
list for 2019, but the two groups have committed to a conversation in the first part of this year
about sending Holy Trinity's high school youth to the ELCA Youth Gathering in 2021.
Youth Gathering gathers about 30,000 of our youth from around the country every three
years for a week of worship, learning and service opportunities. The Gathering in 2021 will be held
in Minneapolis.
Those who have attended Youth Gathering have said that no one — not the teens or their
adult leaders — comes home unchanged. It is an amazing experience in a life's faith journey.
Because Youth Gathering involves significant preparation in advance — the teens spend a
lot of time together and the congregation would help with fund-raising — we will lift up Youth
Gathering as a repeated emphasis in Second Mile Giving this year.
Youth Gathering will be our emphasis in February, and then every other month throughout
2019. Look for the complete list of our Second Mile Giving opportunities within the next month.
A member of the congregation gave a generous gift of $100 to the Holy Trinity staff for
Christmas. The staff has decided to gift that money to the Youth Gathering fund to begin this effort. Please give generously in February to help kick off of our Youth Gathering fundraising.

Good Shepherd February Request
The Good Shepherd Center is our church community social service agency that supports the
needs of many in the area. The Good Shepherd Center's request for Holy Trinity for February is
canned fruit. Donations may be placed in the mar ked box in the cloister .

Lenten Prayer Retreat
Mark your calendars for a new offering in our life together at Holy Trinity. We will be holding our first Lenten prayer retreat on the first Saturday of Lent, March 9, from 9 a.m. until noon. We
hope this will become an annual event.
The retreat will give us the opportunity to explore different forms of prayer outside of our
regular weekly Eucharist and the daily offices (morning prayer and evening prayer).
We will begin and end the morning with communal prayer. In between, there will be a dozen
prayer stations set up throughout the church building where we can count our blessings, learn to
pray with scripture by dwelling with one passage or even one word, create something beautiful out
of our brokenness, make pocket crosses, experience a healing rite, and more.
The morning will include both time for quiet contemplation and a flurry of creative activity
as we begin to observe the season of Lent and contemplate the Passion of our Lord.
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From our Director of Music
The last Sunday of the Epiphany season, Transfiguration on March 3, 2019, will be celebrated
in five weeks; Ash Wednesday follows three days later on March 6, 2019. The liturgical setting will
change from Setting Nine to Setting Five [pages 156- 164 in ELW], a setting familiar to many in the
Assembly from childhood years in church and Sunday school. Part of this article aims to remind all
singers in the Assembly about the notation that is seen/read in Evangelical Lutheran Worship, the
red book; specifically, black and white notes – both without stems. Since no time signature or meter
is indicated notes must be thought of, meaning counted, as short (black) or long (white). The combination of these two KINDS of notes is the pulse for acclamations like Kyrie, Gospel Acclamation,
Sanctus, and Lamb of God. Thinking that a white note is a whole note and is therefore supposed to
be held or counted four (4) does NOT apply in the notation of this particular setting; this short or
long rhythm includes responses, like the Amen responses, in the office of Evening Prayer. Please
consider these reminders about short/long rhythms while singing Setting Five as the penitential season of Lent begins in early March.
One of the hymns Assembly will sing during Lent is found at # 666 in ELW, entitled “What
Wondrous Love Is This,” Wondrous Love being its hymn tune name. The text of this hymn was first
published in 1811 during the Second Great Awakening (1790 – 1850) in Lynchburg, Virginia in a
camp meeting songbook. An 1848 hymnal named The Hesperian Hymnal cites a Methodist minister,
Alexander Means from Oxford, Georgia as the lyric/text writer.
The melody to which this hymn was sung was an English melody, the tune of “The Ballade of
Captain Kidd,” circa 1701, although the melody itself was about one hundred years older. Initially
the text or lyric of W ondrous Love was printed without notation as in the camp songbook in Lynchburg, Virginia in 1811 and earlier referenced; but many of those hymns were sung to various other
popular melodies at the camp meetings. The words and melody together were first published in The
Southern Harmony, a shape note hymnal compiled by William Walker sometime between 1835 and
1843. In Walker’s compilation the hymn is arranged in three-part harmony.
Other versions of this hymn were included in:
Singin’ Billy, a folk opera composed by Charles F. Bryan in 1952;
Variations on a Shape-Note Hymn [Op. 34] by Samuel Barber in 1958;
this composition was requested by the organist of Christ Episcopal
Church in Grosse Point, Michigan for the dedication of the new Organ. Mr. Barber is
the composer of “Adagio for Strings” written in 1936 used in movie scores of Platoon
and The Elephant Man.
In 1966, United Methodist Book of Hymns was the first hymnal in the United States to include W ondrous Love as part of its standard hymnody; most denominations followed suit so this
very American hymn has become widely known. In Lutheran Book of Worship the arrangement of
Wondrous Love is by Donald Busarow while the version in Evangelical Lutheran Worship is arranged by Paul J. Christiansen.
Maidene Hackett
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Twelfth Night Celebration Thank You
The 33rd annual Twelfth Night party was enjoyed by members of the congregation on the
eve of the Epiphany, Saturday, January 5. Those participating represented a variety of ages, people
who attend both services, and guests. Brath Hall was seasonally decorated with candles, pine
boughs and red tablecloths.
The evening began with the “Blessing of the Household” led by Pastor Brenda. Before the
program, we supped on a delicious array of appetizers while listening to holiday music played by
Maidene Hackett. The program included the singing of carols, the reading of Epiphany poems, and
musical selections by the choir. The evening concluded with more time for fellowship during the
tasty dessert course.
Many thanks to those who helped make our traditional Twelfth Night party such a lovely
evening:
Program Planners: Director of Music, Maidene Hackett; Ruth Heil and Billie Hollenbaugh,
in consultation with Pastor Brenda.
Set-Up and Decorations by Carol Koehler, Judy Leary, Kathy Thompson and Ruth Heil
Beverages and Clean-up Recruiting: Bonnie Massing
Readers: Don Achenbach, Mary Larson, Olivia and Tyler Martin-Call and Carol McQueen.
Clean-up Crew: Sue and Don Achenbach, Beth Harpst, Alyssa and Aubrey Martin, Olivia
and Tyler Martin-Call, Bonnie and Bob Massing, Sean, Ryan and Kelly Oros, Ed Pitcher, Marj Stubert.
Choir Members: Sue Achenbach, Fran and Ken Black, Mary Beth Bradley, Ruth and Henry
Heil, Billie and Dave Hollenbaugh, Rae Johnson, Jane McCall, Kathy and Curt Thompson; special
thanks to John Myers for joining the bass section.
We appreciate the appetizer and dessert creations brought by all in attendance to share.
As always, our thanks to Tammy Williams, Office Administrator, for assistance with reservations, program design and printing.
Ruth Heil
Thanks to all who helped with the funeral luncheon for
Mike Halliday’s family and friends.
Thanks to cooks, set up people, servers and cleanup people:
Gretchen Minetti, Marge Stull, Marie Riley, Dick Meeker, Cathy
Richardson, Ruth Ann Gruber, Jason Gruber, Louise Gilmore,
Marilyn Johnson, Sue Achenbach, and Sue Bittler.
Bonnie Massing
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church,
Thank you ever so much for all your prayers and good
wishes during my illness. They are greatly appreciated.
There’s a lot more to go through but it’s a comfort to know
I have your prayers and thought.
All my love,
Carol Krepp
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February
Birthdays
3
4
7
8
9
12
13
14
16
17
20
21

23

25
27

Richard Hall
John Moore
Diana Oros
Linda Oros
Carol Koehler
Jim Bittel
Vicki Hildebrand
Mike Bradley
Anna-Marie Shears
Betty Good
Stuart Anderson
Julie Gilmore
Heather Balas
Beth Hall
Ronald Knapp
Julia Mozes
Clara Balas
Chuck Lanning
Linda Saverino
Cathy Richardson
Sidney Richardson
Amy VanKanegan
Greg Liszka
Marie Eaves
Dan Eppley

February Anniversaries
The following members of our congregation are celebrating
anniversaries this month. Congratulate them when you see them.
Bob and Jill Murrin
Gerry and Mary Larson

24 years
9 years

February 14, 1995
February 14, 2010

Birth
Congratulations to Matthew and Carrie Moinet on the arrival
of their son, Silas Charles, born on January 7, 2019. We also extend
congratulations to Silas’ grandparents, Chris and Judi Moinet.

Funeral
Michael Halliday
Born:
Died:
Funeral liturgy:

November 2, 1926
December 31, 2018
January 4, 2019

“Rest eternal grant him, O Lord;
and let light perpetual shine upon him.”

Trinity Travelers
If you visit another church, drop off a bulletin from that church,
with your name on it, so that you can be a Trinity Traveler.
Anna-Marie Shears
Punxsutawney Area Lutheran Parish
Pastor Jake Jacobson
Jill Murrin and Marilyn Johnson
St. John’s Lutheran Church of Parkville
Baltimore, Maryland
Pastor Lesley M. Radius
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Ken and Lori McEwen
St. Philip Lutheran Church
Mt. Dora, Florida
The Rev. Johan Bergh

