Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, Greenville
Fourth Sunday after Pentecost
June 28, 2020

1

Welcome in the name of Our Lord Jesus Christ! If you come as a visitor today, we
hope you will leave as a friend. We count it a privilege and a blessing to have you with us
in worship. If you are not presently a member of any congregation, please feel welcome
to gather with us around Jesus in this community of his disciples at Holy Trinity. Come
and worship with us again!
Invitation to Communion: Holy Communion is the body and blood of Jesus Christ by
which our Lord is truly present to forgive sin and bring life and salvation. All baptized
Christians who believe this promise are welcome to commune. Parents with children are
encouraged to come to the altar together. Children who do not yet receive communion
will receive the blessing of the Church from the Pastor.
Procedure for Communing: We will be using a form of processional communion. An
usher will release each pew to come forward at a time to avoid a long line in the aisle.
Pick up a communion cup on either side at the first pew. The pastor will place a host in
your open palm. Turn to either the left or right side to the deacon or communion assistant
to receive wine. After consuming the host and wine, pour any remaining wine into the
container, then discard your cup. Children who have not yet received their First Holy
Communion should come forward for a blessing. Please maintain social distance between
non-family members.
Gluten-free wafers are available; let Pastor know when you come forward to
receive.
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Service of the Word
Significance of the Day: The welcome of baptism is for all God’s children. This baptismal
gift sets us free from the power of sin and death. In today’s gospel, Christ promises that the
disciple who gives a cup of cold water to the little ones serves Christ himself. From worship
we are sent on our baptismal mission: to serve the little ones of this world and to be a sign of
God’s merciful welcome.

Gathering
Prelude

Hymn Improvisations on Lasset uns mit Jesu ziehan
(Manz et al)

(The assembly stands as the ministers enter.)
Confession
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
whose steadfast love is everlasting,
whose faithfulness endures from generation to generation.
Amen.
Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.
Reconciling God,
we confess that we do not trust your abundance,
and we deny your presence in our lives.
We place our hope in ourselves
and rely on our own efforts.
We fail to believe that you provide enough for all.
We abuse your good creation for our own benefit.
We fear difference and do not welcome others
as you have welcomed us.
We sin in thought, word, and deed.
By your grace, forgive us;
through your love, renew us;
and in your Spirit, lead us;
so that we may live and serve you in newness of life. Amen.
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Beloved of God,
by the radical abundance of divine mercy
we have peace with God through ☩ Christ Jesus,
through whom we have obtained grace upon grace.
Our sins are forgiven.
Let us live now in hope.
For hope does not disappoint,
because God’s love has been poured into our hearts
through the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Opening Hymn

How Good, Lord, to Be Here!

(We will not be singing but these words are here for your reflection.)
How good, Lord, to be here!
Your glory fills the night;
your face and garments, like the sun,
shine with unborrowed light.
How good, Lord, to be here!
your beauty to behold
where Moses and Elijah stand,
your messengers of old.
Fulfiller of the past
and hope of things to be,
we hail your body glorified
and our redemption see.
Before we taste of death,
we see your kingdom come;
we long to hold the vision bright
and make this hill our home.
How good, Lord, to be here!
Yet we may not remain;
but since you bid us leave the mount,
come with us to the plain.
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Apostolic Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
Prayer of the Day
Let us pray.
O God, you direct our lives by your grace, and your words of justice and
mercy reshape the world. Mold us into a people who welcome your word
and serve one another, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
(The assembly sits.)

Word
First Reading

Jeremiah 28:5-9

A reading from Jeremiah:
5 Then the prophet Jeremiah spoke to the prophet Hananiah in the
presence of the priests and all the people who were standing in the house of
the Lord; 6 and the prophet Jeremiah said, “Amen! May the Lord do so;
may the Lord fulfill the words that you have prophesied, and bring back to
this place from Babylon the vessels of the house of the Lord, and all the
exiles. 7 But listen now to this word that I speak in your hearing and in the
hearing of all the people. 8 The prophets who preceded you and me from
ancient times prophesied war, famine, and pestilence against many
countries and great kingdoms. 9 As for the prophet who prophesies peace,
when the word of that prophet comes true, then it will be known that the
Lord has truly sent the prophet.”
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Psalm 89:1-4, 15-18
1 Your love, O LORD, forever will I sing;
from age to age my mouth will proclaim your faithfulness.
2 For I am persuaded that your steadfast love is established forever;
you have set your faithfulness firmly | in the heavens.
3 "I have made a covenant with my | chosen one;
I have sworn an oath to Da- | vid my servant:
4 'I will establish your | line forever,
and preserve your throne for all | generations.'"
15 Happy are the people who know the | festal shout!
They walk, O LORD, in the light | of your presence.
16 They rejoice daily | in your name;
they are jubilant | in your righteousness.
17 For you are the glory | of their strength,
and by your favor our might | is exalted.
18 Truly, our shield belongs | to the LORD;
our king to the Holy | One of Israel.
Second Reading

Romans 6:12-23

A reading from Romans:
12 Therefore, do not let sin exercise dominion in your mortal bodies,
to make you obey their passions. 13 No longer present your members to sin
as instruments of wickedness, but present yourselves to God as those who
have been brought from death to life, and present your members to God as
instruments of righteousness. 14 For sin will have no dominion over you,
since you are not under law but under grace.
15 What then? Should we sin because we are not under law but
under grace? By no means! 16 Do you not know that if you present
yourselves to anyone as obedient slaves, you are slaves of the one whom
you obey, either of sin, which leads to death, or of obedience, which leads
to righteousness? 17 But thanks be to God that you, having once been
slaves of sin, have become obedient from the heart to the form of teaching
to which you were entrusted, 18 and that you, having been set free from sin,
have become slaves of righteousness. 19 I am speaking in human terms
because of your natural limitations. For just as you once presented your
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members as slaves to impurity and to greater and greater iniquity, so now
present your members as slaves to righteousness for sanctification.
20 When you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to
righteousness. 21 So what advantage did you then get from the things of
which you now are ashamed? The end of those things is death. 22 But now
that you have been freed from sin and enslaved to God, the advantage you
get is sanctification. The end is eternal life. 23 For the wages of sin is death,
but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Gospel Acclamation (The assembly stands.)
Alleluia!
You are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation,
in order that you may proclaim the mighty acts
of the one who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light
Alleluia!
Gospel
Matthew 10:40-42
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the tenth chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.
(The reading of the Gospel.)
40 AWhoever welcomes you welcomes me, and whoever welcomes
me welcomes the one who sent me. 41 Whoever welcomes a prophet in the
name of a prophet will receive a prophet=s reward; and whoever welcomes a
righteous person in the name of a righteous person will receive the reward
of the righteous; 42 and whoever gives even a cup of cold water to one of
these little ones in the name of a discipleCtruly I tell you, none of these will
lose their reward.@
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
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(The assembly sits.)
The Sermon

Pastor Brenda Martin

(The assembly remains seated.)
Hymn of the Day

Where Cross the Crowded Ways of Life

(We will not be singing but these words are here for your reflection.)
Where cross the crowded ways of life,
where sound the cries of race and clan,
above the noise of selfish strife,
we hear your voice, O Son of Man.
In haunts of wretchedness and need,
on shadowed thresholds dark with fears,
from paths where hide the lures of greed,
we catch the vision of your tears.
From tender childhood's helplessness,
from human grief and burdened toil,
from famished souls, from sorrow's stress,
your heart has never known recoil.
The cup of water giv'n for you
still holds the freshness of your grace;
yet long these multitudes to view
the strong compassion in your face.
O Master, from the mountainside
make haste to heal these hearts of pain;
among these restless throngs abide;
oh, tread the city's streets again;
Till all the world shall learn your love,
and follow where your feet have trod;
till glorious from your heav'n above
shall come the city of our God.
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(The assembly stands.)
Apostles' Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
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Prayers of Intercession
A:
Called into unity with one another and the whole creation, let us pray for
our shared world responding, “Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.”
(Brief silence)
A:

C.
A:

C.
A:

C.
A:

C.
A:

C.

God of companionship, encourage our relationships with our siblings in
Christ. Bless our conversations. Shape our shared future and give us hearts
eager to join in a festal shout of praise. We pray for the other churches that
we have been in partnership with for worship. Bless those congregations,
and help us continue to share our gifts with each other. We pray for our
bishops, Elizabeth and Michael; our pastors, deacons, musicians and all
who serve you and your people on this day. Lord in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
God of abundance, you make your creation thrive and grow to provide all
that we need. Inspire us to care for our environment and be attuned to
where the earth is crying out. We pray for our farmers. Bring them good
weather for growing the food that feeds us. Lord in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
God of mercy, your grace is poured out for all. Inspire authorities, judges,
and politicians to act with compassion. Teach us to overcome fear with
hope, meet hate with love, and welcome one another as we would welcome
you. We pray that your arc of justice will come to our world. Lord in your
mercy,
hear our prayer.
God of care, accompany all who are in deepest need. Comfort those who
are sick, lonely, or abandoned. We pray for all those who have become ill
with Covid-19, and all those who care for them. Be with those who are
searching for a vaccine and for those working to find the best treatment
methods. Strengthen those who are in prison or awaiting trial. Renew the
spirits of all who call upon you. Lord in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
God of community, we give thanks for this congregation. We give thanks
that we are able to be together -- both those in this building and those
watching from their homes -- to worship you together. Give us passion to
embrace your mission and the vision to recognize where you are leading us.
Teach us how to live more faithfully with each other. Be with this
congregation today as it hears annual reports and elects leaders for the year
ahead. Give us wisdom and let your fire for mission burn within us. Lord
in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
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A:

C.

God of love, you gather in your embrace all who have died. Keep us
steadfast in our faith and renew our trust in your promise. Lord in your
mercy,
hear our prayer.

A:

Are there others for whom we should pray?

P.

Receive these prayers, O God, and those too deep for words; through Jesus
Christ our Lord.
Amen.

C:
Peace

The peace of Christ be with you always.

And also with you.

(The assembly sits.)

Meal
Music as the meal is prepared

Interlude on Heath

(Groves)

(The deacon, on behalf of the people, prays.)
Offering Prayer
Let us pray
Gracious God, you open your hand, filling our lives will all good things and
renewing the face of the earth. We offer these gifts in thanksgiving for all
that we have received from your bounty. Accept them for the sake of him
who offered his life for us, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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Prayer of Thanksgiving
Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor,
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension,
we await his coming in glory.
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord,
and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food,
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord;
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be all honor and glory, now and forever.
Amen.
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Lord’s Prayer
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.
Breaking of Bread
The gifts of God for the people of God. Come, for all is now ready.
(The assembly sits.)
Communion of the Faithful
Procedure for Communing: We will be using a form of processional
communion. An usher will release each pew to come forward at a time to
avoid a long line in the aisle. Pick up a communion cup on either side at
the first pew. The pastor will place a host in your open palm. Turn to either
the left or right side to the deacon or communion assistant to receive wine.
After consuming the host and wine, pour any remaining wine into the
container, then discard your cup. Children who have not yet received their
First Holy Communion should come forward for a blessing. Please
maintain social distance between non-family members.
(Following the Communion the assembly stands for the blessing.)
Post-Communion Blessing
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and preserve
you onto eternal life.
Amen.
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Prayer after Communion
Let us pray. God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation
you have united us with Christ, making us one with all your people. Now
send us forth in the power of your Spirit, that we may proclaim your
redeeming love to the world and continue forever in the risen life of Jesus
Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

Sending
Our Prayer for These Times
O God, you have called your servants to ventures of which we cannot
see the ending, by paths as yet untrodden, through perils unknown.
Give us faith to go out with good courage, not knowing where we go,
but only that your hand is leading us and your love supporting us;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Blessing
Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
Amen.
Dismissal
Go forth into the world to serve God with gladness;
be of good courage; hold fast to that which is good; render to no one evil
for evil;
strengthen the fainthearted; support the weak;
help the afflicted; honor all people;
love and serve God, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit.
Thanks be to God.
Postlude

Hymn Variation on Hyfrydol

(Held)

(Once the pastor is at the back of the church, ushers will dismiss by row.)
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