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On November 30/December 1 we begin our holy journey
through Advent, the start of a new year on our church calendar
and also the start of our second year together. I’ve been reflecting on this past year, and am amazed it went by so quickly, and
also am amazed by all of you.
This is truly a wonderful congregation to serve. There is
so much work that gets done behind the scenes that seems like
it just miraculously happens, but I know that’s because all of
you are pitching in and providing your gifts. Thank you. There
is so much to love about the worship life here. Thank you to all
of you who make that happen every weekend, plus every day
during Lent and Advent, and at other times. This congregation
is also gifted with significant leadership skills. Thanks to all of
those who step up to serve on council, chair committees and
serve in other roles, all while providing guidance and wisdom
to the whole our whole community of faith. We also have a
committed staff who keeps the trains running; thank you to
them for all they do.
We’ve done some new things in the past year, experienced some different worship, hosted some significant community events, worked through some tricky moments, reached out
to the greater Greenville community in new and different ways.
And all of this is what it means to be the church in our time and
place. We are rooted in our worship of the God who makes all
things new, and we go out strengthened for the journey, meeting people where they are and telling them the good news of
Jesus Christ when we have the opportunity.
This first weekend in Advent always brings us back to
the new thing God is doing, and it’s good to be reminded of
that. God continues to work through all of you to accomplish
God’s purposes. There is no greater calling in life than the one
you have all answered as children of God.
The season’s blessings to all of you from a grateful pastor,
Pastor Brenda
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Blue Christmas:
How to Celebrate When You Don’t Feel Like It
December can be a really difficult month for some of us, especially those of us who have experienced a recent loss, or for those of us who experienced a long-ago loss that still dampens our
holidays.
Whether the loss is the death of someone you care about, changing life circumstances in relationships or with the economy or with illness, the feeling of an empty nest while remembering holidays past … all of these things can make it hard to find the joy in the season.
On Sunday, December 15, at 3:00 p.m., we will be offering a Blue Christmas liturgy to the
community as a time to gather in sacred space, sing, hear God’s word, light candles, and talk openly
about what it feels like to be out-of-step with everyone else at this time of year. There can be healing in the experience.
We invite you to join us, tell friends and family who you think might benefit, and discover
how a babe born in a manger can bring wholeness to our sometimes-broken lives. Because Christ
was born for this.

Stewardship Plea
To date 50 of our households returned their Planned Giving Cards.
We ask that if you have yet to return your Stewardship Commitment Card,
that you do so by December 8, thus aiding the Finance Committee in their
budget planning for 2020. There are extra cards available in the Narthex.

Farewell and Godspeed
At the end of October, Jacob (Jeff) and Jill Newcomer sold their
Greenville home and made the decision to relocate to the Pittsburgh area with Jill’s father. They are boldly stepping into new life, not sure of
their paths, but sure that the time was right to make a change.
Please pray for them as they reconnect with old friends and family, including at their new Lutheran church, which was actually their old
Lutheran church. Keep them in prayer as they look for jobs and make
new friends.
We will miss them among our community of faith, but send them
with blessings for their journey.
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Order Poinsettias, Donate to decorate the church and/or
Donate to the Domestic Disaster Response
Please note the Christmas Poinsettia/Decorations and Domestic Disaster Response deadline is Sunday, December 8, 2019.

Advent Morning Prayer
Morning Prayer will begin on Monday, December 2 and conclude on Monday,
December 23 in the choir pews. It begins at 8:30 a.m. and concludes at 8:50
a.m. Please use the rear parking lot door for entry. Take this opportunity for quiet
reflection at the beginning of your day as a way of making spiritual preparation
during Advent.

Advent Fellowship Meal For All
The congregational Advent Fellowship Meal is an opportunity to
eat and have fellowship together during the Advent season. Dinner will
be served in Brath Hall on Wednesday, December 4, 11, and 18 at 5:30
p.m. Ther e will be a fr eewill donation basket available.
Advent Evening Prayer will be prayed directly following in the
Nave at 6:15 p.m. Come, be part of building community among us.

Advent Vespers - An Invitation to Prayer
This month a Service of Evening Prayer will be prayed on the following
Wednesday evenings of Advent: December 4, 11, and 18 at 6:15 p.m. in the
nave. Since the ear liest days, Chr istians have pr ayed in the mor ning, at midday, in the evening and at bedtime.
The images of the day – sunrise, noon, sunset and night – became ways to
understand the presence of Christ throughout the day. And so Christians speak of
Christ the light who never sets, Christ the dawning light of God’s mercy. The lighted large candle
carried into the darkened nave at the beginning of evening prayer represents Christ, and in combination with the Advent Wreath provides a powerful symbol of hope as we sit expectantly in the encroaching winter darkness. Plan to prepare for the Incarnation by prayer, reflection, and meditation
on the Word.
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Advent Coin Folders
Advent Coin Folders ar e available for pick up in the nar thex for anyone inter ested in
keeping this tradition. There is a basket in the narthex where you may return your folder. They
may also be placed in the offering plate on Sunday.

Hanging of the Greens
(and “Un-Hanging”)
This year the “Hanging of the Greens” will take place on Sunday, December 22 at 10:45
a.m.. with the decor ating of the nar thex, nave, altar , and other ar eas of the chur ch will begin.
Join in this time of fellowship and preparedness for the upcoming Christmas liturgies. Remember, many hands make light work for all.
We will also gather on Sunday, January 5 after the 10:45 a.m. to un-decorate the chur ch. A
light lunch of soup and bread will be provided before the un-decorating begins. Plan to come to this
time of fellowship and help everyone finish in record time.

Office Closed for Christmas and New Year’s
The Church Office will be closed Tuesday and Wednesday, December 24 and 25 and
Wednesday, January 1 so staff may enjoy the holidays with family and fr iends. Chr istmas
blessings to all.

Christmas Worship
The wonder, the mystery, the joy of our Lord’s birth is the message and meaning of Christmas. The Twelve Days of this season spread across December 25 through January 5. To gather and
adore Christ in worship is the highlight of this holy time.
Tuesday, December 24 - Christmas Eve
7:00 p.m. Holy Communion
11:00 p.m. Festival Holy Communion and Candle Lighting (gather ing begins with Special Music for the Holy Night at 10:45 p.m. Worship concludes as we leave the church in the
first minutes of Christmas Day.)
Wednesday, December 25 - Christmas Day
10:45 a.m. Holy Communion
Sunday, December 29, Fir st Sunday of Chr istmas
9:30 a.m. Holy Communion (No Sunday Chur ch School or Confir mation Class.)
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Year-End Contributions to Holy Trinity - Important
Notice: Friday, December 28 Deadline
All contributions to Holy Trinity Lutheran Church - whether cash or stock - in order to be
recorded as being given in 2018 need to be into the church office no later than Friday, December 27
or mailed to the church with a postmark no later than December 31.
A reminder: the date of a check is not the determining date. What counts is either the date on
which the church receives a check or the date on which a mailed check is postmarked.
Offerings placed in the offering plate on January 1 must be counted as contributed in the new
year. Begin using new offering envelopes only on or after January 1, 2020.
If you have any special circumstances or questions, please contact the congregation’s treasurer, John Weaver.

Financial Update as Of October 30, 2019
Budget YTD
Received YTD
Amount Needed YTD

Income

$ 316,937
$ 280,281
$ 36,656

Expense
Budget YTD
Disbursed YTD
Surplus YTD

$ 316,937
$ 299,071
$ 17,866

Congregational Growth Fund
2019 Annual Budget
$ 13,104
Received YTD
$ 5,809
% Annual Goal
44.33%
Loan Payment
2019 Annual Budget
Received YTD
% Annual Goal

$ 8,000
$ 3,855
48.19%

2020 Youth Gathering
Received YTD

$ 2,030

You are invited to direct questions to John Weaver, Treasurer, at 724.699.3231, or Bob
Massing, Finance Committee Chair, at 724.253.2932.
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From Our Director of Music
Two Carols and An Invitation
During the season of Christmas, twelve days, a season that begins on December 25 and ends
with Epiphany on January 6, two new hymns, both by Paul Manz, will be sung at Holy Trinity.
“Peace Came to Earth”, also known by the hymn tune, Schneider, is a melody that serves as the vehicle for a text by Jaroslav Vajda, a contemporary hymn text writer whose words have been blended
with many other tunes not composed by Paul Manz. Both tune and text writers were born in 1919
and were contemporaries of a sort. There is a Pennsylvania connection here: Jaroslav's parents John,
a pastor, and Mary, came from Hazelton, Pennsylvania and were called to a pastorate at the Slovak
Lutheran Church in Lorrain, Ohio where Jaroslav was born in 1919. He began translating Slovakian
poetry at the age of fifteen, although his personal contribution to hymn texts did not begin until he
was forty-nine. Between 1968 and his death in 2008 he wrote the texts for over 200 hymns. After
graduation from Concordia Seminary and ordination, Vajda was called to two churches in Pennsylvania; Cranesville [1945 - 1949] and Tarentum [1953 - 1963].
Paul Manz, May 10,1919 was born in Cleveland and his mother directed most of his early
music education; he began as a music teacher, a graduate of Concordia, River Forrest, Illinois now
Chicago. He eventually became the cantor at St. Luke Lutheran Church in Chicago and developed
what became known as the hymn festival. The hymn, “A Stable Lamp is Lighted”, Sittler [hymn
tune name] will be sung by Parish Choir during the Gospel processional at the 11:00 p.m. service on
Christmas Eve. Manz's tune/melody is the setting for Richard Wilbur's poem “A Christmas Hymn”
which was included in a volume titled Advice to a Prophet and Other Hymns published by Houghton Mifflin in 1961. This text has been set to other melodies but the one attached to Manz's composition was first published in 2009. Manz and Vadja were influential in Lutheran hymnody for many
years during 20th century. Manz outlived Vadja by approximately eight months, the former dying at
age 90 in 2009, Vadja in 2008 at the age of eighty-nine.

Lastly, all congregants and families, friends, and acquaintances are invited to a holiday concert sponsored by FOM featuring pianist, Ian Chovan of Lovellville, Ohio. His repertoire will include some Christmas carols as well as jazz piano, show tunes, and personal favorites. He is the
great nephew of Mary Beth and Michael Bradley.
Concert time is December 29, 2019 at 3:30 p.m. reception following. Please mark your calendars and plan to attend and support this young pianist.
Maidene Hackett
6

Bethesda Christmas
As of this writing, there are still some gift tags on the bulletin
board in the narthex that have a girl’s number and age on one side and a
specific gift on the other for her. If you would like to provide that gift,
take the card, purchase the gift, return the unwrapped gift to the church
with the tag attached to the gift and in a bag.
The deadline for all items to be returned is Wednesday, December
11. They will be delivered to Bethesda on December 16. Donations may
be dropped off in the box in the narthex or in the church office.

Greenville High School to Host Dinner
Greenville High School and the Class of 2020 are pleased to announce plans to host a holiday dinner for senior citizens of the district. The dinner will be served on Wednesday, December
18, 2019 in the high school cafeteria beginning at 1:15 p.m. Please do not enter the building before
1:00 p.m.
Any senior citizen wishing to attend is asked to make a reservation by calling 724-588-2500,
ext. 2131 by Wednesday, December 11, 2019.
There is no cost for the dinner, but donation will be accepted.

Good Shepherd December Request
The Good Shepherd Center is our church community social service agency that supports the
needs of many in the area. The Good Shepherd Center's request for Holy Trinity for December is
boxed or canned meals. Donations may be placed in the mar ked box in the cloister .
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Second Mile Giving For December 2019 -ELCA Youth Gathering
Sending Holy Trinity's high school youth to the ELCA Youth Gathering in 2021.
Youth Gathering gathers about 30,000 of our youth from around the country every three
years for a week of worship, learning and service opportunities. The Gathering in 2021 will be held
in Minneapolis.
Those who have attended Youth Gathering have said that no one - not the teens or their adult
leaders - comes home unchanged. It is an amazing experience in a life's faith journey.
Because Youth Gathering involves significant preparation in advance - the teens spend a lot
of time together and the congregation would help with fund-raising - we will lift up Youth Gathering as a repeated emphasis in Second Mile Giving this year.
Youth Gathering has been our emphasis every other month since February and will continue
throughout 2019.
To give to Second Mile, you can place your gift in an envelope that may be found in the pew
rack, or you may mail your contribution to the church office in an envelope
clearly marked, “Second Mile Giving.” All Second Mile contributions received during the month of December will be given to the designated cause.
Please give generously to help our Youth Gathering fundraising.

Twelfth Night Celebration
The 33rd annual Twelfth Night Party will begin at 6:45 p.m. on Sunday, January 5, 2020.
Brath Hall will be festively decorated to celebrate the final night of the 12 days of Christmas and the
close of the Christmas season.
You are invited to enjoy music, poetry, the singing of carols, with food and fellowship.
Please bring an appetizer or dessert to share.
Please fill out the reservation form below and indicate which items you would like to prepare
for the festivities.
Plan to come and share in this lovely, moving, Twelfth Night tradition.

Twelfth Night Celebration, 2020
Name:

______________________________________

Phone:

______________________________________

Would like to bring (please circle one)

Appetizer

Drink

Please R. S. V. P. to the Church Office at 724-588-8870
or at holytrinitygreenville@verizon.net
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Dessert

Altar and Columbarium Flowers Sign Up Sheet
The sign up sheet for Altar and/or Columbarium flowers is up in the
Narthex if you are interested is signing up for the coming year.
The cost is $22.50 for Altar vase or $45.00 for both. The cost is also
$22.50 for each Columbarium Vase or a total of $45.00 for both.
A few items to be aware of:

Fill out the forms that are available in the Narthex with who the
flowers are in memory or in celebration of for the office even if
you have standing orders,

If the office does not receive a completed form, the bulletin will
read “to the Glory of God by ______.”

The bill will come directly to your home from Apple Basket Florists, and you will
send the payment directly.

Altar flowers will be delivered to a shut-in or some one in the hospital after the 9:30
service

If you wish to take the Altar flowers, please call Bonnie Massing, at 724-253-2932.

The columbarium flowers stay in place throughout the week.

Funeral
Andrew I. Moreland
Born:
Died:
Funeral Liturgy:

September 27, 1933
November 14, 2019
November 20, 2019

“Rest eternal grant him, O Lord;
and let light perpetual shine upon
him.”
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December
2
3
4
6

8
9
11
12
13
16
20
24
25
26
29

December Anniversaries

Birthdays

The following members of our congregation are celebrating
anniversaries this month. Congratulate them when you see them.

Judy Leary
Jennifer Martin
Dan Spence
Bob Dorfeld
Elaine Wilkins
Easton Mozes
Catherine Snyder
Tris Hall
Kaitlyn McCann
Garrett Daniello
Frances Wackenhut
Jerry Larson
Charlie Eaves
Patricia Leax
Allen Davis
Alyssa Martin
B. J. Mozes
Jonathan Schultz
Margaret Callen
Erin McKinney

Bill and Judith Bubeck
Randy and Vicki Coxson
Chris and Judi Moinet
Mike and Mary Beth Bradley
Ken and Cathy Anderson
Jim and Jennifer Martin
Gene and Gretchen Minetti

60 years
30 years
42 years
31 years
37 years
30 years
58 years

December 5, 1959
December 23, 1989
December 23, 1977
December 27, 1988
December 28, 1982
December 29, 1989
December 30, 1961

Trinity Travelers
If you visit another church,
drop off a bulletin from that church,
with your name on it, so that you can
be a Trinity Traveler.
Barry and Linda Oman
St. Philip Lutheran Church
Myrtle Beach, South Carolina
Rev. Jason M. Lee

Thank You
Thank you to all who helped with the funeral meal for Andy
Moreland on Wednesday, November 20. I continue to be so appreciative of your willingness to step up and say “Yes, I can do that.”
Gretchen Minetti, Nancy Ullstrom, Ruth Heil, Beth Harpst, Ed
Pitcher, Karen McKay, Nancy McLaughlin, Nikki Weaver, Louise
Gilmore, Ruth Gruber, Mary Moore, Linda Saverino, John Moore,
David Leary, and Jonathan Oros - THANK YOU.
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