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O God, you have called your servants to ventures of which we
cannot see the ending, by paths as yet untrodden, through perils
unknown. Give us faith to go out with good courage, not knowing
where we go, but only that your hand is leading us and your love
supporting us; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,
I come to you in the name of Jesus Christ, the great healer,
in whose name we pray for all things.
The prayer at the top of this page comes from our Evening
Prayer service, and it is a prayer for these times. We can't see
what’s coming toward us. We can't see how this will all end. We
can’t see how the COVID-19 crisis will impact our towns, our
families, and our church. We will be using this prayer a lot in the
coming days and weeks in all of the worship and worship materials that we share with you either in mailings, on our website or on
our Facebook page.
My hope is that this prayer will continue to remind all of
us, including me, that we do not walk through these days alone,
but with the love of Christ leading us, guiding us, walking alongside of us, carrying us when we are too worn down to walk ourselves.
We are living in very uncertain times, with things changing
regarding COVID-19 every minute, every hour. We are already as
a congregation physically distancing ourselves from one another
by canceling worship and all other activities at Holy Trinity. We
decided to do this for two weeks. Guidance from our bishop has
tacked another week onto that. The truth is, I don’t know when we
will be able to be back together for worship. I hope and pray we
can be together, physically, for Easter, but I don’t know.
We will be reevaluating this decision until it is safe to gather again.
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The leaders of your congregation – including the congregation council, the finance committee and the staff – are all working to address issues that are affecting us at Holy Trinity.
There are two primary issues:
1. The public health threat. We have addressed this by not gathering and by limiting access.
This issue then becomes a pastoral one. How do we care for each other, keep connected and care for
our neighbors? We have a bunch of initiatives in the works, including offering more online opportunities to get us through these times. Our social ministry committee will be looking at doing grocery
store and pharmacy pickups for people. We'll be trying to connect people with our shut-ins, our people who live alone, and others who might like to hear from another human. This also may be a time
for ministry opportunity. How do we best serve each other and the greater community? We will be
addressing some of these things in future days as we scrap together an infrastructure to serve as best
as we are able.
2. The economic threat. We know our investments have already and will likely continue to
take a beating. This might be severe for us, especially given that around $100,000 of our budget was
to come from investments. But we're in the same boat with every other individual and every other
business, and we'll have to adjust and make hard decisions when all of this becomes a little clearer.
We should expect our offerings to be off. We ask you to continue with their faithful stewardship.
During this time of crisis, we are hoping that the members of the congregation will continue your
faithful stewardship, as the work of Holy Trinity is changing, but not ceasing and we need your support. Although we won’t be passing the plate, we are exploring opportunities for online giving on
our website, and there is also the US Mail. Your stewardship is especially important now, including
our outreach budget. The Good Shepherd Center is going to be feeding more people and needs our
support. The Lutheran Disaster Relief is going to have a larger task, because this is, indeed, a disaster.
Worship is a vital part of who we are as people of faith, and we need it now, more than ever.
We will be worshiping, for now, virtually via our website and our Facebook page, and we hope that
many of you can join us. But, as the text for last Sunday reminded us, we don’t worship God in just
one place. In the story of the woman at the well, Jesus says to the woman “Believe me, the hour is
coming where you will worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem…. God is spirit and those who worship God must worship in spirit and truth.” (John 4:21, 24) We will come to
understand this text more in the days ahead as we gather on Sundays via computer to worship God
AS Holy Trinity even though we will not be AT Holy Trinity. We trust that God will be with us as
we worship where we are with our hearts and minds.
Beyond virtual worship, we will be figuring how we will continue to attend to some of our
other ministries, namely, our commitment to continue providing food to the Good Shepherd Center,
as well as the special Easter items that the Center asked us to provide.
I wish I could give you clear answers to the many questions you might have, in keeping with
the Catechism, “What does this mean?” Honestly, I am not sure. But I do believe that we are doing
the faithful thing for the whole community by modeling the kind of behavior we need as we respond
to this pandemic. Our office will remain open as long we are able to do so.
The Bible tells us repeatedly, “Do not fear,” and that is a message to which we can cling today and always. We are not doing this to be fearful, but rather faithful to what science and public
health professionals tell us about the importance of trying to keep people from spreading the virus
during this phase of mitigation. The God who has told us not to fear is the same God who will be
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present with us in the days and weeks ahead. We are unsure of what the future holds, but we know
who holds the future, and from that we are able to find comfort and strength. Do not hesitate to
reach out for support during this time, or to share with us ideas about how we can support one another. In the days ahead I will continue to update you on what we are doing and how we are being
church together, even if we aren’t physically in the same space,
May you know God’s peace in turbulent times.
Pastor Brenda

Coronavirus Q&A
About worship? We will continue to wor ship – together, but from our homes – on Sunday mornings at 9:30 a.m. Find our worship on our website, www.holytrinitygreenvillepa.com, or on our Facebook page. We will also continue to post in both places additional resources for you to pray at
home. If you do not have Internet access, please let Tammy know if you would like to receive mailings from the church with worship resources. She will be keeping a list.
Where’s the pastor? Pastor Br enda will be at the chur ch on occasion, but will be wor king
from home to isolate much of the time so that she can remain healthy for pastoral calls to hospitals
or nursing homes or your homes if needed. If you need her, you can call, text or email. Her number
is 814-881-8959 and her email is bmartin983@aol.com. If you need a pastoral visit for any reason,
please call.
What about my offering? Dur ing this time of cr isis, we ar e hoping that the member s of the
congregation will continue your faithful stewardship, as the work of Holy Trinity is changing, but
not ceasing, and we need your support. Although we won’t be passing the plate, we are exploring
opportunities for online giving on our website, and there is also the US Mail. You may also drop
your offering off at the church using the mail slot found on the wall around the corner from the back
door near the outdoor garbage cans. This will be checked often.
Where can I get information? We ar e setting aside a por tion of our website,
www.holytrinitygreenvillepa.com, to bring you information. We will put resources there to give you
devotional materials to use at home. We’ll also provide links to information from the ELCA, we
hope to provide some stuff for kids. Keep watching that space. For those without Internet access, we
hope to mail you updates. Please call the church office and let Tammy know you’d like to be on a
mailing list.
Will the church office be open? Yes, we continue to be open fr om 8 a.m. until 4 p.m., Mondays
through Fridays. We will remain open as long as possible. Please call Tammy if you have any needs
or questions.
Will the church building be open? Yes. But we ar e tr ying to sever ely limit access to the building, to keep those safe who are at work. We ask you to follow the following protocols so that we
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can track where people are in the building, and clean areas as appropriate.
The Building Will Be Open For Prayer.
We want Holy Trinity to be a sanctuary for people who need sacred space where they can
feel safe. We have decided to allow people into the building to pray as long as it’s safe to continue
this practice, but have established protocols to do this. The building is open from 8 a.m. until 4 p.m.
If you would like to come into the church to pray, even if you have a key or fob, we ask that you
call Tammy to tell her you’ll be arriving. Ring the buzzer at the back and she will open the door.
(Or you can use your key or fob, if you have one, to get in.) There will be a sign-in sheet at the
back. Please sign in with date and time. There will be sanitizing wipes there as well. Please take
one. (We know that you will want to go down the hall to say hello to Tammy. Out of an abundance
of caution, we ask you to not do that.) Please enter the chancel area via the back hallway. Lights
will already be on in the chancel. Sit in one of the choir pews or kneel at the altar. Take as much
time as you need. Wipe down whatever surfaces you touch. We know that this might sound extreme, but we have many people in our congregation who are in high-risk categories, including
those who are immunosuppressed. We want them to feel safe, as well, if they wish to come to the
sanctuary for prayer.
If You Need To Drop Something Off
If you have something to drop off at the church, please call Tammy and let her know your plans.
She will buzz you in and have you drop something off at the back door, or she will meet you to accept it.
The Building Will Be Open For College Students
We know that college students are continuing classes from home. Some do not have fast-enough
internet service because it is not available in all areas of Mercer County. We have invited students
to come to the church and use our WIFI for their classes, or for taking tests. We are managing
where they are in the building, so that we can keep those areas cleaned. We have a couple of students who have taken us up on this offer. If you need access, please ask Tammy.
The Building Will Be Open For Our Community Groups
We have invited our AA groups to continue to use the building at this time, although they know this
could change if we are directed in the future to close the building to all uses. We want to give the
groups this opportunity to continue, because we know the challenges people with addictions face,
especially in high-stress times. The groups have agreed to follow protocols that we have established
that limit them to certain rooms, and they have agreed to help clean those rooms after their use.
How can I help? Depending on how long this cr isis lasts, we will be tr ying to meet the needs of
our members and others. That might mean making grocery store and pharmacy runs for someone
who is isolating. That might mean sending cards or making phone calls to people just to check in. If
you have a need, please call the church office. If you feel safe in volunteering for a grocery store/
pharmacy run, please let Tammy know. She will be maintaining a list of volunteers. If you’d like to
write cards or make phone calls, let Tammy know. She’ll have a list of volunteers for that, too.
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A Prayer for These Times
Because the COVID-19 coronavirus has already caused so much pain and suffering around the
world, we offer this prayer to you.
The following prayer is by Kerry Weber, America (Jesuit Review):
Jesus Christ, you traveled through towns and villages “curing every disease and illness.” At your
command, the sick were made well. Come to our aid now, in the midst of the global spread of the
coronavirus, that we may experience your healing love.
Heal those who are sick with the virus. May they regain their strength and health through quality
medical care.
Heal us from our fear, which prevents nations from working together and neighbors from helping
one another.
Heal us from our pride, which can make us claim invulnerability to a disease that knows no borders.
Jesus Christ, healer of all, stay by our side in this time of uncertainty and sorrow.
Be with those who have died from the virus. May they be at rest with you in your eternal peace.
Be with the families of those who are sick or have died. As they worry and grieve, defend them
from illness and despair. May they know your peace.
Be with the doctors, nurses, researchers and all medical professionals who seek to heal and help
those affected and who put themselves at risk in the process. May they know your protection and
peace.
Be with the leaders of all nations. Give them the foresight to act with charity and true concern for
the well-being of the people they are meant to serve. Give them the wisdom to invest in long-term
solutions that will help prepare for or prevent future outbreaks. May they know your peace, as they
work together to achieve it on earth.
Whether we are home or abroad, surrounded by many people suffering from this illness or only a
few, Jesus Christ, stay with us as we endure and mourn, persist and prepare. In place of our anxiety,
give us your peace.
Jesus Christ, heal us.
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Do You Have Artwork You'd Like to Display?
We have added a specially-curated wall of art in our office hallway based on sacred themes.
Do you have a piece of artwork that you cherish or one that you have made that you are willing to
loan to Holy Trinity for this season?
If so, please let Tammy or Pastor Brenda know.
We have pieces from Mary Larson, Sue Bittler, and Dick Meeker.
Please consider loaning an artwork (kids, you can do this, too!). We experience the sacred in
many ways -- in word, in song, and in artwork. In this season, we'd like to offer something new visually that can draw us into sacred space.

Fastnacht Thank You
A small but mighty crew pulled off another successful
Fastnacht luncheon. Five delicious soups from soup makers:
Sheryl Lanning, Mary Larson, Carol Koehler, Darla Swift and
Gretchen Minetti. Donut makers and fryers: Chuck Lanning,
Nike Bradley, Louise Gilmore, Gretchen Minetti, Linda Armstrong, and Colleen Barwell. And wonderful help with clean
up from Nancy McLaughlin, Eleanor Dixon, Linda Armstrong
and Gretchen Minetti. Thanks to all who helped get the cleanup organized and the room put back together. We estimate that
13 dozen donuts and accompanying holes were enjoyed.
Bonnie Massing
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Giving Update as of February 29, 2020
Budgeted Year-to-Date

$ 37,608

Received Year-to-Date

$ 38,750

Giving Surplus Year-to-Date

$

962

Reformed: Always Reforming
In the next several months, we will have a committee in place that will begin the process of
leading us into our future. Their first task will be to design the process we will use in asking members of the congregation for their thoughts about what is important to us in our life together at Holy
Trinity and what their dreams are for our future.
This committee will be chaired by Don Achenbach. You will be hearing much more about
this effort, “Reformed: Always Reforming,” throughout this year.

Applications For Holy Trinity Scholarships Available
Scholarship applications are now available. The deadline for
all applications will be June 1st. Please contact the church office if
you are interested in any of the following applications: ShafferPearson Scholarship; Paula Meleky Scholarship; Dr. Peter And Helen Brath Scholarship; Wilbur P. Baird / Warren Shelly Scholarship;
The Jack M. and Marjorie H. Dershimer Scholarship Fund; and The
William and Adelaide Horner Higher Education Endowed Scholarship.
Please contact the church office for your application.

Lutherlyn Camperships
Once again our congregation will offer camperships
to our members whose children decide to attend a camp or
program at Camp Lutherlyn. Church Camp is a wonderful
and fun way to interact with other Christians for summer
activities including Bible Study, swimming, horseback riding, etc. The church will provide a campership of $250.00
for each child going to Lutherlyn. Visit Lutherlyn
www.lutherlyn.com to register online.
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Second Mile Giving for January 2020 ELCA Youth Gathering
The ELCA Youth Gathering team announced the theme of the 2021 Gathering, “boundless:
God beyond measure,” based on Ephesians 3:19 CEV. “I want you to know all about Christ’s
love, although it is too wonderful to be measured. Then your lives will be filled with all that God
is.”
Every three years, 30,000 high school youth and their adult leaders from across the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America gather for a week of faith formation known as the ELCA Youth
Gathering. Through days spent in interactive learning, worship, Bible study, service and fellowship,
young people grow in faith and are challenged and inspired to live their faith in their daily lives.
We are bound. Bound by our sin, by the expectations of others, by poverty, by -isms that try
to divide us, and by so much more. In a life that often feels as if it has young people in a suffocating
grip, we want them to imagine the boundlessness of God: boundless love, boundless mercy, boundless freedom, boundless creation, boundless strength. All offered from a gracious and loving God
who knows and adores them. All so abundant and endless it cannot be measured.
What are the stories of God’s people, both in Scripture and modern-day, that share the awe
and wonder of just how vast our God is? What does it mean, what does it look and feel like to live a
life “filled with all that God is”? How can young people find themselves within the boundlessness
of Christ’s love?
The Gathering is a unique opportunity to invite young people into a deeper relationship with
a God whose possibilities are boundless. Through one-of-a-kind experiences, this ministry stretches
and affirms young people’s gifts and calls. They experience the power of the Spirit within them,
that frees them to live in the grace of God’s boundless love in Jesus Christ.
Finally, we are excited by the connections this theme offers to our host city of Minneapolis
and the surrounding area. Known as the "City by Nature," Minneapolis is an earth-minded city in
many ways. The Minneapolis Area Synod also names advocacy around care for creation as a top
priority, which would allow us to learn from and support the local expression of the church.
To give to Second Mile, you can place your gift in an envelope that may be found in the pew
rack, or you may mail your contribution to the church office in an envelope clearly marked,
“Second Mile Giving.” All Second Mile contributions received during the month will be given to
the designated cause. Please give generously to help our Youth Gathering fundraising.

Good Shepherd Request for April
The Good Shepherd Center is our church community social
service agency that supports the needs of many in the area. The Good
Shepherd Center's request for Holy Trinity for April is canned vegetables. Donations may be placed in the mar ked box in the cloister.
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April
Birthdays
3
4
5
6
9
13
15
16
20
24
25
26
30

Allan Wilkins
Richard Auchter
Soren Hedderick
Laura Chesmer
Gregory Hootman
Tammy Daniello
Kaitlyn Faber
Nick Hildebrand
Don Beck
Roy Wilt, Jr.
Mary Lineman
Ray Mozes
Grace Mozes
Ella Hildebrand
Ethan Hall
Michele Shine
Sydney Balas

April Anniversaries
The following members of our congregation are celebrating
anniversaries this month. Congratulate them when you see them.
Scott and Angela McCutcheon
Ray and Cathy Richardson
Mark and Jane McCall
Matthew and Courtney Logan
John and Darlene Ferguson
Larry and Cheryl Davern

April 2, 2006
April 4, 1993
April 19, 1986
April 21, 2007
April 24, 1965
April 28, 1979

14 years
27 years
34 years
13 years
55 years
41 years

Trinity Travelers
If you visit another church, drop off a bulletin from that
church, with your name on it, so that you can be a Trinity Traveler.
Rusty and Linda Saverino
Grace Lutheran Church
Gulf Shores, Alabama
Pastor Hope Knobler
Janet Kunczt
St. Joseph Church
Austintown, Ohio
Rev. Gregory F. Fedor

Thank You
Thanks to all who helped prepare the
meal for Jan Gebert's family. Thanks to
cooks and cake bakers and set up and clean
up people.
Thanks to Gretchen Minetti, Marj
Stubert, Linda Armstrong, Nancy Ullstrom,
Eleanor Dixon, Liz Stuyvesant Lewis,
Dewayne Lewis, Sue Bittler, Frances
Wackenhut, Marie Riley, Marge Stull,
Carol Koehler and Linda Broadbent.
For those of you who didn't
know Jan, she was one of the people
who worked extensively on the needlework kneelers in the church.

Dear Pastor Brenda,
Thank you so much for the lovely service and kind and honoring words you spoke
about mom, Janet Gebert, at her funeral. You
were so thoughtful to us all, including all her
great-grandchildren!
It was such a blessing to have
the luncheon afterwards at the church not only delicious but served so graciously. Please give our deep thanks to
all who served our family that day.
Harry and Jan Gebert for
the whole Gebert family
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The Evangelical Lutheran Church
of the Holy Trinity
1 Trinity Place
Greenville, PA 16125
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holytrinitygreenville@verizon.net
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Staff
Pastor:
Pastor Brenda Martin
Director of Music:
Maidene Hackett

Office Administrator:
Tammy Williams
Sexton:
Jonathan Oros
Officers of the Congregation
Vice-President:
Olivia Martin-Call
Secretary:
Marj Stubert

Treasurer:
Tammy Daniello
Financial Secretary:
Lana Mozes
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Council Members
Mary Beth Bradley
Debbie Faber
Mary Larson
Judy Leary
Olivia Martin-Call
Bob Massing
B. J. Mozes
Jason Oros
Ed Pitcher
Griffin Richardson
Marj Stubert
Wayne Swift
Office Hours:
Monday - Friday
8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

